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ADVMRTISEMEfiT:. 

To speak pf living characters '^in the- 
language of truth, and not of adulafion/' is 
a most unwelcome but the imperious duQr 
of the biographer ; unwelcome, because it 
is not garnished with the sweets of flatterjr * 
imperious^ because th#. Historic Mus&foP- 
bids the use of false-colouring. 

Truth is the sturdy mastiff which guards 
the portals of the Temple of the Historic 
Muse* In whatever way the votaries of a 
false ambition may have attempted to eludtt 
his vigilance, he is certain to let them arrive 
at the destined goal, simply garbed in theic 
own habiliments, regardless of the mantle of 
patriotism,or infamy, attempted to be thrown 
over them, by themselves, their friends, or 
fheir foes, in defiance of their own actiona. 
To Truth, the saccharine juice of the former^ 
and the tart of the latter, are equally unpai* 
atable. i"" 
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Chancd and circumstances have some*- 
times thrown men into stations to which, by 
their religion, education, and habits, it 
would seeni nature never intended them. 
When hurled into the current, Fortune, re- 
gardless of their real merits, oft appears to 
roll her favours upon them in a ceaseless 
stream. Like birds in borrowed plumage 
they bask in the sunshine of power, robed 
in others' fame. 

When a man worms himself into public 
notice, his motives are quickly scanned: 
He flutters his ephemeral day like the gaudy 
butterfly, and the winter of Time displays 
nought but the corruptions of his carcase* 
His actions are only appreciated from hi^ 
motives, and his good or ill fame is propor- 
tionate to their favourable or successful re- 
sults. 

The attainment of a theoretic and practical 
knowledge of the military art, sufficient for 
the higher grades of command, with some 
men, is the employmeixt of years; with 
^Hhers, apparently, the business of a day. 



A0y£BTitfXMENT. 

Solid worth flows from experience, talents, 
integrity, and capacity. - Animal courage 
.alone, is but a small constituent in the forma-, 
tion of a great military character 

These remarks are of general, not indivi- 
dual import, inasmuch as their bearings are 
intended alone for the meridian of those who 
owe their elevation to their being the mere 
heralds of great events ; or who fawn and 
flatter those to whom a nation has confided 
the direction of its most important concerns. 
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ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PIKE. 

The * fortuitous events of momentSy like tM 
throes of a volcano, sometimes belch forth Aer^ei, 
while other men become so from their birth, ha- 
bits, and education. The family of General Pike, 
was among the first settlers of New Jersey, and 
tradition preserves the name, in remote ancestry, 
of Captain John Pike, as a distinguished, gallant, 
and braje soldier, in defence of that Colony, in 
the early Indian wars to which it was subjected* 

Zebulon M. Pike was born at a place called Ala* 
matunk, now by corruption Lamberton, N Jersey^ 
January 5, 1779* . His father whose name was 
Zebulon, was an officer in the army of the United 
States, at the time of his son's birth, and never 
rose higher than the rank of Major. After having 
received a common school educatioo, in early 
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* I 

youth, Zebuloa Moptgomery entered as a Cadet ' 
into a company, then under his father's command, i 
in which he served some time on the U. S. #estera { 

t> frontiers. Thus, it may be justly said, that he had 
be^ almost nurtured a soldier from his cradle^ 
His deficiency of early education was subsequent- 
ly supplied by close and ardent study ; — hence 
L be became a pioficient in the Latin, French, and 

(afterwards) in the Spanish languages, and wa^ , 
akiiled in the mathematical and astronomical sd^' 
ences, the fruits of industrious application. \ 

A short lapse of time intervened, when the coflO'^ 
mission of Ensign and afterwards of Lieutenant to 
tb^ Ifit Regiment of the U. S. Infantry, wasghren 
him. Spurning idleness in the calm of peace, he 
devoted his time to the acquisition of useful know* 
ledge* Bat he panted for glory and martial re* 
nown. He seemed to be indued with a spirit not 
ill-suited to the chivalric notions of the middle 
ages. Notwithstanding the multifariouSh objects 
which attracted his attention in the pursuit of 
knowledge, Cupid seems to have inflicted a wound, 
in his bosom, foe Hymen spread his net^ and our 
hero was caught in the enticing snare. 

In March 1801, he married a Miss Clarissa 
Brown, of Cincinnati, Kentucky, who bore him 
several children, only one of whom (a daughter) 
survives. 

Among other habits of mental discipline, Pik^ 
had a practice of inserting upon the blank pages 
of some favourite volume, such striking maxims 
of morality, or sentiments of honour, as occurred 
in his reading, or were suggested by his own re- 
flections. He used a small edition of Dodsle/s 
" Economy of Human Life," for this purpose* 
Sooa after his marriage, he presented this volutf^ 
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hiimki who still preserves it as one of the most 
ecious memorials of her husband's virtues. An 
tract from one of the manuscript |)ages of thii 
ume was published in a periodicai work «>on 
er his death It was written as a continuauofl 
be article '^ Sincerity y^' and is strongly charac- 
isticoftbe author* 

^Should my country call for the sacrifice of 
i life which has been devoted to her service 
D early youth, most willingly shall she receive 
The sod which covers the brave shall be mois* 
^d by the tears of love and friendship ; but if 
I far from my friends, and from you, my Clara, 
ember, that ' the choicest tears ^hicb are 
shed, are those which bedew the unburied 
I of a soldier,' and, when these lines shall meet 
fyes of our young— —,let the pages of this 
book, be impressed on his rohid, as the gift of 
ber who had nothing to bequeath. but his hon- 
an4 let these maxims be ever present to his 
as he rises from youth to manhood : 
Preser^'e your honour free from blemish ! 
Be always ready to die fop your country /" 

"Z.M.Pike, 
askaskis, Indiana Territory.*' 
the old peace establishment of our army, then 
'sed only of a few Regiments, and employed 
iher ID garrisoning a few frontier posts, pro-- 
I was slow, and the field of action limited 
gcure* For several years, Lieutenant Pike 
in vain for an opportunity of gratifying 
^JJ ruling passion, which,, to use his own 
•* swayed him iriesistibly to the profession 
p and the pursuits of military glory." 
i^tbf in 1805, a new career of honourable 
pn was opened to this active and as^piring 
JSoon after the purchase of Louibiana, the 
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government of the United States determined upon 
taking measures to explore their new territory, 
and that immense tract of wilderness included 
witbjn its limits. Besides ascertaining its geogra- 
pMcal boundaries, it was desirable to acquire some 
Knowledge of its soil, and natural productions ; of 
the course of its rivers and their fitness for the 
purpose of navigation, and other uses of civilized 
life ; and also to gain particular information of the 
numbers, character, and power of the tribes of 
Indians who inhabited this territory, and their 
several dispositions towards the United States. 
With these views, while Captains Lewis and 
Clarke were sent to explore tlie unknown sources 
of the Missouri, Pike was despatched on a similar 
expedition for the purpose of tracing the Missis- 
sippi to Its head. 

On the 9th of August, 1805, Pike accordingly 
embarked at St. Louis, and proceeded up the 
Mississippi, with twenty men, in a stout boat, pro- 
visioned for four months ; but they were soon ob* 
liged to leave their boats, and proceed on their 
journey by land* or in canoes, which they built, and 
cari'ied with them on their march, after leaving 
their large boat. Pike's own journal has been for 
some time before the public, and affords a much 
more satisfactory narrative of the e^pedition than 
the narrow limits of a work of this kind can allow. 
For eight months and twenty days this adven- 
turous soldier, and liis faithful band, were almost 
continually exposed to hardship and peril ; depen* 
ding for provisions upon the precarious for- 
tunes of the chase ; enduring the most pierc* 
ingcold; and cheerfully submitting to the most 
constant and harrassing toils. They were some- 
times, for days together, without food, and : hey 
frequently slept without cover on the bare er.rtfa, 
or the ftnow, during the bitterest inclemency 
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a northern winter. During this voyage, Pike 
I no intelligent companion upon whom he could 
pfor any sort of advice or aid, and he literally 
formed the duties of astronomer, surveyor, 
omanding officer, clerk, spy, guide, and hunt- 
frequently preceding the partj' for many 
Bs, in order to reconnoitre, or rambling for 
)]e days in search of deer, or other game for 
vmon ; and then returning to his men in the 
ning, hungry, and fatigued, he would sit down 
le open air, to copy by the light of a fire, the 
IS of his journey, atid to plot out the courses of 
next day. 

lis conduct towards the Indians was marked 
I equal good sense, firmness, and humanity ; 
)very where, without violence or fraud, in- 
;d them to submit to the government of the 
ed States ; and he made use of the authority 
is country to put an end to a savage warfare, 
h had, for many years, been carried on with 
tmost cruelty and rancour between the Sioux 
the Chippeways, two of the most powerful 
•ns of Aborigines remaining on the North 
rican continent. He also every where en- 
d, with eflfect, the laws of the Unhed States 
ist supplying the savages with spirituous li- 
;. Thus, while he wrested their tomahawks 
their hands, and compelled them to bury the 
let, he defended them from their own vices, 
in the true spirit of humanity and honour, re- 
I with disdain that cruel and dastardly policy 
I seeks the security of the civilized man in 
abasement of the savage. 
addition to the other objects of Pike's mls- 
as specifically detailed in his iijslructions, 
nceived that his duty as^a soldier required of 
n investigation of the views and conduct of 
ritish traders, within the limits of our juris- 

i. IT. 2 > 
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diction ; and an inquiry into the exact limits of the 
territories of the United States and Great Britain. 
This duty he performed, says the author of a for- 
mer sketch of bis biography, with the boldness of 
a soldier, and the politeness of a gentleman ; — ^he 
might have justly added, with the disinterested- 
ness of a man of honour, and the ability and dis- 
cretion of an enlightened politician. He found 
that the N. W. Company, by extending their es- ' 
tablishments and commerce far within the bounds 
of the United States, and even into the very centre 
of Louisiana, were thus enabled to introduce 
their goods without duty or license into our ter- 
ritories, to the very great injury of the revenue, 
as well as to the complete exclusion of our own 
countrymen from all competition in this trade. 
He perceived, besides, that these establishments 
were made subservient to the purpose of obtain- 
ing an influence over the savages, dangerous to 
the peace, and injurious to the honour and cha- 
racter of our government, and he thought it evi- 
dent that, in case of a rupture between the two 
powers, all these posts would be used as rallying 
poin^ for the enemy, and as places of deposit 
for arms to be distributed to the Indians, to the 
jn6nite annoyance, if not total ruin, of all the ad- 
joining territories. 

An opportunity was now presented to him of 
enriching himself for life, by merely using the 
power vested in him by law, and seizing upon the 
immense property of the company which he fouad 
illegally introduced within our territory. But, 
having been hospitably received at one of their 
principal posts, his high sense of honour would 
not permit him to requite their hospitality by a 
rigorous execution of the laws. It is probable, too, 
that he thousht so violent a measure might lead 
tp collisions oetween the two governments, with- 
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at tending to produce «ny permanent beneficial 
3ect ; and he cheerfully sacrificed all views of 
ersonal interest to what be conceived to be the 
ue interest and honour of his country. By 
eans of reprimands and threats to the inferior 
aders, and a frank and spirited remonstrance to 
le director of the Fond du Lac department, he 
icceeded in procuring a stipulation, that in fu« 
ire no attempt should be made to influence any 
idian on political affairs, or on any subjects fo- 
;ign to trade, and that measures should be imme* 
ately taken to prevent the display of the British 
ig, or any other mark of power, witliin our domi- 
on ; together with a promise that such repre* 
stations should be immediately made to the 
>mpaDy, and such an arrangement effected with 
gard to duties, as would hereafter set that que»- 
)n at rest. 

His conduct with regard to this subject was, at 
e time, viewed with cold approbation, but the 
ents of the present war have borne ample tes- 
nony to his sagacity and foresight. 
Within two months after bis return from this 
:pedition, Pike was selected by General Wil- 
nson for a second perilous journey of hardship 
id adventure. The principal purpose of this 
:pedition was, like that of the former, to explore 
e interior of Louisiana. He was directed to 
abark at St. Louis, with the Osage captives, 
bout forty in number,) who had been rescued 
3m their enemies, the Potowatomies, by the in- 
rference of our government, and to transport^ 
em to the principal village of their nation ; and 
^ was instructed to take this opportunity to 
ing about interviews between the different sa- 
ige nations, and to endeavour to assuage ani- 
oskies, and establish a permanent peace among 
em. He was, after accomplishing these object^. 
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to continue' his route into the interior, and to ex* 
plore the Mississippi and its tributary streams, 
especially the Arkansaw and Red River, and thus 
to acquire such geographical information as might ^ 
•nable government to enter into definitive ar- 
rangements for a boundary line between our new- 
Xy acquired territory and North Mexico. 

In the course of this second journey, our adven- 
turous soldier, after leaving the Osage village^ en- 
countered hardships, in comparison of which the 
Sievereties of his former journey seemed to him ease 
9.hd luxury. 

Winter overtook the party unprovided with any 
dothing fit to protect them from cold and storms. 
Their horses died, and for weeks they were ob- 
liged to explore their way, on foot, through the 
wilderness, carrying packs of sixty or seventy 
pounds weight, beside their arms, exposed to the 
bitterest severity of the cold, relying solely on the 
produce of the chase for subsistence, and often, 
for two or three daySj altogether without food* 
This part of his journal contains a narrative of a 
series of sufierings sufiicient to make the '* super- 
fluous, and lust-dieted" son of luxury shudder at 
the bare recital. Several of the men had their 
feet frozen, and all, e^scept Pike and one other, 
were in some degree injured by the intensity of 
the cold. He thus relates the history of two of 
these dreary days : 

" 18th January^ Sunday^ — The doctor and my- 
self, who formerly were untouched by the frost, 
went out to hunt something to preserve existence ; 
near evening we wounded a bufialo with three 
balls, but had the mortification to see him run off 
notwithstanding. We concluded it was useless to 
go home to add to the general gloom, and went 
amongst some rocks, where we encamped, and sat 
up all night ; from the intense cold it was impos- 
sible to isleep. Hungry and without cover. 
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'* 19th January^ Monday. — We again took the 
?id, and after crawling about one mile in the 
low, got near enough to shoot eight times among 
gang of buffaloes, and could plainly perceive 
ro or three to be badly wounded, but by accident 
ey took the wind of us, and, to our great morti- 
ation, all were able to run off. By this time I 
d become extreniely weak and faint, it being the 
urtb day since we had received sustena\)ce, all 
which we were marching hard, and the last 
^ had scarcely closed our eyes to sleep. We 
re inclining our course to a point of woods, de- 
mined to remain absent and die by ourselves, 
her than return to our camp and behold the 
sery of our poor lads, when we discovered a 
ng* o( buffaloes coming along at some distance, 
th great exertions, I made out to run and place 
self behind some cedars, and by the greatest 
>d luck the first shot stopp^ one, which we killed 
hree more shotSi and by the dusk had cut each 
IS a heavy load, with which we determined im- 
diately to proceed to the camp, in order to re- 
e the anxiety of our men, and carry the poor 
ows some food. We arrived there about twelve 
ock, and when I threw my load down, it was 
1' difficulty I prevented n^yself from falling ; I 
attacked with a giddiness of the bead, which 
ed for some minutes. On the countenances of 
men was^ not a frown, nor a desponding eye, 
all seemed happy to hail their officer and corn- 
ions, yet not a uiouthAiI had they eat for four 
a. On demanding what were their thoughts, 
sergeant replied, the most robust had deter- 
ed to set out in search of us on the morrow, 
not f^turn unless they found us or had killed 
ething to preserve the lives of their starving 
ipanions." 

1 th^ course of this long, toiliome, and peritou9 

2* 
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oiarcb, Pike displayed a degree of personal liero* 
ism and hardihood, uoited with a prudence 9xA 
sagacity which, had they been exerted on some 
wider theatre of action, would have done honour 
. to the most renowned general. The reader, may, 
perhaps, smile at this remark, as one of the wild 
exaggerations of a biographer, anxious to dignify 
the character of his hero ; but the truth is, thai 
f reat men owe much of their splendour to fortui- 
tous circumstances, and if Hannibal had made his 
famous march across the Alps at the bead of a 
company of foot, instead of an army, his name, if 
it had reached us, would have come down tq pos** 
terity with much less dignity than that of our har- 
dy countryman. There are passages in Pike's 
journal of his second expedition, which had they 
been found, with proper alterations of place wd 
circumstance, related by Plutarch, or Livy, of one 
of their heroes, would have been cited by every 
schoolboy as examples of military .and heroic vir- 
tue. Take, for instance, the account of Pike's 
firm and prudent conduct in repressing the jQrst 
tymptoms of discontent in his little band, and his 
address upon this occasion to tb^ mutineer, and 
they will be found to need but little of the usual 
embellishments of an eloquent historian, to be 
made worthy of Hannibal himself. 

" 24th Junuarvt SaHardau*^-'We sallied out in 
tiie morning, and shortly aUer perc.eived our little 
band, marching through the snow, (a6out two and 
i| half feet deep,) silent, and with downcast coub^ 
lenapcies. We joined them, and learnt diat tbey, 
finding the snow I9 fall so thickly that it was im- 
possime to proceed, had eocamped about one 
^'clock the preceding day. As i found all the 
buffaloes had quitted the plains, 1 determined to 
attempt the traverse of the mountain, m which wc^ 
ierijevejred:until the mow be^Mte «Q dee|f It iiaft 
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mposstble to proceed, when I again turned my 
ate to the. plain, and for ibe first time in the voy- 
ge found myself discouraged, and, for tlie first 
ime, I heard a man express himself in a seditious 
lanner ; be exclaimed, ' that it was more than 
umaiD nature could bear, to march three days 
ithout sustenance, through snows three feet deep, 
nd carry burdens only fit for horses,' be. &c. 
" As I knew very well the fidelity and attach- 
eat of the minority of the men, and even of this 
Dor fellow, and that it was in my power to chas* 
le him when I thought proper, I passed it by for 
te moment, determined to notice it at a more 
ispicious time. We dragged our weary and ema- 
ated limbs along until about ten o'clock. The 
octor and myself^ who were in advance, disco* 
red some bujflfaloes on the plain, when we left 
r loads and Orders written on the snow, to pro* 
ed to the nearest woods to encamp. We then 
^nt in pursuit of the buffaloes, which were oa 
i move. 

'^ The Doctor, who was then less reduced than 
rself, ran and got behind a hill, and shot one 
wn, which stopped the remainder. We crawled 
to the dead one, and shot from him as many 
twelve or fourteen times among the gang, when 
iy removed out of sight. We then proceeded 
cut up the one we had shot, and after procuring 
:h of us a load of the meat, we marched for the 
up, the smoke of which was in view. We ar« 
ed at the camp to the great joy of our brav* 
!s, who immecfiately feasted sumptuously. Af- 
our repast^ I s^nt for the lad who had presu* 
d to speak discontentedly in the course of the 
IT, aod addressed him to the following efiect i 
rown^ you this day presumed to make use of 
guage which was seditiouj^ aad wutinous ; L 

B passed it ercr^ f!^MHS ^^^ v^MiMm^ ajiiti 
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attributing it to your distress, rather than to yo«r 
inelination to sow discontent, amongst the party. 
Had I reserved provisions for ourselves, whilst 
you were starving ; had we been marching along 
light and at our ease, whilst you were weighed 
down witli your burden, then you would have had 
some pretext for your observations ; but when we 
were equally hungry, weary, emaciated, and char- 
ged with burden, which I believe my natural 
strength is less able to bear than any man's in 
the party ; when we were always foremost in brea* 
king the road, reconoitering, and the fatigues of 
the chase, it was the height of ingratitude in jon 
to let an expression escape which was indicative 
of discontent ; your ready compliance and firm 
perseverance I had reason to expect, as the leader 
of men, and my companions in miseries and dan* 
gers. But your duty as a soldier demanded your 
obedience \o your officer, and a prohibition of 
such language, which, for this time 1 will pardon, 
but assure you, should it ever be repeated^ I will 
revenge your ingratitude and punish your disobe- 
dience by instant death. I take this opportunity,- 
likewise, to assure you, soldiers, of my thanks for 
the obedience, perseverance, and ready contempt 
of every danger which you have generally evin** 
ced ; I assure you, nothing shall be wanting on 
my part to procure you the rewards of our gov- 
ernment and gratitude of your countrymen.' 

'^ They all appeared very much affected, and 
retired with assurances of perseverance in duty." 

Amidst these distresses, after a three moQths 
winter's march, they explored their way to what 
they supposed to be the Red Riven Here they 
were met by a party of Spanish cavalry, by whom 
Pike was informed, to his great astonishment, that 
they were not on the Red River, but on the Rio 

del Norte^ and in the SpwUh territory, AU oj^*^ 



HtLITAAf MHJi HAVAL BSmOfS. 21 

ouim to iMs force would have been idle, and he 
luctantij submitted t6 accompany the Spa* 
Ards to Sadita Fe, to appear before the Gov* 
Dor. Though, to his great mortificatiop, his 
peditiou was Uhus broken off, all hardship was 
w at an end. He was treated on the roacf with 
eat respect and hospitality, though watched and 
ardi^d with much jeale^usy ; but he still insisted 
wearing bis swoird, and that bis men should 
aifl iheir arnis. Indeed, it was his resolution, 
1 be or any of bis people been ill used, to sur* 
se the guard, carry off their horses, and make 
.best of their way to Apaches. 
^hen he arrived at Santa Fe, his whole dress 
s a blanket coat, blue trowscrs, niocasins, and 
:arlet cloth cap lined' with a fox skin ; his men. 
*e in leather coats, with leggings, be. and had 
a hat In the whole party. But he appeared 
>re the Governor with his usual spirit, and in* 
h1 on being treated with the respect due to an 
erican officer. From Santa Fe he was sent to 
capital of the province of Biscay, to be exa« 
3d by the Commandant-general, where he 
well received and entertained for some time ; 
r which be was sent on his way home, under 
escort of a strong party of horse. He arrived 
bis little band at Natchitoches, on the 1st of 
, 1807. 

be most vexatious circumstance, attending this 
pected sequel to the expedition, was the sei* 
of all bis papers, except bis private journal, 
he Spanish government. He bad been fitted 
vitb a complete set of mathematical and as- 
>aiical instruments, and had made frequent and 
rate observations. He had thus ascertained 
geographical situation of the most important 
ts with much precision, and had collected 
rials for an accurate map of a great part of 
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the country which he traversed. The seizore of 
these papers id a real loss to the cause of science. 
It is, however, in perfect conformity to Aat nar* 
row and purblind policy, which the old Spanish 
government uniformly manifested in the adminis* 
tration of its colonies. * 

Pike, upon his return, received the thanks of the 
government ; a committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives expressed their high sense of his ** zeal, 
perseverance, and intelligence," and the admini- 
stration, much to its honour, bestowed upon him 
a more solid testimony of approbation, by a rajMd 
promotion in the army. He was immediately ap- 
pointed Captain, shortly after a Major, and, upoa 
the further enlargement of the army, in 1810, a 
Colonel of Infantry. 

During the intervals of his military duties, bt 
prepared for the press a narrative of his two ex^* 
peditions, accompanied by several valuable ori« 
ninal maps and charts. This was publir^ied ia 
8vo, in 1810. The work is rather overloaded with 
unnecessary detail, and the language is careless 
and often inaccurate ; the last fault is, however, in 
a great measure to be attributed to several disad- 
vantageous circumstaiices under which the work 
went to press, while the author was at a distance, 
engaged in public service. Still it is sufficiently 
evident that the volume is not the composition of 
a scholar. But it bears the strongest marks of 
an acute, active, busy mind, unaccustomed to 
scientific arrangement, or speculation, but filled 
with a variety of knowledge, all of a useful, prac- 
tical kind. Though entirely unacquainted with 
botany, zoology, and mineralogy, as sciences, 
Pike had a liberal curiosity, which taught him to 
look upon every object with the eye of a philoso- 
pher, and to despise no sort of knowledge, though 
he might not himself perceive its immediate utility. 
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Above all, the nairative has ti|at unstudied air 
of truth which is so apt to evaporate away ia the 
processes of the book^making traveller. It retains 
all the clearness and freshness of first im^iressions, 
and we are never for a moment left in doubt, 
whether the writer and the traveller are the same 
person. ^ ^ 

Immediately after the declaration of war. Pike 
was stationed with his regiment, upon the northern 
frontier, and, upon the commencement of the cam« 
p^n of 1813, was appointed a Brigadiec-geae« 
ral. 

There was a tincture of enthusiasm in Pike's 
character which communicated itself to bis whole 
conduct ; in whatsoever pursuit he engaged, he 
entered upon it with his whole soul. But the pro* 
fession of arms had been always his favorite study 
•— -his "life's employment, and his leisure's charm.'' 
Having served through every gradation of rank, 
almost from a private, up to a General, and \ery 
often employed in separate and independent com^* 
uiands, he was intimately acquainted with all the 
minutiae of discipline. The veteran of a peace 
establishment is too apt, from the want of greater 
objects, to narrow bis mind down to the little de* 
taiU of a military life, until, at length, every trifle 
swells up into ideal importance, and the cut of a 
coat or the tying of a neckcloth, seems big with 
the fate of nations. Pike was extremely attentive 
to all the particulars, even to the most minute 
points, of discipline and dress ; yet, he gave them 
their due importance, and no more. He did not 
wish to degrade the soldier into a mere living ma- 
chine ; and^ while he kept up the strictest discipline, 
he laboured to make his men feel that this severity 
arose, not from caprice or ill temper, but from 
principle, and that it had for its sole object their 
4^wn glory, their ^ase, their health, and safety. 
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Careless of popularity,, and negligent of the arti 
by which gopd will is often conciliated wbiere there 
18 no real esleem, he, by the unassuming simplicity 
and frankness of his manners, and the undeviating 
honour of bis conduct, bound to himself the hearts 
of all around, with the strong ties of respect and 
affection. 

Thus self-formed, and thuis situated, the eyes of 
the army were anxiously cast \owards bihn as the 
chosen champion who was to redeem their repu^ 
tation from that disgrace with which it had been 
stained by a long series of disasters. The day for 
which his heart had long panted at length arrived 
-*a bright day of glory for the hero, of gloom and 
sorrow for his country. He was selected for the 
command of the land forces in an expedttion 
against York, the capital of Upper Canada, and 
on the 25th of April, sailed from Sackett's Har- 
bour, in the squadron commanded by Commodore 
Chauncey. The day before the expedition sailed, 
he wrote a letter to his father, prophetic of hit 
fate. 

" I embark to-morrow in the fleet at Sackett's 
Harbour, at the head of a column of 1,500 choice 
troops, on a secret expedition* If success attends^ 
roy steps, honour and glory await my name ; tf 
defeat, still shall it be said that we died like brave^ 
men, and conferred honour, even in deaths on the 
American name. 

*^ Should I be the happy moHal destined to turn 
the scale of war, will you not rej'oice, O my father f 
May heaven be propitious, and simile on the cause 
of my country ! But if we are destined to fall, 
may my fall be like Wolfe's — to sleep in the army 
of victory."^ 

On the 27th of April, General Pike arrived at 
York, with about seventeen hundred chosen men, 
and immediately prepared ta laad. The. spot 
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tich was selected for landing,, wag the site of an 
1 French fort called Torento, of wfaicfa scarcely 
y vestiges now remain. The plan of attack wa% 
med by General Pike himself, and clearly and 
lutely detailed in his general orders, which were 
ected to be read at the head of every corps : 
ry field officer wai also directed to carry a 
}y of them, in oixler that he might at any mo«» 
at refer to them, and give explanations to bis 
ordinates. Every thing was arranged, and 
ry probable exigency provided for, with admi- 
le method and precision. 
?here is one parag^raph of these orders which 
eeply stamped with that unity of character so 
ble through<Mit all his actions, and which is, in 
b, one of the strongest marks of a powerful 

original mind. 

No man will load until ordered, except the 
t troops in front, until within a short distance 
le enemy, and then charge bayonets ; thus let- 

the enemy see that we can meet them with 
• own weapons. Any man firing or quitting 
>ost without orders must be put to instant 
h, a^ an example may be necessary. Platoon 
ers will pay the greatest attention to the cool- 

and aim of their men in the fire ; their regu- 
Y and dressing in the charge, The field offi- 
will watch over the eonduct o( the whole* 
rage and bravery in the field do not more dis- 
lish the soldier than humanity after victory ; 
whatever exam|>les the savage allies of our 
lies may have gtven us, the General confldeiit- 
»pes, that the blood of iain unresisting or yield" 
neniy will never stain the weapons of the sol* 

of bis column. Property must be held sa* 
5 and any soldier who shall so far neglect the 
tir of his pcofessiott as to be g«ilty of plon- 
ig the inhabitants, shall, if convicted, be pu- 

L. XI. 3 
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nished with deaths But the commanding General 
assures the troops, that should they capture a 
large quantity of public stores, he will use bis best 
endeavours to procure them a reward from his 
government.^' 

As soon as the debarkation commenced, a body 
of British Grenadiers was paraded on the shore, 
and the Glengary Fencibles, a local force which 
had been disciplined with great care, and has re- 
peatedly proved itself fully equal to any regular 
force, appeared at another point. Laige bodies 
of Indians were also seen in different directions, 
while others filled the woods which skirted the 
shore. General Sheaffe commanded in person. 

Forsyth's riflemen were the first to land, and 
they effected their purpose under a heavy fire of 
musquetry and rifles from the Indians and British. 
As soon as the fire from the shore commenced, Ma- 
jor Forsyth had ordered his men to rest for a few 
moments upon their oars« and return the fire. At 
this* moment Pike was standing upon the deck of 
his ship. He saw the pause of his first division, 
and, impatient at the delay, exclaimed, ^^ I caii 
stay here no longer, come, jump into the boat ;" 
and, springing into it, followed by his staff, was 
immediately rowed into the thickest of the fire. 

The infantry had followed the riflemen, and 
formed in platoons as soon as they reached the 
shore. General Pike took the command of the 
$rst platoon which he reached, and ordered the 
whole to prepare for a charge. They mounted 
the bank, and. the enemy, after a short conflict, 
broke at once, afid fled in disorder towards the 
works. At that moment the sound of Forsyth's 
bugles was heard, announcing his success at ano-* 
ther point. Its effect upon the Indians was almost 
electrical; they gave a horrible yell, and fled in. 
every direction. 
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The whole force being now landed and col'*- 
cted, was again formed and led on hy General 
ke, in person, to attack the enemy's works.— 
iey advanced through the woods, and after car- 
ing one battery by assault, in the most gallant 
inner, moved on in columns towards the main 
»rk. The fire of the enemy was soon silenced 
our artillery, and a flag of surrender was ex- 
cted, when a terrible explosion suddenly took 
ice from the British magazine, which had been 
&viously prepared for this purpose. Pike, after 
ling in removing a wounded man with his own 
nds, had sat down on the stnmp of a tree with a 
itish sergeant, who had been taken, and was en^ 
>yed with Captain Nicholson and one of his aids 
examining the prisoner. The explosion was 
mendous ; an immense quantity of large stones 
re thrown in every direction with terrible force, 
i scattered destruction and confusion around 
ong our troops. The General, bis aid, Captain 
:holson, and the prisoner, fell together, all, ex- 
)t the aid, mortally wounded. General Pike 
5 struck on the breast by a heavy stone. 
>rtly after he received the blow, he said to his 
unded aid, "I am mortally wounded ! — write to 
friend Duane, and tell him what you know of 
battle, and to comfort my wife." In the same 
»ken manner, he afterwards added several other 
luests relating to his private affairs. 
Lhe command devolved on Colonel Pearcc, of 
16tb regiment of infantry, who sent a flag to 
enemy, demanding an immediate surrender at 
cretion. The stipulation that private property 
old be respected, was the only condition asked, 
[ was unhesitatingly granted. The British 
neral, and a part of his troops, previously cs- 
)ed. 
The troops were instantly formed again after 



98 BI06BAJHT 07 AlTEBICAir 

thft expk>rioDy an4, as a body of them passed bj 
Iheir wounded general, he said, " Push on, brave 
fellows, and avenge your General-" While the 
surgeons were carrying hira out of the field, a tu- 
aaultuous huzza was heard from our troops ; Pike 
turned his head with an anxious look of inquiry; 
he was told by a sergeant, " The British union 
jack is coming down, General — the stars are going 
up !" He heaved a heavy sigh, and smiled. He 
was then carried on board the Commodore's ship, 
where be lingered for a few hours. Just before he 
breathed bis last, the British standard was brought 
to him } he made a sign to have it placed under 
bis head, and expired without a groan ! 
Hi& death was a great public misfortune. 



I 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL 

LEONARD COVINGTON. 

This gentleman was born in the State of Ma- 
ryland, about the 26th of October, 1768. His 
ancestry was highly respectable, and left to their 
posterity, a valuable landed estate, which devol- 
ved, at the decease of his father, on young Cov- 
ington. His father's name was Levin, and the 
subject of this memoir was the elder of two sons. 
In his native state, he received an elegant english 
and mathematical, and partial latin education. 
His pursuit in life, after ^he death of his father, was 
designed by his mother to be husbandry, on his 
patrimonial estate. But his inclination led him to 
a far different pursuit — the science of war. Defen- 
sive warfare is both just and honourable ; the stu- 
dy of the art is equally patriotic and useful, when 
' pursued for noble purposes : but he who makes it 
a profession through life, regardless of the welfare 
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'his coantry, is the passive slave of tyrannj. 

such ignoble feelings animated Covington's^ 
east. 

He entered the army with a Comet's conmis* 
m in the Cavalry, shortly after the defeat of (xe- 
ral St. Clair, by the Indians, in 1991, near the* 
iami villages, in the action with the savages- 
ar Fort Recovery, bis bravery- was put to the* 
i^erest trial. His horse was shot under him.. 
iv his conduce and Wavery in the severe action « 
the Miami, which followed, he won the admira- 
n and esteem of his brethren in arms, and tha ^ 
mdits of his^ general. After General Wavne 
d rednced the savages to submission, Coving- 

1 resigned his* post- in the army> and retired to * 
I farm, occupying^faimselfwithhaseful^ pursuits oi- 
ic life. The high estimation in-which he was > 
d by his feltaw citisens^ is* best tested by the ^ 
ious statioBSr ttr which their sufllrages -elevated 
1. He was elected to a seal in^he Senate of ' 
iryland ; afterwards to the House of Represea- 
ives of the Congress of tbe^ United States, and> 
»sequentlyc was appointed one of tke-electors of*' 
»ident and Vice President of the U. S. Be« 

firmly attached to republican principals, hi&- 
es and infltience were not lost in the elevations 
Mr. Jefferson to the Presidential chairs 
n. the year 1609, when the injuries which Great ' 
tain was heaping 'Upon his country gave rise 
:he Embargo law^. he acc^ed a Lieutenant- 
snel's commission of the regiment of dragoons, . 
n the only one in the U. S. army. In conse- 
^nce of his station- in Louisiana, he formed an* 
ichment to that newly acquired section of the * 
ited 3tates, purchased a plantation on the- 
iks of the Mississippi, not far from Natehes, to> 
cb he removed his family, 
n^the increase of the army, after the commence^ - 
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ment of hostilities between the U. S. and Great 
Britain, in 1812, be was promoted from a Colonel 
of horse, to the rank of Brigadier-General, and 
commanded at the Natchez when an invasion was 
expected in that section of the Union. When the 
storm had blown over, he repaired to the North- 
ern frontier where his services were more imme- 
diately wanted. With his brigade, he set out 
with General Wilkinson in .his expedition against 
Montreal, in the autumn of 1813, the failure of 
which resulted from the conduct of General Hamp- 
ton, who evaded the consequences by an early re- 
signation. 

In the battle of Williamsburg, General Covings 
ton with his Brigade, was ordered, in conjunction 
with General Swartwout, to out-flank the British 
if possible, and capture his artillery. Covington, 
while voluntarily leading a detachment of his bri- 
gade to a charge, was mortally wounded, and 
died in three days afterwards. He was buried with 
military honours at French Mills, at a place now 
called Mount Covington, regretted, beloved, and 
esteemed by the whole army. 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 

JOHN CHBISTIE 

Was the third son of Major James Chrystie, of 
the Pennsylvania line, who held a high military 
reputation for his conduct during the revolutiona- 
fy war, soon after the conclusion of which, the 
subject of tbiis biographical sketch was born in the 
^ city of New-York. 

Colonel Chrystie received his academic, and 

Eart of his collegiate education at Princeton Col- 
(ge,.(New^ Jersey,) from which he was remoYfiL, 
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t> Columbia College, (New-Yofk,) where he gra- 
luated in 1805 or 6. He began then the study 
ftbe law, which he relinquished ii^ 1808, for the 
ommission of Lieutenant of Artillery, in the ad* 
litional troops then to be raised. He was at- 
iched to Colonel Simmon's regiment, and was 
Rationed at Oswego, on Lake Ontario, in the 
late of New- York. There, he commanded a 
hole winter. The spring following, he was or- 
ered to New-Orleans. From the amiableuess 
fbis manners, and the respectability of his tal- 
Its, he soon attracted the attention of General 
Wilkinson, who took him into his military famtly, 
( his aid. He stood high in the confidence of 
re principal officers of the army. In the year 
311, finding no prospect of active service, he re- 
ined his commission and re-commenced his le- 
u studies in his native city. 
In the commencement of hostilities with Great 
I'itain, in 1812, he again entered the ser\ice, 
th the commission of Lieutenant-colonel of the 
Ith regiment, Colonel Schuyler, in the army of 
1,000, just ordered to be raised by Congress, 
ith part of his regiment, he accompanied Col- 
el Van Renssalear in his irruption into Cana^ 

during the summer of 1812. He commanded 
s regular forces of the United States, at the 
ttle of Queenstown,. the superior, regular. o&- 
rs having been wounded in crossing the Niaga- 
Strait. Here he sustained the conflict with the 
itish and Indians, the greater part of the day. 
bunded in the sword hand, he was compelled to 
•render to an overwhelming force under Gene»- 

Sheaffe, after having kept him a long time ih 
eck. Several bullets had perforated his clothes. 
i was sent a prisoner to JVlontreal, and thence to 
lebec. During the winter following, he was 
icbftrgedou bis parole of honour, and retunied 
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to New-Tork. As soon as exch^ngedj he return- 
ed to active service on the frontiers, just when 
his friend General Pike breathed bis last in the 
arms of victory. He was soon after appointed 
Inspector-general of the army, and Colonel of the 
23d regiment. 

He accompanied Generals Dearborn and Lew- 
is into Canada, and was taken with the bilious 
colic at Fort George, which terminated his exis- 
tence in 1813. Short as was his military career, 
it was encircled with a halo of glory which brigh- 
tens the page of American history. His remains 
were interred with the military honours* due to 
bis rank and character. 

In disposition he was open, mild, and amiable.*. 
His mind was well stored with useful knowledge. 
He was full of spirits, animated and brave, and 
passionately fond of an active military life, pant- 
ing for a niche to himself in the temple of faofe. 
The grim tyrant of the grave seized his victim in 
his early start on the high road to honour and : 
glory, and thus arrested bis race for the. desired: 
goal of his ambition. 



WILLIAM HENRY ALLEN 

Was a native of Providence, Rhode-Island/ - 
and was born Octaber 2Ist, 1784. His father, 
William Allen, a friend to the independence of 
his country, was appointed a Lieutenant in the 
revolutionary army, m the incipiency of the con- 
test, and never sheathed his iSword until the free- 
dom of his country was consummated by the pieace * 
of 1783. His mother was the sister of Williani. 
Jones, Esq. one of the late , governors of bi^i aauk- 
live 8tate«^ . 



MIUTART AK1> irAVAL HXBOE^S. 33 

Although bis parents designed to give bim a 
classical education, the bent of his genius indu* 
ced them to waive their intention, and to gratiij 
his darling passion for naval life. He coose- 
Guently received a Midshipman's warrant, in 
May, 1800. Three months after this, he was or- 
dered to repair on board of the frigate George 
Washington, Captain Bainbridge, which vessel 
was bound to the Mediterranean, with tribute 
from the United States, to the Dey of Algiers. 
hk his letters to bis father, he ahvays expressed 
his determination to support the American char* 
acter, by bis good conduct as an officer, and his 
deopeaneur as a gentleman. No peculiarity of 
incident chequered his voyage from the United 
States to Algiers. When arrived at that port, 
however, the scene was changed. The Dey, de- 
signing to court the favour of the Otbman Court, 
ordered that this frigate should be the bearer of 
his oblatioiu to Constantinople. The reluctance 
and remonstrances of Captain Bainbridge were 
unavailing, and he submitted to accomplish the 
demand, for the good of his country. In conse- 
qtuence of this determination, tbe George Wash- 
ington sailed for, and arrived at that ancient seat 
of empire, Byxantium. 

It was the first time that the flag of an Ameri- 
can frigate had waved in the. harbour of Constan- 
tinople. The fine order of the ship, and the ex- 
cellent discipline observed among the officers and 
men, tended to impress very high, ideas of the 
American character, in a quarter of the world 
where, before, it was unknown. 

Commodore Bainbridge, returned to America 
on the 19th of April, 1801, when a reduction of 
the navy ensued. Eight days after the return erf 
the subject of the present memoir, and before 
that he had an opportunity of visiting his family, 
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he was ordered on board the Philadelphia, tinder 
the comrnand of Captain Barrou, bound for the 
Mediterrane^a sea again. He entered on the 
service with alacrity. Nothing material trans- 
pired during the cruise. The ship returned to 
the United States on the 27th of June, 1802« He 
was now for the first time, after his entry into the 
service. of his country, enabled to enjoy the soci- 
ety of his friends, and to visit his paternal abode. 
However, but a short repose was allowed him 
from the fatigues of naval service, as in October, 
1802, he sailed in the frigate John Adams, com- 
manded by Qaptain Rodgers, to visit, for the 
third time the Mediterranean. From his letters, 
durit^gthis period, only two extracts, are necessa- 
ry to be given : 

^^ During our stay at Malta, we had an oppor- 
tunity of visiting most of the public buildings ; 
and amongst the rest, the superb church of. St^ 
John. The floor is laid in dilTerent coloured mar- 
ble, in Mosaic, representing tomb-stones of the 
difierent knights who distinguished themselves ifi 
fighting in and falling in defence of Christianity, 
against the infidels. On every side there is a la- 
tin inscription describing his death. The walls 
are hung with the most superbly embroidered ta^ 
pestry, representing the birth, crucifixion, and 
ascension of our Saviour. The death of the saints 
is likewise represented in the same manner, and 
they appear like the most beautiful paintings.-^ 
The wings are divided into chapels, and here 
they show us crosses and saints in abundance, 
and the rich attire of the bishops and clergy em- 
broidered with gold. In an inner chapel we were.' 
shown a number of relics, one of which they de- 
clared was a fragment of the cross on which oimt 
Saviour was crucified ; another was the palm of 
the hand of St. John. The body of St. Clemeat 



KIUTAKT AKD NATIL BEROES. 35 



I 



« 



was exposed lying in state — ^This was a room 
that the French soldiers did not penetrate : it is 
said that they robbed this church of half a mil- 
lion." 

• During this voyage, he was informed, by big 
correspondent, of a report, which afterwards 
proved unfounded, that a younger of&cer was ad- 
vanced over his head. This was the manly reply 
of a boy of seventeen : " I am too well grounded 
in old principles to mind such assaults now. If 
the government decide thus, I can say amen, with 
all my heart." • 

Commodore Rodgers returned from his cruise ^^ 
in- December, 1803. 

Early in the year 1804, Allen was ordered on 
board the frigate Congress, lying at Washington, 
of which he was appointed sailing-master. This 
frigate sailed on the first of July, under the com- 
mand of Captain Rodgers, for the Mediterranean, 
On the outward bound passage, while the ship 
was lying to, in a violent gale, Allen on the fore- 
yard assisted the sailors in taking in a reef. Let** 
ting fall that part of the sail on which be had 
hold, he was precipitated headlong into the sea, 
to the depth of twenty feet, passing in his fall 
very near the anchor on the bow. Fortunately 
he arose near the mizen chains, and by taking 
bold of them, narrowly escaped inevitable death, . 
as the ship was then drifting very fast. While 
cruising off the coast of Tripoli, Captain Rodgers 
intended, if the command should have devolved on 
him, in consequence of the illness of Commodore 
Barron, an attack on that place« He took Allen 
with him in the schooner to take the soundings^ 
preparatory to the anticipated assault. They 
entered the harbour with muffled oars ; and, after 
taking a sounding, and making a complete sur- 
rey, they passed so near the Tripoline gun-boats. 
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that they distinctly heard the men conversing be- 
low. They aUo heard the sentinels on the wall 
of the battery conversing together. As they 
were returning from the harbour, a heavy gale 
sprang up, and they bad a narrow escape to the 
Nautilus, which vessel was then in the very act of 
leaving her position. During this cmilie, which 
extended from 1804 to 1806, Allen thus writes to 
his correspondent : 

" I was, while at Lisbon, witness to a very lu- 
dicrous ceremony. My ears were saluted by the 
hoarse chaunting of some Portuguese sailors, and 
I perceived about twenty in number approaching, 
bearing a large topsail, barefoot, with their hats 
in their hands, into which the multitude would, 
now and then, drop a six-pence, to save their souls 
from purgatory. On enquiry, I was informed, 
that it was a custom amongst them, when overta- 
ken by a violent gale at sea, instead of trusting 
to their own exertions, to offer np their prayers to 
their guardian saint, and to promise him the best 
sail in the ship, if he would condescend to protect 
them from the dangers of the element. The top- 
sail was then taken to the church in the manner 
described, laid at the foot of the altar, and dedica- 
ted to the saint. It was then appraised by an old 
friar, who, unwilling to distress the votaries of old 
mother church, accepted, as an equivalent, in mo- 
ney, one half of its nominal value. The saint 
has, by this time, become perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with the value of sail-cloth." 

lathe month of October, 1805, Captain Rodg- 
ers removed to the frigate Constitution, and as- 
sumed the command of the squadron, in coase- 
<]uence of the return of Captain Barron to the 
United States. Mr. Allen also removed to the 
Constitution, and was promoted to a Liuetenaaicy* 
In a cruise off Capanea, be^ in company with Cox)a-* 
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lodore Rodgers, visited Mount iEtna. Ascend-* 
ig the south side of the mountain, the wind, 
lowing from the north, covered that side of their 
Ddies exposed to its violence, with frost, while 
le other remained perfectly free. Descending, 
ley lost their way amongst fields of lava, but 
ere found by the monks in the convents below* 
e likewise visited Mount Vesuvius, and the cities 

Herculaneum and Pompeia. He served as 
ird Lieutenant on board the Constitution, and 
turned in that frigate to the United States, ia 
e year 1806. 

During these several cruises to the Mediterra- 
an, although nothing transpired on board the 
gates where be was stationed, that might fairly 
) denominated naval glory, still a peculiarity 

circumstances gave a lofty and elevated tone 
the feelings of all the officers. An American 
ladron in the waters of the Mediterranean, 
s itself a novelty. That squadron was small, 
d it was destined to pass under the review and 
ict scrutiny of English ships of war, occasion- 
y stationed in those seas, and passing the straits 
Gibraltar. Personal courage, skill and cor- 
;tness of discipline, could alone ensure them re- 
let in a company so illustrious ; and to these 
nts all their eflbrts were directed. They felt 

high responsibility attached to their station ; 
1 knowing how important the first impression of 
ational character was, they acted up to that 
nity which the occasion required. 
Lfter this long and fatiguing cruise, he was 
mitted, for a short time, to visit his friends and 
itions in Providence. In February, 1807, he . 
eived orders from government to join the fri- 
e Chesapeake, commanded by Captain Bar- 
, then fitting out for the straits. He remained 
Philadelphia while the ship was preparing for 

OL. II. 4 
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sea, during lirhicb 'tittle be was bu^ify ^employed ia 
recruiting men for the service, Mid then entered 
as third Lieutenant. 

The circumstances preceding &nd succeeding 
ibe attack on the Chesapeake, by the JLeopare^ 
tie handsomely delineated, in a letter to a corres* 
pond^nt. Therein he expressed bis abhorrence 
at the conduct of the officer having command of 
ihe Chesapeake, in tamely submittii^ to the in- 
dignities offered by the Leopard, flis letter to 
4he Secretary of the navy, demanding a court of 
enquiry to be called upon the Captain, was sign*- 
<d by four Lieutenants and the Sailing-master. 
The Secretary replied, '* that their communicatioki 
did Chem honour, and their request should be pro- 
perly attended to." It is difficult to conceive of 
the excoriated state of Lieutenant Alien's mind at 
this time. Words seemed hardly adequate to ex- 
press the indignation he felt at the scenes he bad 
witnessed. To have the flag of bis nation dis- 
graced ; and to suffer the wrongs of his bleeding 
countrymen to go unavenged, was too humilia- 
ting for bis noble spirit to brook. In a letter to 
his father, be says, " If I am acquitted honoura- 
bly, (in other words., if Commodore Barron is 
condemned,) you may see me again ; if not, nev- 
^r." " tVe lay here," says he, in another letter, 
''ready, at a moment's warning, to wipe from 
cur flag that disgrace which h^ been detailed 
'Upon it by our blood. When I suffer my memo- 
ry to dwell on this, I feel that I can trifle with 
my existence at pleasure." At length this oues- 
tion was put to rest by the condemnation of Bar- 
ron, bn which Lieutenant Allen makes this jdry 
remark : *' How the court can reconcile some cm 
the passages of their opinion with others, I know 
not, unless cowardice canube divided into two kinds, 
personal and officiaL 
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loti^q^dityy however, exposes only a part of 
tiie character of Lieutenant Allen ; his private 
affections were as warm as bis public. While 
^8 mind was inQamed by a Sfenae of indigoaal 
sen^ibility9 he wa3 ppui^iog inio th^ ear of uia9cu* 
line confidence the complaints of his lairerated 
miot] ; letters o£ the sa^edate^to a female friend^ 
are replete with domestic tenderness and affe.c- 
tioii. With this correspondence all is quiet and 
t^ereoity ; kq <^nlieiis iuto all; the levity of undioary 
converse, and s^mf i|s. anxious to veil hiA heroip 
and. indignant passions, as if this indulgence wm 
criminal in such intercourse. 

Not one of tlie subordinate officers was roofit 
decidedly opposed to the conduct of Commodoff^ 
Barron, IJian JUeiiteaant AJU^n; yet such wan 
the uDlfqrm correctm^s, pro(prie^» and deliqacy* 
^f his conduct, that he commandfd the esteem Qf 
tha% ofl^er's most sanguine adiutrenls. WiUi th« 
0fficer9 on board th0 Chesapeake, he was % pecur 
liar laMourite. 

I>uPing tbe time of the embargo, the Ckesar 

B»ake, to which, he 'was stiH attached, cruised Q0* 
lock-Island, and captured several vessels viot 
lating tbat law. From motives of delicacy he 
desired to be excused, and was excused from 
boarding auy vessel beloogiog to his native state. 
Id a letter oh this subject, he says, " \ knew th^t 
I should be coispeUed to detain such vessels for 
tbe most trivial article, and this would bave wounr 
ded niy feelings — Even had I met those which I 
could have suffered to pass, I might bave labour- 
ed under uiyust suspicions, when other officers 
ipight be eqiially just without such imputations.'^ 

l^ieutenant Allen remained in the Chesapeake, 
in this service, until Februaiy, 18Q9, when he 
was ordered^ by the government, to join the fri- 
gate United States., while lying at Washington. 
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under the command of Commodqre Decatur.—- 
The Commodore was himself absent, and the 
eqaipping of the frigate was a duty that devolved 
on the first Lieutenant, who was not, for the space 
of two months, absent from the navy-yard. The 
ship lay a part of the time at Norfolk, and the re- 
mainder of the time was engaged in short cruises 
on the (^oast, until the declaration of war s^ainst 
Great Britain in 1812. 

Shortly after, the ^frigate United States sailed 
upon a cruise, which resulted in the capture of 
the Macedonian. In the action between the two 
vessels, Lieutenant Allen bore a conspicuous part* 
His share in the glorious conflict cannot be bet- 
ter expressed than in the words of Commodore 
Decatur. " It would be unjust in me, to discrim* 
inate, where all met my fullest expectations. Per« 
mit me, however, to recommend to the particular 
notice of the Secretary, my first Lieutenant, Wil- 
liam H. Allen, who has served with me upwards 
of five years; and to his unremitted exertions, in 
disciplining the crew, is to be imputed the obvi- 
ous superiority of our gunnery, exhibited in this 
contest." 

To Lieutenant Allen was entrusted the charge 
of bringing the prize into port, and she safely ar- 
rived in the harbour of New- York, on the first 
day of January,, 1813, amid the enthusiastic grat- 
ulations of our countrymen. The corporation 
and citizens of the city honoured . him, and his 
commander with a splendid and superb festival ; 
and the Legislatures of Rhode Island and Vir- 
ginia presented him with a sword, as a testimo- 
nial of their sense, in commemoration of his galr 
lant services. 

After this, Lieutenant Allen was allowed some 
little respite from the naval service ; he visited his 
native island, and received the^ kind congratula- 
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tioDs of bis relatives and friends, at his paternal* 
abode. This repose^ was, however, but of short 
duration ; the strong and imperious calls of bis 
c^ntry once more summoned him to active duty. 
Shortly after the arrival of the Macedonian at 
New-York, the Argus, commanded byXaptaia 
Sinclair, returned to that port. He obtained leave 
to visit his friends ; and by order of Commodore 
Decatur, Lieutenant Allen took the command. 
He thoroughly repaired the vessel,- and received 
an order from the Commodore to go in quest of a 
British brig of war, reported to>be in the sound;- 
The crew of the Hornet, commanded b^Lieuten**- 
ant' Shttbricfc, volunteered their services. He^ 
remained in . the sound for the space of a week,' 
without meeting with the enemy, when he receiv- 
ed the orders of the Commodore to return. 

On the death of Mr. Baiiow^ the American 
minister to the court of Fraoee, his government ^ 
deemed it expedient to renew the negodalioni 
Mr. Crawford was appointed as hii successor; and 
Lieutenant Allen, advanced to the rank of mas«^ 
ter commandant, was directed to command the 
Argas, and to conduct that" minister to his place 
of destination. He^ accepted^ the appointment^ 
and sailed with the new minister for France. He * 
eluded the vigilance of the blockading squadron^ . 
and arrived^ at L'Orient in twenty-three days. 
He informs the Secretary of the navy, in bis letter 
bearing date June 12, 1813, that '' he shall im« 
mediately proceed to put in execultion his orders ^ 
as to the ulterior purposes of^his destination." 
r The business so darkly hinted at,' was undoubt*^ 
edly, to sail in the Irish channel, and annoy the 
English commerce. This service was extremely 
perilous ; and there seemed scarcely a possibility 
of escape. It was a serrice to a man fond of glo« 
ry^ peculiarly invidious. Such conquests were at- 

4* 
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pendei with no honour ; aad Captain Allea, im 
compliance with bis orders^ seemed peculiarly so* 
licitous, to mak? the eneuy feel and confess tte 
XBoUves by which he was guided. The injury 
i^bich he did to the Eritish commerce was estima- 
ted to the amount of two millions. In this depre* 
dating warfare his conduct was laarked with the 
highest traits of honour. The property of the 
passengers was sacred from hostility ; not an ar- 
ticle of that kind would he suffer to be touched. 
The passengers were allowed to go below, and to 
take what they claimed as their own, and no 
hands belonging to the Ai*gus were permitted to 
inspect them while they were employed in so 
doing. 

On one occasion, when a passenger had left Ins 
surtout behind him, it was sent after him in the 
boat : on another occasion, Captsun Allen order- 
ed one of his hands, whp was detected in the act 
of some petty plunder of this kind, to be flowed 
a|: the gangw^^ The English papers, while they 
were writhing under the severe injuries thus in- 
fli<;ted, were unanimous in their testimonials of 
respect to the conduct of this gallant officer, for 
the humanity and delicacy with which he perform^ 
cd a service so invidious. Probably no action ^ 
bis life could more plainly distinguish his charae* 
ter than this : he loved danger as much as he ab- 
borred to plunder the defenceless. 

It appeared very evident, that if prudence w^s 
xonsulted, it was his imperious duty to avoid an 
engagement. The damage which be might have 
done the enemy, by another species of warfare, 
was beyond all comparison greater than by risk* 
ing a battle, even if fortune had decided the con- 
troversy in his favour. £ven a victory ensured 
capture ; for alone and unsupported as be was, 
bis own ship would, in all human probabtlitj, 9nf 
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&t material rajttry, and both the captured and the 
captor becojjae the prize of ooe of the many fri- 
gates then swarming in the English channel.-^ 
These consideratiems, however, would have but 
little weight with bira. He declared, previous to 
his setting ottt, that he would run from no two 
nrasted vessel. Anxious to acquit himself of a 
busuiess wbkh he so much disliked, be sought an 
opportunity to act in a situation more congenial 
to his feelings. 

Atcordiogly on the 14th of August, 1813, he 
fell la with his Britannic majesty's sloop of war 
Pelican : and, after a severely contested action, 
(be Argus was compelled to surrender ; her com- 
xnaader having received a mortal wound, in the 
earJy part of the engagement, of which he died, in 
the 29th year of his age. 

The following letter from John Hawker, Esq. 
f^devant American vice-consul, will speak for 
itself : 

Plymouth, Jiugusi 19r&, 1S13. 

Sib, — The station I have had the honour to 
jioid for many years past, of American vicc*con-> 
mil, calls forth mj poignant feelings in the commu- 
sication I have to make to you o( the death of 

Snxr son, Captain Allen, late commander of the 
nited Stales' brig of war Argus, which vessel 
(wae captured on Saturday last, in the Irish chan* 
"nel, ailer a very sharp action of three qwarters of 
'SO hour, by bis Britannic majesty's ship Pelican. 
£arly in the action be lost his left leg, but r^^ 
^sed to be carried below, till from loss of blood 
he fainted. Mejssrs. Edwards and Delphy, mid' 
shipmen, and four seamen were killed ; and Lieut. 
Watson, the carpenter, boatswain, boatswain's 
Hiate, and seven men wounded. Captain Allen 
submitted to amputation above the knee, while at 
sea. He wa^s"ye«teiiday morning attended by very 
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eminent surgical gentlemen, and removed from the 
Argus to the hospital, where every possible atten* 
tion and assistance would have been afforded him 
had he survived ; but which was not, from the first 
moment, expected, from the shattered state of his 
thigh. At eleven, Ii^st night, he breathed bis last ! 
He was sensible at intervals, until within ten mi- 
nutes of his dissolution, when be sunk exhausted, 
and expired without a struggle ! His lucid inter- 
vals were very cheerful, and he was satisfied and 
fully sensible that no advice or assistance would 
be wanting. A detached room was prepared by 
the commissary and chief surgeon, and female 
attendants engaged, that every tenderness and 
respect might be experienced. The master, pur- 
ser, surgeon, and one midshipman, accompanied 
Captain Allen, who was also attended by bis two 
servants. 

I have communicated and arranged with the 
officers respecting the funeral, which will be in 
the most respectful, and at the same time, econo- 
mical manner. The port Admira.1 has signified 
that it is the intention of iiis Britannic matjestjr's 
government, that it be publicly attended by 
officers of rank, and with military honours. The 
time fixed for procession is on Saturday, at 11,. 
A. M. A Lieutenant-colonel's guard of the royal 
marines is also appointed. A wainscoat coffia 
has been ordered 'y on the breast plate of which 
will be inscribed as below.* Mp- Delpfay, one of 
the midshipmen, who lost both legs, and died at 
sea, was buried yesterday in St. Andrew's church- 

* Tabletf whereon will be recorded the i^ame, 
rank} age, and character of the deceased, and also of 
the midshipman, will be placed (if it can be contrived) . 
as I have suggested ; both havin:!: lost their lives in^ 
fighi'iDg for the honour of their country. 
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rd. I have requested that Captain Allen may 
buried as near him, on the right (in the same 
lit, if practicable,) as possible. 
[ remain, respectfully, Sir, yoar most obedient, 
nbJe servant. 

(Signed,) JOHN HAWKER, 

Ci-devant American vice-consul. 
Gen. Allen, &c. &c. &c. Providence, R. I. 
Agreeably to previous arrangement, the re- 
ns of the departed Allen were interred at Ply« 
ath, on the 21 st of August, with military he- 
irs, and every mark of respect due to his rank* 
^ flag of his country, unoer which he fought, 
placed on his coffin, as a"* testimonial of the 
3ur with which he had so nobly strove to de* 
i it ; and bis body was deposited at the right 
^e gallant Delpfay, who had bled and suffered 
I him. 

'bus lived and thus died William Henry Allen, 
y the company and conversation of the ele- 
t and polite, the hard and severe duties of the 
>r acquired a sort of polish, and his character* 
ented that combination of gallantry, grace 

intrepidity, that so irresistibly attracts. In 
iQur of danger, he was calm, intrepid and 
evering; in private intercourse, guarded, 
lie and delicate. Entering into the navy 

large and expanded ideas of honour, the 
s he encountered, and the hard services he 
tred, consolidated his romantic and floating 
ns into rules and principles of action. By 
r jowering his lofty standard amidst the justle 
^tending difficulties, he at length arrived at 
nd new trials served only to call into exercise 
and unexplored resources of fortitude. He 
so long forsaken every other considefation 
;lory, that he finally measured his life by this 
Jard, and felt a repulsive antipathy to what- 

fell short of that measure. 
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There haft seemed a sort of compact among our 
naval coaimanders^ Ojeyer toq/oit their station oa 
deck. Allen, in bis mutilated state, refused to be 
carried below, and fainted on the deck from loss of 
blood. < Lawrence showed the sapie determine<| 
spirit, and. never left bis station antil be was too 
far exhausted by his wounds to animate his men 
by bis example. Burrows, although mortally 
wounded at his quarters, still rejnained at his post, 
survived the action, ^fid there receivt^d the swQr4i 
of his gallant and intrepid a(pj4agQQist 

The following: exirji^ci^ fr-oipi Capt0i» Mhin^% 
hUett addr^ssed^ to^ hisr sifitei;, w^lL show tb^ cbar 
Bs^tei; 0^ tbii^ iiVLrepid Qffifier in an sm^bh ligbt t 
. *^ Wb&Q- yofi, shall becg^ tha^^ 1^ hikve end^d ipj^ 
^act^ly careor, that I only ^ist in the> bind Fcivieiiir 
Vance of t^y friends,, y^oUrWiU fecg^t my fa)He% 
forgive my faults, call to mind some little instavaeft 
deapr ta reAactipD,. tp e^i:^ yomr Iqv^ tf^r me, 
ai»d» sbfiid on^ t^^jp t<^ tte n^emoi^y o^ 
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JOHN CUSHIN6 ATLWIN. 

Thomas Aslwkk, a merchant q£ the town of 
Boston, espoused the sister of tbe late Williani 
Cushiag, who> at the time of his deceascf' was one 
of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States. In the early stage of the American 
Revolution, Mr. Aylwin removed from Boston 
to Quebec, where he remained during the whote 
contest. At the close of that war, bis son John 
Cushlng Aylwin, was born, in the capital of Low- 
er Canada. His education was more useful than 
speculative. He obtained a familiar knowledge 
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f (he French Jjanguage ; wii9 iiMtnicted in tbe 
idiffleats of Latin, and the elements of Matfae- 
latics. In "early life he was rated on board a 
ritish frigate, commanded by Captain Coffin, 
I consequence of tbe Impressment of one of his 
irticidar companions, he left the Brhndi service 



Retaining, however, 'his predeliction for the 
I) fas 9000 as he lost his parents, he abandoned 
Me pursuits which had'beenpointed out for him, 
Centered an apprentice on board a ^hip«intbe 
ndon trade. 

^is master, the Captain of the vessel, did not 
il'oa his part, the articles which he had enter- 
into with Aylwin. instead of allowinghim six 
nths tuition at a naval academy, according to 
^ulation, his master continued him on board iht 
», which he employed in the West4ndia trade. 
win, nevertheless, so much profited by a short 
erience, that after twb voyages, he was ad- 
:^ed to be mate of the ship, being then about 
en years of age. Some dii^ute having arisen 
i^een him and the Captain, the latter wreaked 
1 Aylwin, a vengeance to him emphatic- 
horrible. It was contrived, that he should be 
apped by a press-gang, 
fter his -impressment, he was put onboard a 
brig; and here every artifice was practised, 
every means 'employed, to induce him to 
r voluntarily into the English service. Pro- 
on was offered him in case of 'his compliance, 
upon his refusal, his letters, to -his friends 
suppressed, and himself codtinued, from 
to day, and from yefar to year, without pros* 
of deliverance, traversing distant seas, and 
ring all the diversities of ellmate. ^^fae 
h Sea, the Mediterranean, the Red'Sea, tbe 
m Ocean, «kid tbe East*Indies, with all tbebr 
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varieties of climate and misery, bad tried his par 
tience and weakened his frame. His dimioishing 
health rendering him less serviceable, he was re- 
leased and came to Boston, after being six years 
in imprisonment. Thus a temporary loss of 
health, was thie instrument of a permanent enjoy- 
ment of liberty. Nor were his sufferings unat- 
tended or unrewarded by countervailing ad^ran- 
tages. He had become a finished seaman ; and 
having acquired that accomplishment, principally 
during long service in an armed vessel, and hav- 
ing borne a part in several engagements, he was 
likewise a proficient in naval wari^re. ^ 

He now entered the merchant service, which 
he prosecuted as master of a vessel for several 
years. At the beginning of the late war, he was 
appointed sailing-master of the frigate Constitu- 
tion, Captain Hull, with an understanding, that 
this appointment should not prejudice his claim 
to promotion as a commissioned officer, and also, 
that such promotion should take place with aU 
proper expedition. On the first cruise of the 
Constitution, his seamanship was called into ^- 
ercise. Her escape, after a pursuit of sixty bom, 
ou her first putting to sea from the Chesapeake, 
is reckoned among the most masterly manoeuvres 
which have been performed in the navy. In 
such circumstances, the duty of sailing master is 
most important; and in the event of success, he 
may justly claim a proportionate degree of credit. 

Mr. Aylwin continued on board the Constitu- 
tion till the capture of the Java, which terminated 
bis life. At the capture of the Guerriere, he still 
officiated as^ sailing-master ; and by his display 
of nautical skill, both in bringing her into action 
and managing her during its continuance, called 
forth the applause of Captain Hull, and of every 
person who was witness of it. In this action he 
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ived a wound frodi a musket ball, and wag 
rwards appointed Lieutenant, in which cba« 
srlie again sailed in the Constitution, Captain 
ibridge. In bet* aetion with the Java, where 
rapture of the latter was purchased with the 
>f Aylwin, his courage and skill came up ta 
rigb anticipations which bi» former merits had 
ted. A musket ball or ^ape shot, struck him 
under the collar bone, and came out at the 
Ider blade. We close this memoir, by the 
lary notice furnished to the public by Corn- 
ore Bainbridge* 

Died on board the United States' frigate 
stitution, at sea, the 28th of January, 1812, of 
ids received in the action with the Java, Lieu- 
ot John Cushing Aylwin, of the United States 
\ He entered the service about the time war 
declared, as sailing-master, and was promot- 
i a Lieutenancy, for his gallant conduct in the 
n with the Guerriere. He was an officer of 
; merit, much esteemed by all who had the 
ure of his acquaintance. He had seen much 
? woiid, and improved his opportunities* of 
vation ; possessed a strong mind, with ^reat 
''olence of >disposition« in his death, our 
ry has suffered a great loss — his friends « 
if deprivation. 

n the action with the^ Guerriere, he steed on 
evated situation, by the side of his brave 
ides, Morris and Bush, at • the time the twe 
s came in contact, and was woundedin the 
loulder with a musket ball. 
1 the late action he commanded<the forecas- 
risioa, and bis bravery and marked coolness 
[^out the contest, gained him the adraira- 
f bis commander, and all who ^had an oppor- 
: of witnessing him. 

|bea boarders were called to repel boarders, 
•111 ' 5 
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he mounted the quarter deck hammbck^clbths, and/, 
in the act of firing his' pistols at/the enemy, re- 
ceived a ball through the same shoulder. Not* 
withstanding the serious nature of bis wound, 
be continued at his post until the enemy' had 
struck; and even then did not make known his 
situation until all the wounded had been dressed. 
His zeal and courage did not forsake him in his 
last moments : for, a few days after the action, al- 
though labouring under considerable- debility, 
and the most excruciating pain, he repaired to 
quarters, when an engagement was expected with 
a ship, which afterwards proved to be the Hornet, 
tie bore his pain with great and unusual fortitude, 
and expired without a groan. 

" A dauntless soul erect, who smiled on death.** 



LIEUTENANT 

WILLIAM BURHOWS 

Was born on the 6th of October, 1785^ in Km- 
sington, then near, now joined, to Philadelphia. 
His father, at thiis time in affluent circumstances, 
designed io give him a bdles iettres education. 
Left to his own inclination, at thirteen years of 
age, his use of books was gratif3ring only curi- 
osity and amusement, subjects not of lasting im* 
portance. The accomplishment of polished life, 
necessarily embrac^ed a knowledge of the living 
languages, and for the attainment of this object 
alone was parental authority exercised, which 
was but partially accomplished. A knowledge of 
the French, in particular, was considered an ac- 
eomplisbment of the highest order, in the attain* 
meot of which, the son manifested the greatest re^ 
luctance. But in acquiring a knowledge of the 
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keamn language, wHh the fat)i«r a secondary 
iject, he was much more successful. He learnt 
ipeak it in a short perio<l) as fluently as his na- 
i^e tongue. 

Having undergone a course of preparatory edu- 
tiotti the impulse of his passion was gratified 
r the recefUion of a Mtdsbipman's warrant, in 
ovember, 1799, Frpn this movement, he de» 
ted bis hours to acquire a complete knowledge 
navigation. In January, 1800, he was order- 
to repair on board the Portsmouth, Captain 
'Neill, then bound for France. Being as yet a 
vice in naval service, he reluctantly wore the 
val uniform of bis country, conceiving those 
ily worthy to wear it, whose experience and 
owledge rendered them capable of performing 
BOiirably the duties assigned them. In this 
ssel be returned to tbe United States in Oeceok 
r, 1800. A short residence in France con^ 
ered bis aversion to the language of that coush 
r, and be embraced tbe opportunity to acqiure 
luiBcient knowledge tfaereof, so as to converse 
Teiii with elegance and ease. 
He now applied and obtained a furlough for a 
»rt period, which time he ardently devoted tt> 
I further acquisition of a complete knowledge df 
! Bcieoce of navigation- 
Prom the year 1800 to 1803, be served on 
ird ef several ships of war, in varioai cruises,: 
inaportant in any point of view, except tbe op- 
rtunities offered him to acquire a moreiperfect 
>wledge of naval affairs. 
[fi the year 1803^ he joined the frigate Const)- 
ion. This vessel was commanded by pommo* 
re Preble, and was bound for the Mediterra- 
in. The Commodore, conceiving an attach- 
nt to bim, appointed him, when in the Mediter- 
rean, an acting Lieutenant, the duties of which 



1 
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statibn he honourably fulfilled, during the 
line war. 

The particular part acted by Laeutenant Biir« 
rows in this warfare is not known ; he matntaiii- 
«d, on the subject of his personal exploits, a pro- 
found silence. He never would be the herald of 
his own fame ; but he was just to the merits of his 
brother officers ; and very rarely, could he be in* 
duced to speak of afiairs in which himself was aa 
actor. Whatever was known of Burrows came 
from other sources. It is a striking fact, that 
none are more ignorant of his personal exploits 
than his own immediate relatives. He professed, 
on all occasions, his contempt of those o&cer^ 
who embraced every opportunity to proclaim 
their own merits. 

In 1807, he returned from Tripoli to his native 
country ; and in the following year, was attached 
to the Philadelphia station^ and employed in the 
bay and river Delaware, as commander of gun* 
boat No. 1 19, enforcting the provisions of the em- 
bargo law. 

ilis wit was mingled with a species of whim, thai 
may more properly be denominated humour. 
With an inflexible gravity of face, he would set 
the table in a roar, and then reprove his guests 
for the turbulence of their mirth. Not a single 
smile would enliven the gravity of his visage, 
while all the company were vociferous in their joy. 
In this action and retro«action, between mock 
solemnity and uncontrolable mirth. Lieutenant 
Burrows was pre-eminent. Under th^ pretext of 
repressing the mirth of conversation, he enlivened 
it beyond all bounds, and could assume any char- 



* A biting sarcasm this, on the host of Military 
Pufcrty ef musroom growth; during the late war. 



ter he-lbcH^t pi^per. While employed in m^ 
rvice in which hh mister passion of gloiy 
idd receive no gratification, he gave this sinffu-^ 
* species of wfain» and eccentricity fiitt play. He 
iild, wbtle on shore, have the grave and sa* 
nine character of the severe and unbending 
>raUst, or the light and airy jfop, as occasion 
Banded. Whatever character was wanting to 
npietetbe co»viviality of th'e group, when as* 
lUed, Burrows assumed it. By this happy 
satiHty of talent he became a desirable guest at 
ry table, and was the favourite of all classes 
nen. His approach was baited as the certain 
purser of wit and humour ; and the company, 
the second interview, were sore of beholding^ 
I in a character entirety dbB^ent from the first, 
this happy combination of humour^ and an ee* 
Iricity always sparkling, and always various, 
le he rigidly enforced the observaaee of the 
Mirgo law, he ae<|uired the confidence and af« 
ion of the inhabitants. He relieved the as* 
ties of this untiiankftil service by such arts; 
the citixens supplied him with the best pro* 
»ns, for the use of the nien whom he cqm«^ 
ded^' and were incessant in their invitations 
lioi to become a guest at their tables. When 
^as called off from this service, it was a subject 
*neral regreti 

1 1809, he wfisord^redtojoin the frigate Pre* 
it, Captain Bai^Kidge. From tMs ship he 
transferred to the sloop of war Hornet^ as 
Lifuteiiant, under Captain Hunt In a dan- 
us and heavy; gale, his Imther officers havo 
uUs4f that by lus superior skill ^and intrepidi- 
M ^n officer, the ship and the erevr were botb 
srved from what they deemed inevitable do- 
!tion« 

- bii upomatioato-a Lieatenaacy, he- found 

6* 
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lumself outr^ked by his junior oflkers. TbiMt 
was so severely wounding to his pride, that . he 
remonstrated to the proper department, in veiy 
leeling terms. He stated that he was now co»- 
manded by Lieutenants, who had formerly served 
under him, in the Tripoline wan To withdraw 
a commission from the individual on whom itis 
conferred, to declare an officer unworthy of the 
honour thus bestowed, is an outrage of the same 
character as to wantonly place a junior over the 
head of his senior officer. Whether objectioss- 
of this nature weighed with the government, we 
know not : but certain his remonstrances proved 
Vieffectual. Finding th^t there was no prospect 
of haying his complaints listened to^ with a fa^ 
vourable ear, he tendered his resignation to Mn 
Secretary Hamilton, at the time of that gentle* 
man's going out of office. It was not acceptedr 
and Lieutenant Burrows had now to bear witit 
ibrtitude what he was unable to remedy. He 
applied to the government in March, 1812, forra 
lurlough, (or the purpose of prosecuting a voyage 
to^ India, which was granted* He found this iii-w 
dispensable, as his circumstances were, at thia 
time, somewhat embarrassed ; and he accordingly 
went on board the ship Thomas Penrose, froQt 
Philadelphia, bound to Canton, under the com- 
inand of Captain Aindfsy, of that city. On the 
return passage, the ship was cuptured and car- 
jaed into Barbadoes. Lieutenant Burrows arriv- 
ed in the United States, on his parole, in Jutke, 
1813, and in. the succeeding month^.was regularly 
exchanged* 

Shortly after this, he was ordered by govern- 
ment t^ repair to Portsmouth, New^Hampshire, 
and to take the command of the United Stipes' 
sloop of war Enterprise, then in a state of readmesa 
for sea.. His mina. wasslUl jore with a sense of U» 
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nredressed grievance, on the subject of his rank* 
»(it the prospect of active service gratified his 
»vie of glory, which suspended all other consi- 
i!ratioiis« He declared to an intimate friend^ 
lat he would serve during the war, and that he 
ould then dash his commission in the fire. He 
icrificed all minor feelings, and prpinpjdy ac 
$pted the appointment. 

The Enterprise left the harbour of Port smoutb 
Q the 5th of September, 18-14. The nexl day^ 
le fell in with his Britaiuiie msgesty's brig the 
oxer, mounting sixteen eighteen pound carro* 
sides, and two leng nine pounders. The Boxer 
red a shot, hoisted English colours, and imme-^ 
iatdy bore down upon the Enterprise. The 
.medcan vessel Vas tacking and making prepa« 
itioos^ for aetiom> Having obtained the weather 
ige, she manceuvred for some time to try her 
tiUng^ and to ascertain the force of her<snt&go* 
ist. At length she shortened sail) hoisted three 
laigns^ and fired three shot in answer. The 
:tioD now grew warm; the Boxer bore within 
ilf pistol shot of' the Enterprise, and; .giving 
iree cheers, fired her starboaitl broadside. She 
as answered by three cheers and a larboard 
roadside from the Enterprise, and the actionr 
H^ame general. The Enterprise having the ad- 
lotage of the wind, ranged ahead of her enemy, 
funded to on the larboard tack, and commenced 

raking broadside. The enemy's maintopsail 
id' topsail-yards came down, and the Enterprise 
tkhig> a position on the starboard bow of the 
oxer, smd.opening a raking fire, compelled the 
lemy to > ery for quarters. Their colors were 
ailed to the mast, and could not be haided-down. 
'bis action was continued for forty ^five minutes, 
liMong which time the Boxer, received miicl^ da*Y 

lage in wto^ riggings spam wd bull.- The- En* 
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terprise had but one eigbteeo pound sbot in licr 
hull, one in her mainmast, and one in hor forcK 
mast. Her sails were much cut with gr^p^ sbol^ 
and a great number of grape were lodged io her 
side^ The Boxer had twenty eighteen poimd 
shot in her hull, most of them at the water edge^ 
with several stands of eighteen pouad gr^pe Uk 
her side. Lieutenant M'CaU stated .his loss to 
have been four killed, and ten wounded The 
number killed on. board of the Boxer is uncertain^ 
the same officer states, from the best infoinnatiaa 
which he was able to procure, that there was, o£ 
the enemy, between twenty and twenty-five Id- 
led, and fourteen wounded. 

At the first fire, Lieutenant Burrows was okor-t 
tally wounded by a musket ball ; he refused, not- 
withstanding, to be carried below, and during the 
whole of the action, he lay bleeding on the deck« 
With his dying lips he requested that the fli^ 
might never be struck. When the sword of hia 
gallant enemy was presented to him> he clasped^ 
bis hands together, and exclaimed, " I am satist 
fied — I die contented." He was then carried be* 
low, and expired shortly after. Captain Blythe,. 
of the Boxer, who was killed by a canooa ball^ 
was one of the supporters of the pall at the fune- 
ral of the unfortunate Lawrence, These brave 
nen now slumber side by $ide» and their antipa-r 
thies with them. The following resolution uii^% 
nimously passed both Houses of Congress : 

** Resolved^ by the Senate and House of Re^^. 
presentatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, Thai the Presideat of the 
United States be requested to preaeat to the 
nearest male relation of Lieutenant Wuxiah Bubii* 
BOWS, and to Lieuieqant Edwik B^ M'Call, of 
the brig Enterprise, a ^<^M medaJf with suitable 

embleos and dmc^ } w4 Ji 9ilytr, msdd^ lo^ 
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Ifke emblems and devices, to each of the com- 
inissioned officers of the aforesaid vessel ; in tes- 
timony of the high sense, entertained by Congress, 
•f the gallantry and good conduct of the officers 
and crew, in the conflict with the British sloop 
' Boxer, on the fourth of September, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. And 
the President is also requested to communicate 
to the nearest male relation of Lieutenant Bur-^ 
ROWS, the deep regret which Congress feel for the 
loss of that valuble officer, wHo died in the arms 
of victory, noblv contending for his country's 
rights and fame." 

The remains of the gallant commanders, (Bur- 
rows, and BIythe) were buried at Portland, with 
military honours. 

The following memorial was caused to be in- 
scribed on the monument of the gallant Lieuten^ 
ant Burrows, of Portland, by Mr. M. L. Davis^ 
of New- York: 

" Beneath this stone, moulders the body of 
William Burrows, late commander of the United 
States' brig Enterprise, who was mortally wound- 
ed on the 5th of September, 1813, in an action 
which contributed to increase the fame of Amer- 
ican valour, by capturing his Britannic Majesty's 
brig Boxer, after a severe contest of forty-five 
minutes. A passing stranger has erected this 
monument of respect to the name of a patriot) 
who, in the hour of peril, obeyed the loud sum- 
mons of an injured country, and who gallantly 
met, fought, and conquered the foemen.'' 
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JAMBS LAWRENCE. 

John Lawrence, Esq. was a. respectable Law* ' 
yer of the state of New- Jersey, and resided in ttue 
city o£ Burlington. He. had several ekildreii, 
sons ^nd daughters, of whom tbe^youngest^ Jameii 
forms the subject of this memoir. He bad th« 
misfortune to lose his wife, a iew weeks after tbt 
birth of this son, which took place on the 1st of 
October, 1781, and, consequently, coipmitti^d hioi 
to the affectionate care cf his daughters, for wbom 
their brother ever manifested the warmest gratis 
tude and friendship. 

His juvenile years were chequered with nothing 
more than the ordinary occurrences to which tbal 
stage of life is universally subjected* He was 
miM in his temper, modest in his manners, dutiAil 
and affectionate to his relatives and friends* 

His father designed hioi for the bar, but lief 
very early, discovered a predeliction for naval 
pursuits, from which, in vain, his father attempted 
to divert him. In obedience, however, to bis^fa^ 
tfaer's wishes, he spent a few years in the dry stu- 
dies of the law, until his father's death, which en* 
abled him, by the consent of his uncle, to follow 
the beQt of his inclination. He learnt navigation^ 
and, at seventeen years of age, was honoured 
with a Afidshipman's warrant. His first voyage 
was a cruise, in the ship Ranges, under Captaio 
Tingey, in the West-Indies, during the short mis- 
understanding between France and the United 
States. This and several subsequent ones fur* 
nished no incidents of character worthy of record. 
The Tripoline war, howeVer, was of a different 
cast.- In this the most determined spirit was dis* 
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flky^d. At this time, Mr. Lawrence was appoint* 
eda Lieutenant, and assumed the command of the 
schooner Enterprise. During this expedition he 
ToluQteered in the hazardous exploit of destroy- 
ing the frigate Philadelphia, and accompanied 
Decatur as Kis first Lieutenant. The brilliant 
success of that enterprise is well known, and for 
the gallantry and skill displayed on that occasion, 
Decatur was made Post-captain, while Lawrence 
in common with the other officers and crew, was 
Foted, by Congress, only two months extra pay— 
which he declined 'accepting. 

The harbour of Tripoli seemed now to have 
become a sort of rendezvous and school for the 
American infant navy. The coast of Barbary 
was the field of their first experience and youth- 
ful achievement. The most of the officers may 
be fairly styled young heroes full of life, spirit 
and enthusiasm — ^It was there they formed those 
strong ties of brotherly love and friendship, that 
aatural confidence, which has distinguished them 
for that bold spirit and defiance of danger, evia- 
ced. throughout the late war, and which is with- 
out a parallel in any other nation of the same du- 
ration. 

Nearly three years and a half, did Lawrence 
remain on the Mediterranean station, after which 
he returned to the United States with Commodore 
Preble, and was sent out as commander of gun- 
boat No. 6, in which station he remained for six- 
teen months ; after this, he acted as first Lieuten- 
ant of the Constitution, and as commander suc- 
cessively of the Vixen, the Wasp, the Argus, and 
the Hornet.. 

In 1803, he was married to the daughter of Mr. 
Montdavert, a respectable merchant of New- 
York. 

Soon after the commencement of the late war 
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against Great Britain and its dependencies, he 
sailed in the Hornet sloop .of war, as part of tl^ 
squadron that cruised under Commodore Rod- 
gers. While he was absent on this cruise, Lieuten- 
ant Morris was promoted to the rank of Post-cap- 
" tain, for his bravery and skill as first Lieutenant 
of the Constitution, in the action with the Cruer- 
riere. 

This appointment, as it raised him two grades, 
and placed him over the head of older officers, 
gave just offence to many of the navy, who could 
not brook that the regular rules of the service 
should be infringed. It was thought partially un- 

i'ust, as giving him rank above Lawrence, who 
lad equally distinguished himself as first Lieuten- 
ant of Decatur, and who, at present was but mas- 
ter and commander. 

Oa returning from this cruise, Lawrence con- 
sulted with his friends, and addressed a memo- 
rial to the iSenate, in a letter to the Secretary of 
the Navy, wherein, after acknowleding the great 
merits and services of Captain Morris, he remon- 
strated in the most respectful and temperate, but 
firm and manly language, on the impropriety of 
his proniotion, as being contrary to the nature of. 
naval precedence, and particularly as it respect- 
ed himself; at the same time be frankly mention- 
ed that he should be compelled, however reluct- 
antly, to leave the service, if thus Improperly out- 
ranked. 

The reply of the Secretaiy was brief and sin- 
gular — ^barely observing — " that if lie thought prth 
^per to leave the service withovt a cauzt^ there would 
still remain heroes and patriots enough to support 
tbefla^J^ 

This laconic epistle did not come ^ directly ^to 
Lawrence's hands, as he had then set oyt on 
anather xruise to the Brazils, with Commodare 



Bainbridge, in the Cotislitiition. Off the firatils^ 
|thej fell m with a British sloop of war called lue 
Bonne Gitoyenne, haring a Jarge aikiount of 
specie on board, wbich they <^based kito St. 8.4- 
vadore. This vessel was larger and of gfeatet 
force than the Hornet, yet CaptaiA Lawrence 
had contrived to have information communicated 
tp Captain Green of the Bonne Citoyenne, ac» 
quainting hiin that he wished for an interview, 
and pledging his honour that neither the Consti'^ 
tutioB nor any other vessel would interfere, which 
was supported by a similar one given by Gomrao* 
dore Bainbridge, that he should not interfere ; 
yet Captain Green declined the combat, alleging, 
that though perfectly satisfied that the event of 
such a rencountre would be honourable to his ship, 
yet he was equially convinced that Commodore 
Bainbridge could not swerve so much from the ] 

paramount duty be owed his country, as to be^ j 

come an inactive Spectatinr, and see a i^tp belong* i 

ing to the very squadron under his orders, fatt j 

into the hands of the enemy. 

It was immediately made kno'wn to Green that 
Commodore Bainbridge left the Hornet for four 
days, off from the harbour in wbich the Bonne 
Citoyenne lay ^ and at the distance of forty railei^ 
X«awrence afterwards went into the harbour and 
remained three days, when he might only have 
ren»ained tweaty-lbur hours had Captain Green 
r^uested it. . At Icfngth t^e Constttution went 
roff altogether, leaving Lawrence to blockade 
the Bonne Citoyenne, which he did for nearly a 
montb. Captain Green ndf judging it proper to 
risk an encounter. The only excuse that could 
have been made for €freen, is, that he did not-think 
himself fit to depart from the purpose of bis voy- 
age, and risk his vessel id a contest fo^ ttaere indi* . ^ ? 
vidual reputatieii. T?he arrival of iht British 

VOL. II. 6 
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ship MoDtaguie, of 74 guns^ frotn Rio JaneHo, 
obliged Captain Lawrence to cliange liis cruising 
ground, on tlie twenty-fourth of January. The 
Montague bad been expressly sent for the pur- 
pose of relieving the Bonne Cityonne and a Bri« 
tish packet of 12 guns, which also lay at St« Sal- 
vadore. During this cruise. Captain Lawrence 
fell in with the British brig Peacock, Captain 
Peake, off Demerara, a vessel of about equal 
force. The combat commenced within half pis- 
tol shot, and so tremendous was the fire from the 
Hornet, that, in fifteen minutes, the Peacock sur- 
rendered and made signals of distress, being in a 
sinking condition. Her main-mast had gone by 
the board and she was altogether reduced to aa 
absolute wreck, in s6 great a degree that, not- 
withstanding every exertion was made to keep her 
afloat until the prisoners could be removed, she 
sunk with thirteen of her crew, and three brave 
American tars, who thus nobly perished in endea- 
vouring to relieve a conquerea foe. Among the 
slain on board the Peacock, was found the body 
of Captain Peake, who was wounded twice do- 
ring the action, the last of which proved mortal. 
His body was wrapped in his flag, as a shroud, 
and laid in the cabin. 

During the battle, the British trig L'Espeigle, 
mounting fifteen thirty-two pound carronades, 
and two long nines, lay at anchor about six miles 
in shore. The Hornet accordingly was put im- 
mediately in a situation for commencing another 
action, and in about three hours was in complete 
repair, but the enemy did not think proper to 
make any attack. 

The conduct of Captain Lawrence towards the 
prisoners was truly humane and commendable, 
and such has been the conduct generally of all the 
officers of our navy, on similar occasions. The 
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officers of the Peacock^ on their arrival at New- 
York, said, "they ceased to consider themselves 
as prisoners ;^' besides making a public acknow- 
ledgement in the Newspapers, to Captain Law- 
rence, for his good treatment, &c. 
^ It must also be recorded to the honour of the 
Jlornet's crew, that on observing the Peacock's 
prisoners had lost all their clothing by the sink- 
ing of their ship, these good fellows made a mus- 
ter, and from their own wardrobes supplied each 
prisonef* with two shirts and a blue jacket and 
trowsers. 

On returning to this country, Captain Lawrence 
was received with great distinction and applause, 
and various public bodies conferred on him pecu- 
liar tokens of approbation. While absent, the 
rank of Post-captain had been conferred on him, 
and shortly after his return, he received a letter 
from the Secretary of the navy, offering him the 
command of the frigate Constitution, provided 
neither Captains Porter or Evans applied for it, 
tliiey being older officers. Captain Lawrence res- 
pectfully declined this conditional appointment, 
for satisfactory reasons which he stated to the Sec- 
retary. He then received an unconditional ap- 
pointnfent to that frigate, and directions to super- 
intend the Navy-yard at New- York, in the absence 
of Captain Ludlow. The next day, to his great 
surprise and chagrin, be received counter orders,- 
with instructions to take command of the frigate 
Chesapeake, then lying at Boston, nearly ready 
for sea. This appointment was particularly dis«» 
agreeable to him. ^ He was prejudiced against 
the Chesapeake, both from her being considered 
the worst ship in our navy, and from having been 
in a manner disgraced in the affair with the Leop- 
ard. This last circumstance had acquired her 
the character of an unlucky ship — ^the worst of 
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stigmas aoiong sailors^ wbo are devout believers 
in good and bad luck ; and so detrimental was it 
to this vessel, that it has been difficult to recruit 
crews for her. 

The extreme repugnance that Captain Law- 
rence felt to this appointment, induced him to 
write to the Secretary of the navy, requesting to 
be continued in the command of the Hornet* Be- 
sides, it was his wish to remain some short time in 
port, and enjoy a little repose in the bosom of bis 
£aimily : particularly as bis wife was in that del- 
icate situation, that most calls forth the tender^ 
iiess and solicitude of an affectionate husband. 
But though he wrote four letters to the Secretary 
be never received an answer, and was obliged re* 
luctantly to acquiesce. 

While laying in Boston roads, nearly re^y 
for sea, the Britisb frigate Shannon appeared off 
the harbour, and made signals expressive of a chal- 
lenge. The brave Lawrence immediately detern 
mined on accepting it, though conscious at the 
time of the great disparity between the two ships. 
The Shannon was a prime vessel, equipped in an 
extraordinary manner, for the express purpose of 
combating advantageously one of our largest fri- 
gates. She bad an unusually numerous crew of 
picked men, thoroughly disciplined and well offi- 
cered. She was commanded by Captain Broke, 
one of the bravest and ablest officers in the ser- 
vice, who fought-merely for reputation. 

On the other band, the Chesapeake was an in- 
different ship, with a crew, a great part of whom 
were newly recruited, and not brought into a pro** 
per discipline. They were strangers to their coiih 
mander, who bad not had time to produce tbat 
perfect subordination, yet strong personal attach- 
ment, which he bad the talent of creating wher- 
ever be commainded. His first Lieutenant was 
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ack on shore ; the other officers, though meritori- 
ous, were young men ; two of them mere acting 
Lieutenants ; most of them recently appointed to 
the ship, and unacquainted with the men. 

The most earnelt endeavours were used by 
Commodore Bainbridge and other gentlemen, to 
dissuade Captain I^awrence from what was con- 
sidered a rash and unnecessary exposure. He 
felt and acknowledged the force of their reasons^ 
but persisted in his determination. He was pecu- 
liarly situated : he had formerly challenged the 
Bonne Citoynne, and should he decline a similar 
challenge, it mi^t subject him to sneers and mis- 
representations. Among the other unfortunate 
circumstances that attended this ill-starred battle, 
was the delay of a written challenge frolh Ciptain 
Broke, which did not arrive until aAer Captain 
Lawrence had sailed. It is stated to have been 
couched in the most frank and courteous lan- 
ipiage ; minutely detailing the force of his ship s 
and offering, if the Chesapeake should not be com* 
fdetely prepared, to cruise off and on until such 
time as she made a specified signal of being rea4y 
for the conflict. It is to be deeply regretted that 
Captain Lawrence did not receive this gallant 
challenge, as it would have given him time to put 
Us ship in proper order, and spaired him the ne- 
cessity of hurrying out in his unprepared condi<«> 
tioo, t» so formal and momentous an encounter. 

Afler^ettittg the ship under way, ht cdled the 
erew together, and having ordered the white flap 
to be hmsted, bearing the motto, ^* Free trade and 
judlors' rights," he, accordinff to custom, made 
them a short hafeague. While he was speaking, 
aeveral murmurs were heard, and strong symptoms 
of diasatisfactk>n appeared in the manners and 
countenances of die crew. After he had finished, 
JV s«({UA4rel Portiigttese, wlio was faoi^waia^s 
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mate, and acted as spokesman to the murmurer^, 
replied to Captain Lawrence in an indolent man- 
uer, complaining, among other things, that they 
had not been paid their prize-money^ which had 
been due for some time past. . 

The critical nature of the moment, and his igno- 
ranee of the dispositions and . characters of his 
crew, would not allow Captain Lawrence to; no- 
tice such dastardly and mutinous conduct^in the 
manner it deserved. He dared not thwart the 
humours of men, over whose affections he had not 
had time to acquire any influence, and therefore 
ordered the purser to take them below and give 
them* checks for their prize money, which was 
accordingly done. 

It was wi the morning of the first June that 
the Chesapeake put to sea* The Shannon, on 
seeing her come out, bore away, and the other 
followed. At 4, p. m. the Chesapeake hauled up 
and fired a gun ; the Shannon then hove to. The 
vessels manoeuvred in s^wful silence, until withia 
pistol shot, when the Shannon opened her fire^ and 
both vessels, almost at the same moment poured 
forth tremendous broadsides. The execution in 
both ships was terrible, but the fire of the Sbai^- 
2ion was peculiarly fatal, not only making great 
slaughter among the men, but cutting down some 
of the most valuable officers. The very first shot 
killed Mr. White, Sailingrmaster of the Chesai?- 
peake, an excellent officer, whose loss at such a 
inoment, was disastrous in the extreme. The 
fourth Lieutenant, Mr. Ballard, received also a 
mortal wound in this broadside, and at the same 
aoaoment Captain Lawrence was shot tbroiigh the 
IpS witt^ a musket ball; he however . sup|>ortc»i 
himself on the companion way, and contined %i^ 
give his orders with his usual coolness. About 
three broadsides were exchangedi which} from the 
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eoessof the ships, were dreadfuUy destructive; 
i Chesapeake had three men shot from her 
D successively, each taking it as the other fell ; 
of course produced irregularity in the steer« 

and the consequence was, that her anchor 
ght in one of the Shannon's after ports. She 
thus in a position where her guns could not 
jrought to bear upon the enemy, while the lat- 
was enabled to fire raking shots from her 
most guns, which swept the upper.decks of 
Chesapeake, killing or wounding the greater 
ion of the men. A hand-grenade was thrown 
he quarter-deck, which set fire to some musket 
ridges, but did no other damage. 
1 this st^te of carnage and exposure, about 
ity of the Shannon's men, seeing a favourable 
ortunity for boarding, without waiting for or* 
, jumped on the deck of the Chesapeake.— 
tain Lawrence had scarce time to call hit 
*ders, when be received a second and mortal 
ud from a musket ball which lodged in his in- 
ues. Lieutenant Cox, who commanded the 
nd division, rushed up at the call for the boar- 
, but came just in time to receive his falling 
orander. He was tn^ the act of carrying him 
IV, when Captain Broke, accompanied by his 

Lieutenant, and followed by his regular 
tiers, sprang on board the Chesapeake. The 
e Lawrence saw the oveimhelmmg danger; 
ast words, as he was borne bleeding from the 
:, were, " Don't give up the ship !" 
iniuel Livermore, Esq. of Boston, who, from 
onal attachment to Captain Lawrence, had 
>m'panied him in this cruise as Chaplain, atr 
)ted to revenge his fall. He shot at Captam 
ke, but mifised him : the latter made ^ cut at 
head, which Livermore warded off, but in so 

gi t^ceived^^ severe wQuad in the arm. The 
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oaly officer tbat now remained on the upper dedk 
was Lieutenant Ludlow^ who was so entirely weak- 
ened and disabled by repeated wounds received 
early in the action, <as to be •incapable of personal 
resistance. The comparatively small number of 
men, therefore, that survived on the upi>er decks^ 
having no officer to head them, the British sue* 
ceeded in securing complete possession, befort 
those below could get up. Lieutenant Budd, who 
had commanded the first division below, being in* 
formed of the danger, hastened up with some 
men, but was^ overpowered by superior numbers, 
and cut down immediately. Great embarrass* 
ment took place, in consequence of the officers 
being unacquainted with the crew. In one in- 
stance in particular. Lieutenant Cox, on mounting 
the deck, joined a party of the enemy through 
mistake, 'and was made sensible of his error, by 
their cutting at him with their sabres. 

While this scene of havoc and confusion was g^- 
ing on above, Captain Lawrence, who was -lying 
in the ward-room, in excruciating pain, hearing 
the firing cease, forgot the anguish of his wounds .t 
having no officer ,near him, he ordered the s\x> 
l^on to hasten on deck and tell the officers ta 

Sbt on to the last, and never to strike the colours ; 
ding, "they shall wave while I live." The 
late of the battle, however, was decided. Finding 
all further resistapte vain, and a mere waste of 
life. Lieutenant Ludlow gave up the ship ; after 
which he received a sabre wound in the head frosi 
pne of the Shannon's crew, which fractured his 
Bkiiil, and ultimately proved mortal. He was one ^^< 
of the most ph>mi&ing officers of his age in the 
aervice^ highly esteemed for his professional taih 
ents, and beloved for the generous qualities thai 
aidomed his private character. 

Thus termiaated one of the most remMkahte 



UlLITJkJlT AND NAVAL HEROES. 89 

wl^ats OD naval record. From the peculiar ac- 
dents that attebded it, the battle was short, de^ 
rate and Moody. So long as the cannonading 
atinued, the Chesapeake is said to have clearly 
d the advantage ; and, had the ships not mo 
il, it is probable she would have captured the 
aooon. Though considerably damaged in her 
per works, and pierced with some shot holes ia 
r buliy yet she had suitaiiied no injury to afiect 
* safety ; whereas the Shannon had received 
eral shots between wind and water, and, con* 
luently, could not have sustained the action 
g. The havoc on both sides was dreadful ; 

to the singular circumstance of having every 
cer on the upper deck either killed or wounded » 
ly in the action, may chiefly be attributed the 
; of the Chesapeake. 

?he two ships presented dismal spectacles after 
battle. Crowded with the wounded and the 
ig, they resembled floating hospitals, sending 
b groans at every roll. The brave Broke lay 
rious from a wound in the head, which he is 

to have received while endeavouring to pre- 
: the slaughter of some of our men fibo had 
endered. In his rational intervals, h^ always 
le in the highest terms of the xourage and 
of liawrence, and the '* gallant and masterly 
^'' in which he brought the Chesapeake inte^ 
►n. 

he wounds of Captain Lawrence rendered it 
^ssible to remove him after the battle, and bis 
1 being very much shattered, lie remained in 
t^ard-rocHn. Here he lay attended by his own 
ion^ and surrounded by his brave and sufier« 
»fiicer8. He made no comment on the battle, 
ndeed was heard to utter a word, eicept to 
^such simple requests- as his necessities re- 
jd. In this way he lingered through four days, 
treme bodily pain, and then expired. 



70 BIOGRAPHT OF AMERICAN 

His body was wrapped in the colours of his 
§hip, and buried by the British, at Halffax, with 
the honour of war. From thence it Was removed 
by his friends, to Salem, in the state of Massachu- 
setts, where it received the most particular re- 
spect, and was again removed to the city of New- 
Icorki where it was buried with the honours of 
war. 

At the time of his death, he was but tJiirty-twa. 
years of age, nearly sixteen of which had been 
honourably expanded in the service of his country. 
He was a disciplinarian of the highest order, pro- 
ducing perfect obedience and subordination with- 
out severity. His men became zealously devoted 
to him, and ready to do, through affection, what 
severity would never have compelled. He was 
scrupulously correct in his principles, delicate in 
his sense of honour; and to his extreme jealousy 
of reputation he fell a victim, in daring an ill- 
matched encounter, which prudence would have 
Justified him in declining. In battle, where his- 
iofty and commanding person made him conspic- 
uous, the calm collected courage, and elevated- 
tranquillity which he maintained in the midst of 
peril, imparted a confidence to iBvery boSom. In 
the hour of victory he was moderate and unassum- 
ing,; .towards the vanquished he was gentle, gene- 
rous and humane. 

His brother being dead, he was the last male 
branch of a family, who looked up to him as its 
ornament and pride. His fraternal tenderness 
was the prop and consolation of two widowed 
sisters, and in him their helpless ofispring found a 
^father. He left, also, a wife and two young chil- 
dren, to whom he was fervently attached. The 
critical situation of the former, was one of those 
cares, whicii. preyed upon his mind, at the time he 
went forth to battle. The utmost precautions 
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were taken by his relatives, to keep fi^oin hei" the 
knowledge of her husband^s fate ; their anxiety 
was soon relieved by the birth of a son. The un- 
fortiuiate mother, at length, recovered from a long 
and dangeroqs confinement, before she learned 
the heart-rending intelligence of her husband's 
fate. 



COLONEL 

B. M. JOHNSON. 

This gentleman is a native of the State of Ken- 
tucky. When an infant, he was sent with his mo- 
ther anti other women and children, to take re- 
.fuge in a fort successfully defended only by about 
thirty men, against the assaults of a savage fcfe 
nearly 500 strong. His father was then absent in 
Virginia on business. Kentucky once formed a 
part of that state, and was derx>minated " New-Vir- 
ginia,'* of which the eccentric Daniel Boon was the 
first settler. His early education was limited to a 
country school. Ailer this, four years application 
in a country grammar-school prepared 4ilm for 
the study of the law, the practice of which he be- 
gan at nineteen years of age. When twenty-two 
years old, he was ushered into public life. After 
serving two years as a member of the Legislature 
of his native state, he was. elected to a seat in the 
House of Representatives of the Congress of the 
United States. He has been always attached to 
the republican party, and supported his vote in 
the National Legislature, for war to resist the 
aggressions of Great-Britain, by his personal 
services in the field. Here he displayed the na- 
tive dignity of his character, for courage, perse- 
verance, and enterprise. His early rustic em- 
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ployments had braced bis constitution, as it werf, 
with iron nerves. 

After the successful defence effort Stephenson^ 
when governor Shelby repaired to the scenes of 
warfare with 4000 mounted Kentuckians, to rein- 
force General Harrison in the Michig^an Territo- 
ry, Johnson commanded a.mounted regiment^ while 
the residue, from imperious circumstances, con- 
sented to,act as infantry. Governor Shelby's di* 
vision arrived at the bead-quarters of the North- 
Western army on the seventeenth of September, 
1813, shortly after Perry's victory. 

With this force, he halted at fort Meigs, with or- 
ders to advance to detroit by land while the Com- 
inander-in-chief approached it by water. He 
was to be informed by express of every move- 
ment. 

On the 30th of September, he arrived at De- 
troit, and immediately began to cross the river in 
boats. At this time the Britbh army was on its 
iTetreat up the river Thames, and Johnson's mount- 
ed regiment formed a part of the force selected 
to pursue it. 

£arly on the morning of the third of October, 
the General proceeded with Johnson's regiment, 
to prevent the destruction of tire bridges over 
the different streams thai fall into lake St. Clair 
and the Thames. These streams are deep and 
muddy, and are anfbrdable, for a considerable 
distance into the Gouatry. A Lieutenaivt of dra- 
goons and thirty privates, who had been sent back 
by General Proctor, to destroy the bridges, were 
made prisonen? wear tlie mouth of t^ Thames ; 
from: tbem the General learnt thai the enenoy bad 
zio informaition of their advance. 

Thte baggage* of the army was brought from 
Detroit in bwts, protected by a part of Commo^ 
dore Perry's scpiadvan. In the evening, ibe armj 
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arrived at Drakie's farm, eight miles from the 
mouth of the Thames, and encamped. This rivec 
is a fine, deep stream, navigable for vessels of con- 
siderable burthen, after the passage of the bar at 
its mouth, over wbicfa there is generally seven 
. feet water. The gun4>oats could ascend as far as 
Dalson's, below which the country is one contin- 
ued prairie, and at once favourable for cavalry 
movements, and for the co-operation of the gun- 
boats. Above Dalson's, the aspect of the coun- 
try changes; the river, though still deep, is not- 
more than seventy^yards wide, and its banks high 
and woody. 

At Chatham, four miles from Dalson's, and six- 
teen miles from lake St. Clair, is a small deep 
creek, where the army found the bridge taken up, 
and the enemy disposed to dispute their passage, 
and upon the arrival of the advance guard, com- 
menced a heavy £re from the oppo^te bank, as 
well as a flank fire from the right bank of the 
river. " The army halted and formed in order of 
battle. The bridge was repaired under cover 
of a fire from two six pounders. The Indians did 
not relish the fire from our cannon, and retired. 
Colonel Johnson, being on the right, had seized 
the remains of a bridge at M'Gregor's mills, un- 
der a heavy fire from the Indians. He lost on 
this occasion two killed and four Wounded. The 
enemy set fire to a house near the bridge, contain- 
:ag a considerable quantity of muskets ; the 
flauies were extinguished and the arms saved. At 
the first farm above the bridge, they found one of 
the enemy's vessels on fire, loaded with arms and 
[ ordnance stores. Four iviles higher up, the ar- 
my took a position for the night. Here they 
found two other vessels, and a .large distillery, 
filled with ordnance and stores to an immense 
amount, in flames. Two twenty-four pounders, 

VOL. II. 7 
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ifrith their' carriages, were taken, and a large 
quantity of balls and shells of various sizes. 

The army was put in motion early on the mom* 
Ine of the' fifth. The General accompanied Colo- 
nel Johnson ; and Governor Shelby followed with 
the infontry. Thil mornitig, the army captured 
two gun->boat8 and several batteaux loaded with 
provisions and ammunition. At nine, they reach-. 
Bd Arnold's mills, where there was a fording place, 
and the only one for a considerable distance. 
'Here the army crossed to the right bank, the 
mounted regiment fording, and the infantry in 
the captured boats. The passage, though re-, 
tardcd for want of a sufficient number of boats, 
was completed by 12 o'clock. 

Eight miles above the ford, they passed the 
ground where the British force had encamped the 
night before. The General directed the advance 
of Colonel Johnson's regiment to accelerate Aeir 
march, for the purpose of ascertaining the dis- 
tance of the enemy. The officer commanding it, 
shortly after sent word back that his progress was 
stopped by the enemy, who were formed across 
our line of march. 

The army was now within three miles of the 
Moravian town, and within one mile of the enemy. 
The road passed through a beech forest without 
any clearing, and for the first two miles, near to 
the bank of the river. At the distance of fifty 
rods from the river, k a swamp running parallel 
to it, and extending all the way to the Indian vil- 
lage. The intermediate ground dry, the sur&ce 
level, the trees lofty and thick, with very little un- 
derwood to impede the progress of man or horse, 
except that part which borders on the swamp. 

Across this narrow strip of land, the British 
force was drawn up in line to prevent theitdvanoe 
of the American army. Their left, resting on the 
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fiver, was defended by four pieces of cannon ; 
near the centre were two other pieces. Near the 
swamp, the British line was covered by a large 
Indian force, who also lined the margin of the 
swamp to a considerable distance. The British 
troops amounted to 600 ; the Indians probably to 
1200. 

As it was not practicable to turn the enemy in 
flank, it became necessary to attack them in front, 
Geoeral Harrison did not long hesitate in his' 
choice of tbe mode of atta^. It. was as novel as 
it was successful. 

The ttoops at his disposal might amount to 
3000 men; yet, from the peculiar nature of the 
ground, one half of this force could not advanta* 
geously engage the enemy. 

About one hundred and fifty regulars, under 
Colonel Ball, occupied the narrow space between 
the road .and river ; they were ordered to advapce 
and amuse the enemy ; and, if an opportunity 
ofiered, to seise hi» cainnon. A small party of 
friendly Indians was directed to move under the 
bank. Colonel Johnson's regiment was drawn 
up in close column, with its right a few yards dis- 
tant from the road, * with orders to charge at full 
speed as soon as the enemy delivered his fire.— 
The Kentucky volunteers, under Major*general 
Henny, were formed in the rear of the mounted 
regiment, in three lines extending from the road 
to the swamp. General Desha's division covered 
the left of Johuson'a regiment. Governor Shelby 
was at the crotchet, formed by the front line and 
Creneral Desha's division. — This was an important 
point. General Cass and Commodore Perry 
volunteered as aids to General Harrison, who 

! placed himself at the head of the front line of in- 
iantry, to direct the movements of the cavalry, 
and to give them the necessary support. Suck 
was the order of battle. 
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The army moved io this order till the mounted 
men received the fire of the enemy, at the distance 
of two hundred yards. The charge was beat, and, 
iQ an instant, one thousand horse were in motion 
at full speed; the right, led on by Colonel John- 
son, broke through the British lines and formed 
in their re)ar. The enemy's pieces were not load- 
ed ; their bayonets were not fixed, and they sur- 
rendered at discretion : the whole was the work 
of a minute. In breaking through their ranks, 
our men killed twelve and wounded thirty-seven 
of the British regulars. The shock was unexpect- 
ed. They were not prepared to resist it ; some 
were trampled under the feet of our horses; 
others were cut down by the soldiei*s ; very few 
were shot, for the fire was not general. Had the 
enemy shown the least symptoms of resistance, 
after their lines were broken through, the greater 
part would have been destroyed ; but they were 
passive. Never was terror more strongly depicted 
on the countenances of men. Even the o£Scer8 
were seen with uplifted hands, exclaiming "iq|uar* 
ters !" There is no doubt but that they expected 
to be massacred, believing that the Kentuckians 
would retaliate the bloody scenes of Raisin and 
Miami. 

On the left, the contest was moreiserious ; Co- 
lonel Johnson, who commanded on that flank of 
bis regiment, received a terrible fire from the 
Indians, which was kept up for some time. The 
Colonel led the head of his column into the hot- 
test of the enemy's fire, and was personally op- 
posed to Tecumseh. At this point, a condensed 
mass of savages had collected. Tet, regardless 
of danger, he rushed into the midst of them ; so 
thick were the Indians, at tliis moment, that seve- 
ral might have reached him with their rifles. He 
rode a white borse, and was known to be an officer 
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of raak ; a shower of bidk wa» discharged at bim, 
some of which took effect* His horse was shot 
imder him, and his clothes, his saddle, and his 
person were pierced with bullets. — ^At the aooment 
his horse fell, Tecemseh rushed towards him with 
an oplifted tomahawk, to give the fatal stroke ; 
but Johnson's presence of mind did not folrsake 
him in this perilous predicament ; he drew a pis-> 
tol from his bolster, and laid bis daring opponent 
dead at hin^ feet. He was unable to do more, the 
loss of blood deprived him of strength to stand. 
Fortunately, at the moment of Tecumseb's fall, the 
enemy, ^ave way, which secured him from the 
reach of their tomahawks. He received five shots 
—three in the right tbigh, and two in the left arm. 
Six Americans and twenty-two Indians fell within 
20 yards of the spot where Tecuinseh was killed, 
and tbe trains of blood almost covered the ground. 
The Indians continued a brisk fire from the 
margin of the swamp, which made some impres- 
sion on a line of Kentucky volunteers ; but Gover- 
nor Shelby brought up a regiment to its support, 
and their fire soon became too warm for the ene- 
my. A part of Colonel Johnson's men having 
gained the rear of a part of the Indian line, tho 
rout became general. A small party of Indians 
attempted to gain the village by running up the 
narrow strip of dry land, but they were soon over- 
taken and cut down. The Indians fought bravely, 
and sustained a severe loss in killed and wounded. 
The death of Tecumseh was to them an irrepara- 
ble loss.* 



••• 



* The celebrated aboriginal warrior, Tecumseh, 
waa in tbe 44th year of bis age^ when he fell at the 
battle of the Thames. He was of the Shawanno© 
tribe, Eye feet ten inches high, wcU formed for activ- 

7* 



78 BIOa^APHT OF AXEBtCAN 

The Amerieao army had fifteen Killed and thir- 
ty wounded. 

. General Proctor abandoned his army at the 
moment Johnson's regiment beat the charge. 
He was supported in his flight by about fifty dra- 
goons. Some of the mounted men who pursued 
him were, at one time, within one hundred yards 
of bimj but were too weak to attack his guard. 
His carnage and papers were taken. So rapid 
was his retreating journey, that,, in twenty-four 
hours, he found himself sixty-five miles distant 
from the field of contest. 

. iiy and the endurance of fatigue, which he was capa* 
ble of sustaining in a very extraordinary degree. His 
carriage was erect and lofty— his motions quick— his 
eyes penetrating-*his visage stern with an air of hau- 
teur in his countenance, which arose from an eleva- 
ted pride of soul— it did not leave him even in death.' 
His eloquence was nervous, concise, impressive, fig* 
urative and sarcastic — his words were few, but always 
to the purpose. His dresa was plain— ^e was never 
known to indulge in gaudy decoration of his person, 
which is the general practice of the Indians. He 
wore on the day of his death, a dressed deer-skin coat 
and pantaloons. It is said he could read and write 
correctly ; this, however, is doubtful, as he was the 
ircecbnciliable enemy to civilization, and of course 
would not be apt to relish the fine arts. He. was, ijy 
every respect, a savage^ the greatest perhaps, since 
the days of Pontaic. His ruling ni^axioi in war, was 
to take no prisoners, and he strictly adhered to the 
sanguinary purposes of his .soul-*-he neither gave nor 
accepted quarters. Yet, paradoxical as it may seem, 
he was attentive and humane to the prisoners made by^ 
other tribes Nay* in one instance, he is said to have 
buried his tomahawk in the head of a Chippeway 
thief, whom he found actively engaged in massacre- 
hig some of Dudley's men, after they had been made^ 
prisoners by the British 4ind- indtans. it hadlon^ 
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After this affair, a suspension of arms took 
place ; the Indians sued for peace ; and Governor 
Shelby's forces^were discharged. 

The patience and fortitude with which Colonel 
Johnson endured the anguish of his wounds, and 
the incredible fatigues, severities, and privations 
of bis passage from Detroit to Saitdusi&y, and 
from thenice to Kentucky, surpassed, if possible, 
his coni*age On the field of battle. In the boiste- 
rous month of November, amid almost incessant 
rain^-^with five severe wounds which had barely 
began to heal, he was conveyed from bis lodgings 



b.een a favourite maxim of this aspiring chief to unite 
the northern, western, and southern Indians for the 
purpose of regaining the country as far as the Ohio* 
Whether this grand idea originated in his own, or. 
his brother's mind, or was suggested by the British, 
is not known, but this much is certain, he cherished 
the plan, with enthusiasm, and actually visited the 
Creek Indians to prevail pn them to join in the un- 
dertaking. He was always opposed to the sale of the 
Indian laads-— In a council at Vincennes, in I A 10, he 
was found equal to the insidious arts of a diplomatist. 
In one of his speeches he pronounced General Har« 
rison a, liar. He has been in. almost every battle with. 
the Americans since the time of Uarmer'a. defeat to 
that of the Thames. He has been several times 
wounded^ and always sought the hottest -of thie fire. 
A few minutes before be received the fatal fire o£CoK 
onel Johnson, he . had received a musket ball. in his 
left aan, yet his efforts to conquer ceased only with 
life. When. a youthj and before the treaty of Green-- 
vilievbe had so often signalized himself) that he was 
reputed, one of the boldest of the Indian warriors. In 
the first settlement of Kentucky} he was peculiarly 
acuve in seizing boats going down the Ohio, killing: 
the passengers^ and.carrying off their property. He 
made frequeM incursions into Keniuckyy where h& 
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in Detroit, to a boat but ill provided with bands, 
and with scarcely a cover from the chilling storms 
of the season. Finally, after ninety hours of un^ 
remitted exertion, the party arrived at Fort Ste- 
phenson, at midnight. Here the boat was aban- 
donedr-and he was placed on a litter, su&peoded 
between two horses — ^the rains re-comoieiiced,. 
but the route was continued — ^^a dreary wilder- 
ness, streams unfordable, bad roads, numerous 
rivers and a distance of 300 miles sepamted the 
party from Kentucky. Yet all these formidable 
impediments were overcome with inflexible per* 
severance and astonishing celerity. 

After spending eight or ten weeks in Kentucky, 
he was so far recovered from his wounds, that he 
repaired to the seat of government, and resimied 
his seat in Congress. The fame of his exploits 
bad preceded him ; and he was every where re- 
ceived with distinguished testimonials of respect 
and admiration. 



would invariably murder some of the settlers^ and es- 
cape with several horses laden with phinder. He 
always eluded pursuit, and when too closely pressedy 
would retire to the Wabash. His ruitng passion 
seems to have been glory— he was careless of wealthy 
and aldiough his pTunderings and subsidies must 
have amounted to a great sum, he preserved lit^ 
for himself. After his fall on the fifth of October^ 
his person was viewed with great interest by the offr- 
cers and soldiers of Harrison^s army. It was some* 
lime before the identity of his person was sufficiently 
recognized to remove all doubts as to the certainty 
of his death. There was a kind of fierocious pleasure^ 
if the expression may be allowed, in conteroplathig 
the contour of his features which was majestic, even 
in death. Some of the Kentuckians disgraced them- 
selves by committing indignities on his dead body» 
He was scalped and otherwise *• * ^ 
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In a sobsequent session of Congt*es8, be voted 
for the Compensation Lato^ which repealed that of 
allowing members of Congress $6 per day and 
travelling expenses, and commuted their services 
for a salary of $1500 per annum ; which was so 
unpopular that it was repealed the next session. 
This law was made a party question, but notwitb- ^ 
standing the strong opposition it afforded to John- 
son, a recollection of past services' produced his 
re-election to a seat in the National Councils. 

During the recess of Congress, he devotes most 
of his time to agricultural pursuits — having for a 
number of years abandoned the practice of the 
law. 

Colonel Johnson is in stature rather above the 
middle size^ well formed, of a firm but prepossess- 
ing aspect ; his words are few, but always express- 
ed with grace and enei^y. 



CAPTAIN 

OLIVER HAZABD PERBY. 

The ^* Hero of Lake Erie," was born at New- 
port, Rhode-Island, in August, 1785. In the dis- 
turbance between France and the United States, 
during the administration of President Adams, 
his father, Christopher Raymond Perry, com- 
manded the United States' sloop of war General 
Greene, on board of which, in 1798, young Perry 
entered as a midshipman, under the immediate eye 
of his parent. He was, soon after, ordered to the 
squadron destined for the Mediterranean, in which 
he served during the Tripoline war. After affairs 
were adjusted with that regency, the tranquil state 
©f things threw him in the vale of obscurity, un- 
til 1810, when he was advanced to the rank of 
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I>ietttenant-coniniandaiit, and was ordered to take 
charge of the United States' schooner Revenge, 
and to cruise in Long-Island sound, for the pur« 
pose of enforcing an observance oit the Embacrgo 
law. 

In the following spring, he lost his vessel on 
Watch-hill reef, during the existence of a thick 
fiog. He used every possible exertion to save the 
guns and property, and partially succeeded. A 
court of inquiry, instituted at his own desire, not 
#nly exonerated him from blame, but applauded 
bis seal, which was seconded by a complimentary 
letter from the Secretary of the navy. 

Shortly after his return to Newport, he wa$ 
married to Miss Mason, daughter of Dr. Mason, 
and niece of Christopher Champliu, Escu one of 
the Senators from Rhode Jsland in the ^ongres» 
of the United States. 

He took charge of the flotilla of gun-boats sta- 
tioned in the hflrbour of New-York, early in 1812, 
4irith the rank of Master-commandant. Here he 
remained about a year, disciplining his crews. 
As war had begun its ravages between Great Bri* 
tain and the United States, he sought a more ac- 
tive sphere ; and, at his own request, he was 
transferred to the ser?ice on the Lakes. 

In pursuance of this disposition of his services, 
he repaired with a reinforcement of seamen to 
Sackett's Harbour, on Lake Ontario, to act under 
Commodore Chauncey. The transportation of 
the seamen from the sea-board to the harbour, 
from its nQvelty to the sdns of Neptune, afforded 
them the highest amusement, particularly as Jt 
was a ^^ land crui$e^^ in the depth of winter. 

After remaining at Sackett's Harbour some 
time, Commodore Chauncey despatched Perry to 
take chaise of the squadron then fitted and fit* 
ting out on lake Erie, and to hasten their equip* 



ttettt«. At this time, the British fleet oti that lake, 
was commatided by Captain Barclaj, an officer 
^ high standing, rank, and skill, who had seen 
much service, and whose force was of superior 
strength to the American squaditm. 

Perry pursoed his ob|ect unmolested by the 
^emy, who was continually hovering about the 
harbour. Having equipped and manned his ves- 
sels, he buoyed them over the bar, on which was 
only five feet water, at the harbour's mouth of 
the port of £rie» on the 4th of Ai^;ust, 1^13.— 
The enemy were peaceable spectators of the 
fiicene. The next day he sailed in pursuit of them, 
and returned to port on the 6th, without accom« 
plishing his ol^ect. The day following he was 
reinforced by several officers and eighty seamen 
under Lieutenant £lliot, which gave his squadron 
a full complement. He again sailed on the 12th9 
on a cruise, and on the 15th arrived sA Sandusky- . 
bay, in front of the encampment of the American 
army, commanded by General Harrison. Thence 
he proceeded to cruise off Maiden, and the British 
commander thought proper io hug his force for 
protection, close under the guns o( the British 
fortifications. The inhabitants were filled mik 
terror and consternation at the sight of the Amer- 
ican sqaadron, and the astonished Indian allies of 
the British crown, urged the Britbh squadron to 
put to sea, and give battle. They, however, felt 
^emselves not disposed to risk an engagement ; 
and Perry returned to Sandusky-ba v. 
. Nothing of moment happened until the morning 
of the 10th of September. The American squad- 
ron were then lying at anchor in Put-in-bay, and 
consisted of brigs Lawrence, Commodore Perry, 
20 guns ; Niagara, Captain Eiliot, 20 do ; Caledo- 
nia, Purser M'Grath, i do ; schooners Ariel, Lieut. 
Packet, 44o3 Scorpion, Sailing-master Champ- 
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lin, e do ; Somers, Almy, 2 do. and 2 smveh ; 
Tigress, Lieutenant Conklin, 1 do ; Porciipine, 
Midshipman G. Senat, 1 do ; sloop Trippe, lieu- 
tenant Smith, 1 do 5 in all 54 guns. 

At sunrise they discovered the enemy, and im- 
mediately got* under way and stood for him, with 
a light wind at southwest. The British force 
consisted of ship Detroit, 19 guns, 1 on pivot, and 
2 howitzers ; Qiieen Charlotte, 17 do. 1 on pivot; 
schooner Lady Prevost, 13 do. 1 on pivot ; brig 
Hunter, 10 do ; sloop Little Belt, 3 do ; schooner 
Chippeway, i do. 2 swivels ; in all 63 guns. 

At 10, A. M. the wind hauled to the southeast 
and brought our squadron to windward. Com- 
modore Perry then hoisted his union jack^ haviog 
for a motto, the dying words of the valiant Law- 
rence, " Don't give up the ship !" It was received 
with repeated cheeriogs by the officers and crews. 
And now, having formed his line, he bore for the 
enemy ; who likewise cleared for action, and haul- 
ed up his courses. As the hostile squadrons ap- 
proached each other, suddenly a bugle was soun- 
ded from on board the enemy's ship Detroit, and 
loud huzzas immediately burst forth from all 
their crews. 

As soon as the Lawrence came withiq the reach 
of the enemy's long guns, they opened a heavy 
fire upon her, which, from the shortness of her 
guns, she was unable to return. . Perry, without 
waiting for his schooners, kept on his course which 
induced the enemy to suppose it was his intention 
to board. In a few minutes, having gained a 
nearer position, he opened his fire. The length 
of the enemy's guns, however, gave them greatly 
the advantage, and the Lawrence was excessively 
cut up without being able to do any great damage 
in return. Their shot pierced her sides in all di- 
rections, killing the men on the birth deck and in 
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llie Steerage, where they. had been taken down to 
be dressed. One ^hot had nearly produced a 
fatal explosion ; passing through the light room 
it knocked the snuff of .the candle into the maga* 
sine ; fortunately the gunner happened to aee it, 
aad had the presence of mind to extinguish it im* 
mediately with his hand. 

Their heaviest fire was directed at the Law- 
cence, and Perry finding the hazard of bis situa- 
tion made sail, and directed the other vessels to 
follow for the- purpose of closing with the foe. 
The tremendous fire, however, to whichhe was 
exposed, soon cut away every brace and bowline, 
and the Lawrence became unmanageable. 

£ven la this disastrous plight, she sustained the 
action. for upwards of two hours, within canister 
distance, though for a great part of the time the 
Lawrence could not get more than three guns to 
bear upon her antagonist. It was admirable to 
behold the perfect order and regularity that pre- 
vailed among her valiant and devoted crew, 
throughout this scene of horror. Nq trepidation, 
no confusion occurred, even for an instant ; as fast 
as the men were wounded, they -were carried be- 
low, and others stept into their places ; the dead 
remained where they fell until after the action* 
At this juncture, the fortune of the battle trembled 
on a point, and the enemy believed the day their 
own. The Lawrence was. reduced to a mere 
wreck ; her decks were streaming with blood, and 
covered with mangled limbs and the bodies of the 
slain ; nearly the whole of her crew were either 
killed or wounded; her guns, were dismounted, 
and the Commodore and his officers helped 4a 
work the last gun that was capable of being used. 

Finding the Lawrence was incapable of fur- 
ther service, he gave his vessel in charge to Lieu- 
tenant Tarnall, who had already distinguished 

^VOL, II. 8 
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Wmself by his bravery, and bauled down bis 
vntoii, beiuing tbe nietlo of Lawreoce, and taking 
il under bis arm, ordered it to be pot on board of 
the Niagara, Which was then in close engage* 
nent. In leaving the Lawrence, he gave his pilot 
ehoic« «itber 4a rem^ on board, or accoaq>any 
bim ; the pilot replied, ^' he'd stick by him to the 
last," and jumped into the boat Perry went off 
firom the ship standing up in the stem of the boat, 
until the crew absolutely pulled him down amoi^ 
them. Broadsides were levelled at him, and 
•mall acma -discharged by the enemy, two of 
wbose vessels were within musket shot, and a 
third one nearer. His shipmates who remained 
behind, stood watching bim, in anxiety ; the balls 
Itnick around him and flew over his head in every 
direction ; but the same special Providence that 
seems to have watched over the youthful hero, 
throughout this desperate battle, conducted him 
safety through a shower of shot, and they beheld 
with transport his flag hoisted at the mast4iead of 
the Niagara. No sooner was he on board, than 
Captain Elliot volunteered to put off in a boat 
and bring into action the schooners which had 
been kept astern by light wind ; the offer was aie- 
cepted, and Elliot left the Niagara to put it in ex- 
ecution. 

About this time, the flag of the Lawrence came 
down. The event was unavoidable ; ^e bad sua* 
tained the whole fury of the enemy, and was 
rendered incapable of defence : further show of 
resistance would have proved but a most useless 
4ind cruel carnage among the relics of her brave 
and mangled crew. The enemy, however, were 
not able to take possession of her, and subsequent 
circumstances enabled her again to hoist her flag. 

Commodore Perry now made agnal for close 
action, and the smau vessels got out their sweeps 
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indmade all saiL Finding that the Niagara was 
but little injured, he determined, if pos&ible, to 
break the enemy's line. He accordingly bore up 
and passed ahead of the two ships and brig, giv«> 
ing them a raking lire from his starboard guns, 
and also to a large schooner and sloop from his 
larboard side, about half pistol shot cnstance.--* 
Having passed the whole squadron, he luffed up 
and laid his ship along side of the British Commo* 
dore. The smaller vessels under the directioa 
of Captakf ElKot, having, in the mean time, got 
witbiA grape and canister distance, and keeping 
up a well directed fire, the whole of the enemj 
struck, excepting two small vessels, which at- 
tempted to escape, but were afterwards taken. 

xhe engagement lasted about three hours, and 
never was victory more decisive and compietev 
The captured squadron, as has been shown, ez<r 
eeeded ours in weight of metal and nuaiber of 
guns. Their crews were also more numerous ; 
the Americans were a motley collection of somt 
good seamen, mixed with soldiers, volunteers and 
boys, and manv were on the sick list. IMore pri«> 
toners were taKen than we had men io guaro.— «- 
The loss on both ades was severe. Scarcely any 
of the Lawrence's crew esc^q^ed unhurt. Among 
those slaitti, was Lieutenant Brooks of the ma«- 
rines., a gay and elegant young oficer, &11 of 
spirit, of amiable manners, and remarkable for Us 
personal beauty. Lieutenant Yaroall, though re* 
peatedly wounded, refused to quit the deck, du* 
ring the whole of the action. Commodore Per* 
ry, notwithstanding that he was continually ia 
the most exposed situations of the battle, escar 
caped uninjured ; be wore an ordinary seaman's 
dress, which, perhaps, prevented him from be^ 
ing picked off by the enemy's sharp shooters.— 
He had a younger brother with him on board 
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the Lawrence, as Midshipman, who was equally 
fortunate in receiving no injury, though bis ship- 
mates, fell all around turn. Tw^Jiifdian chiefs had 
been stationed in the tops of the Detroit, but when 
the action became warm, so panic struck were 
they with the terrors of the scene, and the strange 
perils that surrounded them, that they fled preci- 
pitately to the. hold of the ship, where they were 
found, after the battle, in a state of utter conster«» 
nation. The bodies of several other Indians were 
said to have been' found the next day on the shores 
of the lake, supposed to have been slain during 
the engagement and thrown overboard. 

The loss of the British in killed and wounded, 
was estimated at 160, and that of the Americans 
at 1 23. Oil board the British fleet, the Captain 
and first Lieutenant of the Queen Charlotte were 
killed. Commodore Barclay, of the 1^»sij Pre^ 
vost, was severely wounded and lost bis hand- 
He, however, did himself honour by the brave and 
obstinate resistance which he made. He was a 
fine looking officer, then about thirty-six years of 
age. He has seen much service, having been des- 
perately wounded in the battle of Trafalgar, and 
afterwards losing an arm in another engagement 
with the French. In the present battle, be was 
twice carried below, on account of his wounds, 
and had the misfortune to have his remaining 
band shot away. While below, the second time» 
his officer came down and told him that they must 
-strike, as the ships were cut to pieces, and the 
men could not be kept to their guns. Commo- 
dore Barclay was then carried on deck, and after 
taking a view of their situation, and finding all 
chance of success was over, reluctantly gave or- 
ders to strike. 

In the course of the action. Perry noticed a 
prime and favourite sailor, who was Captain of 
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one of the guns, very mudi embamssed with his 

piece, which in consequence of the firelock being 

broken, was rather uomanag^able, and rebbanded. 

P^rry approached him, and in an encoura^ng 

manner, asked him *' what is the matter." The 

honest tar, wh« had been showing signs of infinite 

vexation, turned round, and, as if speaking of a 

mistress, exclaimed reproachfully, " sir, my gun 

behaves shamefully !" He then IcFelled, and hav* 

iDg. taken aim, raised up and squared himself^ , 

when suddenly a cannon ball struck him in the 

breast, passed through him and he fell dead with* 

out a groan ! 

Laeutenant Taraall, of the Lawrence, behaved 
throughout With great bravery and codness. He 
was dressed as a common seamen, a red bandana 
handkerchief was tied round his neck, and another 
round his bead, to staunch two wounds which he 
had received. From these, the blood trickled 
down bis face, and a splinter having passed 
through his nose, it had swelled to a bideouv mag« 
nitude. In this frightful plight, looking like the 
vei^ genius of carnage and ill luck, he came up 
to Perry, in th6 hottest and bloodiest of the fight, 
and announced to him that all the officers of his 
division were killed. Perry ordered others in 
their place. Shortly after, Yarnall returned wilb 
a repetition of the dismal tidings that all the offi« 
cers were shot down 1 Then sir, said Perry, ** you 
must endeavour to make out by yourself, i have 
no more to furnish you with*" 

Soon after the victory ou lake Erie, the Presi* 
dent of the tJoit^ States appoinlod Oliver H» 
Perry tf> the rank of^Captain in the navy. 

The Commodope was pr«seoted with the free- 
dom of the cities of New-Tork add Albany. 
Thethanks of Congress were voted to the Conn 

8* 
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modore, his x^kers^ seamen and imirkies ;- and 
medals were presented to him and his officers. 

The thanks of the Senate of Pennsylvania, with 
medals, also, were voted to the Commodore, and 
those brave men who served under him. 

Rejoicings, illuminations, and bonfires, were 
exhibited through all parts of the United States* 

The capture of the British fleet removed the 
chief object to the capture of Maiden ; and Gen-^ 
eral Harrison made dispositions to avail himself 
of it. Boats were collected, and troops assem- 
bled. Governor Shelby arrived on the 17th of 
September, at the mouth of Portage river, with 
about 4000 volunteers. General M'Arthur joined 
the army in three days after, with his brigade 
from Fort Meigs. On the 21st, the embarkation 
of troops commenced. Put-in-bay Island was 
the place of rendezvous. Commodore Perry's 
fleet, including the captured vessels, were engaged 
in protecting and assisting the men and boats^ 
as well as in conveying stores, baggage, &z;c. The 
army again embarked on board the fleet and 
boats at Put-in-bay, on the 25th, and arrived the 
same evening at the Eastern sister, a small island 
about sixteen miles from Maiden. Here the ex- 
pedition was detained some time by bad weather, 
during which time, a reconnoisance of the ene- 
my^s coast was made by General Harrison, and 
Commodore Perry ; a despatch was also sent to 
appri^ Colonel Johnson of their movements, wlio, 
' with his mounted rangers, was to co-operate in 
the reduction of Maiden. 

On the 27th, the army embarked at the Eas- 
tern Sister, and landed near Maiden, in excellent 
order.' The enemy havingpreviously evacuated 
the town, it was entered by the Americans without 
opposition. After the capture of Maiden, Perry 
jictc! as a rcinrJ/jcr akl; to GcncrrTli^rrlson, ia 
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Urpursuit of the British, on the river Thames, 
and was present at the battle of Moravian town, 
on the fifth of October. 

When the British presented a formidable force 
for the invasibn of Maryland and Virginia, and 
proceeded to the conflagration of the public 
works, at the city of Washington, he commanded 
a body of seamen and marines on the Potomac. 
He was, afterwards^ appointed to command the 
Java frigate, built at Baltimore ; and after the 
conclusion of peace with Great Britain, sailed in 
1815, as one of the squadron under Commodore 
Decatur, sent to the Mediterranean to settle 
affairs between the United States and x\lgiers.— 
While in that sea, sdrae difference arose between 
bim and Mr. Heath, commandant of marines on 
board his ship. This led to a court-martial, the 
result of whi^b, subjected both these officers to a 
private reprimand from Commodore Chauncey. 
Captain Heath not being appeased, laid his griev- 
ances before the public in a pamphlet, after his 
return to the United States, and was about the 
same time appointed to a Consulate by the gov- 
ernment. Perry returned with the squadron to 
the United States. This affair produced a duel 
between the parties ; Captain Heath's fire did not 
take effect. Commodore Perry discharged his 
pistol in the air, and the quarrel terminated.— 
The meeting took place in New-Jersey, opposite 
to New-Nork, in the summer of 1818.. " 
* The unfortunate dispute between these twogeU'? 
ilemen having been the subject of various com- 
ments, and having excited considerable interest 
throughout the union, the following is given as 
\be authentic statement of the transaction, certi- 
fied by the friends of the parties. 

Commodore Perry, in consequence of having re- 
ceived a communic'dtion frorj Contain Heath 'm 
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Rhode Island, on which the civil authorities of ' 
diat state prevented him from aeting, was induced 
to go on to Washington on the 10th of October 
for the pui'pose of giving to Captain Heath the ta* 
tisfaction which he had demanded. The absence of 
his previously engaged friend, Commodore Dt* 
catur, whom he had passed on the road, rendered 
it necessary that he should resort to the intervene 
tion of another friend for a time, that the intention 
of his visit might be communicated to Captain 
tieath. This was accordingly done, and the fol^ 
lowing preliminary arrangements were agreed 
upon between Major Hamilton, on the part of 
Commodore Perry, and Lieutenant Desha, on 
the part of Captain Heath : 

1st. It is understood that Commodore Perry is 
to proceed to Philadelphia, or its vicinity, by the 
route of Baltimore, where he is to- remain until< 
the arrival of Captain Heath's friend. 

2d. That Captain Heath is to proceed l^.4he- 
way of Frederick and York to Phikdelpbia,: and- 
to remain in the suburbs until the arrangements > 
are made for a meeting between himself and 
Commodore Perry— ^his name not to be o» the 
stage bills. 

3d. Lieutenant Desha and Major Hsunilton are 
to meet at Rensfaaw's on Wednesday after the ar^ 
rival of the Newcastle boat. 

'4th. Ti\at the meeting between ComBiod<H*e 
Perry and Captain Heath b to take place on S»- 
twrday morning or as soon after as practicable* 

Washington City^ Oct. 12, 1818. 

Endorsed on this preliminary arrangement wair - 
the following note : 

Captain Perry deisires it to be expressly under- 
stood, tbatin accordkig to Captain Heath the per* 
sonal satisfkction he has demanded, he has been • 
influenced entirely by a sense of what be consid?^ 
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ers due from bim as an atonement to the violated 
rules of the service, and not by any considerations 
of the claims which Captain Heath may have for 
laaking such a demand, which he totally denies, 
as such claims have been forfeited by the measures 
of a public character which Captain Heath has 
adopted towards him. If, therefore, the civil au- 
thority should produce an impossibility of a 
meeting at the time and place designated, ef 
which he will take every precaution to prevent, 
he will consider himself absolutely exonerated 
from any responsibility to Captain Heath, touching 
their present cause of difference. 
(Signed) J. HAMILTON, Jun. . 

(for Captain Perry.) 

AFP&OV£l^ 

(Signed) R. M. DESHA. 

In consequence of the foregoing the parties 
assembled at Philadelpl^a, and Major Hitmiltoii 
there transferred the abo^ memorandum to Com- 
modore Decatur, introducing to him, at the same 
time, Liieutenant Desha as the friend of Captain 
Heath, when the foUovring arrangements were 
made : 

Philadelphia, 14th Oct. 1818. 
Memorandum qf the preliminary arrangements be* 
ttoeen Commodore Decatur ^ on the part of Cap* 
tain Perry ^ and Lieutenant Desha^ on the part of 
Captain Heath. 

1st. That it is understood that Captain Perry 
and his friend are to proceed to New-lfork, or its 
vicinity, where he is to remain until the arrival of 
Captain Heath, or until the period which is named 
in this paper for their meeting. 

2d. That Captain Heath, with his friend, are to 
follow and remain at some convenient point on the 
Jersey shore, near the city of New-York, and to 
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¥, 



We informatioB after their arrival to Caffttaia 

erry's friend, where such arrangements will be 
made as may be deemed necessary* 

3d. The parties to be on the point specified^ 
and the notification required by the 2d article 
given prior to the approaching Monday, tha 19th« 

The parties accorakigly met on Monday, the 
19 tb inst. at 12 o'clock, on the Jersey shore of tlw 
Hudson, where Captain Perry received the fice 
of Certain Heath without returning it, when Coow 
modore Decatur immediately stepped forward and 
declared, that Commodore Perry had come to 
the ground with a determination not to return tbe 
fire of Captain Heath, in proof of which he read 
a letter from Commodore Perry to him, which he 
had written, (and which is herewith subjoined) 
soliciting him to become his friend, and, therefore, 
he presumed the party aggrieved was satisfied. 
Captain Heath having expressed his acquiescence 
in this opinion, and that the injury he had receiv** 
ed from Captain Perry was atoned for, the par- 
ties returned to the city. 

We do hereby certify tbe foregoing is a correct 
statement. 

(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR. 

R. M. DESHA. 

Letter from Commodore Perry, referred to iU 
the foregoing, to Commodore Decatur. 

Washington, January 18, 1818; 
JUyDear Commodore, 

1 ou are already acquitted with the unfortu- 
Mte affair which has taken place between Captain 
Heath and myself. Although I consider, from the 
course he has thought proper to pursue, that I am 
absolved from all accountability to him, yet, as I 
did, in a moment of irritation, produced by a 
strong provocation, raise my band against a per* 
son honoured with a commission, I have determine- 



ed, upon mature reflection, togiTehim a meetingi 
should he call on me ; declaring at the same time^ 
tint I cannot consent to return his fire, as the 
ateeting^ on my part, will be entirely as an atone- 
ment wr the violated rules of the service. I re- 
quest, therefore, my dear sir, that you will act as 
mj friend on this occasion. 

Very truly, your friend, O. H. PERRY. 
Commodore Stephen Decatur. 

In June, 1819, Commodore Perry sailed firom 
the Chesapeake in the U. S. ship John Adams, for 
the»West indies and a cruise, with sealed ordersi 
and was joined during the cruise, by other vessels, 
the whole under his command. 
< The duties assigned to the Commodore were On 
this, as on all former occasions, executed with 
prudence, address, and resolution. At Angostura 
he was honoured by a splendid public dinner, at 
which many of the most distinguished military 
and civil officers were present. But, alas ! in the 
midst of great usefulness, great ezpectation,^and 
high honours, death hovered about one of the best 
of the sons of our republic : Perry was destined 
to die in the service. 

The United States' Corvette John Adams, 
Lieut* commandant Claxton, arrived in Hamp- 
ton Roads the 24th September, from Port Spain, 
Trinidad, bringing the melancholy tiding3 that, 
the hero of Lake Erie was no more ! 

Soon after sailing from Angostura, be was ta« 
ken with the y ellow-fwer ; and, although he was 
attended by two physiaans, he was reduced to the 

freatesi extremity on the fourth day of his illness* 
ensible of his approaching illness, he called his 
officers together, and coipmunicated his last wish- 
es. He retained his faculties to the last, and was 
perfectly resigned, submitting to his fate with re- 
solution and fortitude. He breathed' his last, as 
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the U. S. schooner Nonsuch (in which be sailed) 
entered Port Spain, the 23d August, 1820. 

His remains were interred at Port Spain, on the 
24th of August, with Naval and Military honours. 
The troops of the island, a great concourse of 
citizens, together with the officers and crews of 
the John Adams and Nonsuch, formed the pro- 
cession. The funeral was splendid and imposing, 
and there appeared to be but one sentiment of 
mournful regret among all who assembled to wit- 
ness this melancholy spectacle. The conduct of 
the Governor, Sir Ralph Woodford, on this ogpa- 
sion, was marked with distinguished respect to- 
wards the deceased, and every American should 
feel grateful to him for the honours which he paid 
to the remains of their gallant countryman* 

It was the wish of the officers of the squadroo, 
that the body should be immediately conveyed to 
the United States, but the Surgeons were of opin- 
ion that it would have been utterly impracticable. 

The Nonsuch lost whilst at Angostura, Midship- 
man Julian Depeyster, and four men, viz : David 
Ballentine,' John Harrison, Leighton Wood aud 
Antonio Flores, of yellow-fever, with which a ma- 
jority of her officers and crew suffered most se- 
verely. 

On the notification of the death of Commodore 
Perry, at the navy department, Washington, a 
circular was addressed to the several command- 
ing naval officers, commandants of navy yards, 
and the commandant of marines, requiring them 
to pay the usual tributes of respect to the memo* 
ry of the illustrious officer deceased, and to cau&e 
the officers of ther respective commands to wear 
crape on their left arm, during the space^of Ihirtjc 
days. 

Congress have made a liberal provision for the 
maintenance of the family, and the educatioa of tfie 
children of the deceased Commodore*. 
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CAPTAIN 

JACOB JONES. 

Jacob Jones, was born about the year 1770, 
heap ihe village of Smyrna, in the county of Kent, 
m the state of Delaware. His father was an iu- 
ilependent and respectable farmer. His mother,, 
of the name of Jones, was an amiable and inter- 
esting woman. She died when the subject of this 
4nemoir was yet an infant. Between two and 
three years afterwards, his father married again, 
with a Miss Holt, grand daughter of the honour- 
able Ryves Holt, formerly Chief Justice of the Su^- 
,preme Court, of Delaware. Shortly after this se- 
cond marriage, his /ather died, when this his only 
.child was scarcely four years of age. It was his 
good fortune to be left under the care of a good 
«tep-mother. By her he was nurtured from in- 
fancy to manhood, with maternal care and ten- 
derness. At an early age, he was placed at school, 
and his proficiency in learning was equal to her 
most anxious wishes. . After beconnng well ac- 
quainted with the general branches oran English 
education, he was transferred to a grammar school, 
at Lewes, in Sussex county, conducted by Doctor 
Matthew Wilson. Under his direction, he read 
the classics with much assiduity, and became well 
acquainted with the Latin and Greek languages. 
In the geographical lessons he continually bore off 
the palm, and received repeated proofs of appro- 
bation from his preceptor. At the age of eigh- 
teen, he left Lewes academy, ami commenced the 
study of physic and surgery, under Doctor Sykes, 
an eminent physician and surgeon of Dover, in 
the county oi Kent. With him he diligently pros- 
ecuted his studies for four years, after which he 
attended the usual courses of medical lectures of 

v©ii» XI. 9 / 
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the university of Pennsylvania, and then return- 
ed to Dover, to commence the exercise of bis pro- 
fession« 

He did not, however, continue long in the prac- 
tice. Discouraged by the scanty employment 
that is commonly the lot of the young physician, 
and impatient of an inactive life, he determined 
to abandon the profession and seek some more 
productive occupation. This resolution was a 
matter of much regret among the elder physicians. 
They entertained a high opinion of his medical 
acquirements, and considered him as promising to 
become a distinguished and skilful member of 
their body. Governor Clayton (who was himself 
an eminent Physician) seeing that he was fixed in 
his determination, conferred upon him the clerk- 
' ship of the Supreme Court of the state of Dela- 
ware for the county of Kent. 

In this office he continued for some time, but 
the sedentary nature of its duties was uncongenial 
with his health and habits ; he longed to mingle in 
more active scenes, and consequently entered a 
midshipman^ in the year 1799, when the distur- 
bance with France took place. He was then al« 
most twenty-nine years of age, higly respected 
for the solidity of his understanding and his vari- 
ed acquirements. His friends were dissatisfied at 
seeing him take a retrogade step in life, and ac- 
cepting a grade which is generally allotted to boys 
and striplings. It was in vain, however, to re- 
monstrate against his resolve, from which, once 
formed, he never deviated. Determined on em- 
bracing the profession, he had weighed all its in- 
conveniences and sacrifices, and had resolved to 
encounter and surmount them all. His friends 
could only console themselves with the reflection, 
that, if courage, activity, and hardihood, coaM 
ensure naval success, Jones was ^ peculiarly fitted 
lop the life he had embraced* 
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The first craises which he made, were under the 
late Commodore Ban*}', from whom he derived 
much instruction in the theory and practice of his 
profession, and experienced the utmost kindness 
and civility. He was a midshipman on board the 
frigate United States, when she bore to France, 
Chief Justice Ellsworth and General Davie, as ' 
Envoys Extraordinary to the French Republic. 
He was next on board the Gangee as midship- 
man. During the whole intervening period be- 
tween his appointment and the war with Tripoli, 
be was sedulously employed in obtaining that 
pautical skill for which he is celebrated. 

On the breaking out of the war with Tripoli, 
he was stationed on board of the frigate Philadel- 
phia, under the command of Commodore Bain- 
bridge. Twenty months of severe captivity 
among a barbarous people, and in a noxious cli- 
mate, neither broke his^spirit nor impaired his ' 
constitution. Whea relieved from bondage by 
the bravery of his countrymen^ he returned home 
full of life and ardour. He was soon after pro- 
moted ' to a lieutenancy; This grade he bad 
merited before his confinement in Tripoli, but '' 
older warrant ofScers had stood in the way of his 
preferment. 

He was now for some time employed on the 
Orleans station, where he conducted himself with 
judgment and propriety. He was shortly after 
appointed to the command of the . brig Argus, 
jBtationed for the protection of our commerce oa 
the southern maritime frontier. In this situation 
be acted with vigilance and fidelity, and though 
there were at one time insidious suggestions to 
the contrary, it has appeared that he conformed ' 
to his instructions, promoted the public interest, 
and gave entire satisfaction to the government. 

In 1811, Captain Jones was transferred by the 
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Secretary of the navy to the command of the 
sloop of war Wasp, mounting eighteen twenty- 
four pound carronades, and was despatched, in 
the spring of 1812, with communications from our 

Government to its ministers at the courts of St. 
;loud and St. James. Before he returned, war 
had been declared by the United States against 
Great Britain. Captain Jones refitted his ship 
with all possible despatch, and repaired to sea on 
a cruise, in which he met with no other luck than 
the capture of an inconsiderable prize. — He again 
put to sea on the 15th of October, and on the 
18th of the month, after a long and heavy gale, 
he fell in with a number of strongly armed mer- 
cbantment under convoy of his Britannic Majes- 
ty's sloop of war the Frolic, Captain Whin-' 
yates. * 

As this engagement has been one of the most 
decidedly honourable td^e American flag, from 
the superior force of the enemy ; and as the Bri- 
tish writers in endeavouring to account for our 
success, and to undervalue our victories, have 
studiously passed this battle over in silence, and 
seemed anxious to elbow it into oblivion, this oc-' 
casion is taken to republish a full and particular 
account of it, which we have every reason to be- 
lieve is scrupulously correct :— 

There was a heavy swell in the sea, and the 
weather was boisterous. The topgallant-yards 
of the Wasp were taken down, her topsails wcr^ 
close reefed, and she was prepared for action. 
About 1 1 o'clock, the Frolic showed Spanish 
colours, and the Wasp immediately displayed the 
American ensign and pendant. At thirty-two 
minutes past eleven, the Wasp came down to 
windward on her larboard side, within about sixty 
yards, and -hailed. The enemy hauled down the 
Spanish colours, hoisted the British ensign, and 
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opened a fire of cannon and musketry. This the 
Wasp instantly returned ; and coming nearer to 
tlie enemy, the action became close, and without 
intermission. In four or five minutes, the main* 
tQpmast of the Wasp was shot away, and, falling 
down with the maintopsail yard across the lar- 
board fore and fore-topsail braces, rendered her 
head yards unmanageable during the rest of'*the 
action. In two or three minutes more, her gaft^ 
and mizen-topgallantrsail were shot away. Still^ 
she continued a close and constant fire. The sea 
was so rough that the muzzle of the Wasp's guns 
were frequently in the water. The Americans, - 
therefore, fired as the ship's side was going down,, 
so that their shot went either on the enemy *s deck 
or below it, while the English fired as the vessel 
rose, and thus her balls chiefly touched the rig-* 
ging orwere thrown away. The Wasp now shot 
8J:iead of the FroUe, raked her, and then re^^ 
sumed her position on her larboard bow% Her 
fire was now obviously attended with such sue*- 
cess^ and that of the Frolic so slackened, that 
Captain Jones did not wish to board her, lest the 
roughness of the sea might endanger both vessels; 
but, in the course of a few minutes more, every 
brace of the Wasp was. shot away, and her* rig- 
ging so much torn to pieces^ that he was afraid 
that bis masts, being unsupported, would go by 
the b6ard,*and the Frolic be able to escape. He 
thouglii>'-therefore, -the best chance of- securing 
her was to board, and decide the contest at once* 
With this view,, he. wore shipy. aad nnming down 
upon the enemy, the vessels struck each other, 
the Wasp's side rubbing along the Frolic's bow, 
sa that her jib-boom came in between the main 
snad paizen rigging of the Wasp, directly over the 
he$icU of Captain Jones. an4 tM first Meutenanti 
J&r* Biddle, w1k> were at that moment standing 

9* 
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together near the capstan. The Frolic lay so 
fair for raking, that they decided not to board 

. until thej' had given a closing broadside. Whilst 
they were loading for this, so near were the two 
vessels, that the rammers of the Wasp were push- 
ed against the Frolic's sides, and two of her goos 
went through the bow ports of the Frolic, and. 
swept the whole length of her deck. At this mo- 
ment, John Lang,^ a seaman of the Wasp, a gal* 
lant fellow who had been once impressed by a 
British man of war, jumped on a gun with bis 
cutlass, and was springing on board the FroMc : 
Captain Jones, wishing tafire again before board- 
ing, called him down, but his impetuosity could 
not be restrained, aod he was already on the bow* 
sprit of thor Frolic; when seeing the ardour and 
enthusiasm of the Wasp's crew. Lieutenant Biddle 
mounted on the hammock cloth to board. At 
this signal the crew followed, but Lieutenaat 
Biddle's feet got entangled in the rigging of 
the enemy's bowsprit, and Midshipman. Baker, 
in his ardour to get on board, laying hold of his 

« coat, he fell back on the Wasp's deck, fk 
sprang up, aiKl as the next sw^ell of the sea brought 
the Frolic nearer, he got on her bowsprit, where 
Lang and another seaman were already. He 
passed them on the forecastle, and wassuqm- 
sed at seeing not a single man alive, on the. 
Frolic's deck, except the seaman at the wheel, aqd 
three officers* The deck was slippery with UcwmI^ 
and strewed with the bodies, of the dead. As he 
went forward, the Captain of the Frcdic, with 

♦John Lang is a native of New-Brunswick, in 
New-Jersey. We mention with great pleasure, the 
name of this brave American seaman, as a pro(tf tbafe 
conspicuous valour is confined to no rank in tlm u^ 
val service* . "" '^*'. ~„'"v" 
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two Other officers wlio were standing on the quar- 
ter deck, tfarevr down their swords, and made an 
inclinntion of their bodies, denoting that thej^ had 
surrendered. At this moment, the colours were 
still flying, as, probably, none of the seamen of 
the Frolic would dare to go into the rigging, for 
fear of the musketry of the Wasp. Lieutenant 
Biddie, therefore, jumped into the rigging him- 
self, and hauled down the British ensign : posses- 
sion was taken of the Frolic in forty-three minutes 
after the first fire. She was in a shocking condi^ 
tion ; the birth-deck, particularly, was crowded 
with dead, and wounded, and dying ; there being 
but a small proportion of the Frolic's crew who had 
escaped. Captain Jones instantly sent on board 
his Surgeon's mate ; and all the blankets of the 
Frolic were brought from her slop-room for the 
eomfort of the wounded. To increase this con- 
fusion, both the Frolic's masts soon fell, covering 
the dead and every thing on deck, and she lay a. 
complete wieek. 

It now appeared that the Frolic mounted six*^ 
t«en thi^rty-two pound carronades, four twelve- ^ 
pounders on the main^deck, and two twelve-pound 
carronades^ She was, therefore, superior to the 
Wasp, by exactly four twelve-pounders* The 
number of men> on board, as stated by the officers 
of the Frolic, was one hundred and ten — ^the num- 
ber of seaman on board the Wasp was one hun-^ 
dred - and two } but it could not be ascertained, 
whether in this one hundred and teui were.includ- * 

^ ed the marines, and officers ;: for the Wasp had 
besides her one hundred and two men, officers 
and marines, making the whole crew about one 
hundred and thirty-five*. What is however de- 

, .cisive, as to their comparative force, is, thai' the 
officers of the Frolic acknowledged that they ha^ 
iM m»y men as they kn^w irbat to do with, and 
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in fact the Wasp could have spared fifteen meo. 
There was, therefore, on the most favourable 
view, at least an equality of men, and an ine- 
quality of four guns. The disparity of loss was 
much greater. The exact number of killed and 
wounded on board the Frolic could not be pre- 
cisely determined ; but from the observations of 
our officers, and the declarations of those of the 
Frolic, the number could not be less than about 
thirty killed, including two officers, and of the 
wounded between forty and fifty, the Captain and 
second Lieutenant being of the number. The 
Wasp had five men killed and five slightly wound* 
ed. 

All hands were now employed in clearing the 
deck, burying the dead, and taking care of the 
wounded, when Captain Jones sent orders to LAevb' 
tenant Biddle to proceed to Charleston, or any 
Southern port in the United States; and as there 
was a suspicous sail to windward, the Wasp would 
continue her cruise. The ships then parted. The 
suspicious sail was now coming down very fast 
At first it was supposed that she was one of the 
* convoy, who had all fled during the engagem^it, 
and who now came for the purpose of attacking 
the prize. The guns of th» Frolic were therefore* 
loaded, and the ship cleared for action } but the 
enemy, as she ad vanced7 proved to be a seventy* 
£bur — the Poictiers, Captain Berresford. She 
fired a shot over the Frolic ; passed her ; overtook 
the Waspv the disabled state of whose rigging 
prevented her from escaping^ and then returned 
to the Frolic, who could of course make no re* 
sistance. The Wasp and Frolic were carried in- 
to Bermuda. 

On the return of Captain Jones to the Uaited 
States, he was every where received with the ut-i 
mo$t demonstrations of gratitude and admicatira* 
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BriiiiaDt entertainments were given him in the 
cities through which he passed. The Legislature 
of bis native state appointed a committee to wait 
an him with their thanks, aod to express the 
/'pride and pleasure'^ they felt in recognizing 
faim as a native of their state : in the same reso- 
lution they voted him an elegant piece of plate, 
^th appropriate engravings. The Congress of 
the United States, on motion of Mr. J. A. Bay- 
ard, of Delaware, appropriated 25,000 dollars, as 
a compensation to Captain Jones and his crew, 
for the loss they sustained by the re-capture of 
the Frolic. They also ordered a gold medal to 
be presented to the Captain, and a silver one to 
each of his officers. 

Various other marks of honour were paid by 
the Legislatures and citizens of different states ; 
but the most substantial testimony of approba- 
tion which he received, was the appointment to 
the command of the frigate Macedonian, captured 
from the British. 

The war having been concluded by the treaty 
of Ghent, a short respite from the thunder of can- 
non only was left him ; for in the summer of 1815, 
in this ship he sailed under Commodore Bain- 
bridge, in the squadron that followed Decatur's 
to the Mediterranean, to curb the insolence of the 
Dey of Algiers. 

When the squadron arrived in that sea, Hs offi- 
cers were mortified to find themselves deprived 
of their expected honours, by the treaty previous- 
ly effiffcted by Decatur with that power, and the 
pacific demeanour of the others Before its arri- 
val. Taking the circuit of that sea, the squad- 
ron, finding affairs in a favourable state, returned 
to the United States, at Newport, Rhode-Island, 
on the 15th of November, 1815, where it may be, 
left until the wrongs of their country call ihem 
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to more, splendid actions than those springing 
from the torpor of peace. . 

Captain Jones is about the middle size, of an 
active mind and vigorous make, and an excellent 
constitution, capable of the utmost vigilance and 
fatigue. Naturally and habitually temperate him- 
Ecll"; he is a great promoter of temperance among 
bis crew ; and has been successful in reclaiming 
many a valuable seaman from the pernicious ha« 
bits of intoxication. 



COMMODORE 

STEPHEN DECATUB. 

This gentleman is of French descent, by the 
male line. His grandfather was a native of La 
Rochelle, in France ; he emigrated to this country 
with other Hugonots, who fled from the persecu- 
tion of Lewis XIV, at the repeal of the edict of 
Nantz, and married a lady of Rhode-Island. His 
father, Stephen Decatur, was born at Newport, 
Rhode-Island, and when a very young man re* 
moved to 'Philadelphia, where he married the 
daughter of an Irish gentleman by the nsune of 
Pine. He was bred to the sea, and commanded 
a merchant vessel out of the port of Philadelphia, 
until the establishment of the navy, when he was 
appointed to command the Delaware sloop of war* 
He continued in her until the frigate Philadelphia 
was built, when the command of that ship was 
given to him, at the particular request of the merr 
chants who had built her by subscription. In this 
situation he remained until peace was fiade with 
France, when he resigned his commissidn, and re- 
tired to his residence a few miles' from Philadd- 
pbia, where he resided until his death, which bap- 
- pened in November, 1 808. 
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His son, Stephen Decatur, the present Com- ' 
modore, was born on the 5th January, 1779, on " 
the eastern shore of Maryland, whither his parents 
had retired, whilst the British were in possession 
of Philadelphia. They returned to that city when 
he was a few months old, and he was there educa* 
ted and brought up. 

He received a midshipman's warrant in March, 
1798, and joined the frigate United States, under 
the command of Commodore Barry, who had ob- 
tained it for him. He continued for some time 
with that officer, and was promoted to the •rank 
of Lieutenant. The United States at that time 
requiring some repairs, he requested an order to 
Join the brig Norfolk, then bound to the Spanish 
Main. He performed one cruise in her as first 
Lieutenant, and then resumed his station on board 
of the United States, where he remained until the 
affairs with France were settled. 

He was then ordered to the £ssex, as first Lieu- 
tenant, and sailed with Commodore Dale's squad- 
ron to the Mediterranean. On its return he was 
ordered to the New- York, one of the second Me- ' 
diterranean squadron, under the command of 
Commodore Alorris. 

When he returned to the United States, he was 
ordered to take command of the Argus, and pro- 
ceeded in her to join Commodore Preble's squad- 
ron, then in the Mediterranean, and on his arrival 
there, to resign the command of the Argus to 
Lieutenant Hull, and take the schooner £nter-. 
prise, then commanded by that officer. After 
making that exchange, he proceeded to Syracuse, 
where the squadron was to rendezvous. On his^ 
arrival at that port, he was informed of the fate ol" 
the frigate Philadelphia, which had run aground - 
on the Barbary coast, and had fallen into l^e , ^ 
hands of the Tripolitans. The idea immediately 
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presented itself to his mind of attempting her re- 
capture or destruction. On Commodore Pne- 
tle's arrival, a few days afterwards, he proposed 
to him a plan for the purpose, and volunteered 
his service to execute it. That officer at first 
disapproved of an enterprise so full of peril ; but 
the risk and difficulties that surrounded it, only 
stimulated the ardour of Decatur, and imparted '\ 
to it an air of adventure, fascinating to bis ima- 
gination.^ 

Tlie consent of the Commodore having been 
obtained, Lieutenant Decatur selected for the ex- 
pedition the ketch Intrepid, which he had captur- 
ed a few weeks before from the enemy, and maa- 
ned her with seventy volunteers, mostly his own 
crew. He sailed from Syracuse, on the third of 
February, lB04, accompanied by the United 
States' brig Syren, Lieutenant Stewart, who was 
to aid with his boats- and to receive the crew of 
the ketch, in case it should, be found expedient to 
use her as a fire-ship. 

After fifteen days of very tempestuous weather 
they arrived ©fi* Tripoli a little before sunset. It 
bad been arranged between Lieutenants Decatur 
and Stewart^ that the ketch should enter the- har- 
bour about ten o'clock that night, attended by the 
boats of the Syren. On arriving ofi* the port, the 
Syren in consequence of a change of wind, had 
been thrown six or eight miles without the Intre- 
|>id. The wind at this time was fair, but fast de- 
clining, and Lieutenant Decatur apprehended 
that, should he wait for the Syren's boats to come 
up. It might be too late to make the attack that 
n'^ht. Such delay might be fatal to the enters 
prise, as they could not remain longer on the 
coast, their provisions being nearly exhausted. 
fV>r these reasons he determined to adventure 
into the harbour alone, which he did about eight 
o'clock. 
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An idea may be formed of the extreme hazard 
of (his enterprise from the situation of the frig.ite. 
£be was moored within half gun shot of the Ba- 
shaw's castle, and of the principal batterj. Two 
of the enemy's cruisers lay within two cables' 
length on the starboard quarter, and their gun- 
boats within half gun-shot on the starboard bow. 
All the guns of the frigate were mounted and load-^ 
€d. Such were the immediate perik which he^ 
ventured to encounter with a single ketch, beside* 
the other dangers that abound in that strongly 
fortified harbour. 

Although from the entrance-to the place where 
the frigate lay was only three miles, yet in conse^ 
quence of the lightness of the wind, they did not 
■ get within hail of ber.until eleven o'clock. When 
they had approached within two hundred yards, 
,lhey were hailed and ordered 4o anchor, or they* 
would be fired into. Lieutenant Decatur ordered 
a Maltese pilot, who was on board the ketch, to 
answer that they bad lost their anchors in a gale 
of wind on the coast, and therefore could not com* 
ply with their request. By this time it had be- 
come perfectly calm, and they were about , fifty 
yards from the frigate. Lieutenant Decatur or- 
dered a small boat that was alongside of the ketch, 
to take a rop^ and make it fast to the frigate's fore- 
chains. This being done, they began to warp the 
ketch alongside. It was not until this moment 
that the enemy suspected the character of their 
visitor, and great confusion immediately ensued. 
This enabled our adventurers to ^et alongside of 
the frigate, when Decatui* iratnediately sprang a- 
board, followed by Mr Charles Morris, Mi^hip- 
man. These two were nearly a minute dn the 
deck before their companions could succeed in 
mountfag the side. Fortunately, the Turks haid 
not sufficiently recovered from their surprise to 

VOL. II. 10 
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take advantage of this delay. They were crowd- 
ed together on the quarter-deck, perfectly aston- 
ished and aghast, without making any attempt td 
oppose the assailing party. As soon as a sufficient 
number of his men had gained the deck, to form a. 
front equal to that of the enemy, they rushed in 
upon them. The Turks stood the assault but a 
short time, and were completely overpowered. 
About twenty were killed on the spot, many jump- 
ed overboard, and the rest fled to the main-deck, 
whither they were pursued and driven to the 
hold. 

After entire possession had been gained of the 
ship, and every thing prepared to set fire to her, 
a number of launches were seen rowing about the 
harbour. This determined Lieutenant Decatur 
to r^iain in the frigate from whence a better 
defence could be made than from on board the 
ketch. The enemy had already commenced firing 
upon them from their batteries and castle, and 
from two corsairs that were lying near. Perceiving 
that the launches did not attempt to approach, be 
ordered that the ship should be set on fire, which 
was done, at the same time, in different parts. 
As soon as this was completely effected, they left 
her, and such was the rapidity of the flames, that, 
it was with the utmost difficulty they preserved the 
ketch. At this critical moment, a most propitious 
breeze sprang up, blowing directly out of the har- 
bour, which, in a few minutes, carried theoi be-^ 
yond the reach of the enemy's guns, and they 
made good their retreat without the loss of a sin*. 
gle man, and with but four wounded. 

For this gallant and romantic achieveoaent. 
Lieutenant Decatur was made Post-captain, there 
being no intermediate gfade.' This promotion 
\vskS done with the consent of the officers over 
.V[h 0^ beads be was raised. 
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la the ensuing spring, it being determined to 
make ad attack upon Tripoli, Commodore Prebl^ 
obtained from the King of Naples the loan of six 
guo-boats and two bombards, which he formed 
into two divisions, and gave the command of one 
of them to Captain Decaiun, the-other to Lieuten- 
ant Somers. The squadron sailed from Syracuse, 
consisting of the frigate Constitution, the brig 
Syren, the schooners Nautilus and Vixen, and the 
gun-boats. 

Having arrived on the coast of Barbary, they 
were for some days prevented from' making the 
attack, by adverse wind and weather ; at length, 
on the morning of the 2d of August, the weather 
being favourable, the signal was made from the 
Commodore's ship to prepare for action, the 
light vessels towing the gun*boats to windward. 
At nine o'clock the signal was made for bombard- 
ing the town and the enemy's vessels. The gun? 
boats were cast off, and advanced in a line ahead, 
led on by Captain Decatur, and covered by the 
frigate Constitution, and the brigs and schooners. 
The enemy's gun-boats were moored along the 
mouth of the harbour under the batteries, and 
within musket shot. Their sails had been taken 
away from them, and they were ordered to sink 
rather than abandon their position. They were 
aided and covered likewise by a brig of sixteen 
and a schooner of ten guns. 

Before entering into close action, Captain De- 
catur went alongside each of his boats, and order- 
ed them to unship their bowsprits and follow him, 
as it was his intention to follow the enemy's boats. 
Lieutenant James Decatur commanded one o!^ the 
boats belonging to Lieutenant Somers' division, 
but being further to windward than the rest of his 
division, he joined and took orders from his br©* 
ibex. 
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When Captain Decatur, who was. in the leading 
boat, came within range of the fire from the bat- 
teries, a heavy fire was opened upon him from 
them and from the gun- boats. He returned their 
fire, and continued advancing until he came in 
contact with the boats. At this time Commodore 
Preble^ seeing Decatur approaching nearer than 
he thought prudent, ordered the signal to be made 
for a retreat, but it was found that in making out 
signals for the boats, one for a retreat had been 
omitted. The enemy's boats had about forty men 
each ; his, an equal number, twenty-seven of whom 
were American aixd thirteen Neapolitans. Deca- 
tur on boarding the enemy was instantly followed 
by ^is countrymen, but the Neapolitans remained 
behhid. The Turks did not sustain the comba^ 
hand to baud, with that firmness they had gained 
a reputation for : in ten minutes the deck was 
cleared ; eighfof them sought refuge in the hold ;~ 
and of the rest some fell on the deck, and others 
jumped into the sea. Only three of the Ameri: 
cans were wounded. 

As Decatur was about to proceed out with his 
prize, the boat which had been commanded by' 
his brother came under his stern, and informed 
him that they had engaged and captured one of 
the enemy ; but that Jier Commander, after sur- 
rendering, had treacherously shot Lieutenant 
James Decatur, and pushed off with the boat, and 
was then making for the harbour. 

The feelings of the gallant Decatur, on receiv- 
ing this intelligence, may more easily be imagined 
than described. Every consideration of prudence 
aud safety was lost in his eagerness to punish so 
dastardly an act, and to avenge the death of a 
brother so , basely murdered. He pushed within 
4he.te»emy's line with his single boat, and having 
succeeded in getting alongside his retreating foe, ' 
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boarded her at the bead of eleven men who were 
Tijl the Americans he had left* 

The fate of this content was extremely doubtful 

tor twenty minutes. All th^ Americans except 

four were now severely wounded. i)ecatur now 

singled out the Commander as the peculiar object 

of his vengeance. The Turk was armed with an 

espontoon, Decatur with a cutlass ; attempting to 

cat off the bead of the weapon^ his sword struck 

on the iron and broke close to the hilt. The 

Turk at this moment made a push, which slightly 

wounded him in the right arm and breast. He 

immediately seized the spear and closed with him. 

A fierce strugele ensued, and both fell, Decatur 

uppermost. By this time the Turk bad drawn 

a dagger from bis belt, and was about to plunge 

it in the body of his foe^ when Decatur caught bin 

arm, and shot him with a pistol, which be had 

taken from his pocket. During the time they 

were struggling on the deck, the crews rushed to 

the aid of their commanders, and^a mo^t sangui* 

nary conflict took place, insomuch that when I)^*^ 

catur bad despatched his adversary, it was with 

the greatest difficulty he could extricate himself 

from the killed and wounded that had f^en 

around bim. 

During the early part of Decatur's stru^le with 
ike Turk, be was assailed to the rear by one of 
the enemy, who- bad just aimed a blow at his 
head with Ms sabre, that must have been fatal ; 
at this fearful juncture, a sailor, who had been so 
badly wounded as to l<ifse (he use of his hands» 
seeing no other means of saving bi$ Commander, 
rushed between him and the upUlbed sabre, and 
received the blow on bis own head, which fractnr* 
ed hia skulL Tbia generous fellow survived, and 
BOW receives a pension from i^vtmment. 
itecMnr sncj^eedad io g^mg wiib both of his 

10* 
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prizes to the squadron, and the next day receiTed 
the highest commendation, in a general order, 
from Commodore Preble* When that able <^- 
cer was superseded in the command of the squa* 
dron, he gave the Constitution to Captain Deca- 
tur, who had some time before received his comr 
xnisision. From that ship he was removed to the 
Congress, and returned home in her when peace 
was concluded with Tripoli. On his return to 
the United States, he was employed in super- 
intending gun-boats, until the anair of the Chesa- 
peake, when he was ordered to supersede Commo- 
dore Barron in the command of that ship, since 
which period he has had the command of the 
Southern squadron. When the United States was 
again put in commission, he was removed from 
the Chesapeake to that frigate. 

The late war with Great Britain gave Commo- 
dore Decatur another opportunity of adding to 
the laurels he had won. On the 25th October, 
i812, in lat. 29, N. lopg. 29 30 W. he fell ia with 
his Britannic Majesty's- ship Macedonian, mount- 
ing 49 carriage guns. This was one of the finest 
frigates in the British navy, and commanded by 
Captain S. Carden, one of the ablest officers — 
She was in prime order, two years old, and but 
four months out of dock. The enemy being to 
windward, had the advantage of choosing 6is own 
distance ; and, supposing the United States to be 
the Essex, (which only mounted carronadet,): 
kepi at first at long shot, and did not, at any mo^ 
ment, come within the complete effect of the oitts- 
ketry and grape. After the frigatesliad come to j 
:^: ;(Iose action, the battle was terminated in a rety 
^^^^ short period by the enemy's surrender. Tlie 
i#>'' w|iole engagement lasted for an hour and a hall^ 1 
being pr^ilonged by the distance at which the 1 
early part of it WM fought, and by ^ heavy swell j 
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of'ttie sea. The superior gunnery of the Ameri- 
cians was apparent in this as in all their other 
actions. The Macedonian lost her roizen-mast, 
ibre and main t6p-masts and main yard, and was 
itiuch cut in the hull. Heit loss was thirty-six 
killed, and sixty-eight wounded.^ The damage of 
the United States was comparatively trivial, four 
kiHed and seven wounded : and she suffered so 
little in her hull and rigging, that she might have 
continued her cruise, haid not Commodore Deca- 
tur thought it important to convoy his prize into 
poTt. His reception of Captain Carden on board 
of the United States was truly characteristic. On 
presenting his sword, Decatur observed that he 
ieould not thinly of taking the sword of an officer 
who had defended his ship so gallantly, but he 
should be happy to take him by the hand. 

Commodore Decatur convoyed his prize, in her 
diattered condition, across a vast extent of ocean, 
swarming with foes, and conductied her trium* 
phantly into port; thus placing immediately be- ' 
fore the eyes of his countrymen a noble trophy of 
skill and national prowess. 

The crew of the United States, on deck, were 
amused at this time, by an odd occurrence. An 
4rfd negro on boara this ship, who had formerly 
sailed under Carden, and "had frequently heard 

• Y^ji express a wish to meet in contest a Taoikee 
diip of war, had posted himself at the companion 
door, and as Captain Decatur was ejscortfng his 

captive guest to the cabin, the old negro accosted 
tbe Captain of the Macedonian with ^' Egad, mas* 
itfj fou ^lad you see Yankee now." It was with 

rRiuch ado that the Commodore could restrain the 
risible muscles of his countenance. He ordered 
the black to begone, and the old ftllow went off 
conHfiuing the repetition of the odd phrase^ to the 
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no small amusement of the American tars who 
had just achieved this conquest. 

After the action, the Macedonian was brought 
into Newport, (R. L) under the command of Lieu- 
tenant William H. Allen, where she was partially 
repaired. From Newport, she proceeded to New- 
York, where the command was given to Captain 
Jacob Jones, and that of the Argus, to Mr, Allen. 
The United States had previously arrived at that 
port, and both ships were put in a condition to 
proceed to sea. Accordingly, in the latter part 
of the month of May, l&l^ they, in company 
with the Hornet^ sloop of war, Lieutenant Bid- 
die, sailed from New- York, dowi^ Long-I%land 
sound, for the purpose of avoiding the British 
squadron off New-lTork, and proceeding to sea 
by the east end of Long-Island. On the first oC 
June, the appearance off Montaug-point, of a 
severity-four, two frigates, and some other vessels^ 
part of a large British force, then in the vicinity^ 
in a hostile attitude, induced Commodore Deca- 
tur to put into New-London harbour ; the British 
squadron following closely, but without effect* 
In the evening, the ships were drawn up abreast of 
New-London fort, extendhig across the harbour j 
the United States in the centre,, the Macedcmiaii 
#n the right, and the Hornet on the left, in expec- 
tation of an attack. For a long Ume, the squad- 
ron remained in the harbour of New-London, 
viplantly Mockaded by a British force^ under the 
command of Sju* Thomas Hardy, of die RamilieSj 
74, composed from time to time, of different ships 
and subsequently under different commandecs* * 
Attempts were made by the one party to €$cape» 
and demonstrations were exhibited by the otlfer, 
iif attack ; bat after the removal of the former, 
to an inteeior and safer place^ the kitetiiioft otf 
escaping, and the expectation of attack; DO longer 
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existed. Although, during this blockade, th6 ob- 
jects for which the squadron was equipped, were 
reodered hopeless, yet the masterly dispositions 
of the Commodore, forbade all apprehensions for 
its safety : and although much had been expected, 
from such a force, under such commanders, yet, 
the spirit of the country was not depressed by the 
disappointment, nor was the well earned repuia<- 
tjon of these officers impaired by an event, which 
was justly considered to be unavoidable. The 
governinent pf the United States, ynwilUng to 
employ the activity and talents of Commodore 
Decatur, in merely superintending an inactivej 
and comparatively secure portion of its navy, ap- 
pointed him to the ship President, recently under 
the command of Commodore Rodgers, and thea 
at New-Yorfc. lo tbis situation. Commodore Der 
catur was still watched, but under circumstances 
which favoured the hope of bringing his powers 
into action. 

On the fourteenth day of January, 1815, it was 

supposed that the opportunity long waited for, of 

giving scope to the capabilities of the ship Presi* 

dent, a,nd exercise to the talents of her command* 

er, presented itself. She got under way in th^ 

morning, and anchored again yi^ithin the Hook* 

After getting again underway she struck the 

ground, iniured her false keel, and sustained other 

damage : but being still tight, she stood aw^y to 

th^ eastward, with a stiflf breeze from the north* 

west. At five o'clock in the morning of the fif- 

tcfsotb, a large sail was discovered^ nearly ahead j 

the ship immediately hauled up in the wind, when 

three more sail were discovered, in chase. At 

day 'light, the nearest ship, which was a razee, 

commenced firing from her bow gun, but without 

effect, the shot falling short ; and it was soon 

found that the President had distanced the razee. 
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The wind at this time growing light, the other 
ships evidently gained on her, partiealarlj oiie 
ship, a heavy frigate, neared her fast. As the 
only alternative, the Commodore ordered the ship 
to be lightened; provisions were thrown over- 
board, water started, and every exertion made^ 
that could facilitate her sailing ; and the sails kept 
constantly wet. At ten o'clock another sail ap-* 
peared, on the weather beam ; she was a sloop of 
war, and was standing down for the President. 
At three o 'clock, the nearest ship had got within 
gun-shot, and commenced and kept up a con- 
stant fire, from her bow guns, which was immedi* 
ately returned, but with little effect on either side, 
there being a high irregular sea. Every hope of 
escape, as the wind then was, without coming to 
close action, had vanished. The gallant Commo- 
dore then conceived the bold design, of closing 
and boarding the enemy ; the boarders were call- 
ed, and all hands greeted him with three hearty 
cheers. 

" It was truly astonishing (says an eye witness 
on board) to see th^ cool, deliberate courage and 
cheerfulness, that prevailed among the officers 
and crew, in the face of an enemy more than four 
times their force. From this you may conceive 
what we would have done, had we any thing like 
an equal force to contend with. Every arrange^ 
ment was now made, to close with the leading 
ship, which had at this time ranged up nearly' 
within pistol shot ; our brave Commodore placing 
himself at the head of the boarders At 5 p. u. 
we wore short round, with the intention of laying 
him on board — but, as if he had anticipated our 
design, he immediately wore, and hauled to the 
wind, fearing to close, although the whole squad* 
ron v^ere coming up fast : he having the wind, it 
^as impossible to close for boarding ; we tbea 
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opened our fire, and in fifteen minutes his sails 
were very much cut up ; both ships now falling 
off, continued engaging before the 'wind, for an 
hour and a half; in which time his spars, sails and 
. rigging were literally cut to pieces, and his fire 
nearly silenced, only firing single guns at long in- 
tervals. We now quit him, and in hauling up, had 
to expose ourselves to a raking fire, but he was 
so much cut up that he could not avail himself of 
the advantage, and only fired three or four shot ; 
we then, astonishing to relate, vyent out of action 
with every sail set, and soon left our antagonist 
out of sight. We were now going ofi", with every 
thing set, our damage but trifliag ; sails all wet 
again, and began almost to flatter ourselves on 
the probabilit} of escaping. Had thick weather 
set in,'of which there was every appearance, no 
doubt but we should have succeeded — on the con- 
trary it continued fine, and the three other ships 
plainly discernible, making their night signals, 
two in particular, nearirrg us fast, as the concus- 
sion of our guns had destroyed the wind, whereas 
they were bringing up the breeze with them. 

" About two hours from the time we left the ship 
we had engaged, one of the enemy had approach- 
ed within half gun shot, the other taking a raking 
position : being now assailed by so superior a 
force, without any probability of escape, our 
lirave Commodore with great reluctance, being 
dictated by motives of humanity, ordered a sig- 
nal of surrender to be made ; notwithstanding, 
they continued to fire into us for more than fifteen 
zninutes, through mistakje. We were now taken 
possession of by the Pomone and Tenedos of 3S| 
and Majestic razee, roC 62 guns ; and found the 
ship we had engaged was the Endyraion, mount-^ 
ing 51 guns, long 24 pounders on faer gun deck. 
Qur loss, as you may suppose from the length o£^ 



12^0 BIOGRAPHY OF AMEBIC AN 

the action, was very great ; as near as I could 
learo, we had twenty-four killed, and fifty fouf 
wounded. Commodore Decatur received a se- 
vere contusion on the breast. Among Qur killed, 
were our first, fourth, and fifth Lieutenants. The 
first, Mr. Babbit, was killed early in the action; 
he was an officer of the greatest merit and brave- 
ry, in whom the service has lost one of its bright- 
est ornaments. Messrs. Flamilton and Howell 
were also officers of great merit. Among the 
wounded, was the master, and one midshipman. 

" The loss of the enemy has been very severe : 
from his endeavours to conceal it, I have not 
been able to learti the number, though some of our 
officers state, who were taken on board the En- 
dymion, that ten men were thrown overboard the 
night after the action, from that ship. The day 
after the action, was remarkably fine, and gave 
them an excellent opportunity to secure, the masts, 
&CC. but they being so elated with their success, 
it was in a manner ne'glected. At ten, that night, 
there came on a most violent gale of wind, which 
continued with unabated fury for thirty hours. 
Next morning, all our masts went by the board 
within an hour of each other ; our situation now 
became truly alarming — the wreck of the mastir 
beating against the ship's bottom — very few cl 
the guns secured — some loose, going from side 
to side— The ship rolling gangways under, Iyinf{ 
in the trough of the sea; whicn at times was mmf^ 
king free passage over her, and seven feet wale? 
in the hold. The crew very nearly worn out, amf 
quite disheartened, but, by the exertions ofafelT 
of our crew, who were left on board to take catv 
of the^ick, the wreck of the masts was with'grieat 
difficulty cleared away. The ship then lay mJUtli 
easier, and by fresh exertions at thepuiBps, W0 
had the joy to find we gainedon theje^tk^ and^bj 



UtUTART AjND NAVAL H£>R0S«. 121* 

night bad the pleasure of findirig the pumps to 
suck. Notwithstanding it continued to blovr ex- 
cessive hard, we began to have confidence that 
she would weather the gale. Our poor wounded 
men suffered very much ; some, from the nature 
of their wounds, were not able to lay in their 
hammocks, and were tossed from side to side with 
the violent rolling of the ship, which hastened 
the death of several. The gale moderating next 
day, they commenced getting up jury masts, and 
in ten days arrived at Bermuda, where we found 
the Pomone and Endymion ; the latter had lost 
all her masts and bowsprit, had hove all her up- 
per deck guns overboard in the gale, and was 
very near foundering." 

Commodore Decatur arrived at New-London 
in fourteen days from Bermuda, on the twenty- 
second day of February, in the Narcissus frigate, 
Captain Gordon. On his landing, the populace 
placed him in a carriage, and drew him through 
the principal streets ,of New-London, amidst the 
shouts of thousands of the citizens of that town 
and the vicinity. On setting him down at Brown'-s 
Hotel, the Commodore attempted to address the 
multitude but the acclamations were so loud and 
incessant, that he could not be heard* In (he 
evening. Commodore Decatur, Commodore Shaw, 
and other officers of the United States' navy, and 
of the army ; together with Captain Garland of 
the Superb, Captain Gordon of the Narcissuis, 
and upwards of forty other officers of the Briti^ 
squadron off New-London, attended an elegant 
^all, which was given in celebration ^f peace and 
Tthe birth day of Washington. 

The affairs of the United States with Algiers, 

assuming a hostile appearance, the Commodore 

^was despatched in the summer of 1815, with a 

sqtiadron, to the Mediterranean, to reduce that re^ 

VOL. II. 11 
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gency to a more pacific disposition. He was to. 
be succeeded by another squadron under Conuno- 
dore Bainbridge. Panting for glory, Decatur 
hoisted his flag on board the United States' frigate 
Guerriere, and sailed with his squadron from New- 
Yqrk on the 18th. of May, for his destination, 
with all possible despatch ; in order to settle af- 
fairs with the Algerines before the arrival of the 
second squadron, and thus secure to himself the 
honours which would otherwise entwine another's 
brow. On his passage thither, he had the good 
fortune to fall in with the Algerine Admiral Rais 
Hammida, who was cruising against the Ameri- 
cans. Finding it impossible to escape, the Turk 
determined to defend his ship to the last, nor was 
tlie crescent lowered, until her gallant commander 
was no more. This ship was called the M irboba, 
of 46 guns, and between four and five hundred 
men, and struck in twenty-five minutes after the 
action begun. The number of prisoners were 
four hundred and six, and upwards of thirty killed. 
The action was fought ofi* Cape de Gatt, on the 
17th of June, 1815. On the 19th of the same 
month, ofi*Cape Palos, after a chase of three 
hours, he captured an Algerine brig of twenty- 
two guns, and one hundred and eighty men ; one 
hundred of whom escaped in their boats prior to 
the capture of the brig. 

Commodore Decatur arrived before Algiers, ott 
the 29th June, and hoisted a flag of truce on 
board the Guerriere, with the Swedish flag at the 
main, A boat came ofi* with Mr. Norderliog^* 
Consul of Sweden, and the Captain of the poi^ 
to whom^ the capture of the frigate and brig was 
communicated, and to whom Commodore Dec*-' 
tur and William Thaler, Esq. acting as commis-^ 
sioners to negotiate a peace, delivered a letter 
iorthe Day, from the President of the United. 
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States j and also a note from themselveSi of which 
the following is a copy : 

** The American Commissioners to the Dey of Algiers* 

*^ The undersigned have the honour to inform 
bis Highness the Dey of Alters, that they have 
been appointed by the President of the United 
States ot America, Commissioners Plenipotentiary 
to treat of peace with his Highness, and, that pur- 
suant to their instructions, they are ready to open 
a negotiation for the restoration of peace and har- 
mony between the two countries, on terms just and 
honourable to both parties } and they feel it in- 
cumbent on them to state explicitly to his High- 
ness, that they are instructed to treat upon no other 
principle, than that of perfect equality, and on the 
terms of the most favoured nations : no stipula- 
tion (or paying any tribute to Algiers, under any 
form whatever, will be agreed to. 

'^ The undersigned have the honour to transmit 
b^rewith, a letter from the President of the United 
States, and they avail themselves of this occasion 
to assure his Highness of their high consideration 
and profound respect." 

The Captain of the port then requested that 
hostilities should cease preceding the negotiation, 
and that persons might be sent ashore to treat* 
JBotb propositions were rejected, the American 
Commissioners declaring that the negotiations 
must be carried oii, on board the fleet, and that 
liostilities as respected vessels, should not cease. 
On the following day, the Swedish Consul and 
"the Captain of the port came on board with full 
t>owers to negotiate. The American Commis- 
sioners produced the model of a treaty which 
•lliey declared would not be departed from in sub- 
stance. Every attempt on the part of Algiers, 
obtain a modification of it proved fruitless j 
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even the restoration of the captured vcssek \vas 
positively refused. Upon consideration, how- 
ever, the American Commissioners resolved to re- 
store the captured vessels as a /avour, and not as 
matter of treaty, giving the Algerine to undtr- 
stand, that even ihU would depend on the signing 
©f the treaty as presented. The Algerine Cap- 
tain then proposed a truce, to deliberate on the 
proposed terms ; the reply was ^^ not a minute *, 
if your squadron appears in sight before the 
treaty is actually signed by the Dey, and the 

{prisoners sent oif, ours would capture them!" 
t was finally agreed that hostilities should cease 
when the Algerine boat should be perceived com- 
ing off with a white flag hoisted, the Swedish Cod- 
sul pledging his word. of honour not to hoist it un- 
less the treaty was signed, and the prisoners in 
the boat. The Swedish Consul and Algerine Cap- 
tain returned on shore, and although the distance 
was full five miles, they came back within three 
lK>urs with the treaty signed, and having wilb 
them the prisoners who were to be released from 
captivity bv the terms of the treaty. 

Commodore Decatur despatched the United 
States' brig.Epervier, Lieutenant Shubrick, with 
the pleasing information to the American govern- 
inent. This vessel was lost and supposed to have 
foundered at sea, with the prisoners on board, 
as nothing was ever heard of her since. 

After having visited the other Barbary ports of 
Tunis and Tripoli, Commodore Decatur landed 
^t Messina eight Neapolitan captives, whose re- 
lease he obtained in his negotiations with the Hef 
of Algiers. This fact was communicated to tvk 
Minister of Foreign affairs of the king of the 
Two Sicilies, at Naples, on the 8th of September^ 
1815, and received a flattering and frieitdlj an- 
swer. Decatur returned to the United States » 
November of the same year. 
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• Congress having, on the 7th of Febraary, 1815, 
enacted a law authorising the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to ap- 
point three officers of the navy, whose rank should 
not be below a Post-captain, to constitute a Board 
of Commissioners for the navy of the United 
States, Commodore Decatur, on his return from 
the Mediterranean, was selected by President 
Madison as one of these. He was in the vigilant 
and satisfactory exercise of. the duties of this of- 
fice, when he was challenged to single combat, 
with pistols, hy Commodore James Barron, for- 
merly of the frigate Chesapeake, and was mortal- 
ly wounded at the first fire. He was immediately 
conveyed to the city of Washington, from Blad- 
ensburg, the scene of this bloody catastrophe, and 
died at his own residence on the night of the 22d 
of March, 1820, in excrutiating pain, but with 
manly firmness, amidst a vast circle of friends, 
great numbers of whom crowded to his dwelling 
en the first news of his disaster. His remains 
were deposited, on the 24th of the same month, 
in the vault of Kalorama, the well-known seat of 
the late Joel Barfow, Esq. 

On the day after Decatur's death, ]Vfr. Ran- 
dolph introduced several resolutions into the 
House of Representatives at Washington, the par- 
ticular object of which was, that the House should 
pay a marked respect to the memory of the de- 
ceased. Mr. Taylor of New-lTork, opposed the 
motion, after allowing fully, all the merit due to 
tiie man, whose services were so signally honour- 
able to himsielf, and useful to his country. But 
Mr. Taylor could not agree to any interference, 
on the part of the House, which could, in the re- 
motest manner, sanction a practice detestable in 
itself, at war with the divine ordinance, and which 
was expressly fbrWdden, and rendered highly 

11* 
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penal, by the laws of the United States, r^alatfatg 
the service to which the deceased was attached* 
In the words of Mr. Taylor, " be died in the violas 
tion of the lawe ^f Oad and his country.** Mr. 
Randolph withdrew bis motion. 

On the day next after the disposal of Mr. Raa^ 
dolph's resolutions, Mr. R. again rose in the 
House, to renew the subject, and, after a speech 
of some length^rowing principally out of the re- 
marks of Mr. Taylor, moved a resolution to tbia 
effect : 

"That the speaker, officers, and members of 
this House, will attend the funeral of the late 
Stephen Decatur ^ Esq^ of the United States' navy 
from his late residence, at 4 o'clock this after* 
Boon." 

An soon as the motion was stated from the 
^halr Mr. H<^roes rose, apprehen^ng, he said, 
the proportion mi^t not receive an uB«Dim<ra9 
Tote ; fearing to hear either yea or nay, os such 
a question ; and at the same time wishing to ^ve 
^Yery gentleman of the House an opportunity of 
indulging his own inclination, on this sc^emn and 
melancholy occasion, he moved that the Hotise da 
now adjourn. 

This motion the reader is pcobably aware s»>^ 
persedes all others, and precludes all debate^ It 
was decided affirmatively, without debate, and the 
House adjourned. 

The Senate met on the sanie day, but after re-» 
eeiving one or two reports from committees^ adf 
journed at an early hour, fortbe purpose, no doubt, 
of allowing the members an opportamly of air 
tending tke funeral of Commodore Dec^^hir, at 
though nothing w^ aaid on the subject. 

However the members, of Congress may ha^t 
Mi it their duty to decline, as such, doing hoaov 
to the memory of the brave Becat^r^ yet, as^im 
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dividuaky Ibey joined sincerely in the general sym- 
pathy, and united in the prcM:e.ssion which follow* 
ed the .corpse to the place of interment. 

The fimeral was accompanied with military 
honourSy and a concourse of citizens and strangers, 
tbe most nuraerouseirer known, on any similar oc- 
easioft, in the District of Columbia. 

The iCbttowing was the order of procession. 

1st, Funeral fifing party of Marines, with mu* 

\f 

2d, Officers of the navy of the United States. 

3d, Officers of the marine corps. 

4th, The clergy. 

5th, PM bearers. PaU bearers* 



Com* Tkigey, 



^ f Com. Rodger^, 

O 



Com. Porter, 

y »^ Gen. Brown, 

Capt. Cassin, 



CD 



^ Capt. Chauncey. 



Klg< 

Com. M'Dohoagb, 

Gen. Jessup, 

Capt. Ballard 

Lieut. MTherson, 

6tb, Relatives* 

7th, PreftidenI of the United States and Heads of 
departments. 

8tii^ Members of the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatures* 

9th, Judges, Marshal, and other civil officers of 
ike Umted States. 

10th, Qflkers of the United States. 

1 1 th, The Mayors, and other Civil Officers o* 
the district. 

12th,. Foreign Miaisters wi^h theip Suites, and 
Consok of foreign powers* 

i3th» The Citnens. 

Thos, unfortimately, has ended a We, the e»* 
peer of wfaicfa^ nnlit now, has-been brffliant-^on« 
€Mtted by hisL country, beloved by In& friends^ and 
bksaed by the affiectieras of an amiable and ele* 
gant womoo^ he sunk into a grave which sought 
not the sacrifice. Be di^d to swe, his honour: 
false philosophy ! 
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Commodore Decatur reached tbe prime of lifi^ 
and was in the height of his usefulness. He was 
pleasing in his person, of an intelligent and inter- 
esting countenance, and an eye in whose mild and 
brilliant lustre, spirit, enterprise and urbaoitjr 
were happily blended ; his deportment was man-; 
ly and unassuming, his manners peculiarly gentle 
and engaging ; uniting the polish of the gentleman 
with the frank simplicity of the sailor. 

The family and friends of Commodore Decatur 
have one reflection tQ console them, be died a 
christian, after having lived just long enough to 
declare his conviction of the improper manner in 
which he had consented to. the meeting ; §nd to 
throw himself upon the mercy of that God whose 
laws he bad violated. 



CAPTAIN 

CHARLES MORRIS 

Was born in the month of October, 1784, at 
Woodstock, in the state of Connecticut. His 
predilection for the navy, was early and strong. 
At the age of about fifteen, he was appointed Mid- 
shipman, and sailed from Portsmouth in the ship 
Congress, under the command of Captain Sever; 
when that ship, and the Essex, under the com« 
mand of Captain. Preble, were ordered on a 
cruise in the Indiian seas. During her voyage 
towards her destination, tbe Congress was dis- 
masted, and wa^ obliged to put back for repairs. 
In this disaster, Mr. Morris had his shoulder dis-» 
located by the falling of a spar; when his father; 
then purser of the ship, inquired of him whether 
he chose still to pursue the profession which ho 
bad adopted, 9 prompt affirmative was the aa-^ 
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^wer: and he contiDued on board the same ship 
during a cruise in the West-Indies. At his return, 
he went out with Commodore Preblei in the ship 
Constitution, to the Mediterranean. At Syracuse, 
be was one of the seventy who volunteered on the 
expedition, to burh the ship Philadelphia, then in, 
the harbour of Tripoli. On the third day of Feb- 
ruary, 1804, the volunteers, under the command 
of Lieutenant Decatur of the Enterprise, sailed 
from Syracuse, in the ketch Intrepid, on a duty, 
which the Commodore himself would not encou- 
rage, on account of the danger with which it must 
be attended. Mr. Morris was armed with the 
Commodore's pistols, which were offered him by 
the Commodore himself — aproof of the good opin- 
ion entertained by the Coinmodore, of his young 
adventurer. After fifteen days tempestuous wea- 
ther, the Intrepid, with her seventy men, entered 
the harbour. The Philadelphia was moored with^* 
in half gun shot of the Bashaw's castle, and of th^ 
principal battery. Two of the enemy's cruisers 
lay within two cables' length, on the starboard 
quarter ; and bis gun-boats within half gun shot, 
on the starboard bow. All the guns of the frigate 
were mounted and Joaded. Such were the im- 
mediate perils to be encountered with a single 
ketch, besides the other dangers, that abound in 
a strongly fortified harbour. It was past eleven 
o'clock at night, when the ketch came alongside 
the frigate. Lieutenant Decatur and Mr. Morris 
instantly sprung on board, and after receiving ^ 
reinforcement from the ketch, attacked the Turks, 
who in great consternation had fled to the quar- 
ter deck, where Morris was the first of the assail- 
ants to set his foot. About twenty of the Turks 
were killed on the spot. The remainder, either 
leaped overboard, or were driven below. It was 
so dark, that at two several times, Mr. Morris was 
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HI danger of perishing by the hand of his gallant 
Commander ; once, at the attack of the quarter- 
deck, and the second time, on ^oing to secure the 
magazine ; in both instances being closely follow- 
ed by Lieut. Decatur. The object of this enter- 
prise was accomplished — the Philadelphia was set 
fire to, and destroyed. On his return, Mr. Af orris 
was promoted to the first lieutenancy on board the 
ship Hornet, commanded by Capt. Dent ; and, in 
that capacity, made a voyage to France, with de- 
spatches from the American to the French govern- 
ment. At Paris, he was presented to the Emperor, 
being the first instance where that distinction was 
ever conferred upon a Lieutenant : on this oc- 
casion, he presented his Majesty with a model of 
the ship Constitution. In Captain Isaac Hull's 

florious achievements in the Constitution, Mr. 
[orris took a distinguished part as first Lieuten- 
ant. Her escape, on the 17th July, 1812, fr6m a 
British squadron, consisting of one ship of the 
line, four frigates, a brig and a schooner, the 
nearest frigate being within gun shot for twenly- 
four hours, has Justly been considered a masterly 
exertion of nautical skill.* Qs^ptain Hull, how* 
ever, insisted, with characteristic magnanimity, 
that his officers, and particularly Lieutenant Mor- 
ris, should be partakers in the honour, which pub- 
lic opinion was bestowing with great liberality 
upon himself. It may well be supposed, that-the 
most consummate seamanship was employed on 
this occasion, by both parties. On the nineteenth 
of the following August, in the capture of the 
Guerricre, carrying fifty guns, the gallantry and 

• The chase continued for sixty hours^ and was 
finally relinquished by the British Commanders, to 
their great mortification, in consequence of being 
completely out-manoeuvred. 
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skill of Lieutenant Morris w^re most conspicuous. 
He was dangerously wounded by a ball, which 
entered the belly, on the left side, and passed out, 
grazing the inside of the hip bone in its passage. 
He survived, however, to bear bis name associated 
with the most distinguished in the navy. 

As an expression of Iherr sentiments towards 
Captain Hull and Lieutenant Morris the citizens 
of Philadelphia, after the capture of the Guer- 
riere, presented each of them with a superb piece 
of plate. In the autumn of the same year, be was 
promoted to the rank of Post-captain. This 
excited some dissatisfaction, among the officers 
of subordinate rank, wlio by this appointment had 
been passed over. Mr. Lawrence, afterwards 
Captain of the jDbesapeake, but at that time 
Master and Commander of the ship Hornet, ad- 
dressed remonstrances on the subject, both to the 
Secretary of the navy, and to Congress. But 
this cause of complaint was afterwards removed 
by the appointment of Messrs. Lawrence, Gordon, 
anid Jones, to the same rank with Mr. Morris, 
with the seniority in their favour, a measure adopt- 
ed in consequence of the representations of Mr. 
Morris himself. Captain Morris's commission 
bears date the day of the surrender of the Guer- 
riere. He was afterwards put in command of the 
Adams corvette, then in the Potomac, which he 
repaired, and carried to sea, through the British 
squadron, which then blockaded the Chesapeake 
bay. Ha:ving suffered severely in a gale of wind, 
he put into irenobscot bay for repairs; and for 
greater security, proceeded up the river to Hamp- 
den, about thirty miles from Castine. On the first 
day of September, 1814, while the ship was at 
Hampden, prepared for heaving down, and in no 
condition of defence, she was threatened by the 
appearance of a British force of sixteen sail, off 
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the harbour of Ca^ttne. Preparations were in- 
stantly made to defend the ship, from the land. 
The cannon were sent on shore, batteries were 
thrown up, obstructions were placed in the river, 
and the militia were called in from the country. 
Lieutenant Lewis by a forced march arrived from 
Castine, with a detachnient of twenty-eight of the 
United States' artillery, under his command. The 
militia were ill-provided with arms and ammuni- 
tion, which, as far as practicable, were supplied 
from the ship. On the third, the enemy made his 
attack: the militia fled and dispersed in every 
direction ; and nothing remained to do, but to 
prevent the ship from falling into the hands of the 
enemy, and make the best retreat. Accordingly 
the ship was set on fire, the guns spiked, and the 
men brought away, without the smallest injury 
from the fire of the enemy. Captain Morris's 
loss, was one seaman and one marine, taken pri- 
soners. That of the enemy, was estimated at 
eight or ten killed, and from forty to fifty wound- 
ed; principally by the IS pounder, under the 
charge of Lieutenant Lewis. Since the abore 
period, Captain Mon is has been appointed to the 
command of the ship Congress, at Portsmouth, 
the very ship on board of which he first entered. 
Unpatronized and unobtrusive, Captain Morris 
may claim as his own, the progress he has made. 
In personal appearance, he exhibits too much of 
the pleasing, to justify ideas of the sturdy seaman, 
^ndurmff hardships, toils, and wounds. He re- 
ceivecfB February, 1815, the hand of Miss Har- 
riet B6wen, daughter of Dr. William Bowen, of 
Providence, (R. I.) in marriage. 

He parcook of the honours of Decatur in 1915, 
in settfing affairs with Algiers. In lS17,:hewa« 
despatched in this ship with an agent from tlie 
United States to Hayti, to make certain demands 
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•of the Hay tian governments of Cbristophe and 
Petion, respecting their conduct towards some 
citizens of America. Having performed this ser- 
vice, he returned -to the United States in August 
^f tiie same jrear. 



COMMOBOBS 

DAVID PORTER. 

The subject of the following memoir, was th^ 
^on of Captain David Porter, and was born in 
Boston on the 1st of February, 1780. His father 
had been an officer in the American navy, during 
the revolutionary war; and after its conclusion, 
was appointed to the command of the revenue 
» cutter Active,' and removed with his family to 
Baltimore. 

The constitution of young Porter was delicate ; 
but his- mind was bent on the profession of a sea- 
man. He made his first voyage, with bis father, 
, to the West-Indies, at the age of sixteen ; and his 
second, as mate of a ship, from Baltimore to St. 
Dofpingo. In this voyage, his address, courage, 
and Constitution, were put to the trial. He was 
twice implressed on board a British ship, and as 
many times effected his escape. Being destitute 
of money, he was obliged to work his passage 
liome, in a cold season, without the clothing ne- 
cessary to his health and comfort. 

He afterwards obtained a Midshipman's war- 
^ rant, orn board the Constellation, Commodore 
' Truxtun ; ^and-was in the action with the French 
^•frigate L'Insurgente. His conduct in this action, 
jprocured for him the commission of a lieutenant, 
jcm* board the same ship, under Commodoi-e Bar- 
u. Hewent ncxton :boafd the United States* 

VOL. II. 12 
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schooner Experiment, ander Captain Maley ; 
cruising on the coast of Hiftpaniola, fighting tiie 
brigands, and annoying their harbours in his boat. 
In the Amphitrite, a pilot boat schooner, with five 
small swivels, taken from the tops of the Constella- 
tion, and fifteen hands, he engaged a French priva- 
teer, mounting one long twelve pounder, and sev- 
eral swivels, manned with a crew of forty men, and 
accompanied by a prize ship, and a large barge 
with thirty men, and armed with swivels. With 
this fearful odds against him, and notwithstanding 
the loss of his rudder in the engagement, he made 
prize of the privateer and ship, without the loss 
of a man ; though several were wounded, and his 
vessel much iiyured. There were seven killed on 
board the privateer, and fifteen wounded. 

After his return from this voyage, he went to the 
West-Indies tagain, as first Lieutenant of the Ex- 
periment, commanded bjr Captain Charles Stew- 
art. At this time, Frebch privateers were particu- 
larly troublesome to the American commerce ; but 
the appearance of the Experiment, and the vigour 
of her operations, struck such an awe into tbose 
-commissioned bucaniers, as efiectually to repress 
their depredations, and shut them within their own 
harbours. From the Experiment both Captain 
Stewart and Lieutenant Porter were translated 
to the schooner Enterprise, on her going with the 
first squadron, to the Mediterranean. The En- 
terprise engaged a Tripolitan corsair of very su- 
perior force, and after a most severe conflict, in 
which the Enterprise made great havoc among 
the enemy, and sufiered little herself, was eventu- 
ally the conqueror. On this, and on all other oc- 
casions, while on that station, whether in harbouis 
or at sea, in open battle, or on desperate enter- 
prises, the valour, skill and promptitude of Lafeu- 
tenant Porter, were conspicuous, and called forth 
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Cbe applause of his superiors and companions in 
arms* In one of these hazardous exploits, he was 
wounded in the left thigh. He joined the frigate 
Philadelphti^ Captain fiainbridgt, at Gibraltar, in 
September, 1803. Off the harbour of Tripoli, on 
the 31st October, in fine weather, the Pniladel- 
phia gave chase tu a Tripolitan armed ship, and 
in the pursuit, ran foul of a rock. After ineffec- 
tual endeavours to float the ship, the whole crew 
and officers surrendered, and were carried prison- 
ers to the city of Tripoli. There was a passage 
under the rooms where the officers were confined, 
through which the American sailors, employed on 
the public works, were in the habit of passing. 
From one of the rooms of this passage, a com- 
munication was opened with the sailors, through 
a small hole in the wall. In an unguarded, or 
unluekj moment, this communication was discov- 
ered, and information given to the Bashaw. Sud- 
denly the officer having the charge of the castle, 
rushed into the room, and demanded who had 
the presumption to do the forbidden deed. To 
ibis demand Porter answered cooly, that he was 
the author. He was immediately dragged away ; 
but to what fate, his friends neitherJcnew, nor 
could be informed. In this state of uncertainty, 
they remained until relieved by the appearance 
of Porter himself. During this confinement, 
L#]eutenant Porter found refuge from the irk- 
someness of restraint, in an habitual fondness 
for study. In his books, of which he procured 
a competent number, he enjoyed an agreeable 
society, always ready, and never intrusive or im- 
portunate. History, drawing, the French lan- 
guage, mathematics, and the theory of his pro- 
fession improved while they amuseq his mind and 
enabled him to think afterwards that his days of 
•aptivity had not been wholly lost, or painful er 
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unprofitable. What- be thus acquired he wd» 
ready to communicate, and in this manner made 
others partakers in the alleviations which he him? 
self enjoyed. 

After the establishment of peaee with this. Re- 
gency, the American captives were set at liberty ; 
and Porter with his companions returned to the 
pursuit of their several vocations and the per- 
lormance of their respective duties. At Syra- 
cuse, to which place they took shipping after their 
release, a court o( ittquiry/ was held oo the causes 
of the loss of the Philadelphia^ which resulted in 
the honourable acquittal of the officers of that 
»Mp. Ht was'tben appointed, to the comoMuid of 
the brig Enterpdrise, and ordered to Tripoli. He 
availed himfirelf of the }a!titude of bis. oi'ders te 
visit the r^nns of tbe Koman colony of Leptis 
MagD^, and bete the art-of di'awing^whieh he had 
cultivaied while in prison at Tripoli^ wa& called 
deUgbtfully and profitably into w»e. The rem* 
Hants of; ancient magnificence called forth subliiae 
and solemn emotions, afibrded sensible evideoee 
of the power and elegance of tbe wonderful na* 
tiou with whofn it once existed,, smd confirmed 
tbe impressions which the pen of history had cre^ 
ated. The speculations and researches of Porter 
and his friends were rewarded with the discovery 
of neglected specimens of ancient art. 6oms^ 
statues and massy pillars here and there appear^ 
ed among the geileral desolation to^ awaken the 
flowing mind ot the traii^ellec ^' disturb'd,^ de- 
bghted, rais'd, refin'd," as he wandered over 
classic ground or regaled amidst the fragments 
of the temple of Jupiter. 

In the Mediterranean^ Captain Porter fouad it 
necessary on more than One oecasion^ to vindicate 
the honour of his national flag, and g^ve those 
who ikught be inclined to undervalue it to feel,^ that 
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they were wrong in their estimate of its relative 
importance. For some insult which was offered 
to the brig in the persons of the officers and crew, 
Captain Porter had caused the author, an English 
sailor, to be flogged at the gangway. The Go- 
vernor of Malta, where the brig then lay at an- 
chor, took up the affair with much apparent spirit, 
and directed the forts to prevent the Enterprise 
from departing. Information being given to 
Captain Wrter of this proceeding, he instantly 
made sail, and passed the batteries with lighted 
matches, and in the attitude of firing upon the 
town, should any obstruction be thrown in his 
way : very prudently no such measure was at- 
tempted. 

Afterwards in passing through the Straits of 
Gibraltar, in sight of the town and of the British 
squadron in the harbour, he was attacked by 
twelve Spauisb gun-boats. Although the supe- 
riority was manifestly on their side, he campelled 
them to retire, leaving an impression both on the 
assailants and on the spectators, advatitageous 
as well as honourable to the little navy of his 
country* 

Affairs in the Mediterranean being- somewhat 
composed, Captain Porter returned after an ab- 
sence of five years, and connected himself in mar- 
riage with the daughter of the Hon. Mr. Ander- 
son, member of Congress from Pennsylvania. 

He was nelt ordered to command the flotilla 
on the New-Orleans station. The embargo and 
non-intercourse laws were vigorously and faith- 
fully enforced, and in particular, a stop, was put 
to the depredations of a French pirate who had 
long infested the Chesapeake, in an armed schoor 
ner and seemed to think himself out of the reach 
of the arm of justice. This marauds, Porter cap- 
tured, and thus rendered an importient service to 

12?^ 
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the commerce of tb^ touthem coast of the Umted 
States. 

Thinking his he^th ia daBger front a climate 
little adapted to his ccHMMitiitioa, he was at hii 
request appointed to command tiie £ssex frigate 
at Norfolk. In tlus frigate he sailed from New- 
York on the third of Jbljr, 1812. War then et- 
isting between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain, he was attached by the Brit'tsh sloop of war 
Alert, Captain Laugharne. The ship bore down 
confidently upon the weather, quarter of the Es- 
sex, gave three cheers, and commenced ,actioB» 
but in a few minutes surrendered. She was the 
first ship of war, taken from the enemy ; and her 
flag» the first British flag sent to the seat of go^ 
Vernment, duriujg the late war. 

Agreeable to the orders of Commodore Baiil«» 
bridge, and to a plan concerted between lhftt» 
Captain Porter having repaired his Mp, saikd 
from the Delaware, on the 27th of October, ISll^ 
for the coast of Brazil. Fortune threw ia bis way^ 
his Britannic Majesty's packet Noctpn, having 
on board 11,000 pounds sterling, in money. This 
vessel he captured, and after taking out the mo* 
Hey, sent her to America. About this time, cir* 
eumstances concurred, to render it inexpedient 
for him to remain longer on that coast. Com* 
modore Bainbridge, after the capture of the Javt^ 
would in all probability, be under the necessity 
of returning to port for repaurs : the Hornet baa 
been captured by the Montage, and the coasi 
was swarming with hostile iriiips, in pursuit of htm ; 
so that co-operatk>ft and assistance were remotied 
from him, at the very time tbey were most needed^ 
Under these circumstances, he judged itj^rudeui^ 
to quit a station so fidl ^f perils and seek iMotker 
which afforded equal prospiect of honour and aA- 
ymistge, witk greater safely* iycct^diog^ kn 
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Stretched along the south* east coast of America, 
intending to reap his harvest on the waves of the 
sOutbera Pacific. - He doubled Cape Horn, in 
very tempestuous weather ; and arrived at ViA« 
paraiso, on the 14th March, 1813. Haviagex- 
haoated bis provisions, he replenished his ship at 
tins port. Previous to this time, the South Amer-^ 
icans had felt themselves at liberty, to make 
prise of the whaling vesseb, from North America, 
raid prisoners of their crews : their apology was, 
that they were the allies of the enemies of the 
United States; and that Spain wo61d probably 
in a short time make common cause with her 
ally^ and declare wfua against her enemy. These 
reasons appearing to actuate the Peruvian Cap** 
tain, and likely to continue to influence bis con* 
duct, when future opportunity should present ; but 
appearing wholly iosi^ctent in the view of Cap- 
taan Portef, be resolved to take from the Peru- 
vian the means of future annoyance, and threw 
all hk guns and ammunition into the sea. On 
board this vessel, were twenty-four Americans, the 
crews olf two whalemen, held priroaers, whom 
Captain Porter liberated, and wrote an account 
of his proceedings to the Vice-roy, which con«> 
tained his reasons for so doing, vaptaiii Porter 
afterwards reto<^ one of the wnatemen as she was 
enteriog the harbour of Lima* 

Tbe British government probably bad not ex* 
pected so formidable and ao troubleaonae a visitor, 
m that port of the workU At the period of the 
arrival of the Essex, ber course was witfaowt ob* 
strueiion from the enemj, and bis eommerce ex- 
posed to captiire, #ithout any proteetioii,^ atod 
wilboiittbe sospkion of danger. Greal destrue^ 
tion wais tiie iMiavoidlable consequence ; espe^Hy 
asinoiig tbe wbaKa^ vetsela. Tbe Essex junior, oC 
twoo^ guns, wes'Ofte otJmfma i airi Ac c^**^ 
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mand of her, giren to Lieutenant Downes : most 
of theDi, had valuable cargoes on board : some 
of them were sent home, some of them were laid 
v^ in Valparaiso, and the rest disposed of in dif- 
ferent ways. 

With as many vessels under his command, as he 
could conveniently man, he was in a condition for 
a time, to sweep the Pacific. His prizes furnished 
him abundantly with provisions, clotfaing, medi- 
cine, naval stores, and the means of making lib- 
eral payments to his officers and men. Great con- 
sternation prevailed, not only throughout this sea, 
but penetrated the insurance offices of Great Bri- 
tain. Accordinglyj ships were despatched in vat* 
rious directions for the capture of this force.— 
Some were ordered to the eastern as well as to the 
western coast of South-America ; and others, to 
cruise in the China seas, and off New-Zealand, 
Timor, and New- Holland. Porter anticipated 
such an event ; and his dispositioBS were such, 
that accident alone, could effect the object of his 
pursuers. His course was trackless ; sometimes 
in the open ocean, and sometimes among the un- 
inviting and unfrequented islands of the South 
Sea : but never on the coast of the continent 
Distracted by surmises, arising from indistinct and 
eontradictory information, his enemies found them- 
selves at all times, either too late, or entirely out 
of their way. Their difficulties were aggravated, 
by the superior means of informaUon, which be 
enjoyed, in addition to the advantage naturally 
possessed, by the party pursued, over the party 
pursuing ; the object of the one, being to attain a 
single given point'; that of the other, to avoid it, 
•among an infinite- number of others. Lieutenant 
I>ownes learned at Valparaiso, whither he bad 
convoyed the prizes, that Commodore Hillyar in 
the Phcebe frigate, n^tcd at tbirty^sii guns, 



two sloops- of! war^ was expected^ With tlui. \ut 

teotioB.of closingf his ezpeditjon to this sea, with 

sotQethiDgmare brilUantthan the caj^ture of merr 

cbaotoien and wh^ers^ Captain Porter, proceeded . 

to. the island of Nooaheyab, one of the Washing* 

ton groupe^ for- repairsi. On the 19ih.of Novemr 

her, 1813, Caplain Porter took formaj possession 

of this island, in behalf of the United States, oi 

America,, by the name of Madison Island* It is^ 

situate between tbe latitude^ of and.LO,,S. and 

IB long. 140. W...froa).Gr4eavfich, and isl^gie^ 

fertile^ . and pppulans* The. qativea of tbat^ part of 

tbe island; where- he landed, were friendly.; snp- 

plyingr.bim abundantly witb^ provisions^ and gladly 

receiving amst^noe from bini, in a- war then caiy 

ried on with some neighbouring tribes, .whonv be 

i^edaced ta 9ib|ectiQn« Having C0QapIf|tely> manr 

ned his ship, and supplied her with pnovisionsrand 

store fbr. four months^ and<ba.ving seoured, under 

tbe gpos of the battery^ the tbreci priae% whicb be 

had' brought with hinii he sailed for the coasit of 

Cbili^ on the 12th Deceoaber, 1813. From ci?uisr 

iog on the coast, he proceeded.' to Valparaiso^ 

where Commodore Hillyar, then in qiiesi of him> 

afterwards^ arrived. Of the action which enwed 

in the month of March afterward^ and( qf the 

hopes, feelings and expectations of Commodore 

Porter on ibat occasion^ no better accounioan^ he 

given, than by introducing extracts from hi«;lette(* 

on that subject, to- the Secretary of the^ QP^^y^ 

datt^d at sea,. July 3, 18i4^ 

« 

Extracts of a letter from Commodore Porter, t0 the 
Secretary of the JVavjff daied^at *ea, July 3, 
1814. 

" I had done all the injury that could be done 
to the British commerce in the Pacific, and stiH 
hoped to signalize my cruise by something more 
splendid before leavii% that sea.— -I thought it not 
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improbable that Commodore Hillyar might bave 
kept his arrival secret, and believing that h^ 
would seek me at Valparaiso, as the most likely 
place to find me, I therefore determined to cruise 
^bout that place, and should I fail of meeting him, 
hoped to be compensated by the capture of some 
merchant ships, said to be expected from Eng- 
land. 

"The Phoebe, agreeable to my expectations^ 
came to seek me at Valparaiso, where I was an- 
chored with the Essex ; my armed prize, the Es^* 
sex Junior, under the command of Lieutenant 
Pownes, on ihe look out off the harbour. But 
contrary to the course I thought he 'would pursue^ 
Commodore Hillyar brought with him the Che- 
rub sloop of war, hiounting twenty-eight guns, 
eighteen 32 pound carronades, eight 24's, and two 
long 9's on the quarter-deck and forecastle, and a 
complement of 180 men. The force of the Phoebe 
is as follows: thirty long 18 -pounders, sixteen 
32 pound carronades, one howitzer, and six three 
pounders in the tops, in all fifty-three guns, and a 
eomplement of 320 men ; making a force of 
«ighty-one guns, and five hundred men ; in addi- 
tion to which they took on board the crew of* aa 
English letter of marque lying in port. Both ships 
had picked crews, and were sent into the Pacific, 
in company with the Racoon of twenty-two guns, 
and a store ship of twenty guns, for the express 
purpose of seeking the Essex; and were prepared 
with flags bearing the motto, " God and country : 
British sailord' best rights ; Traitors oflTend both." 
This was intended as a reply to my motto, " fkek 
TRADB AND SAiLORs' RIGHTS," under the erroueous 
impression that my crew were chiefly EnglishmeD, 
or to counteract its efllct on their own crews. 
The force of the Essex was forty-six guns, forty 
#32 pound carronades, and six long 12's j and her 
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crew, which had been much reduced by manning 
prizes, amounted only to two hundred and ^fty- 
fi?e men. The Essex Junior, which was intended • 
cfaiefly as a «tore-ship, mounted twenty guns, ten 
18 pound carronades and ten short 6's, with only 
sixty .men on boai*d. In reply to their motto, I 
wrote at my mizen, " Gfod, our Country, and 
Liberty ; Tyrants offend tliemJ*^ 

'' On getting their provisions on board, they 
went off the port for the purpose of blockading 
me, where they cruised for near six weeks ; during 
which time I endeavoured to provoke a challenge, 
and frequently, but ineffectually, to bring the 
Phoebe alone to action, first with both my ships, 
and afterwards with my single ship, with both 
crews on board. I was several times under way, 
and ascertained that I had greatly the advantage 
in ^oint of sailing, and onbc succeeded in clo- 
sing within gun Shot of the Phoebe, and commen- 
ced a fire on her, when she ran down for the 
Cherab, which was two and a half miles to lee- 
ward ; this excited some surprise and expressions 
of indignation, as previous to my getting under 
way, she hove too off the port, hoisted her motto 
flag,>aDd fired a gun to windward. Commodore 
Hillyar seemed determined to avoid a contest with 
me on nearly equal terms, and from his extreme 
prudence in keeping both his ships ever after con- 
stantly within hail of each other, there were no 
hopes of any advantages to my country from a 
longer stay in port. I therefore determined to 
put to sea the first opportunity which should offer ; 
and I was the more strongly induced to do so, as 
I had gained certain intelligence that the Tagus, 
rated 38, and two other frigates, had sailed for 
that sea in pursuit of mof^and I had reason to ex- 
pect the arrival of the Racoon from the north- 
west coast of America, where she bad beea senk 
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for the purpose of destroying our itir ^establish* 
inent on the Columbia. A rendezvous was ap- 
•pointed for the Essex Junior, and every arrange- 
ment made for sailing, and 1 intended to let tbem 
pha&e me off, to give the Essex Junior an oppor- 
tunity of escaping. On the 28th of March, the 
day after this determination was formed, the wind 
came on to blow fresh from the southward, whe» 
I parted my larboard cable and dragged, my star- 
board anchor directly out to sea. Not a moment 
was to be lost in getting sail on the ship. The 
enemy were close in with the point forming the 
west side of the bay ; but on opening them, I 
saw a prospect of passing to windward, when I 
took in my top-gallant sails, which were set over 
single-reefed topsails, and braced up for this 
purpose; but on rounding the point, a hejivy 
squall struck the ship and carried away her main- 
top mast, precipitating the men who were aloft 
into the sea, who were di'owned. Both ships now 
gave chase to me, and I endeavoured in my disa- 
bled state to regain the port; but finding i could 
not recover* the common anchorage, I ran close 
into a small bay, about three quarters of a mite 
to leeward of the )}attery, on tlie east side of the 
harbour, and let go my anchor within pistol shot 
of the shore, where I intended to repair my da- 
mages as soon as possible. The enensy continued 
to approach, and showed an evident intention of 
attacking, regardless of the neutrality of the place 
where 1 was anchored ; and the caution observed 
in their approach to the attack of -the crippled 
Essex, was truly ridiculous, as was their di$pl$iy 
of their motto' flags, and the nnmbjer - of j»cks at 
all their tnast heads. I, with as much expeditiOB 
as circtim^tances^ would admit^bf, gottny "sbjp rea- 
dy for action, aiid endeavoured to get a'^piidg 
tmniy c^ble, but had nOt succeeded'Wben- thf^ 
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^li&ngTj'at fifty-four minutes after 3, p: m. made 
bisatiack, the Phoebe placing herself under my 
ftern, and the Cherub on my starboard bow : but, 
the Cherub soon finding her situation a hot one, 
bore up and ran under my stem also, where both 

» ships .kept up a hot raUiug fire. I had got three 
long twelve-pounders out of the stern ports, which 
were worked with so much -bravery and skill, that 
in half an ho«r we so disabled both, as to compel 
themvto haul off to repair damages. — In the course 
of this firing, I had, by the great exertions of Mr, 
Edward Barnewell, the acting sailing-master, as- 
sisted by Mr. Linscott, the boatswain, succeeded in 
getting springs on our cable three different times^ 
but the fire of the enemy was so excessive, that 
before we could get our broadside to bear, they 

, were shot away, and thus rendered useless to us, 
"My ship bad received many injuries, and se<- 
veral bad been killed and wounded ; but my brave 
officers and men, notwithstanding the unfavour- 
able circumstances under which we were brought 
to action, and the powerful force opposed to us 
were no way discouraged — all appeared deter, 
mined to defend the ship to the last extremity 
and to die in preference to a shameful surrender. 
Our gaff, with the ensign and motto flag at the 
inizen, bad been shot away, but freb trade and 
sailors' rights continued to fly attbe fore. . Our 
eiisigD was replaced by another; and to guard 
against a similar event, an ensign was made fast 
in the mizen rigging, and several jacks were 
boisted in different parts of the ship. — ^The enemy 
£ooD repaired his damages for a fresh attack. He 
DOW placed himself, with both his ships, on my 

. starboard quarter, out of the reach of my carro- 
nades, and where my stern guns could not be 
brought to bear ; he there kept up a most galling 
', which it was out of my power to return, when 
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I saw no prospect of ifljariag Um withovt gfiiiiig 
tinder way, and becoming the assailant. Afy.top 
sail sheets and hanljards were all shot away, as 
well asthe jibandforetopmast staysail haulyaitli. 
The only rope not cat was the flying-jib haulymiA; 
and that being the only sail I could set, I caused 
it to be hoist^y my cable lobe cut, and ran dowi 
tm both ships, with an intention of laying, die 
Phoebe on bou*d. The firing on bath sides was 
now tremendous ; I had let fall my foretopsaM 
and forsail, but the want of tacks and sheets res* 
dered them almost kisdess to us-^yet we were 
•enabled, for a short time, to dose with the eoo- 
ny; and although our decks were now strewed 
with dead, and our cockpit liiied with wcHinded*^ 
although our ship bad been several times on frc, 
and was rendered a perfect wreck, we were stiil 
encouraged to hope to save her, irom the circon* 
stance of the Cherub, from her crippled state, b9- 
ing compelled to haul off. She iiid not retnrals 
jclose action again, although she apparently hid 
itin her power to do so, bat kept up a distant fi^ 
ing with her long guns. The Phoebe, from Mr 
disabled state, was enabled, however, by edgiq; 
o£l^ to choose the distance which best saited har 
long guns, and kept up a tremendous fire on m^ 
which mowed down my brave conmaQions fay the 
dozen.— Many of ny guns had been rendered 
useless by the enemy's shot, and many of them 
had their whole crews destroyed. We ttianned 
them again from those which were disabled, and 
one gun in particular was tliree times manned^ 
fifteen men were slain at it in the course of the ae- 
tion ! but strange as it may appear, the Captaii 
of it escaped with only a slight wound. 

" Finding that the enemy had it' in bis powerlo 
choose his distance, I now gave up all hopesof 
closing with him, and, as the wind, for the »o^ 
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meit, seemed to favour tiie design, I determinecl 
to eodeavoar to nm ber on shore, land my men, 
and destroy her* Every thing seemed to favour 
nj wishes. We had approached the shore withiu 
musket shot, and I had no doubt of succeeding, 
When, in an instant, the wiod shifted from the 
land (as is very common in this port in the latter 
part of the day) and payed our nead down on the 
Phoebe, where we were again exposed to a dread- 
ful raking fire. My ship was now totally unma^ 
nageable ; yet, as her ira^ad was towards the ene<« 
my, and be to leeward of me, I still hoped to be 
able to board htm. At this moment,- Lieutenant^ 
GcRBmandant Downes came on board to receive 
my -orders, under the impression that I should 
K>on be a prisoner. He could be of no use to me 
hi the then wretched state of the Essex ^ and find« 
iBg (from, the enemy's putting bis helm up) that 
my last attempt at Marding would not succeed, I 
directed bim, after he had been about ten minutei 
en board, to return to his own ship, to be pre« 
pated for defending and destroying her in ease 
of an attach* He took with him several of my 
weiind^ leaving three of his boat's crew oa 
board to ma4e room for them* The Ch^*ub now 
had an opportunity of distinguishing herself, by 
keeping up a hot fire on bim during bis returm 
The slsiogbter on board my ship had now become 
horrible, the enemy continuing to rake us^ and 
we unable to bring a gun to bear. I therefore 
directed a hawser to be bent to my sheei anchor^ 
and the anchor to be cut from the bows, to bring 
her bead round r this succeeded. We agfdn got 
our bk*oadside to bear, and as the enemy was mOch 
crippled and unable to hold his own, I have no 
doubt'he would soon havedriftedoutofgun shot, 
b* fore he discovered we had anchored, had not 
Cfae hawser unfortunately parted. My ship had 
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taken fire several times during the actioD,. bat 
alarmingly so forw-ard and aft at this moment, the 
flames were bursting up each hatchway, and no 
hopes were entertained of saving her ; our dis- 
tance from the shore did not exceed three quar- 
ters of a mile, and I hoped many of my brave 
crewvwould be able to save themselves, shouldthe 
ship blow up, as I was informed the fire was near 
the magazine, and the explosion of a large quan- 
tity of powder below, served to increase the hor- 
rors of our situation-^our boats were destroyed 
by the enemy's shot ; I therefore directed those 
who could swim to jump overboard, and endea- 
vour to gain the shore. Some reached it — some 
were taken by the enemy, and some perished ia 
the attempt; but most preferred sharing witb^me 
the fate of the ship. We who remained, pow 
turned oui* attention wholly to extinguishing tfe 
flames ; and when we had succeeded, went aga^ 
to our guns, where the firing was kept up for %dd^ 
minutes; but the crew had by this time become 
so weakened, that they all declared to me the inn 
Possibility of making further resistance, and in- 
: trieated me to surrender my ship to save, my 
Wounded, as all further attempts at ppposition 
must prove inelflfectual, almost every gun being 
disabled by the destruction of their crews. I now 
sent for the officers of divisions. to consult them; 
but what was my surprise, to find only acting 
Lieutenant Stephen Decatur M'Enight remain- 
ing, who confirmed the report respecting the con- 
ilition of the guns on the gun deqk— those on the . 
spar deck were not in a better state. 

" Lieutenant Wilmer, after fighting most gal- ., 
Jan tly throughout the action, had been knocked 
overboard by a splinter, while getting the sheet 
anchor from ihe. bows, and was drowned. Act- 
ing Lieutenant «n.,G. Cowel had lost a leg; Mr, , 
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Edward JBarnewell, acting sstling^ia aster, had 

Wen carried below, after receiving two severe 

wounds^ ooe in the breast and one io the face j 

and acting Lieutenant William H^ Odenheimet 

bad been knocked overboard from the quartes 

an instant before, and did not regain the ship Vin- 

til after the surrender. I was informed thai the 

cockpit, the steerage, the wardroom, and the 

birtbdeck, could contain no more Wbunded } that 

the wounded were killed while the surgeons were 

dressing them, and that, unless something was 

speedily done to prevent it, the ship would soon 

sink, from the number of shot holes in her bottom* 

And on sending for the carpenter, he informed 

me that ail his crew had been killed or wounded^ 

and that he had once been over the side to stop 

the leaks, when his slings had been shot awaj, 

and it was with difficulty he was saved from 

drowning* The enemy, from the smoothness of 

the 'water, and the impossibility of our reaching 

him with our carronades^ and the little apprehen^ 

sion that was eaicited by our fire,, which had now 

become much slackened^ was enabled to take aim 

at us as at a target ; his shot never missed our hull^ 

and my ship was cutup in a manner which was- 

perhaps never before witnessed-^in &ie, I saw ilo 

hopes of saving hep, and at twenty minutes^ after 

6 f. M. gave the painful order to strike the 

colours. — Seventy-five men, including officers^ 

were sdl that remained of my whole crew, after 

the action, capable of doing duty, and many of 

thena severely wounded, some of whom have since 

died. The enemy still continued his fire, and my 

brave, though< mifortunate companions, were stilt 

falling about me. i directed an Opposition gun 

tobe fred to shew them we intended no further re* 

mtance ; but they did not desist ; four men were 

kiUetgl at my side^ and others itk dtfirent parts of 

13* 
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the ship. I DOW believed he intended to shew. us 
no quarters, and' that it would be as well to die 
with my flag flying as struck, and was on the 
point of again hoisting it, when about tea minutes 
after haulingthe colours down, he ceased firing. 

" We have been unfortunate, but not disgra* 
eed — ihe defence of the Essex has not been less 
honourable to her officers and crew, than the cap- 
ture of an equal force, and I now consider my sit- 
uation less unpleasant, than that of Commodore 
Hillyar, who, in violation of every principle -of 
honour and generosity, and regardless of the 
rights of nations, attacked the Esiex in her crip- 
pled state, within pistol shot of a neutral. shore; 
when for six weeks I had daily ofiered him fair 
and honourable combat, on terms greatly to his 
advantage ; the blood of the slain must be on ias 
head ; and he has yet to reconcile his conduct to i 
Heaven, to his conscience, and to the world. 

"I must in justification of myself observe, that 
with our six tweWe pounders only, we fought tins 
action, our carronades being almost useless. 

''The loss in killed and wounded has been 
great with the enemy ; among the former is the 
first Lieutenant of the Phoebe^ and of the latter, 
Captain Tucker of the Cherub, whose wounds 
are severe. Both the Essex and Phoebe were in 
a sinking state, and it was with difficulty they 
could be kept afloat until they anchored in . Val^ 
paraiso, next morning. The battered state of the 
Essex, will, I believe, prevent her ever reachiog 
England ; and I also think it will be out of theis 
power to repair the damages of the Phoebe, so as . 
to enable her to double Cape Horn. 
» "Injustice to Commodore Hillyar, lonust ob» 
serve, that (although I can never be reconcile 
to. the manner of: his attack on the Essex, or to,. 
Jiis:coxidttct before the- action,) he has^ 
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capture,' shewn the greatest humanity to my 
wounded, (whom he pertnitted me to land, on 
coudition that the' United States should bear their 
expenses,) and- has endeavoured as much as lay 
in his power, to alleviate the distresses of war, 
by the most generous and delicate deportment 
towards myself, my officers, and crew ; he gave 
orders that the property of every person should 
• be respected. 

" To possess the Essex, it has cost the British 
government near six millions of dollars, and yet, 
sir, her capture was owing etitirely to accident; 
and if we consider the expedition with which na- 
val contests, are now decided, the action is a dis- 
honour to them. 

" During the action, our Consul-general, Mr. 
Poynsett, called on the Governor of Valparaiso, 
and requested that the batteries might protect 
the £!ssex. This request was refused, but he 
promised that if she shouUl succe^ in fighting 
her way to the common anchorage, he would send 
an officer to the British commander and request 
him te cease firing, but decKned using force un- 
der any circumstances, and there is no doubt 
a perfect understanding existed between them. 
This conduct, added to the assistance given to 
the British, and their friendly reception after the 
action, and the strong bias of the faction which 
goverms Chili in favour of the English, as well as 
their hostility to the Americans, induced Mr. 
Poynsett to leave that country. Under such cir- 
vciHDStances, I did not conceive it woiild be pro- 
per for me to claim the restoration of my ship, 
confident that the claim would be made by ni^ 
government to more effect. Finding some diffi- 
culty io* the sale of my priaies, I had taken the 
Hetrtor and Catharine to sea and b<u*ot them witfa 
tbtir cargoes " 
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On Commodore Porter's return to tbe Umled 
States, he was received with that eclat to which 
the brilliancy of his actions entitled Inm. H^ 
assisted at the defence of Baltimore ; and, on the 
return of peace, Congress having established a 
Navy Board to assist the operations of the Navy 
Department, he was appointed one^ of the three 
Commissioners to whom its direction was con- 
fided. 



COMMODORE 

WILHAM BAINBRIDGE. 

William Bai.vbridgc, son of Doctor Absalom 
Bainbridge, a respectable physician of Prince^ 
ton, New-Jersey, was born at that place, on tbe 
seventh of May, 1774. While yet a child, iui 
parents removed to New-Tork, and he was left 
under the care of his grandfather, John Ta3'Iori 
Esq. of Monmouth county, where he received ii% 
education, which, as he was originally destined 
^to mercantile pursuits, was confined to the ordi- 
nary branches of English instruction, and ths 
rudiments of the French language. At sixteed,. 
be was placed in a counting-bouse at New-Yorki 
but was soon removed by his grandfather to 
Philadelphia, and placed as an apprentice to tlif 
8€ a service, in the employ of Messrs.. Miller ana 
Murray, merchants, whom he was to serve for t 
certain time without indentures, and free of e»» 
peuse. In their employ, he made manj voyage^ 
^d soon rose to command. At eighteen yeefl. 
of age, while mate of the ship Hope, on her waj 
to Holland, the crew, taking advantage of a vk^ 
lent gale of wind, rose upon the officers, seiaet 
the Captain, and had nearly succeeded ia. throit^ 
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itjg him overboard, when young BainbHdge, 
bearing the alarm, ran on deck with an old pistol 
H^ithout a lock, and being assisted by an appren- 
tice boy and an Irish sailor, who was attached to 
Mm from being an old shipmate, rescued the Cap- 
tain, seized the ringleaders, and quelled the muti- 
ny. So satisfied were his employers with this, as 
well as his' general conduct, that, before his term 
of service had expired, he received the command 
of a ship in the Dutch trade when only nineteen 
years of age. From this time, 1793, till the year 
1798 j be commanded merchant ships in the trade 
from Philadelphia to Europe. In one of these 
voyages, in the year 1796 j on his. way from Bcmt- 
deaux to St. Thomas, in the small ship Hope, 
with four small carriage guns and nine men, be 
had an engagement with a British schooner of 
eight guns and thirty-five men, commanded by a 
Sailing-master in the navy, and, after a smart ac« 
tion^ compelled her to strike her colours. As, 
however, the two countries were at peace, and he 
of course was acting only on the defensive, he 
could not take possession of her ; but sent her off 
contemptuously to make a report of her action* 
The Hope lost no men, but the enemy had many 
n killed and wounded. 

In the.month of July, 1798, while preparing. to 
^ sail for Spain, he received unexpectedly and with- 
00(< any application on bis part, an offer of the 
command of the United States' schooner Retali- 
ation, of fourteen guns, to be employed against 
France, between which power the United States 
had- recently commenced hostilities. He accept- 
ed the appointment j on condition, that he should 
have a commission as Lieutenant and Commander 
• in the navy, and be placed first of that grade on 
. the list of promotion: Having received this, he 
^ sailed in the Retaliation, and after cruising du- 
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ring th^ suminer along the cba&t of the Udit€# 
States, accompanied the squadron, under Com- 
modore Murray on a cruise in the We^-Indies.* 
While cruising to the windward of Gaiidaloupe; 
the Retaliation was captured, in the month of 
November, by two French frigates and a lugger,^ 
and taken into that island, where she remained 
three months. On board the frigate which cap- 
thred her, was General Desfoumeaux, on hk way 
to Ouadaloupe, to supersede Victor Hughes i» 
the command of the island. This officer desirousi 
as it would appear from his conduct, of seemii^ 
to be the friend of the United Stater, propoi*^ 
•d to lieutenant Bainbridge to resume the cook 
nand of his vessel, and return to the United 
States. Tb]8 ofler was accompanied by dssttf 
aoces of the respect and regard in which he bdd 
Ae American people* His conduct, however^ 
rendered these plausible appearances ' but toa^ 
suspicious. Whilst affecting an ostentatious gene^ 
aosity in giving up the Retaliation, other kmen* 
•an sh^ps, of far more value, were retained, and 
Ml assnrances of respect were contradicted 1^ 
the harsh and rigorous treatment of many Amen% 
^ns, #hom he refused to regard ais prisoner^ 
but who were confined and treated with as muci 
severity as criminals: Lieutenant Bainbridge re- 
fdied, that he knew of no other light in wUeh ht 
could be regarded, than either as a prisoner ov 
as entirely free — ^that if General Desfoumeaux re» 
turned him his ship and his commission, that cofli^ 
mission required him to cruise against the couh 
merce of France, an injunction which he dared 
hot disobey. On the other hand, if he were^ t 
prisoner, the proper course would be to make hit < 
ship a cartel and send her home in that way. Bt 1 
a^emonstrated at the same time, with great firm* ] 
»«ss, against the treatment which his couatiymea | 
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mtre daily receiving. General Desiburneaux in* 
flisted on his resuming Iris cominand, threatened 
Ihhi with imprlsoDDient if he refused, and declar* 
ed that if, on receiving the Retaliation, he should 
cruise against the French, every American would 
he put to the sword. Lieutenant Bainbridge ^e-- 
^ied that no threats should induce him to acjt 
«Bworthy of his character as an American offi- 
cer ; till at last, finding that he was not to be woa 
^ver into this plan of dissembled friendship, Gen* 
eral Desfourneaux, gave him a declaration thaft 
he had, been obliged by force to resume the com'- 
JBand of his vessel, with her crew reduced to for- 
ty men ; and with this justification for bis govern- 
i»ent, Lieutenant Bainbridge sailed^ in company 
:ivith two fiags of truce^ for the United States. 

He reached home in February, 1799, and his 
^exchange being soon efiected, he received a com«> 
mission of Master-commandant, and sailed in the 
Inrig Norfolk, of eighteen guns, on a second cruise 
to the West-Indies. Here he remained, convoy<- 
ing the trade of the United States, for some 
^months, 4uring which time, he captured a French 
privateer, ran ashore another of sixteen guns, 
destroyed a number of barges, besides taking 
^several of the enemy's merchant vessels. On his 
FOtorp to the United States, in August of the same 
/year, be found that during his absence,' five Lieu- 
tenants h^d been promoted over him to the rank 
*€£ Captain. As his conduct had uniformly rer 
-eeived the approbation of the government, and as 
'B#ne of those who were promoted had had any 
aopportuoity of diatinguishmg themselves particu- 
larly, he remonstrated of course against such a 
violation of his rights. He received, however, 
no other satisfaction than a promise that no sueh 
appointment should take place for the future* 
W«re it not for this irregularity, he would now 
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though mortified and ditsappointcd, his attach- 
meBt to the service induced him still to remain in 
it • and he again sailed with a squadron of foor 
J)rigs and a ship, destined to protect the trade of 
the United States to Cuba— a service which he 
performed so much to the satisfaction of all who 
were interested in it, that, on leavingv the station 
in April, 1800, an address was presented to him 
from the American ' merchants and otliers, con* 
cerned in the United States' trade, expressive 
of their regret at his approaching absence, and 
their testimony " of the vigilance, perseverance, 
and urbanity which had marked his conduct du- 
ring his arduous command on this station," and 
the " essential services which he had rendered tB 

his country." 

When he returned to the United States, he re- 
ceived a Captain's commission, and was appoiat* 
ed to the command of the frigate George Wast 
ington, in which he shortly afterwards sailed for 
Algiers, with the presents which the United Stttei 
were by treaty bound to make to that Regency* 
He arrived in safety at Algiers on the seventeeatk 
of September, 1800, and proceeded to land the 
presents, which were well received, and every at- 
tention paid to Captain Bainbridge, to* whom the 
Dey presented an elegant Turkish sword* In a 
few days, however, these friendly appearances 
vanished, and the Dey made a most unexpected 
and extraordinary demand, that the George Wash- 
ington should carry his ambassador with presenll 
to the Grand Seignior at Constantinople. Thil 
demand was made under pretence of one of tht 
stipulations in our treaty with Algiers, by wliick 
it is declared that, " should the Dey want to freigM 
any American vessel that may be in the Regen^ 
or Turkey, said vessel not being engagedi in con* 
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I0eqjtteiice of 4he friencUbip subsistipg between tbe 
i«io nations, be espects to have Ibe ^Nreference 
^ven him, t>tt his paykig tbe same freight offered 
by any ether «ia(ton«'' Against this requisition 
Captain .fiaiiibrids^y apd the AmerkaB Consul, 
Mr. Q'Brieo, reoioiisjtcated warmly and strenu*- 
ously. it was evident, th^y said, that this stjpur 
Jtttioa could a^y only to tnerchant ships, not to 
4featiimal..vesseJ$t .oliai:ged by then* own govern- 
inent wHh ^ecific .employments ; — that Captain 
3ainbrtdge had received p<Mitive instructions for 
liis voyage, from which be dared >iiot and would 
not deviate, aad that there were ;Otber ships in 
ihe harbour,, which would answer the purpose 
equally well. The Dey, however, ;per&isted ni 
^jbis demand : and left Captain Baiobridge on^y fi 
i^boice of ^reat di^culties and «mbarrass«»eat$. 
On the'Oa^ hand, an Ambai^ador with a retinue of 
-two hundred Turks ;as passengers, and pcesent.s 
to the. amount of five or six hunored thousand dol- 
lars, were to be forced iNi board the frigate ai«l 
:carried.to Constantinople at the entire risk of the 
United iStates. If, inthe«ew and dangerous na- 
-ligation to that place, accidents happened to tbe 
Dey's property, the United States would be held 
responsible to indemnify him ; if any cruisers of 
the Portuguese, Neapolka;ns, or other powers at 
war with Algiers, should meet the George Wash- 
ington, and capture her, still the United States 
would be bonnd to reimburse the lo«s ; and the 
Anerican vessels in the Mediterranean .would be 
iastaDtly>«eizedi»y the Algerines as a security for 
it. Should he he more fortunate and beat <^ 
these enemies, they might consider this cover of 
Algerine property as a violation of neutrality, 
and think themselves Justified in retaliating on the 
defenceless commerce of the United Stales in tbe 
Mediterranean. Be»des which, he would deviate 

VOL. II. 14 



IBB BIOGRAPHY OF AXEBICAN 

from bis orders by undertaking, for six months, a 
voyage not sanctioned by his government Ob 
the other hand, a refusal to comply would occa- 
sion the detention of the frigate, which was now 
in the power of the Dey, and be followed by an 
immediate declaration of war against the United 
States, for this alleged breach of the treaty, and 
a seizure of all American vessels in the Mediter- 
Tanean. In this situation Captain Bainbridge op- 
posed the Dey as long and as vigorously as possi- 
ble. « The Dey promised that if a Swedish frigate, 
which i^as then expected, arrived, he would take 
her in place of the George Washington-. But she 
did not come. A British twenty-four gun ship ar- 
^lived and offered to carry the presents. This, 
•however, the Dey refused, because he would not 
be under obligations to England ; and at last, 
exasperated by opposition, he sent for Captain 
Bainbridge and the Consul, and peremptorily 
demanded that the frigate should go to Constao- 
tinople, threatening, in case of refusal, to make 
slaves of all the Americans in Algiers ; to detain 
the frigate, and send out his cruisers against the 
defenceless trade of the United States. The li- 
berty of his countrymen, and the safety of the 
American commerce, decided Captain Bainbridge 
at last to smother his indignation at this unpleas- 
ant and humiliating service, and he consented to 
receive the Algerine ambassador. 

Another difference arose about the jQag : Cap- 
tain Bainbridge declared that the frigate should 
carry her own colours ; but the Dey insrsted that 
the flag of Algiers should be worn during the voy- 
age. It was vain to resist, however mortifying to 
obey. 

They sailed from Algiers on the nineteenth of 
•October. The winds were unfavourable, the wea- 
ther bad, and the society of the Turks not calcu- 
lated to console the officers for these inconven- 
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leDces ; but they submitted with as good a grace 
as possible to a humiliatioQ which thev deemed 
necessary for their country's service. The frigate 
anchored at the lower end of Constantinople la 
twenty- three days from her departure, and the 
next morning, the 12th of November, the Ameri- 
can flag was hoisted at the mizen, the Algerine 
at the main. Soon afterwards, three of&cers, in 
succession, were sent on board by the 6ran4 
Seignior, to enquire what ship that was, and what 
colours she had hoisted. They were told it was 
An American frigate and an American flag,-— > 
They said they did not know any such country. 
Captain Batnbridge then explained that America 
"was the New World — by which name they had 
some idea of the country. After these inquiries 
the frigate came into harbour, saluted the Grand 
Seignior's palace with twenty-one guns, and pro** 
needed to unload the Algerine cai:go. The Am- 
bassador was not permitted to have his audience 
before the arrival of the Capudan Pacha, or High 
Admiral from Egypt, and it was necessary for the 
frigate to wait the result. Captain Bainbridge 
endeavoured to employ the interval in giving to 
the Turkish government a favourable impression 
of a country, of which his ship and crew were 
the only specimens they had ever an opportunity 
of seeing. At this time an embassy to Constan- 
tinople was projected, and William L. Smith, Esq. 
then minister of the United States in Portugal, 
was designated as the American Ambassador. It 
was therefore desirable that his arrival should be 
preceded by as advantageous an opinion as possi- 
ble of his couatry. How well Captain Bainbridge 
succeeded in making these impressions, we may 
learn from the following unsuspicioys testimony of 
a distinguished traveller, Mr. Clarke, who was 
then at Constantinople, and with whom Captain 
Bainbridge contracted a friendly intimacy. 
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" The arrival of an American frigate, for the 
first time, at Constantinople, caused considerable 
sensation, not only among the Turks, but a)s0 
tbroughout the whole diplomatic corps stationed 
in Pera. This ship, commanded by Captain 
Bainbridge, came from Algiers, with a letter atid 
presents from the Dey to the Sultan andCopad^ait 
Facha. The presents consisted of Tigers and 
other animals, sent with a view to c^onciliate A(S 
Turkish government, whom the Dey had offended* 
When she came to an anchor, and a message went 
to the Porte, that an American frigate was in the 
harbour; the Turks were altogether unabk to 
comprehend where the country wasrsitua^d whostf 
iTag they had to salute. A great 6eeA at time ifia 
therefore lost in settling this imporiailf ^iiit, ^ 
in considering how to receive the stt^Bgier. lA 
the mean-ticne we went on board tO' visit the Cafi** 
tain*; and were sitting with him i^ hi^ e^%in, wh#a 
a messenger eame from" ibe TuFkish ginvemiiMai 
to ask whether America was not other^se ealfed 
the New World; and, beiag answered in* t&«a^ 
firmative, assured the Captain that be was w^ 
come, aiid WonM be treated- with Ifbe UCifiO!it cot^ 
diality and respect. Tfte messcngei^s from tM 
Dey were then OrderecT'oil- board the Cepuditt 
Pacha's ship ; who, receiving the letter from tbdt 
sovereign with great page, first spat, and tV&i 
stamped upon it* ; telling him to go back t^ theN 
master, and itiform him' thaf he would be seriNfd 
after the same n^anner, whenever the TarlaA 
Admiral met him, CapfaiTrBaintM-idge was, ho#* 
ever, received with every mark of attention, aod 
l^ewarded with magnificent presents.'^ The fiM 
•• • • •••••' •..•*«, 

• The only presents received were a shawl and 
a fur cloak ; togetbcri* worth about four hundred do^ 
Uvt. 
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«fdtr of his ship, aadthe health j stale of hw 
crew, became topics of general couversa^n u» 
Pera; and the difereivt Ministers stoore who 
should receive him in their palaces. We acooiiH 

Eanied him in his long boat to the Black Sea, as 
e vras desirous of hoisting there, for the first 
time, the American flag; and, opon his return, 
were amused by a very singular entertammeat at 
his table during dinn^. Upon the four corners 
were as many decanters, coBlaming jfresb water 
from as many qwurters of the globe. The natives 
of Europe, Asia, Africa, and America sat down 
together, to the same tabie, and were regaled 
with ftesh, fruit, bread, and other viands ; vfhile 
of evenr article, a sample from each quarter of 
the globe was presented at the same time. The 
means of acconapiishing this are easi^ ex^pfeioed^ 
by his having touched at Algiers, io bis passage 
from America, and being at anchor so near the 
shores both of Europe and Asia.'^ 

On the arrival of the Capudaa Pacha, the Al- 
gerine Ambassador was deiued an aucfience, and 
both his ietterj and preseats reAised^ on account 
of the many depredations committed by Algiers 
en the commerce <^ Austria aad other nations 
inendiy to the Porte, and also fo» having made 
peace virith France, without consulting the Grand 
Seignior. The Ambassador and his soke were 
not sttflbred to leave* their hooses^ the Dey of Al- 
giers was ordored to declare war against France^ 
md sixty days allpwed t» wecowt in Cosstanti- 
Hople the accoont of his compliaoce, on pain of 
anoie^fiate war. 

Captain Boiwbrid{gpe was, bowevtv, veceived by 
Hhe Capudaa Pacfaa^ with diffriognisfaed. politeness. 
8e tdok ^e frigate onder hb immediate protec- 
tion ; reques^d Captain BalabrU^e to haul down 
tito A%efiiie flsg att* carry the Ameiieaa ; and 

14* 
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IteiDg fond of sbip-building and naval affairs, coo* 
ceived^ -from the seaman-like conduct oft the offi* 
cers, and 'the state of the frigate, a high idea of 
the American marine character. These attentions j 
were peculiarly grateful, as this officer was re- ^ 
lated by marriage to the Grand Seignior, and 
supposed to possess great influence in public af- 
fairs. He afterwards addressed a friendly letter 
to Mr. Smith, the expected Ambassador, and the 
two countries might have formed a commercial 
treaty under very favourable auspices ; but the 
mission to Constantinople was afterwards discoun- 
tenanced by our government. The different 
diplomatic characters at Constantinople paid to 
Captain Bainbridge very marked civilities — more 
particularly Lord Elgin, the British, and Baron 
de Hubsch, the Danish Ambassadors. Eveiy 
thing being at length arranged, the George Wasi^* 
ingtpn sailed from Constantinople in the month 
of December, carrying the Turkish Ambassador's 
Secretary back to Algiers, with an account of ^ 
unfax'ourable result of his embassy. 

This voyage to Constantinople, altfaougb irk- 
some to the officers, was ultimately the means of 
acquiring much honour to the United States^ and 
might have been rendered, highly serviceable. — 
Fortunately for us, the George Washington ai^ 
Yived suddenly before Constantinople, which no 
Christian vessel was permitted to do-^the laws of 
the Porte requiring that all foreign vessels should 
wait one hundred, and twenty miles below the 
city, in order to obtain. leave to come up ; and as 
the American flag and nation were then unknown, 
and the ministers of foreign powers would of 
course have been unwilling to see a young advcn* 
turous people admitted to share the advantages 
of a. trade which they were enjoying exclusively, 
the probability is that the frigate never^^woiUd hart 
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reached ConstantiDOple. Arriving, however, as 
sbe did, a fine ship, with an excellent cre^ in the 
best disc;i|^ine, she gave the Turks a high idea of 
the naval character of the United States — a char- 
acter which they have since scfen ns sustain with 
so much glory in the war with Tripoli. After 
landing. some Turks at Malta, as a favour to the 
Capudan Pacha, Captain Bainbridge arrived off 
Algiers on the twenty-first of January. Warned 
by his past misfortune, he did not- venture his fri- 
gate within reach of the fort, but sent the Ambas- 
sador's Secretary on shore in a boat, although the 
Dey desired that he would come into port to dis* 
charge some guns, belonging to Algiers, which he 
had taken in there, as ballast for tho voyage td 
Constantinople. The Dey however, insisted, and 
Captain Bainbridge, fearful of the consequences 
to the unprotected commerce of the United States^ 
again ventured within the Dey's power, delivered 
the old guns, and took other ballast. The ty- 
rant was now so effectually humbled by the orders 
of the Grand Seignior, that he instantly released 
four hundred prisoners, who bad been taken with 
British and Austrian passports, and declared war 
against France. Finding too that Captain Bain*- 
bridge was on friendly terms with the Capudan 
Paeba, his menaces softened • into great mildness. 
After having been tbusinsiromeatid iti the release 
of so many prisoners, Cap4ain Bainbridge was 
BOW enabled to serve the interests of humanity in 
another way. Oa the declaratioo:. of. war with 
France, the Consul and .all the French subjects, 
then in Algiers, were ordered to leave the coun«- 
try In forty^eight hoursy and as^ their longer stay 
would haveeJEposed:tbemito;cs^ivity, they were 
all taken on board the George Washington. 

He sailed from. Mgiers* about the last of Jan- 
u^iy> and af^r landipg the French paM€»ga» 
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at AKcant, arrived at Philaidel{rfiia ia the monMi 
of Aprils 1901 9 and received llie marked appro* 
batioD of the Govemmeot for hb coadact> doriBg 
this long, ottpleasant, and mdelicate service. Be- 
fore hit rettiro, the cessation of hostiBties whh 
France^ had caused a reduction of the oavj, and 
there were retained only nine CiqstanB, of whom 
he had the satisfaction of finding himself one. In 
the following June, he received the cooHBaiid of 
the frigate Essex. About this time the regency of 
Tripoli, emboldened by the success of the Alge- 
rineSi commenced hos^ities against the United 
States ; to oppose which a squadron of frigatei^ 
aiAOttg which was the Essex, was sent to the Me* 
diterraoean. Here he continued for thirteen or 
lourteen months, engaged in convoying Araericat 
ships «id other neutrals in the MediterraneiD^ 
and cruising against the Tripofitan diips of war, 
with none of which, however, he had the good for- 
tune to engage. He returned to New- York m 
Ady, 1802, and remained on shore for about niac 
aK»ntbs, engaged in superintending the buildiag 
of the Uniira i5tates' brigs Syren and Vixea. 

In May, 1809, be was appointed to command 
the Philadelphia, a frigate built by the merchants 
of Philadelphia, and presented to the govemmeat 
of the United States. He sailed in her from the 
port of Philadelphia, in July, IMS, for the Itted^ 
lerraiieaii, to join the squadron theo ander Gon» 
liodore Preble. On reaching Gibraltar, he hcaid 
of two Tripolitan crofzers off Cape de 6at% 
and imaiediately shaped his coarse after tbeiiL 
On the 28th of August, he discovered a shto 
with a brig in company, both under a foresai 
oirfy. As it was night, the whid blowing veiy 
fresh, and the ship's nas housed, ttwatnottflfAa 
PhUadelfrfiia hailed her, thai she proved to be a 
^Hml ^ war, from tfa^ CMH tfBHt^J* Ofr4MK 
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deriog her boat on board with the ship's pass* 

ports, she was fonod to be the Mirboba, a cruiser 

•f twenty-two guns, and one hundred and ten 

nen, ft oni Morocco, and by concealing from the 

Moorish, officer who c«nie on board, the nation to 

viiich. the Essel belonged^ be was led to mention 

that the brig was- an American going to Spain, 

Inborn they bad boavded, but not detained. The 

low saik under which the brig was, however, ex« 

dtinff some suspicion, Captain Bainbridge sent 

his wst Liev^naDty to examine if the ship had 

iny American prisoners ; but he was prevented 

by tbe Captmn of the sfaipl; A boat weli manned 

and avmed warn seM to»enfbrcer a oampKanee^ aiid 

tliey found: o» baatd, tbn American Captain of 

the brig, wbof wklk bitf crew,, wenr all co&fiDed 

belowj tbe' br% ktvingr hma capturedi hy the 

MfMAab^effoMv nine da?^8« before. Aftetf this act 

of hoBtflity, Captain Bainbmdge had no heaita^ 

tSod' in nvaking prize of the ship, whieb was im« 

mediately mawmediHrom the Phila^iphia. and thie 

two fhlps proceeded to cruise for the brig, wbich 

bad mad^ off i^iog^ this examinatiao. It wad 

m>t till aftev a searcb among a iert ofvesaeh, aU 

the imtday, that she was discoveredy |mrsiscd 

And Vakeetj and both vessels carried into Giboral" 

tar. 

O0 b^ard- tbe Mirbohg^ were crui sing' crrdecs 
the Goi^er nor of Tangier, wbicb proved the 
Wstti^ dispesiiroii of tbeBmperorof Morocco^ 
who was^ about letting loose his forces against the 
Am^ri<;an commerce, Tbe capture of one of bis 
finest ships^ at the commencement of bis scheme^ 
Coni^inced him* of the folly of it, and' afforded 
Commodore Preble, on his arrival at Gibraltar, 
tbe means of brining the Emperor to a speedy 
and permanent peace with the iunited States. ^ 

While be was detained by this negotiation 
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Captain Bainbridge, in company with the Viierf, 
Captain Smith, had proceeded to blockad|e the 
harbour of Tripoli. Here he soon received in- 
formation, that a Tripolitan cruiser had escaped 
from the port, and he despatched the Vixen to 
cruise oflf Cape Bon in quest of her. After her 
departure, the Philadelphia was driven from her 
cruising ground for several days, by the preval- 
ence of strong westerly gales ; but the wind hav- 
ing changed to the eastward, she was returning 
to her istattbn, when, on the thirty first of Octo-^ 
ber, not many leagues to the east of the town, at 
about nine o'clock in the morning, a strange ship 
was seen in shore, to which chase was immediate- 
ly given. The chase kept as close in shore as 
she dared, and ran. for the harbour of Tripoli 
The Philadelphia continued to chase along the 
land, not venturing into shoaler water, than seveiC 
fathoms, and keeping op a constant fire; bQt 
finding she could not cut the chase ofi" from the 
harbour, gave up the pursuit and hauled her wind, 
to the northward, which was directly off.from tta^' 
land; when, about half after eleven o'clock^ «i . 
she was going at the rate of slxr or seven knots^ 
she ran upon rocks about four miles and an half 
from the town. These rocks are a .continuation 
of a reef, which directly opposite the town are 
above water, and extend a long distance to the 
eastwards They were not laid down in any charts 
on board, nor had they been discovered by oar 
public ships, which had before cruised on this 
coast ; nor, although three leads were kept heav- 
ing, were they perceived till she struck. Great 
exertions were instantly made to float the ship, 
a part of the guns were thrown overboard ; the 
anchors cut away from the bows ; the water start- 
ed ; the foremast cut away ; but all to oo pur* 
pose. As soon as she liad grounded, tbe gua* 
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boats came out to attack her. They took a posi- 
tion on her quarters ; but her stern-chasers cc^n- 
pelled them to chaiYge their station ; and while 
the ship continued upright, with the few guns that 
could be brought to bear, she could keep the 
enemy at a distance ; but she soon lay over so 
much on one side, that she could not. use her 
guns. At length she could not sustain the ene- 
my's fire for between five or six hours, and see- 
ing no chance of getting the ship ofi*, a council 
of war was called of all the officers, who .gave 
A unanimous opinion, that it was impossible to 
defend themselves, or to annoy the enemy ; any 
further show of resistance would only expose the 
lives of the crew, and that the painful alternative 
of surrender, was all that remained for them. 
'The magazine was therefore drowned ; the arms 
-and every article of value thrown overboard ; 
Xhe ship skuttled ^ the pumps choaked ; and the 
colours were then hauled down at five o'clock. 
One of the boats was sent to acquaint the enemy 
that the ship would make no further resistance. 
*'On approaching the enemy," says one of the 
officers employed on this occasion, **we were hail- 
ed by almost every one, and each ordered us 
along side of his boat One, however, fired a 
shot, which struck near us, and presuming him to 
be the Commodore, we rowed towards him, when 
one of the near gun boats, perceiving we were 
not coming to him^ manned his boat and came 
after us. There were about fifteen men in this 
boatf all armed with pistols, with sabres, and a 
long musket suspended over thejr backs. They 
:were a ferocious and savage set. They sprang 
.into our boat, and immediately two seized Lieu- 
tenant Porter, and .two others seized me. My 
coat was soon oflT, my vest unbottoned, and my 
cravat torn from my neck. I thought, for my 
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own part, I should not have ^ime to count mjr 
beads ; but we soon perceived that their violence 
was only with the view of getting from us what- 
ever money or valuables we might have conceal* 
ed about our persons. We now proceeded, to^ 
wards the shore, the gun-boat men continuing in 
our boat. It was just dark when we approaclbed 
the beach, which was covered with people, .arm- 
ed and shouting most hideously, aod landed, 
amidst the shouts of the populace, by whom we 
were pushed about rudely. We were conducted 
to the gate of the Pacha's castle, followed by the 
crowd. Here we were detained some minuteSi 
his Highness not being ready to receive us. We 
were, however, at length ushered into his pre- 
sence. We now felt ourselves save. The Pacbn 
was seated in state, with his ministers and priiid- 
pal officers about him, and surrounded by aiiii<- 
merous guard: We were desired to be seated^ 
while the boat's crew stood at some distance back 
A variety of questions were put to us ; how m^r 
ny men were in the Philadelphia? bow many 
guns had she? were any of the guns of brass? 
how much powder was there ? was there any m4>- 
ney in the ship ? where was Commodore Morris.? 
where was the schooner Enterprise ? &c. Three 
glasses of sherbet were brought, one for each of 
us, of which we drank." 

The same scene of plunder was renewed whei^ 
the Tripolitans came on board. They took from 
Captain Bainbridge his watch, and epaulets, and 
the cravat from his neck; but with, much ^trug' 
gling and difficulty he saved the miniature of his 
wife. When he was brought into the castle, the 
same set of questions was repeated by -the Padm, 
who observed, among other things that the fpfs* 
tune of war had placed Captain Bainbridge in U» 
present situation. They were then sent to ano^ 
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Iher spar tment, where a supper was provided far 
the officers ; after which they were brought in m 
body before the Pacha, who gratified himself by 
taking a view of them collectively. The compiar 
ceocy with which he surveyed them, his cheerful 
and animated Gountenance, sufficiently denoted 
his satisfaction at seeing them. His reception of 
tbeni, however, made favourable impressicms of 
bis character. He presented them to his Minister 
of Foreign Afialrs, Sidi Mubamed Dghies, who 
was to have charge of them, and who, the "Bashaw, 
•observed, would take good care of them. This 
indeed they found to be strictly true.j for they 
were ixow conducted to the house of the late Ame- 
rican Consul, and, although it was by this time 
one o'clock io the momiBg, the Minister sent for 
the Danish Consul, Mr. Nissen, whom he intro- 
duced to Captain Bainbridge os his particular 
friend, and one who would render the officei^ 
every service in his power. This estimable maa 
immediately brought refreshments, and all the 
bedding which be could collect at that hour ; and 
about two o'doek the officers lay down to sleep, 
■iks well as theirnew and terrible misfortune would 
:peffniit them. The next day the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs requested Captain Bainbridge and 
his ofBcers to give their parole, in order that he 
^Slight, in turn, pledge his word to the Pacha for 
^helr safety. This was complied with. The offi- 
cers also presented a unanimous address to the 
Captain, in which they stated their belief, that the 
charts and soundhigs justified as near an approach 
to the shore as tbey had made ; aad declaring^ 
that 00 ihis, as on every other occasion, bis con- 
duct had always b^eil correct and honourable* 
Soothed by this proof of confidence and attach- 
ment, Captain Bainbridge endeavoured to ren- 
der the situation of bis officers and crew as cm- 
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Portable as possible. The Consular house was com* 
modious, and although not large enough for the 
accommodation of so many persons, was at least 
airy, and the atmosphere they breathed was pure. 
About a fortnight after.this, however, the Pacha^s 
Minister acquainted Captain Bainbridge, that let- 
ters had been received from the Tripolitans who 
had been taken by Captain Rodgers, in the John 
Adams, complaining of being ill-treated by him, 
and Captain Bainbridge was requested to sign aa 
order upon Commodore Preble, to give up these 
Tripolitan prisoners, with a declaration, that if 
he refused, the ill-treatment shown to the Tripoli- 
tan prisoners should be retaliated upon the offi- 
cers of the Philadelphia. Captain Bainbridge 
peremptorily refused to sign this order, and ac* 
cordingly, by way of punishment, they were con- 
ducted by the slave driver to the prison, where 
the crew were confined at work. Here they re- 
mained one day, when the Tripolitan government, 
finding Captain Bainbrid^e's firmness not to be 
shaken, they were reconducted in the evening to 
the Consular house, and an apology received from 
the Minister for the indignity they had suffered. 
Here they continued, and were permitted occa- 
sionally to waH^ out to the country in small par^ 
ties, accompanied by a guard. 

On the sixteenth of February, 1804, the Phila- 
delphia was burnt by Decatur. This mortified the 
Pacha exceedingly } though he afiected tQ consi- 
der it as the fortune of war. Some of the bodies 
of persons who were known to have been oa 
board the Philadelphia, floated ashore, from which 
the Pacha pretended to believe that Decatur, after 
getting clear of the harbour, had, in cold bIoo4 
killed the prisoners. This was the pretext for in- 
creasing the severity of their confinement. Accord- 
ingly, they were removed to apartments in the Pa- 
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oba's castle, exceedingly small, and but ill adapt- 
ed to accommodate so many. They were without 
windows, and all the light, as well as fresh air, 
V was admitted through a small opening at the top, 
grated over with iron ratling. The door was con* 
stantly bolted and watched by a strong guard, as 
was also the top of the prison. The atmosphere 
tbey breathed, while thus closely confined, soon 
became unhealthy, and Captain Bainbridge re- 
peatedly represented to the Minister, that they 
could not exist so crowded* together and wilb such 
confined air. After much delay, and when the 
warm weather came on, and they were all getting 
sick, these accommodations were enlarged by the 
addition of other rooms. Still they were much 
crowded and they could not have sustained such 
confinement, but that the climate of Tripoli is the 
mildest and most delightful in the world. While 
in this confinement, they were sometimes, when 
none of the American cruisers were ofi*, permitted 
to walk into the country ; but there was one pe* 
riod of nearly eight months, that they were not 
allowed this indulgence, and these eight months 
included one whole summer, a season when the 
weather was warm, and consequently tbey most 
needed exercise and fresh air. They continued 
in this confinement until the peace of June, 1805* 
The conduct of the Pacha and his officers was, 
Jiowever, far more mild than they had been led to 
anticipate, and even this rigorou^ confinement was 
imposed, not so much with a view to make them 
safier, as because- the Pacha thought it the only 
mode by which he could secure them. He was 
very apprehensive on this point. The Danish 
.Consul endeavoured to explain to the Tripolitan 
government the nature of a parole among Eu- 
ropeans; and assured the government, that, by 
getting them to pledge their honour, they would 
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jnake no attempt to escape, and should be mo^ 
safe tban by all his guards, his bolts, and bis bars ; 
but' this the Pacha could not understand, and he 
could not be made to believe that any prisoner 
who had the chance to escape, would be deterred 
from doing so merely because be had passed his 
word. It was debated in the Divan, whether it 
would not>e advisable to put the officers to hard 
labour, under the idea that Commodore Preble, 
as soon as he heard of it, would, on their account, 
be more solicitous for peace. But it was justty 
concluded, that it would have a contrary tenden- 
cy; that it would irritate and exasperate their 
countrymen, unci induce a more vigorous prose* 
cution of the war. The project was iberefere 
abandoned. - 

When the news was received that Gteaeral £a« 
ton bad taken Derne, and, in conjunctioo witb 
the dethroned Pacfaa, was advancing towards Tij* 
l^oli, £aton'8 force was greatly exaggerated, »d 
the Pacha became alarmed. He sent word to 
Captain Bainbridge, that heretofore be consider* 
ed the war as one of interest only ; tbnt the Uni* 
ted States prosecu^ted it'in order to get away tbctf 
countrymen for as small a sum of money as possh 
ble, and that be continued it to get as siucfa as 
f>os8ible for bis prisoners ; but that now the Ame* 
ricans had made common cause with his exiled 
brother, and that conse<|uently, be must succeed 
against Eaton or lose bis kingdom ; that he had 
the means of injuring the feelings of the American 
l^eople in a most delicate point, (meaning by pul*^ 
ting the prisoners to death) and that in a catsejif 
extremity he should enforce these meams. 
Pacha thought to alarm Captain Bainbridge, 
induce him to write to the Commodore or to 
ton. Captain Bainbridee, however, replied, i 
he and his officers were in the powar of the Fa^i^ 
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todtkisitfae migbt liowitk tb^w as he pleated; 
tbet the United States kad many officers and sea- 
men, and that consequently tbey should be no 
ktfs ta their country. This spirited reply saved 
lum from any more such messages. It is tmpessi- 
bleio say whetter the Pacha would or woidd not 
hare g^ne to this extremity* He is a man of' 
strong passions, and ambitious; and bad he been 
driren from bis kingdom, he might have been 
ttrged to this violence ; as it cannot be supposed, 
that, be should entertain the same sediments of 
abhorrence at the atrocity of sacrificing hii pri- 
soners, as would be felt by an European. A place 
in the interior had certainly been fixcfd on as a 
place of security for them, in case it became ne- 
cessary to remove them from the capital. 
. White thus confined, without exercise or change 
i>f scene, their time, it maybe eitstly imagiiled, 
passed heavily. But their youth and tiie hardy 
frame of mind, created by their profession, were 
quaUfied to resist for a lofi^ time, She depressing 
efects of misfortune. After the short intervai of 
unavailing regret bad passed, they collected their 
spirits and resources, and endeavoured to derive 
amusement and occupation from every quarter. 

When they were taken, they lost all Ifaeir ctothes. 
The officers of the Vixen, as soon as Ihey heard 
of this circumstance, sent a part of their clothes^ 
which came very seasonably. Soon after, some 
0f their own was brought lo l&e prison, for sale, 
and each officer, having thus an opportunity of 
porebasing some of his former wardrobe, they 
had a sufficient si^^pJy. Some of their boohs 
were also taken to them to be sold, and were pur- 
chased from the Tripolttans, to whom they were 
entirely useless, at .a pric^ generally much below 
tdbfeir value. 
These funushed the means of constant eixtfloy^ 
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ment, as their officers were enable to pursue 
their studies to which they were attached, aod 
the prison became a sort of academy, in which 
navigation, the French language, and other in- 
structive'stadtes were cultivated. Occasionally, 
too, they found some relief against «nnui in tiiea- 
trical performances. Among the books purchased 
was one odd volume of plays, containing the Cas- 
tle Spectre, the Heir at Law, the Stranger, and 
Secrets Worth Knowing. These were successive- 
ly got «p#nd performed. This resource was husr 
banded yery carefully. Thus they were busily 
occupied, for some time, in preparing the seenery, 
then the dresses, then in rehearsing, and finally, 
after great exertions for three or four weeks, the 
theatre was opened. The scenery was painted ib 
such colours as could be procured ; the gayer 
dresses of tlie ladles were formed of sheets, whik 
black silk handkerchiefs sewed together furnished 
suits of wo; and leaves and paper completed the 
materials of the female toilet. After this, criti- 
cisms upon the performance and dresses of the 
several actors and actresses, kept them alive, and 
sometimes cheerful for a fortnight ; and now again 
they began to prepare for another play. - 

Another great resource was, that sometimes 
they received letters^ from their friends in Ameri- 
ca. This indeed was rare ; . but it always bad a 
most lively and permanent effect upon them. 
Their greatest comfort, however, certainly was, 
that they were all kept together. Had they been 
separated, and deprived of the support of each 
others society, they could not have survived so 
long a captivity. 

Among their comforts too, the active and friend- 
ly humanity of Mr. Nissen, the Danish Consul 
must nat be forgotten — a gentleman whose «eii- 
^oug, .manly aoSd. liopourable conduct should be 
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oennected with every mention of the Tripolitan 
waF. While the other agents of/oreign eountries, 
tbe French, English and Spanish Consuls, kept 
aloof) from tbe paltry consideration of timidity, 
or coounercial jealousy, or wrote to the captives a 
cold and formal and complimentary and unmean<» 
ii^ offer of service, Mr. Nissen came forward at 
<»nce, and from tbe first to the last hour of their 
captivity, was a constant, unremitting, anxious 
and affectionate friend. Money, clothes, books^ 
every thing wbich could contribute to render the 
situation of the captives less irksome, was lavish** 
ed by the friendly zeal of Mr. Nissen. . When tbe 
period of their captivity was about expiring, they 
addressed him a letter, of thanks for his di&inter« 
ested friendship : and as soon as they were re- 
leased, presented tu him an urn, as a la&ting. mon* 
ument of his benevolence and their gratitude. 

Besides other modes of occupying their time^ 
their minds were frequently excited by hopes and 
efforts to escape. An attempt was made in tbe 
latter end of April, 1804, to undermine the castle 
and escape under the wall. They commenced 
digging in the roam of the warrant officers ; but 
after working for four, days, they reached at the 
depth of twenty-five feet, a loose sand and watery 
and found that the foundation of the castle was 
built upon made ground of so loose a texture^ 
that it was impracticable to undermine it hori- 
jonlally the requisite distance, which was one 
fauodred and. fifty yards, without boards to prop 
it and prevent its falling in ; and as they had none 
of these they were obliged to look to some other 
means of escape. In the following May, they 
adopted another scheme. One of the inner walls 
of the prison communicated with a subterraneous 
pas&age which they hoped would lead to the out- 

w«ud walljof the castle, and by perforating .this 
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they, expected to^ fiad a passage iata the ftow& 
Accordingly the^ began to take out one by om 
the stones of this wall, which were carefully re< 
placed to avoid suspiciofi. For this labour %ht^ 
had nothing but their case-knives, a dull axe and 
an iron . bolt ; but they at last got inta a Jos^ 
dark, subterraneous passage, which they followed 
for some time, till their progress was stopped by 
another well. This they perforated ; but to their 
i^urprise and mortification, they found a space of 
made earth, or terrace, on which the top of the 
castle rested. They were not, however, disheart- 
ened, but began to excavate a place large enough 
for a man to crawl in upon his hands and kaees^ 
carefully removing the earth to a distance, and 
scattering it through the subterranean passi^ge j 
but they had not made much progrese, before dit 
movements of the soldiers and the great weight 
on the top of the terrace made it cave in, and de^ 
stroyed the whole enterprise. Fortuimtely the 
suspicions of the guard were not excited, and Aa 
plan remained undiscovered. 

Another and more bold attempt had no betttf 
success. It was intended to reach,, by a dtfficuh 
and dangerous way, to the window at the top of 
the prison, through which they were to get on the 
terrace, and taking advantage of some moment 
when the guards were asleep or inattentive, cross 
the terrace, a distance of mty or sixly yards, to 
the parapet of the wall. In one of die embrasures 
of this they were to make f&st a rope, formed of 
all the sheets teid together, and descend the height 
of ninety feet to the )»each. The first who got 
down were to swim to a Spanish vessel about half, 
a mile ofi", cut her boat adrift and bring it ashore^ 
and the whole party were then to embark and euh 
deavour to gain the American squadron. 

Tltts plan ws» cottfloed to Captain Baaiibiadgr 
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tiid a few of the original projectors of it. On the 
eve of its execution, Captaia Bainbridge wrote 
tatiie Tripolitaii minister to inform him, that as 
ao regard had been paid to their parole, he deem- 
ed himself justified in attempting to regain his 
liberty, and reconuneadiiig the officers who should 
be lefti behind to bis particniar care and alten- 
tioD. To those officers ttiemselves he addressed 
a note, stating, that as all could not laake the at'- 
teiDpr,itwas43eoessarilj confined to its projectors; 
tbat (he escape of htmself aod so «iany officers 
voald enable them to render the greatest services 
to those w;ho reanabied, and hasten the period of 
their liberation, by lessening the sum 4eJ;>e de- 
manded fey tke Tripoli tans* When these arrange* 
meoBls were oonchided, the paity reached the win* 
dew^ tet it blew so ^vialent a gale of wind, that 
^y were txbHged to postpone the project ; and 
Caprtain fiainbiidge, £adiiig thai Mb departing 
eacit^ vaeasiness in the muids of some of the 
aficers, aiMradonedtfae expedition, and detanauned 
10 share then* fate. T%e attempt was then made 
by three Lieutenants and as many Midshipmen. 
l£c inidn%ht, on the twenty-first day of May, Ihey 
reached the terrace, and retnained there tornBeaiy 
two hours, endeaviouring to iseek a moment to 
cross to the parapet ; bat the terrace was om^erod 
with gnards, and they found no opportunity of 
getting oC The fiiilure of this sdieme put an 
end to ail plans of escape, asid they patienUy 
waited their liberation .frocn the ha«ds of their 
eountry^nen. 

Zhiring the bombardment of the town, they 
were the inelanchoiy and inactive witnesses of tiMs 
efibrts of their countrymen. The burning of the 
Philadelphia, the explosion of the fire-ship, cora- 
maoded by Captain Somers, and the various at- 
tacks 'made on the town, all passed before their 
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eyes. Sometimes too they were exposed froai^ 
their situatioo to great danger. On one occasioo^ 
a twenty ofour pound shot came into Captain BaiD" 
bridge's bed-room and passed within six inches of 
bis bead. 

While the officers, were confined, the men were 
kept at work during the day and locked up at 
night. The work, however^ which was required of 
Ihero was always light, and nothing more than 
wholesome exercise- It was searcely as severe as 
the ordinary duty which is exacted from them on 
boaid ship. The Tripolitans are, generaUy 
speaking, and excepting the people employed in 
the gun-boats, of a mild, humane character. The 
prisoners were often obstinate, uncomplying aod 
mischievous'; yet the Tripolitans who had chaige 
of them were rarely provoked to punish them.— 
They used often to say, that the Americans were 
the most difficult to mana|i;e of any people ibey 
bad ever seen. Several of the crew turned Ma^ 
metans, and thus gained their freedom ; but the 
rest remained faithful to their country and theit 
religion. 

It would be unjust not t04-ecord an instance of 
the generosity of thes^ seamen. Among the dri- 
vers who superintended them while at work was a 
Neapolitan, himself a captive, who had often re- 
lented into pity for them and done them acts of 
kindness. Touched by this treatment, the crew, 
as they were about to leave Tripoli, made a sub- 
scription out of their wages of between three and 
four hundred dollars, with which they purchased 
the liberty of the Neapolitan, who was thus res- 
tored at the same time with themselves to freedoflu 
and his country. 

At last Colonel Lear appeared off the barbqur 
4o negotiate a peace with Tripoli. The first over- 
tures were embarrassed by the employment of tht 
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Spanish Consul, who was at length put' aside, and 
Captain Bainbridge proposed, as the shortest 
mode of pacification, that he should be permitted 
to visit the squadron. This request was so new 
iQ Barbary, that the officers of the Philadelphia 
were obliged to give a written declaration, that 
in case he did not return they would submit to any 
panisbment the Pacha might inflict. Under this 
guarantee be had an interview with the American 
officers, and a trea^ was at last concluded be- 
tween the two countries ; by which the American 
and Tripolitan prisoners were exchanged, and 
the sum of sixty thousand dollars given to the 
Pacba. On the thiVd of June, 1805, the officers 
were liberated, after a confinement of nineteen 
months and three days ; and on the fourth, they, 
as weH as the crew, embarked on board the squa- 
dron, and soon after sailed for America. 

Captain Bainbridge reached the United States 
in the autumn of 1905, and the reception which 
« he met from his country was such as to satisfy 
completely the feelings of a meritorious, but un- 
fortunate, officer. He was received rather as a 
returning conqueror, than as a vanquished pri- 
soner — a most unequivocal proof of public con*- 
fidence, since that merit must indeed be sterling 
which could stand the test of such misfortunes. 
Nor were the opinions of bis brother officers less 
honourable and liberal. At his request, a court 
of inquiry had been held on the loss of the fri** 
gate, and the judgment of the court was, that it 
'^ was decidedly of opinion, that Captain Baior^ 
bridge acted with fortitude and good conduce in 
the loss of the United States' frigate Philadelphia ; 
and that no degree of censure should attach itself 
to him from that event." 

Early in 1806, he was ordered to take the com- 
mand of the naval station at New-York 5 but soo» 
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oiler, olHained a forloUgii to perform a Toyage in 
the mercfaafit service ; wliicfa, hma the reduced 
itote of bis fiinds, bad become oec^ssarj to make 
some provision for bis familjr. He retur^d in 
1807, and was employed in vmana naval duties, 
until Marchy 1808, when be w&s appointed to tbe 
Pordand station, which had become vacant bytbe 
deatfa of Conuftodore Prdale. In December fol- 
lowing, he was called to Washington, to «iperin* 
tend tbe repairs of tbe frigate President, wMcb he 
was appointed to comm^td. Having completed 
the ship, be sailed, in July 1809, from Washington^ 
and cruised on oar coast till the next sprii^, whea 
he again obtained' permission from the navy de- 
partmeat to engage in the merchant s^rice. 

Having retnrn^ from his mercantile pursuits it 
February, 1812^ he was. sqspointed to the com^ 
mand of the navy-yard at Cbarlestown, Mass^u^bo^ 
setts, and the public vessels on the eastern station. 
On tbe declaration of war againi^ Ch*eat Bar 
tain, it was submitted by the government tolas 
own inclioation, either to retam bis post attk 
navy-yardv or to cniise against the enemy cm^ the 
ocean. Accustomed to a life of active serviee^ 
and preferring the hazard of warfare and tfai 
chance of victory^ to the security of hiaction, be - 
did not hesitate to choose the former, and was atf- 
eordingly appointed to command the frigate Cofr' 
stellation ; but, on the arjrival ikt Bost^n^ of Csf^^ 
tain Hull, after bis victory? oarer tbe Britij^ fr^fe" 
Guernere, ha applied for a fuifloo^ to attend la 
his private concerns, and Commodore Bainbridgr 
was permitted to take command of tbe CoostiHh 
tlon. In a few weeks be sailed, in company vntb 
the sloop of war Hornet, Captain Lawrence, MMir 
cruise to tbe £ast-Indles« After parting eoih 
pauy with Captain Lawrence, he was rutiiiilt( 
^^wn the coast of Brazil,, wlien, on Tbursdiyr 
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the ^DCfa of December, fae discovered, about niotf 
In the morning, two sail, one of which was stand- 
ing off shore towards bin}. H^ immediately made 
sail to meet the strange Mp^ and -finding, as he 
approacbed ber, that ^he did not answer his pri- 
vate signails, proceeded out to sea in order to 
separate ber from ket companion, and draw her 
eff the neutral coast. About one o'clock, having 
reached what fae considered a proper distance 
from the shore, he hoisted his ensign and pendant, 
which was answered by English colours, and per- 
ceiving that she was an English frigate (the Java, 
Captain Lambert) he took in the royals, tacked, 
and stood iorthe enemy. The Java immediately 
bore down, intended to rake, which tbe ConstitUr 
tion avoided by wearing. The enemy being now 
within half a mile to windwai*d, and having hauled 
down bis dag, the Constitution fired a gun ahead 
lo make him show bis colours, and immediately 
poured in her ^bole broadside, on which Eng- 
lisli colours were hoisted, and the fire returned* 
On this, the action became general, within grape 
and canister distance. In a few minutes, the 
-wheel of the Constitution was shot away ; and^ ia 
Itboiit half an hour. Commodore Bainbridge iSnd- 
ing that his adversary still kept too far off, deter* 
niined to close with trim at the risk of being raked* 
He therefore luffed up so close td the Java, that in 
|>assing, her jib-boom got foul of the Constitution's 
mizen rigging ; and having now gained a hearer 
][>osition, he poured in so well directed a fire, that 
in ten minutes he shot away the Java's jib-boom 
^ttd part of her bowsprit *, in five minutes more ber 
fpremjatst went by the board — her maintopmast 
fbllowed^-theh the gaft and spanker-boom, and 
lastly, the mixen-mast went nearly by the board. 
At five minutes past four, one hour and fifty-five 
minutes from the commencement of the action, 
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ms^n long in the inaction of peace; Having str> 
perinteoded the building of the Independence^ a 
»hip of 74 guns, he bad the honour of waving bis 
flag on board the first line of battle ship belong* 
ing to the United States, that ever floated. The 
hostile demeanour of the governments of Barbarj, 
induced the American government, in 181^ to 
equip two squadrons, one under Decatur, and an* 
fther under Bainbridge, for the Mediterranean, to 
use the lew (uliimis of kings, to bring tbera to » 
due sense of the estimation in which the people of 
the United States ought to be held. His squa- 
dron consisted of the Independence, 74, flag-ship; 
sloop of war, Erie, 18 guns ; brig Chippewa, 
18 giins; and schooner Lynx. In his voyage 
16 the Mediterranean, he found his ship to exceed 
liis most sanguine expectations, and the alacrity 
of Commodore Decatur, in bringing the Barbary 
pointers to a peaceful demeanour, left bim, on his 
arrival in that sea, no share of the honours he ex* 
pected to reap from the object of his destination. 
He arrived in the harbour of Carthagena, in 
Spain, on the 5 th of August, 1815, and on the 
lOth of the same month, informed the Secretary 
of the navy, by letter, that peace having taken 
]^Iace with the Regency of Algiers, it only remain* 
ed for him to obey the Secretary's instructions, 
by showing his squadron off Tunis and Tripoli, 
leaving onfe frigate and two smaller vess^ls in the 
gut of Gibraltar, and returning to Newport, R. 
Island, with the residue of his squadron, where 
be expected to arrive some time in the following 
September. 

According to his instructions, he presented him- 
self before Algiers, wd exhibited his force. He 
then presented himself before Tripoli, where he 
tiad the mortification to find that Commodore 
Decatur had shorn him of his expected Itiurels, 
by a previous visit. 
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After runoiog down the Barbajry coasts be sir* 
rived in Malaga Rofids^ on the 1 3(U} of Sepiember^ 
where he reataioed'^ome days waiUog to form a 
JQfiction with Commodore i>ej:atur'« squadrpo. 
As soon a» tbii was ^jQkptedi h? sailed for the 
United States and zrrWfi4 at Newport, Rhode 
Idiindy on the l^tbof Nov^i;Dl>^r, 181S, Je/aviog^ 
iiader Capiiun Shaw, Ijie sepipr officer, i^^ fri* 
gates United States and CoustelJ^tioa, and tii^ 
sloop« of war Ontario and £ri|e, to lenfcirjC^ a due 
respe^ among the Bjirbary States tp ttie cundi* 
tioQs of tb# late p^s^ce. 



LEWIS WABBINGTON. 

Lewis WAstRjNfGTpN is iijoative .of Virginia} ami 
was'partly educiited at Wiljii^msbur^ pollege. 

At the age of abput .^teen, bfi )>^i% appointed 
a Midshipman in^the United States' 9^yyj Joined 
ttie frigate Chesapc;<a|(e, tfa^n fying 9it XorU>Ikf i» 
Februar^« 4800. In this ship be cr«^ed Oii tha 
West-bdia f^WUm tiAL H^y^ 180J^ wb^n she r^- 
turned to the United 3t^tesi Ji^ .tbjeyti .went pa 
board ^ M&^tfi Freiiideotff under Cpmipodore 
Dale^ This ,«bip $qpp aAer sailed for the ^edi- 
teirj^^eap, ^h^re she refiiaineyd vtt.ti| 1902^ bi^P^rkn 
ad<»g>Tr^o}i. The President, in l^lay, •19(^i re- 
ti>F9ed to the Uojked Sta^teis, ^9^ Mr. War/iug- 
ton tb^ joined the Irig^te JlSFew-lTor^, in yvbich 
ship iifi lOQoe loor^ Mtil^d for the M^diter^i^e^n, 
mi i^tjprned m inw, Jk8Cf3^ to this aoj^try Mi 
tbe Gbesj^^ke frigate. On bis cetftirn, hp was 
Ii9i9.ediateiy pondered to the yi«eQ> then com* 

wwd^ by C»pt^o SmMb^ late c^ ^ Pxan^luii 
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his bowsprit badly wounded, and forty*five thsi 
holes in bis bull, twenty of which were witbio a 
foot of his water-line, above and below. By grest 
exertions we got ber in jiaiUxig 4yri^ just as i^gbt 
came on. 

" In fifteen minutes after the 'eoemy bad ^rudc, 
the E^eacock was ready Cem* anoth^ actioD, ia 
every respect ; but the fore-yard, which was sent 
down, fished, and we had the foresail set again in 
forty-five minutes — such was the spirit and ac- 
tivity of our gallant crew. The Epervier bad 
under convoy an English hermaphrodite brig^ a 
EUissian and a' Spanijib ship, wfaich all baided 
their wind and stood to the .£. N. £• I bad de^ 
termiaed upon pursuing the foriOjer, but Somi 
that it would not be prudent to leaiiFe our {uris^ 
in her then crippled state, and tb^ more partictt* 
larly so, afi we found she Jiad on board oae Jtmn^ 
dned and twenty thousand dollarjB in .specie^ which 
we soon transfeici^^d to this ship, ^yery officer, 
seaman, and marine did his duty^ wbich i» the 
highest complii^ent I can piay ih^m. 

I am, &C. 

L. WARRINGTON." 

Captiain Warrington broi|ght bis pra»e s^e ial^^ 
port, and on his return, rec^ive^ the .usual bo^ 
ours, which it had become ^ufitoimary to |>»y t^ 
men who t:onquei*ed the enemy* 

Early in Ihe following year^ be jsaUed/rom ISew- 
Y^xtk^ in company with the Hornet, Captain Bid- 
die, as part of a Si({uadroQ under C!oimaodora 
Pecator^in the Preheat, which wasuiteodeid to 
f r^&e in ^ Indiaa /ieas. The Pn^»4e«it hm 
sailed aborify ibeforct, aAer appoiotiog a neiMli^^ 
imis, and soon after, wa« faUen in with by aBvir* 
tifth sif wdroli, to 'which be was ^ally loUig^ t0 j 
^marender, ^fter baviiig heaiten the £ndymo%' 
their itf^oiost iabip. Xbe jP^snQock wdiksiMl' 
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separated in chasing, and did not meet until tbey 
arrived at Tristan D'Acunba, the appointed ren- 
dezvous. From thence they proceeded to their 
ultimate destination, but were again separated in 
^ODseqi^ence of falling in with a British line of 
battle ship, and never afterwards joined. The 
Hornet was obliged to throw over her guns to es- 
cape from the enemy, which rendered it necessary 
to return to. port; but the I^acock gained the 
Straits of Sunda, where she ca^ptored ibur vessels, 
one of them a brig of fourteen guns, in the £ast« 
India company's service. From this vessel Cap* 
tain Warrington received satisfactory assurances 
of the ratification of peace betweea the United 
States and England^ and, in consequence, made 
the best of bis way to this country, where be ar- 
rived the beginning of November, 1815, after an 
9bseQce of akiof^ a year. The Peacock was the 
first ship of war bielonging to the United States 
thai ever cmised in the Straits of Sunda, in no 
part of which is there a firiendly port, where she 
could calculate on receiving any supplies what- 
ever. Since Captain Warrington took command 
of that ship she has captured nineteen vessels, 
three of which were given up to prisoners,, and 
sijtteen de&trayed. 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 

GEORGE CROGHAN 

Was bom at Locust Grove, near the falls of 
Ohio, on the 15th of November, 1791. His fa- 
ther. Major William Croghafi, left Ireland at an 
early period, was appointed an officer in our re- 
volutionary army, and discharged bis duties as 
ftucbi to the satisfaction of the Commanderio* 
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chief. His mother isr the daughter of John Chtk, 
Esq. of Virginia, a gentleman of worth and res- 
pectability, who exerted himself greatly and con- 
tributed largely towards the support of the Revo* 
lutionary contest. He had five sons; four of 
whom were officers in the Revolutioaary army. 
General William Clark, who, together with Gap- 
tain Lewis, explored the western boundary of the 
United States, and who is at present the Gover« 
^ nor of Louisiana, was too young to participate 
with his brothers in the achievement of that event.' 
The military talents of George R. Clark, have ob- 
tained for him the flattering appellation of *^ the 
father of the western country." 

Colonel Croghan has always been esteemecf 
generous and humane ; and, when a boy, his main 
ly appearance and independence of sentiment aqi 
action,^ commanded the attention and admiration 
of all who knew him. 

While in the state of Kentucky, his time waJ| 
principally occupied with the study of. his native 
tongue— geography — the elements of geometry-^*' 
and the Latin and the Greek languages. In tbeid 
different branches of literature he made are»f . 
pectable progress. ^ ^ 

In the year 1808, he left Locust Grove, for ty«J 
purpose of prosecuting his studies in the Universi^^ 
of William and Mary. In this in&titution he gni^ 
duated as a. b. on the 4th of July, 1810 ; aitd[^ 
delivered, on the day of his graduation, an ort^ 
tion on the subject of expatriation* Thisi oratiol^ 
was deemed by the audience, concise, iogenio 
and argumentative, and was pronounced in 
manner which did great credit to his oratorical; 
powers. The ensuing summer he attended 
course of lectures on law, and, on the terminal 
of the course, returned to his father's, wb 
he prosecuted the study of the same professicH^ 
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znd occasionally indulged himself in misceliane- 
Otts reading. Biography and history have always 
occupied much of his attention. He is (as his 
countenance indicates) rather of a serious cast of 
mind ; but no one admires more a pleasant anec- 
dote, or an unaffected sally of wit. With his 
- friends he is affable and free from reserve — his 
manners are prepossessing ; he dislikes ostenta- 
tion, and was never heard to utter a word in 
praise of himself* 

In the autumn of 181 1, was fought the battle of 
Tippecanoe. This was the first opportunity that 
offered for the display of his military talents. 
He embraced it with avidity — he left his father's 
liouse in the character of a volunteer, and wds 
appointed Aid to General Harrison. On the 7th 
jof rf^ovember, an attack was made on the troops 
sxnder the command of that officer ; the enemy 
iwere repulsed with valour ; and, during the en- 
gagement, young Croghan evinced the greatest 
ii^ourage, activity and military skill. His services 
cjyere acknowledged by all ; and he exhibited such 
proofs of a genius for war, that many of his com- 
panions in arms remarked, that *^ he was born a 
soldier.'' A cant saying among the troops of 
Fippecaaoe, was '' to do a main business," and 
luring the battle, he would ride from post to post, 
»2ci ting the courage of the men by exclaiming, 
^ Now my brave fellows, now is the time to do a 
KBain business." Upon the return of the troops 
s-om Tippecanoe, they were frequently met by 
» arsons coming to ascertain the fate of their chil- 
l-mren or friends. Among the number of these 
r^s a very poor and aged man^ whose son was 
[ ^n in the battle. Croghan having ascertained 
9^^ situation of the old man, and observing his. 
^.^ibility to perform much bodily labour, rega- 
in ^j?' made hisfires for him every morning, and 
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supplied him with provisions, clothes and mouQ; 
Many acts of this kind are related of him by the 
soldiers and officers of Tippecanoe. 

After the battle of Tippecanoe, and upon the 
prospect of a speedy declaration of war against 
Great Britain, he expressed a desire to Join tbt 
army. Recommendatory letters of the most flat* 
tering kind were written by Genersils Harnson 
and Boyd to the Secretary of war, and upon the 
commencement of hostilities, he was appointed 
Captain in the 17th regiment of infantry. He 
was stationed some time at Clark cantonment 
near the falls of Ohio; bat had not been long to 
command there, before he was ordered to march, 
with what regulars be had, to the bead-quartea 
of the North-western army, then at Detroit. Be- 
fore they had proceeded far they heard of HuIF$ 
surrender. Shortly after this, to the Americans, 
unfortunate event, Governor Harrison, who bad 
received a Msyor-generaPs commission in the r»» 
gular army, was appointed to command the lJiii>- 
ted States^ forces on the North-western frontier. 

Captain Croghan commanded a short tifli^ 
Fort Defiance, on the Miami of the Lakes; bat 
after the defeat of General Winchester, be was 
ordered to Fort Meigs, upon which the enemy de- 
signed an attack. Here General Harrison, com- 
manded in person. Every disposition both for at- 
tack and defence, was m^ade by the confilctiAg 
parties. The siege began on the 28tb of Apc^ 
and on the 9th of May following, the beskgofip 
commenced their retr-^at, covered with disgrMiA: 
Here Croghan particularly signalized himself -urn 
bis corps, by several handsome and brilliaot ctap* 
ges on the enemy. For his conduct on this occ^ 
sion, he received the particular notice of the. Conf; 
manding General ; and was shortly after advanMl 
to a Majority and was stationed with his batt^ 
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ion at upper Sandusky. From this be was order- 
ed to Fort Stephenson, twenty miles above the 
mouth of Sandusky river, with orders from Gen* 
eral Harrison to destroy the stores and abandon 
the fort, if the enemy made his appearance* 
Learning that the enemy designed to attack him, 
he disobeyed his orders, and immortalized his 
fame. He laboured day and night to place the 
fort in a state of defence. 

The necessity of cutting a ditch round tbeibrt, 
immediBtely presented itself to him^ — This was 
ilone — but in order to render .the enemy's plans 
abortive, should they even succeed in leaping the 
ditch, which was nine feet wide, and six deep, he 
had large logs placed on the top of the fort, and 
so adjusted that an inconsiderable weight would 
cause them to fall from their position, and crush to 
•death all who might be situated below. 

A short time before the action, be wrote the fol- 
lowing concise and impressive letter to a friend. 
** The enemy are not far distant : I expect an at- 
tack — 1 will defend this post to the last extremity. 
I have just sent away the- women and children that 
I may be able to act without incumbrance. Be 
satisfied : I hope to do my duty. The example 
set me by my revolutionary kindred is before me 
— let me die rather than j>rove unworthy of their 
name." 

On the fir«t of August, General Proctor made 
his appearance before the fort. His troops con- 
silted of 500 regulai*9, and about 700 Indian? of 
the most ferocious kind. There were but 133 
.effective men in the garrison, and the works co« 
vered one acre of ground. The pickets were 
about ten feet high, surrounded by a ditch, with a 
block-house at each angle of the fort, one of which 
V contained a six-pounder. This was the exact 
state of the post at tlie time the enemy appeared. 
VOL. u. XT' 



: 
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The first moveincnt made by the enemy, was td 
make such a difipoBition of tws forces, as to pre^ 
rent the escape of the garrison, if they should btf 
disposed to attempt it. He then sent Colonel H- 
liot with a flag, to demand the surrender of the 
fort. He was met by Ensign Sbipp. The Brit- 
ish <ifficer observed that TSeneral Proctor had 
a number of cannon, a large body of regular 
troops, and so miany Indians, whom it was impos- 
sible to control, that if the fort was taken, as it 
must be, the whole of the garrison would be mas- 
sacred. Shtpp answered, that it was the determi^- 
nation of Major Croghan, his offictjl-s, and men, 
io defend the garrison or be buried in it, and 
4hat they might do their best. Colonel EUioU ad* 
dressed Mr. Shipp again—*' You are a fine youig 
•man, I pity your situation, for God*s sake surren* 
der, and prevent the dreadful slaughter that mml 
follow resistance." Shipp turned from him wi* 
indignation, and was immediately taken hold «l 
by an Indian, who attempted to wrest his swmA 
from him. Major Croghan, observing what paif- 
sed, called to Shipp to come into the fort, whidk 
was instantly obeyed, and the action commencdL 
The firing began from the gun-boats in the reai^ 
and was kept up during the night. 

At an eariy hour the next morning, three sa^ 
pounders, which had been planted during dte 
night, within two hundred and fifty yards m tta 
pickets, began to play upon the fort, but with ***^ 
tie effect. About four p. ir. all the enemy's | 
wdre concentrated against the North-western 
gle of the fort, for the purpose of making a br 
To counteract the effect of their fire. Major 
ghan caused that point to be strengthened 
means of bags of (our, sand, and other materi 
in such a manner that the picketing sustained llih] 
tie or no iiyury. But the enemy, supposing **^-^^ 
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tbeir fire bad suffici^nlily shattered the pickets, 
lidvigsced, to the number of five hundred, to storm 
tbe place, at the same time making two feints on 
difierent points, 

Tbe columa wbicb advanced against tbeNorth-* 
western apgle, was. so completely enveloped ifk 
siDoke^ zs not to be discovered until it had ap-» 
proacbed witbin eighteen or twenty paces of tb^ 
lines, but the men- being aU at tfaeir posts, aad« 
r^ady to receive it| commenced so heavy and gal-* 
ling a fire as to throw the colunin into confusion ; 
but beiiig quickly rs^lied, Lieutenaat-colonel 
$hort, the leawler of the column, exckumed^ " come 
on my brave feltows, we will ^ve these d*— d yanr 
kie^ rascals no quarters^" and immediately le^pt 
ima tbie ditch, followed; by- bis troops : as sooa af 
tj^jt- dkcb.was entirely fiUed by the assailantf, 
llajor Crogbai:^ or-dered tbe si^i-poMnder whicb 
bad been masked in the block-house, to be firet}; 
Jtbad been loadedi with a double charge of mu^ 
k9t balk and sl^g^. Tbe piece completely raked 
fte ditch from epd to end. The $rst fire leveile4 
the one half in death ; tb^ sec<md or third eitbef 
killed OF wounded every one except eleven, whp 
were covered by tbe dead bodies. At tbe saip^ 
time^ tbe fire of smaU ^rms was so ince^s^nt ancl 
destructive, that it was in vitin the British officers 
f lerled tbemsielves. to le^ on the bak^nce of tb« 
colttiBO ; it retired in disorder under ^ shower 0f 
slpot, and sought ^a^ty in an adjoining woedw 
The loss of the enemy in killed was about ow 
kandred and fifty, besides a considerable number 
of their allies. The Americans bad but one killed 
apd seven slightly wounded. Early in tbe morn- 
ing of tbe third, tbe enemy retreated down the 
river, after having abandoned* considerable bag* 
gage. 

The garrison was coijaposed of regulars, all 
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Kentbckians ;' a finer company of men was- not to 
be fbund in the United States, perhaps not in the 
world. They were as humane- as courageous. 
This is proved by their unceasing attention to 
the wounded enemy after their discomfiture ; du- 
ring the night they kindly received into the fort, 
through the fatal port-bole of the block^^hoose, 
all those who were able to crawl to it ; to those 
unable to move^ they threw canteens filled with 
water. They even parted with their clothes to 
alleviate the sufferings of the wounded. 
« Notwithstanding his disobedience of orders, fer 
tlie successful defence of this post, Major Crogfaan 
was raised to the rank of Lieutenant-colonel. 

In the beginning of July, an expedition for the. 
recapturing of Michilimackinac, was intrusted li» 
his command. This was fitted put from Detrak* 

On the 20th of July, the troops were landed at 
St. Joseph's; and the fort, which had been eva* 
cuated, set on fire. Major Holmes was then m^ 
dered to the Sault St. Mary's, for the purpose ef 
breaking up the enemy's establishment at that 
{ilace. He arrived the day after,; but the North- 
west agent had received notice of his approach^ 
and succeeded in escaping with a considerable 
amount of goods, after setting fire to a vessd 
above the fails : the design of this latter mestssafft 
was frustrated. The vessel was brought dow» 
the falls on the 25th, but having bilged, was de*» 
stroyed. Considerable property belonging to 
the enemy was taken. 

On the 4th of August, a landing of the troopi 
under Croghan and Morgan, was effeeted, 9l 
Mackinac ; but the strength of the enemy's woriu 
rendered it impossible to carry the place by stoxo^ 
with a small number of troops ; and, affer a 
vere conflict, a retreat became indispensably 
was accordingly efiected. 



MlUTA&r AND NAVAL UEBOZS. )97 

Although this expedition prpved unsuccessful 
ifl its issue, its failure wa$ joot ascribable to auy 
siisconduct on the part of th^ comiQaDding officer. 
Every thing was done that yigilance, braverj, 
aad perseverance could achieve. 

The American lo$3 was thirteen killed, fifjty-one 
wounded, and two missing — loss of the enetpy no( 
Jknown. 

AAer this affair, Colonel Croghan determiQe4 
to remain on Lake Huron for a t^me, with three 
companies, for the purpose of breaking u^ any 
depots which the enemy might have on the ea&t 
side of the take. 

He learnt that the oxAy line x>f coDHnanicatioo 
from York to Mackinac, Sec* was by the way of 
lake Simcoe and Nautawasaga river, which emp- 
ties inta Liake Huron «bout one hundred miles s.. 
E.. of Cabot's Head. 

On the 13th of August, the flieet anchored off 
the mouth of that river, and the troops were 
quickly disembarked on the peninsula formed be- 
t^vseen the river and lake, for the purpose of fixing 
<a camp. 

On reconnoitprlog the position thus taken, it 

was discovered that the enemy's schooner Nancy. 

^as drawn up ^n the river a few hundred yards 

' ^bove, ^oder .confer of a block-rhou&e, erected on 

a commanding . situation on the opposite shore. 

On the following morning, a fire for a few min- 
tUtes was ^ept up by the shipping upon the block- 
^ofuiej bnt w.Hh litt(le effectT-r-Al, twelve o'clock, 
two howitzers being placed within ^ few hundred 
yards, comn^enced a fire, wl^ch Jasted • but ja ^ew 
-minutes, wb^n the bloc|£-bo\ise .blew up ; at thp ^ 
sacoe time, fire was communicated to the Nancy, 
j(by the bursting of oi\e <>four shells,) which ^as 
30 -quickly eovdoped in fli^mes as to reqder any 
ai^emi^ts wji^h might have been mftde to sftvte 
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her unavailing, giving the enemy barely time to 
make his escape, before an explosion took place. 

The loss oi the Nanc^ was severely felt by the 

enemy ; her cargo consisting (at the time of her 

being on fire) of several hundred barrels of pro- 

. visions, intended as a six months' supply for the 

garrison at Mackinac. 

Colonel Croghan afterwards returned to De- 
troit. 

Colonel Croghan continued in active service 
during the remainder of the war, and some time 
after the reduction of the army he 9;esigned his 
commission. lo May, 1817, he was married to a 
daughter of John R. Livingston, Esq. at New- 
York, in which city he has since resided. 



COMMODORE 

THOMAS MACDONOUGH 

Is a native^ of the state of Delaware. Of 
early years nothing has been said. At the siege 
of Tripoli, he held a Midshipman's warrant, and 
served under Commodore Decatur, whose favour- 
able report to Commodore Preble, of his good 
conduct as one of the heroic volunteers by whom 
the frigate Philadelphia and Turkish gun-boats 
were destroyed^, induced^ that officer to promote 
him. From that period to his appearance on 
Lake Champlain, nothing in th^ life of Macdo^ 
nough is known. 

It had become an object of solicitude with the 
belligerent parties on the Northern frontier, . to 
obtain the superiority on the lakes. Indeed, the 
success of the land operations was considered lo 
be entirely dependent on that of the marine.— 
Commodore ^trry had already established our 
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^^oinifiion on Lake Erie : and that of Lake Onta- 
rio, had been successfully disputed by Commodore 
Chauncey, with Sir James Teo. The states of 
Vermont and New- York were threatened from 
Lake Champlain. To counteract hostile attempts 
from this quarter, the command of the American 
squadron on this lake, was intrusted to Commo- 
dore Macdonougb ; while the defence of Platts- 
bargb, depended upon the exertians of General 
Macomb and his gallant little army : in Septem- 
ber, 1814, an attack was anticipated upon these 
youthful commanders. Accordingly, on the 11th 
of that month, the expected event took place. 

For several days, the enemy had been on his 
way to Plattsburgh, by land and water, and it was 
well understood, that an attack would be made at 
the same time, by his land and naval forces.— - 
Commodore Macaonough determined to await at 
anchor, the approach of the latter. 

At eight o'clock in the morning, the look-out 
boat announced the apprpach of the enemy. At 
nine, he anchored in a line ahead, at about three 
hundred yards distance from the American line : 
his flag-ship, the Confiance, under Commodore 
Downie, was opposed to Commodore Macdo- 
nough's ship, the Saratoga ; the brig Linnet, was 
opposed to the Eiagle, Captain Robert Henley ; 
the enemy's gallies, thirteen in number, to the 
sehooner, sloop, and a division of gillies, one of 
his sloops assisting his ship and brig; the others 
assisting his gallies : the remaining American gal'» 
lies being with the Saratoga and Eagle. 

In this situation, the whole force on both sides 
became engaged ; the Saratoga suffering much 
from the heavy fire of the Confiance, though the 
fire of the former was very destructive to her 
antagonist. The Ticonderoga, Lieuienant-com- 
Cassin^ gallantly sustained her full sfaaii? 
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of the action. At balf past ten o'clock, the Eagl^ 
not being able to bring her gaos to bear^ cut her 
cable and anchored in a more eligible position, 
between the Saratoga and the Ticonderoga, where 
she very much annoyed the enemy, but uaforto- 
nately left her Commodore exposed to a galling 
fire from the envy's brig. The guns of the Sa<^ 
ratoga on the starboard side, being nearly all 
dismounted or not manageable, a stern anchor 
was let go, the bower cable cut, and the ship 
winded with a fresh broadside on the Confiance, 
which soon after surrendered. The broadside of 
the Saratoga was then sprung to bear <>n the brig, 
which surrendered in about fifteen minutes after. 

The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, had 
struck some time before, and drifted down the 
line ; the sloop which was with the enemy's gallies, 
having struck also. Three of them were suak| 
and the others pulled off. WhUe Macdonojugh's 
galliejn were in the act of obeying the signal to 
follow them, all the yessfls were reported to hiia 
to be in a sinking state ; it then became necessaiy 
to countermand the signal to the gaUies, apd or* 
der their men to the pumps. 

At this time there was not a m.ast standing in 
either squadron, in a condition to bold i^ a s^l ; 
the lower rig^ng being nearly all shot away hwg 
down along the masts. 

The action lasted without intermission tw.^ 
hours and twenty minutes. The C<H)fian<ce ha4 
xme hundred and five round «hQt in her hull. Her 
shot passing principally ovef tbe heads of feer ax^ 
iagonists, the hull ^of the Siiratoga received t>ut 
£fty-five shot, and there were not at the close ^o^ 
4he action, twenty whole hammocks Jp tMe oe|i- 
4ij^s. The Confiance had one hundred and oii^e-^ 
tv men killed ; and one of the ^captured 4s]oop% 
we Ch^b, had but five m^ .«liye. "SCbe .. 
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Commodore, Downie, was killed at the first broad- 
side. CoiDmodore MacdoDough was three times 
knocked down, by the splinters and falling spars 
and blocks, but escaped with trifling injury. The 
Saratoga was twice set on fire by hot shot (torn 
tbe enemy's ship. 

The following is a statement of the killed and 
wounded on board the American squadron, and 
of the force engaged, on each side; taken from' 
Commodore Macdonougb's letter to the Secretdl-y 
of the navy, dated, " United States' ship Sarato- 
ga, at anchor ofi* Plattsburgh, Septf'rober 1 3th, 
1B14," accompanying the flags taken from the 
enemy. 

American Force. 

Saratoga, eight long 24 pounders :— ^x 42 
pound carronades ; — twelve 32 pound do^-*-to* 
tal 26. 

' £agle, twelve 32 pound carronades, and eight 
lon^ 18 pounders : — total 20. 

Ticonderoga, eight long 12 pounders ; — four 
long 18 do } — five 32 pound carronades :-^totaI 
17. 

Preble, seven long 9 pounders :— total 7. 

Ten gallies, viz !*— Alien, Burrows, Borer, Net'* 
tie, Viper, and Centipede^ one long 24 pounder, 
and one 18 pounder, Columbiao, each ; — and 
Ludlow, Wilmer, Aylwin, and Ballard, of one 
lon^ 12 pounder each.-— Grand total 86 guns. 

RECAPITULATION. — 14 long 24 pouuders, 

6 42 pound carronades, 
29 32 pound do. 

12 long 18 pounders, 
12 12 do. 

7 9 do. 

6 18 pound columbiads. 
Total 86 guns. 
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Enemy*s Force. 
Frigate Confiance, twenty-seven long 24 poun- 
ders ; — ^four 32 pound carronades ; — six 24 pound 
do. and two long 18 pounders, on burth deck :— 

total ^. 

Brig Linnet, sixteen long 12 pounders :— to- 
tal 16. 

Sloop Chub> ten 18 pound carronades f- 
low six pounder : total 11. 

filoop Finch, six 18 pound carronades;- 
18 pound Cohioibiad, and four long 9 poanders : 

~totallL 

Thirteen gallies, vi* r—Slr James Teo, one 
long 24 pounder, and one 32 pound carronade >- 
total 2. 

Sir George Prevost, onje long 24 pounder, zaaa 
one 32 pound carronade : — total 2. 

Sir Sy. Beckwith, one long 24 pounder, and ow^ 
33 pound carr onade :• — ^total 2. 

ISroke, one long 18 pounder, and one 32 pouiiA 
carronade : — ^total 2. 

Murray, one long 18 pounder, and one 1ft 
pound carronade : — total 2. 

Wellington, one long 18 pcTunder :r— total 1. 

Tecumseh, one long 18 do. — total 1. 

Name unknown, one long 18 do.-<— total I. 

Drummond, one 32 pound carronade : — ^to- 
tal 1. 

Simcoe, one 32 do% do. — total 1. 

Name unknown, one 32 do. do.-— total i. 
Do. do. one 32 do. do. — total 1. 
Do. do. one 32 do. do. — ^total 1. - 

Totsd, guns 95. 
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RECAriTUtatTiON.—- thirty long 24 pounders 



seven 


18 do. 


sixteen 


12 do. 


five 


6 do. 


thirteen 


32 pound carron. 


six 


24 do. do. 


seventeen 


18 do. do. 


one 


18 do. Celumb. 



Total, 95 guns. 
. Ad attack made by the British army, under 
the Governor-^general of the Canadas, Sir George 
PrevQSt, upon General Macomb, commanding at 
Pkttsburgh, owed its defeat to the bravery of 
Commodore Macdonough on the lake, and the un- 
daunted valour of Macomb commanding ashore. 

Sir George having collected all the disposable 
force in Lower Canada, with a view of conquer- 
ing the country as far as Crown Point and Ti- 
conderoga, entered the territories of the United 
States, on the first of September, with fourteen 
thousand men, and occupied the village of Cham- 
plain. As were before intimated, the co-opera- 
tion of the naval force constituted an essential 
part of the arrangement. The consequence was, 
that instantly upon the discomfiture of the fleet, 
the army retirea with great precipitation, having 
lost two thousand five hundred men, in killed, 
wounded and missing. 

Thus, by the valour and conduct of two young 
coninrianders, joined to the exertion of the forces * 
onder their command, the enemy was expelled 
from JuBke Champlain and its vicinity ; his cher- 
ished enterprise miscarried, and the prospect of 
future success wa« rendered more distant and 
hopeless than ever. 

This victory was announced to the department 
of war, by Commodore Macdonough, on the day 
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it was obtained, in the following brief and modest 
communication : " The AliAighty has been pleas- 
ed to grant us a signal victory on Lake Cham- 
plain, in the capture of one frigate, one brig, and 
two sloops of war of the enemy." 

At the time of this brilliant achievement, Mac- 
donough was in the twenty-eighth year of his age. 

From this scene, at the return of peace, he was 
transferred to the Atlantic. 

The government of the United States deemed 
it necessary to maintain a respectable naval force 
in the Mediterranean, for the security of the Amer- 
ican commerce ; as well as to intimidate the Bar- 
bary powers from any hostile movement which 
might have been intended against the Americsui 
shipping. With this view, Commodore Stewart 
was sent out in command of a squadron, one of 
which was the Guerriere, under the command of 
Macdonough. This service presented no oppor; 
tunlty of collecting laurels. Commodore Macdo- 
nough, having served the allotted time in theMeS- 
iterranean, returned to the United States ; anil 
is at present attached to the new line of battte 
ship, the Ohio, of 74 guns, lately launched from 
the navy-yard, near New- York. 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL 

WILMAM CARROLL 

Was born near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
about the year 1789, and was educated and 
brought up to mercantile pursuits. Of his early 
years, nothing is known which gives pre-eminence. 
He removed to the state of Tennessee, in theyatf 
1810, and settled at Nashville, his present plaoe 
of residence. When the political horizon wuS 
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thickening and. portended a tempest, he became a 
member and was elected Captain of the '^ JVash" 
, ville Uniform V^oltmieerB^^^ which company ten- 
dered their services to the government of the * 
United States, a -short time prior to the hostile 
attitude assumed'by their country, in June, 1812^ 
to retaliate for the utyust and infamous aggres- 
sions of Great Britain, on the rights of the' United 
States as a free and. independent nation. This 
tender was promptly accepted by the Nationdi 
Executive ; and from this period, f (le military ca* 
reer of Carroll is dated. Suffice it to say, that. 
the officers and men of that corps emulated each 
other in bringing their discipline to the highest 
state of perfection in their power. Captain Car- 
roll, in particular, devoted much of his time to im- 
prove his knowledge of the military art. 

Shortly after the govejpnment of the -United 
States had made known to the world their deter- 
mination to resist the aggressions of Great Bri-. 
tain on their National Independence, by an appeal 
to arms, a body of volunteers from Tennessee, 
commanded by General Andrew Jackson, was 
ordered by the general government, to descend the 
Mississippi for the defence of the lower country, 
where invasion was at that time apprehended. 
On this occasion, C^iptain Carroll was appointed 
Brigade-inspector of the whole command, by the 
Jhero of New-OrleaHs. During this expedition, 
officers and men, by their perseverance, patience, 
and correct discipline, drew from the late General 
Covington, at their discharge from Natches, his 
marked approbation. 

^ The hostile demeanour of the Creek Indians 
impelled the government of the United States t# 
direct an irruption of military force into the 
^reek countries, in the autumn of 1813. General 
Andrew Jackson, ^ith bis Tennessee Volunteer*, 
voii. II. 18 
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Was ordered again to take the field. At iiA$ tiai^ 
Carroll who bad been advaoced to a Majority m 
the militia of Tennessee, was at Pittsburgh on 
"business. The moment be was made acquainted 
with this news, he started for General ^cksoa's 
head-quarters, considering himself attached to the 
forces then on the hostile expedition. He reached 
head-quarters just as the army was- entowg the 
Indian territory, and ISeneral Jackson announced 
him the next morning, in a general order, as la- 
8pector*general of that army^ ordering that he 
•hould be obeyed accordingly. 

A short time only elapsed before the Tennes* 
seans had an opportuaiitf to test their prowess in 
battle. In the jfirst general engagetn^at whiA 
Ckneral Jackson brought on vriih the IadiaB% 
Colonel CarroH solicited and. obtained the com* 
mand of the yaii,-two hundred strong, and was 
ordered to atuek the enemy, feign a retreat, and 
thus draw them into open actiom His van foand 
them sheltered by a morass. They w«^ attadted 
and driven from tiieir strong position. As was 
wished for, this attack drew on a general ae&B, 
and the Indians were totalfy routed, with the loB 
of three hundred killed. To CarroU, the postof 
honour was that of danger; He rode in front of 
his troops, in the hottest of the action, ui^giilg 
them on to victory or death. He was fir^quendy 
(Solicited to retire to a greater place of securi^, 
for the sake of the troops whom be commaaded, 
and he as frequently refused. His signal serviotf 
were particularly recognized by General JacksoBi 
in his official report. 

Having effected its objects, this force was do- 
bandj^, and a less numerous one, consbtiag af 
mounted gun-men, and a single company of artit 
lery penetrated into the heart of the eaeiaj^ 
country. This incursion drew on several 
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miguiaary conAiets, wherein Colonel Carroll 
pattock of the greatest daggers aod evinced his 
dauntless cojirage and roiiitavy skill. 

The 22nd A>{ January, 1814, was a day which 
formed a conspicuotts aera in hi& military carees* 
At dawn of day, General Jackson's forces were 
assailed by the savage foe, who fought with desr 
<{M»*ation and. supported the attack tor near an 
Aour. The onset was made against the right wing 
^ the Americans, a post to which Carroll hasleQ- 
ed, fmdfoQght until the enemy were eompelled to 
Ay, when he beaded the pursuit. 

Jackson's forces were honoured on that day 
with txm attacks from the savages. The smallnesB 
joi hiB numbers, scarcity of provisions, and the 
siecessary details to wait on his wounded, detec- 
mined iiim to fall baek on his strong hold, al Foit 
Sirother, upon the Coosee, to await the arrival of 
a large reinfoBcement which waa hastening to his 
i«ip{iort. Apprehensive of attack in his reUt)- 
^gvade movement, he having made every necessargr 
.^disposition, committed the command of the rear, 
%^hiich was most exposed to the enemy, to Colo&el 
CarrolL The army liad scarcely tal!en up its line 
^f march, on the morning of the 24th, and dear- 
«ed the Certifications, .when the rear of the r^bt 
':and }«ft columns, and rear guard were simultane- 
ously attacked by the savages, most furiously* 
A panic spread throughout his command, and 
Carroll was left with about 30 men to sustain the 
'Coniict. These few exhibited Spartan prowess, 
tmiil the loss of half their numbers induced their 
brave commander to fall back on a corps of ar- 
tillery which bravely stood its ground with mus- 
ketry». The arrival of a six-pounder, charged 
ivith grape-shot, soon compelled the savages to 
fly for shelter to the adjacent hills. A reinforce* 
nent from the advance of the retreating army, 
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enabled Colonel Carrott to pursue the fiidians a 
considerable distance. In this conflict, the toss 
of the savages was very considerable. 

Tehupeau on the river Talapoosee, next witness- 
ed his deeds of bravery. Here in a position im- 
fiervious both by nature and art to artillery, the 
ndians posted then^seives. Jackson infitastly de- 
termined to storm their intrencbmenl». The Ame- 
ricans rushed forward under a heavy fire and ear- 
ried the breastwork ; this was succeeded by aa 
-immediate discomfiture of the Indians, who lost, 
Mcording to General Jackson's calculation, 800 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners. A small party 
•of the fleeing foe, sheltered by some brushwood, 
impenetrable to musketry, continued to keep vf 
a galling fire. Colonel CarreU requested and ob* 
tained the command of a small detachment vidi 
which he instantly charged the Indians with fixed 
bayonets, and routed them. In this rencounter, 
lie received a flesh wound, but did not leave tbe 
field of contest. The humbled savages sued iiv 
peace : the result was an honourable treaty. 

In the following October, General JacksMi re- 
eved the appomtment of Major-general in tke 
regular army of the United States, which vacated 
the command of the second .division of Tennessee 
militia. The field officers of that division elected 
Colonel Carroll their Major-general to supply 
the vacancy. A few days after, he received or- 
ders from the Governor of Tennessee to repair 
.wkh 3000 men of his division to New-Orleans, to 
assist in the defence of that important post^ wkieli 
was menaced by the British. 

Geperal Carroll rendezvoused his -troops at 
Nashville, on the 14th of November, I8i4i, after 
which, they were organized, equipned, and ar- 
rived at New-Orleans, 4heir point <tf desUn^tioo, 
in 22 days-^a distance of 1300 railei. The eoe- 
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I ' iBybad^debarked— Coffee had engaged their ad- 
^ vaaced posts, and General Jackson was busily 
engaged in fortifying himself in a most advan* 
tageoos position, a few miles below New-^Orleans, 
at Carrol's . arrival. This auxiliary force was 
. greeted with a most hearty w«elcome. Jacksoa 
had his front supported by a ditch and breast- 
work ; his right by the riyer Mississippi, and his 
I^ft by a deep swamp. The enemy in full view at 
about a mile distance, had thrown up ample de- 
fences. In the intervening plain,, some sanguina- 
ry conflicts took place before the final discomfi- 
ture of the Britbh. 

' On the 28th of December, the British advanced 
some columns with a show of storming the Ameri- 
can lines. These were met by General Carroll 
vntb his command, who compelled them to re- 
-fire within their works. In this afiair, the losi of 
the British was very considerable, while that of 
'CarrolPs was 12 killed and 20 wounded. On the 
1st and 6th of January, 1815, the British ma<te 
similar attempts on. the American lines, with like 
jilauccess. On the morning of the 8th, General 
rPackenham determined to put his strength at 
final issue. A Lieutenant-general in rank, the 
brother-in*law of the famous Wellington, with 
treteran troops inured to service on the Hesperian 
peninsula, Packenhani was sure of success. In 
*j&ct so certain was the British government of the 
issue of this expecfition, that in its e^ipment, it 
vras accompanied by the- entire inteooed civil de- 

Eartmeot of the expected conquered province ; 
ut, alas ! the frailty of all humi^n calculations — 
the fates bad otherwise decreed; and instead 
Iff spreading desolation and distress with his well 
arained myrmidons, graced with the garlands o£ 
rictortoos infamy, the plumed warrior was des- 
ined to bite the du^t. The evening preceding 

18* 
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the attack, PaekeDbam, by a deserter, foetog made 
acquainted with Carroll's position io.the centre 
of the American line of defences, and advised of 
the certainty of their giving way at the first at* 
lack, determined to make them sustain the heaviest 
of the battle. With his best and heaviest column, 
next morning, he advanced against Carroll's divi* 
sion. Within seventy-five yards of the American 
lines, he boldly displayed his columns, amidst a 
very heavy and incessant fire of artillery firom 
the American batteries. The enemy advanced 
with slow and regular step to the attack. Car*> 
roll had given positive orders to his troops to re* 
serve their fire until the near approach of the 
enemy rendered the work of death certain and 
inevitable. The enemy reached the ditch — Car* 
roll gave the word " fire," the enemy, strewiog 
the ground with the dead and dying, the living 
^ed in confusion. Thrice, their officers rallied 
and led to the charge with like success. Althougk 
the attack was general, the treachery of a descc* 
ter, led the brunt of the attack against the Ten- 
nesseans. A retreat took place — ^the proud con- 
querors of Talavera fled before the raw yeoman- 
ry of the American forests and their brethren in 
arms. The Americans lost about 6 killed and 12 
wounded, while the loss of the British in killed^ 
wounded, .and prisoners, was 2500^ a paraUd 
scarcely to be found in^ any period of history. 
Among the killed, was the British. Commander-in- 
chief, Sir Edwai-d Packenham,^ and Ma}or-geft- 
«ral Gibbs : Major-general Eeane was- severely 
wounded, and a number of field and platoon cf- 
ficers ; and only 400 privates out of the 2SW, 
were made prisoners. 

General . Morgan in this action, having b^es 
driven- from his position by the enemy^ on d^ 

>e&t boAk.of. the Mississippi, General Jaoksoib 
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who commanded personally in chief on the whole 
American lines, directed Ueneral Carrol to pass- 
the river, take command of Morgan's detachment 
and dislodge the enemy from their recent con- 
quest* In obedience to orders, he passed the 
river and took command — He harangued the late- 
ly discomfited troops who greeted bim with ap* 
plause, while he promised to lead them to death 
or victory. As they advanced to the attack in 
regular order, the enemy retreated precipitately 
Irom their new position— he replaced them at 
their former posts, repassed the river and resumr 
ed the command of his own division. 

The British having been totally defeated be? 
lore New-Orleans, with unparalleled disparity of 
loss, retreated to their shipping, and relinquished 
any farther thoughts of subjugating that section 
4»f the United States. Peace was soon after pro- 
claimed — General Carroll, according to orders, 
loiarched his men home and discharged them.— 
On this march, be measured bis way home with his 
troops on foot, sharing equal fatigue with the 
.lowest of bis soldiers* To his troops be was kind 
and affectionate, bestowing particular care on the 
sick^ and attentive to the health and welfare of 
the whole. On his arrival at home, he was greet- 
.ed with unbounded applause by bis fellow citi- 
zens. In the short space of his military careec, 
no one marched to the goal of renown with more 
.rapid strides than himself; and no man in hb 
sphere appeared more deserving. Of a form ath- 
letic, sanguine, and zealous in his disposition and 
undertaking, he seems capable of surmounting 
4fae greatest fatigue and hardships. Beloved by 
his troops, they parted from him with regrety 
,aod the calumet of peace now suffers each to re- 
.pose under his own vine and fig-tree, to enjoy do- 

.jB^stic repose 4inder. the banners of fceedomc 
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MAJOR-OENSBil^ 

-■V 

JACOB BROWN. 

Thc ancestors of Geoeral Brovm emigfated 
from England with William Penn, in the first set- 
tlement of the colony of Pennsylvania, and for 
successire generations, have been respectable 
members of the society of Friends, improperly 
called Quakers. The General was born in Buck's 
county, Pennsylvania, a few miles below Trentofi 
in New-Jersey. He received a plain country 
education, taught a country school in bis early 
3'ears, according to report 5 'and acquired a know- 
ledge of surveying, the practice of which art led 
him to. emigrate, at the age of 23, to the state of 
Tfew-Tork, where he became acquainted with aa 
agent who had the direction of a large landed 
concern in the vicinity of the waters ofJ!jake On- 
tario. With this man he contracted for a tract of 
several thousand acres of land not far from Sacfc- 
ett's Harbour, and began its settlement in 1799^ 
Here he resided in the laudable pursuits of agri- 
cultural improvement, beloved and respected. la 
1808,^ he was elected a member of the New-York 
Agricultural and Philosophical Society. His ac« 
^eptance in 1800, of a Colonelcy (the first milita-^ 
tj office he ever held) in the New-York militia, 
proclaimed him no longer a member of that re- 
ligious fraternity to which his family had been for 
ages attached. In consequence of the rage ai 

?arty spirit, the appointments made by the New- 
ork Council of Appointment, particularly is 
times of peace, are governed often more by the 
consideration of political influence of the persoft 
to be commissioned, than by his capacity to dis* 
charge the duties ap^ed to Oe statH^o tbey d^ 
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sign him to fill. Considerations of this nature; 
no doubt, induced Colonel Brown's promotion to 
the rank of Brigadier-general, in 181 1, as be was 
not led to this important station by gradation' or 
singular military services. Practices of this kind, 
^hile they reflect no dishonour on persons thus 
appointed, deserve the highest censure, because 
while the elevation is not derived from conspicu- 
ous talents, it tramples on the rights of seniority 
ia cQmmission. 

It is thus accounted for, that, at the commence- 
ment of hostilities on the part of the United States 
•against Great Britain, an important frontier of 
the state of New- York was found under the mili- 
tary command of General Jacob Brown. Of the 
lirst detachment of New-Tork militia, called into 
actual service- of the United States, one brigade 
was committed to his charge. That the subse- 
• ^uent developement of General Brown's military 
character cannot be ascribed to the wisdom and 
foresight of that body to whom he owed his com^ 
mission, the preceding observations will amply 
warrant; hence it is but fair to infer, that his 
subsiequent military career is ascribable chiefly to 
tis prowess and talents, perhaps not unaided with 
Executive favour. 

The General's first command embraced the 
whole line of frontier from Oswego to St. Regis^ 
a distance of more than three hundred miles.— ^ 
Within this line was included the important post 
of Sackett's Harbour, the security of which, be* 
kig essential to the success of ulterior operations, 
cooiitituted the first object of his attention. Hav- 
ing fortified this in the best manner his time and 
scanty means would allow, he reconnoitered in 
person the shores of the St. Lawrence, and, pro- 
vided as far as practicable, for the defence of the 
country. Uis transportatioDi a sborttime aftei^ 
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war^JSy of a party of four hundred men from 
ett's iHarbour to Ogdensbur^b, manifested firio- 
ness €f{ purpose and intrepidity of spirit. The 
roads were impassible for baggage and artillery^ 
and the enemy was in undisputed possession of 
the lake and river. On the subject of a passage 
by water, there existed but one opinion ; an ^« 
tempi at it was considered as fraught with det* 
traction. The General, however, having beea 
ordered to proceed, was bent on obedience. H^ 
accordingly, embarked with his troops in the best 
flotilla he could provide for the purpose, and, de» 
termined to fight his way through whatever might 
oppose him> arrived in safety at his place of des-^ 
tination. 

While stationed at Ogdensburgh, he so galM 
ted harrassed the enemy, in tbeir navigation of thf 
St. Lawrence, that, impatient of further afmoji^ 
ance, they fitted out a tormidable expedition for 
his capture or destruction* The number of mei 
they despatched on this enterprise was.upw^idf 
of 800, commanded by some of their best officer^ 
and provided with every thing deemed necessary 
to ensure success. The American force oppose4 
to them was le^ than 400. Notwithstanding tfaif 
Tast numerical difierence. General Brown foi«ee4 
the enetfby to retreat precipitately, with consider- 
able loss in boats and men, not one of his party 
having received even a wound. No further atr 
tempts were, made to dislodge him durii^ the con- 
tinuance at that post« 

His term of service having soon- afterwards es» 
pired, the General returned to his fasiilj at 
Brownville, and resumed bis agricultural pursmta. 
In the spring of 1813, General Brown again to<d[ 
the field, and once more was intrusted with the 
defence ofSackett's Harbour, then menaced by a 
serious attack from the enemy. 
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All Ae regular troops, except about four hub* 
^ed, who, from their recent arrival on the spot, 
irere but little better than fresh recruits, had been 
removed from the harbour to co-operate in the 
meditated deduction of Fort George. The fiirni- 
lore of the cannon having been carried off to 
complete the outfit for the same service, the bat- 
teries were nearly in a dismantled state. Nor 
could any efficient aid be derived from the co- 
operation of the fleet, in as much as, that, with 
ine exception of two small schooners, all was em- 
ployed in the expedition up the lake. In fact, 
considering its exposed situation, and the vital 
importance of the post, Sackett's Harbour had 
l>een, to the astonishment of all military men, 
left in a most unprotected and perilous conlGtiom 
To aid ill its defence, General Brown embodied, 
vAth all practicable promptitude, a few hundred • 
militia from the adjacent district, who had scarce^ 
]y arrived when the enemy made his appearance. 
dL*he General's situation was critical in itself, and 
!to the heart of a soldier trying in the extreme. 
Itvinss his duty to meet the fire, perhaps the bay- 
onets of veterans, with a handful of raw, undis- 
ibiplined troops, many of them but a few days * 
from the bosom of their families, their domestic 
ifieelings still awake — and their habits of civil life 
perfectly unbroken^ none of whom having ever 
before faced an enemy in the field. But his own 
activity, valour and skill, aided by the determin- 
ed bravery of Lieutenant-colonel Backus, of the 
regular army, supplied aH deficieneies. Arrange- 
naents were made to receive the enemy with a 
prarm and galling fire at his place of landing, 
md to contest the ground with him in his ad- 
rance towards the fort. 

The regiment of United States' troops were - 
liationed Tu the rear, while General Brown, at 
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the head of his new levies, occupied in persoti Ue 
first post of danger. On the second fire the inili' 
tia broke and fled in disorder, but were rallied 
. again by the exertions of their commander.-' 
Daring the remainder of the conflict, which was . 
warm, and continued some time with varjing suc- 
cess, the presence of the General was every where 
felt ; applauding the brave, encouraging the timid, 
and rallying the flying, till his efforts were ulti- 
mately crowned with victory. In' consequence of 
the firm front presented by the regulars, and the 
judicious disposition of a body of militia threaten- 
ing his rear, the enemy without accomplishing his 
object, was compelled to relinquish the contest, 
and retreat in great haste, and in some disorderi 
to his place of embarkation. 
. General Brown, returning once more to private 
life, was offered the command of a regiment in the 
regular array. This offer, he unhesitatingly de- 
clined. The acceptance of it would have placed 
him below officers whom he might then command^ 
and, as the regiment was yet to be raised, a con^ 
siderable time must have elapsed before he couM 
possibly have taken the field. In plain terms, he 
felt himself entitled to a higher rank. Nor wal 
it long till the government appointed him a Bri|^j 
adier-geiieral in the army of the United States. J^" 

The first service in which General, Brown waf 
engaged under his new appointment; was the sil- 
perin tendance and direction of the arrangements 
for transporting from Sackett's Harbour, dowB 
liie St. Lawrence, the army commanded by Gen* 
eral Wilkinson, in the autumn of the year 1813, a 
the abortive expedition for the reduction of M^- 
treal. For the completion of these arrangements 
from the time of their commencment, only three 
weeks were allowed. 

In the expedition down the St.. Lawrence, and 
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^riog the course of the winter that succeeded, the 
ihties and serrices in which General Brown was 
engaged were of the ^itmost importance to the 
t)perations and well-being of the army, and in all 
of them he acquitted himself with distingmshed^ 
J^iitatioii. 

ID the winter of 1813 — 14, the enemy having 

gained possession of Fort Niagara-, and being in 

considerable force on the opposite shore, a deter- 

nrination was formed to remove once more the 

«eat of war to that frontier. Perceiving that the 

conflict would be arduous and sanguinary, and 

that the master spirits of tUe army alone could 

encounter it, with any reasonable prospect of sue* 

cess, the Executive app<Mnted General Brown to 

lead the expedition.* 



^ General Armstrong was Secretary of War— pes- 
^ssed of the science and the spirit of the' modern art 
of war, his mind Was occupied more in the applica« 
fionof the enlarged plan of a s)r stem where large 
armies move than on the particular modes adapted to 
small armies and regions so extensive and unsettled s . 
He possessed the ambition of great enterprise, butips< 
p)ind appeared to confound the most opposite circum4 . 
stances, and to suppose that the same principleflL|- 
fould apply to every place and every kind of ctar* -^ 
ictcr ; the want of judgment which maybe tracer^ 
^6rha|$s to an undervaluation of men in general, was 
b(>st conspicuous in his unfortunate cl\pice of men 
tofit to ejcecute his designs, or his rejection of those 
Hio are most fit, or his desire to execute every thing f 

.The greatest disasters arose out of these unfortu* 
te circumstances. 'He had meditated a bold and " ^ 
lortant design — ^it was to attack Kingston, in Can- ' .« 
; bat his mode of gperation was circuitous— his ^ 

Clans disproportioiiat«»*^e was wlioUy unprovided 
trojj, II. 19 
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The -preceding campaign being darkened bjr 
disasters, General Brown and his officers were 
fully sensible of the deep stake which both them* 
selves and their country held on the issue of the 

present. 

The movements of the army were conducted 
with celerity, silence, and vigour. General Brown 
had advanced on his march almost to Buffalo, 
before it was generally known 4hat he had left his 
encampment at Sackett's Harbour. 

The first achievement of General Brown, on 
entering the enemy's territory, was the reduction 
of Fort Erie, the garrison of which surrendered 
with but little resistance. He then declared mar- 
tial law, and made known his views in a procla- 
mation. 



with means of subsistence to support a successful 
enterprise— and unfortunate in the choice of a chief 
to«conduct it. Perhaps history offers no example of 
a series of blunders so prepostecous and ludicrous, 
and yet so unfortunate as to their issue and the blood- 
shed which followed without any other effect. 

With a view to the attack on Kingston, he deter- 
]||iined that the officer who was to command sho 
not be himself apprised of the service until at 
moment when he was ordered to execute it. For t 
purpose, he issued an orde? to Brigadier-general 
Jacob Brown,. then commandingjic at Sackett's Har- 
bour, for ^ attack pn Kingston #tth the force under 
his commanB,, and, contemporaneously, a large body 
of New- York militia were ordered to join him ; to 
act as a reinforcement and to occupy the positk>Ds 
evacuated by the army carried into Canada. ^ 

Enclosed in this letter officially addressed to the 

General, there Was another ; this letter was in the 

hand-writing of the war-miopister, and in terms order* 

'^ the General with all his f9rce|^ excepting only a 

4mail guard) to move upon Niagara by^ forced mar- i 
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No sooner had the General made the necessary 
arrangements in relation to the occupancy and 
secarity of Fort Erie, than he marched to attack 
the enemy, who- lay intrenched in his leorks at 
Chippewa. 

On the morning of the 4th July, Gen«r^i Scot^ 
i^ith his- brigade, and a corps of artillery, ad- 
vanced. After smne skirmishing with theenemy, 
he selected a judicious position for the night ; his 
right resting on the river, and a ravine in front ; 
at eleven at night. General Brown joined him with 
Ihe reserve under General Ripley, and a corps of 
artillery under Major Hindman — a field and bat- 
ches ; that the voice of the country exclaimed a- 
gainat its possession by the enemy ; and directed it 
to be taken at all hazards. He was advised that when 
he should reach the valley of Onondaga, about mid- 
way between Sackctt's Harbour and Niagara, that be 
T^ould here be joined by Colonel Gaines and a nu- 
jwerous additional foree, and artillery and stores. 

liic General oif perusing the order to go agalnil 
Kingston and the enclosure directing U^mnrch up- 
on Niagara, appears to have overlookeoth^ uae tluit 
was hinted,, rather than ordered to be made use of. 
The inclosuf e was in fact intended to be used aS' a 
deception on the enemy, and General Brown was 
expected to contrive some means by which this 
letter should be intercepted by the enemy ; who 
-would thereby be induced to withdraw their forces 
from Kingston to reinforce Niagara andJPort Greorge ; 
and tlitts prepare the way for the success- of the mas- 
ked design upon Kingston. Instead of obeying the 
oisders which were regularly issued from the War de- 
partment, Genera] Brown not conceiving the drift 
of the letter of General Armstrong, which was to 
have fallen intentionally into die hands of the enemy, 
determined to act upon ity regardless of the •other. 
He consequently marched his troops to attack ]NQa« 
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tering train were also brought o jx ; General Por- 
ter arrived ip the morning, with apart of the 
New- York and Pennsylvania volunteers^ and some 
of the warriors of the Six Nations. 

£arly in the morning of the 5th, the enemy 
attacked the pickets; by noon he showed himself 
on the left of the army, and attacked one of the 
pickets, as it was returning to camp. Captaia 
Trtat, who commanded the picket, retired, leav* 
ing a wounded mao on the ground. Captain Bid- 
die, ^ the artillery, promtly assumed the comr 
mand of this picket, led it back to the wounded 
m^n, and broi^ht him off the field. 

gara and Fort George* When be reached Onondaga 
Hoilow lie found no troops there as the letter had 
promised. He was surprised and knew not what to 
do* Meetiag) however, with Colonel Gaines shortlj 
aft^ by mere accident, he informed Gaines of hrs 
situation and disappointment. General Brown ex- 
hibited his orders and letter to Gaines who \m 
ately perceiving the intentions of Armstrong, in 
ed him that iie ought to have acted upon his orders 
to have contrived to have let the letter fall into the 
hands of the enemy. Upon this a despatch was sent 
on ifiimedjiately to General Armstrong apprising him « 
of the blunder. 

The minister of war, to save t{)e Character of ayZi- 
vourite officer of the Cabinet, directed an immediate 
change of operations instead of whi(t he had intended^ 
and ordered that the pretended attack on Niagara 
and Fort George, instead of serving only as a rtisse^ 
dc'guerre^ should become the basis of military opera- 
tions for that campaign. To this blunder of a Gen* 
eral and the complacencyof a War*minister to screen 
his favourite, is ascribed the Useles devastation and 
carnage which took place on the Niagara fronticri 
during that summer and aututfm ; an event which will 
long be remembered by ^he inhabiMBts of its vicinity* 
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General Brown very iioproperty ordered Cap- 
tain Treat to retire from the army, and ordered 
that his name, and tbat of another officer, should 
be struck from the roll of the artny. 

Captain Treat demanded a Court of Inquiry ; 
k was not granted ; but a Court-Martial was or- 
dered at Fort Erie, The left division of the army 
marched to Sackett's Harbour soon after, ahd the 
Court was dissolved. 

Captain Treat immediately proceeded to Sack* 
ett's Harbour, by permission rrom Major-general 
Izard, and requested another Court-Mat*tial. Ma- 
jor-general Brown, on the 5th of April, 1815, 
after the repeated solicitations of Captain Treat, 
issued an order, organizing, a Court, consisting of 
Colonel M'Feely, President ;. Lieutenant-colonel 
Smith, Major Croker, Major Boyle, Major Mul- 
lany. Major Chane, Captain White, members; 
Captain .Seymour, superniunerary ; Lieutenant 
Anderson, 13th regiment, Judge Advocate. 

The court met, and proceeded on the trial the 
6th April, 1815f at Sackett's Harbour. They 
clcfsed the investigation on the 8th of Mays when 
Captain Treat was honourably acquitted* 

The sentence of the Court was approved by 
Majorrgeneral Brown, and promulgated on the 
28th of June, at Sackett's Harbour. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon General Porter 
advanced with the volunteers and Indians, in or- 
der to induce the enemy to come forth* General 
Porter's command met the light parties o£.th^ 
eneiny in the woods. The enen^ w^as driven> 
and Irorter pursued until near Chippewa, where 
he met their whole* column,^ ia ordf^r of battles 
The heftvy firing induced- a belief that tbe entire 
lbrc%of the enemy was in motion, and prepared 
lar< action. General Scott was ordered to ad* 
leaace with his brigade, and Towson's artillery> 

19* 
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Tlie General advanced in the nost prompt and 
<^cef^like manner, and, in a few minutes, was 
in dose action with a superior force of the ene- 
my. By this time, General Porter's command 
had given way, and fled in disorder, notwith- 
standing the great exertions of the General to 
rally them. This retreat left the left flank- of 
Genera)^ Scott's brigade greatly exposed. Cap- 
tain Harris wa» directed, with his dragoons, to 
stop the fugitives, behind the ravine, fronting the 
American camp. General Ripley, with the 21st 
regiment, which formed part of the reserve, passed 
to the left of the camp, under cover of the wood, 
to relieve General Scott, by falling on the eAemy's 
right flank, but, before the 2ist could come into 
its position, the line commanded by General Scott, 
closed with the enemy. Major Jessup, cominaodf' 
ing the left flank battalion, finding himsejf pressed 
in front and flank, and his pien falling fiut aro^md 
him, ordered bis battalion to ^^ support arnuy and 
advance;*^ the order was promptly obeyed, amidsl. 
the most deadly and destructive *fire. Having 
gained a better position, he poured en the enewf 
a fire so gallit^g, as caused him to retire. The 
enemy's entire line now feU back, and cootioued 
to retreat, until at the sloping ground, <)escead? 
in^ toward Chippewa, when they broke, and fled 
to their works. 

' General Srow», fiadiog the pursuit of the troops 
checked by the batteries pf the enemy, omdered 
up his ormance, in order to force the place, by & 
direct attack, but was induced, by the repoct «f 
Major Woody and Captain Austin, who reconnaav 
teredlhe enemy's works, the lateness of the bomty 
and the advice of his oficevs, to order the forces 
to veflre ^o camp. The American troops, i^ ma 
ooeasion, behaved with move gallantry thao am 
tb^ present* The British regulars suffered iMat 



horn a number of oier^, principally volunteers anci 
militia, inferior to the vanquisbed eneniy, in eve« 
rj thing but Courage ; and tbe gallant orqwQ, a 
nroodsDian, '^ a soldier of yesterday/' put' at de- 
ianpe the qoilita^py tactics of the e:iperienced Ma- 
oj^-gieoeral Riail. 

Oh the 25tb of July, General Brown's army 
fas encamped above Cbippevra, near tbe battle 
;rouiid of tbe 5tb. The brigade under General 
Icott oioved past Chippeiya, and hait^d at Bridge? 
"ater, in view of Niagara falls. At half past 4, p. 
. the battle was commenced by the enemy. The 
iieiny, being nomericaily superior to the Amer- 
ans, he was able to extend bis line so as tp atr 
impt to flank. In prder to counteract tbe appa- 
(ot view of General Kiali, he ws^ fought in dtr 
ehnMnts-^ke mas charged in column. ' The grpiipd 
IS obstinately iGontested until o'clpck in th« 
ening, when Gea«rai Brown decided to iftorm |b^ 
ttery, which the enemy had on a conamanding 
liiieoce. Colonel Miller commanded on this 
terprise, which* was so resolutely entered on» 
tt the enemy, unabl^ to withstand the charge, 
ired to tbe bottom of tbe bill, and abs^ndoned 

cannon. The enemy now gave way, and was 
rsiied some distfiace. The Ainericao army then 
ook iu«lf to the securing of prisoners, and 
Dtting off the wounded. 

Voile the mrmy was thus employed, lleneral 
lauapnd arrived wiih a reinforcement to tbi^ 
my, w^en hf , unezpecled^ to tbe Amf ricaofi 
^wed tikB iiattle, with a view to reicover jhiis ^anr 
The ^rmy, basripg qpickly formed, f^st^ 

attack aritb courage ; and, after a dose en- 
Bm^f^y the enemy was repulsed, as he was io 
otii^r mnilac attempts. 1nbeAmeri«2ao army 
ng jefiectgd the removal of n^^rly all tbe 
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wounded, retired from the ground a little brfore 
snidoight, and returned to camp. 

On the morning after the battle, the Americans, 
iinder Generals Ripley and Porter, reconnoitered 
the enemy, who did not show any disposition to 
renew the contest, and then burned the enemy's 
barracks and a bridge at Chippewa, after whicb, 
they returned to Foi"t Erie. 

The enemy was believed to have lost between* 
1200 and 1300 men, including Major-general Ri- 
al], who was wounded, and, with 18 other officers 
and 150 non-commissioned officers and privates 
taken prisoners. The Americans lost — killed,^ 
171 ; wounded, 572; missing, 117— total 860. 

TJie British force engaged, amounted by their 
own confession, to 4500 men, mostly or wholly 
regulars, beside a host of Indians ; the Americans 
force did not exceed 2800 men, consisting in a 
great proportion of the militia of Pennsylvania, 
and New- York. 

Genera) Brown received two wounds, but con« 
tinned to command until the action ended. The 
General was obliged, by the severity of his 
wounds, to retire from the command, which de* 
volved on General Ripley. 

In the space of a few weeks, he was again at 
the head of his army, within the walls of Fort 
Erie. In the interim, the troops in that fom*ess 
bad been- much' harrassed and pressed by the en- 
emy, now become superior in a still higher de- 
gvee by reinforcements^ and exasperated to mad-» 
Bess by their late defeats. An assault of the 
works had been attempt^, but was gallantly re- 
p^elled by the American forces then under tb« 
i^mmand of General Gaines. Not long after- 
wards, that officer received a serious wound from 
the bursting of a. shell, which obfiged him to 
tire, for a time, from service. 
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Menaced in front by a powerful enemy, and 
having a riy(sr of difficult passage in their rear, 
the troops in Fort Erie began to be considered 
j^ a yery perilous situation ; but while General 
prummond was engag^ ip formidable arrange-' 
nients intended for the d<s$truction of the Anier}-* 
can forces, General Brown wa^s still n)ore actively 
^iDployed in devising ineani^ for their #afety and 
glory. 

By the middle oi Sep^mber, the en^oiy had 
jf^furly comnleted a l{ne of batteries to coamaand 
the fort, which, whei^ in fu)l operation, wodI4 
l^ave rendered the pof^ition of the AoHsricani at 
}eaist ii|.Qsafe, if not untenable. On tb« 1 7th of 

gepteflE)ber, the day before the 6^ frem the batte^ 
Hes wfis to epminei^Q, General Brown made fi 
s^rti^, m^ in th^ form of a *^ night altaeii,'' of 
9rhipb a distingHisted BFltish offieer had so bitteri 
Jy comi^lained, b»t In the face of day, drove tb« 
enemy from bis strong bold with the loss of mor€ 
than eight hundred men, spiked his camioa, and 
destroyed his works. 

Shortly after the destruction of his works, 
General Drammond retreated from before Fort 
Erie, and fell back on F<M*t George, leaving the 
American army in security and repose« The 
conflict in that quarter being now apparently at 
an end, General Brown was transferred from the 
Niagara frontier to the command of Sackett's 
Harbour. 

* After the war was ended, and the army redu* 
ced to a peace establishment, General Brown was 
retained in service, and was intrusted with the 
* command of the Northern Military District. . 

In some of the movements of his army on the 
Canada frontier. General Brown has been accu- 
sed of betraying an ignorance of military affairs, 
ill-suited to his station, and an obstinacy of dispo- 
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Eition which only yielded to those whom be cozr- 
ceived to be armed with executive favour and su- 
perior ki|ow]edge. 

The treatment of General Brown to Captain 
'Treat subjected him to a great deal of censure. 
His correspondence with Commodore Chaiinceji 
and his conduct in regard to General Ripley, 
did not contribute much to raise him ki the esteem 
of those gentlemen. In fine, his career has been 
brilliant, chequered wiHi bravery, a litlle faulty 
some vanity, and much-good conduct. That his 
errors were so few, isr matter of applause to him, 
when his rocket elevation to command, without a 
previous knowledge of the ekmentary principks 
of military science, is considered ; and what u 
more astonishing, is^ that an experienced adi«]^ 
sary should outweigh him in the commissioii\«f 
€rf or. The General is certainly an exception^ 
the rule which requires regular military educaito 
to complete the (Commander. Had he lived'irader 
some of the monarchs of Europe, he would vegr 

!>robat»y have to select between a return to his 
arm, and a Lteutenancj' of re^ular^ It beloagi 
to repirf>lics to develope and reward personal m^ 
rit. When the people become party iiii a wwv 
every citizen is esteemed according to his intriD« 
sic value : under absolute governments the peofk 
are emphatically but a $wjnisb multitude. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

m 

This gentleman is of Irish ancestry. His 
grandfather partook of the fatigues and dangers 
of the army of King WiUiam, at the siege of Car- 
rickfergus, an eventfid period lu English and Irish 
history. His youngest son Andrew, with bis wife 
and their two sons emigrated to South CaroHna, 
in the year 1765, and purchased a farm forty-five 
miles from Cam})den,>in the then Waxaw settle- 
ment, where Major-general Andrew Jackson was 
born on the 15th of Blarcfa, 1767. In -early infan-' 
cy he lost his father, in consequence of which bis 
elder brothers received merely a common school 
education, because of the smaH patrimony : the 
youngest, Andrew, was placed at an academy at 
the Waxsaw meeting-house, under the care of a 
Mr. Humphries, where he received the rudiments 
of a liberal education, his mother designing him 
for the ministerial office. The revolution whick 
ended in the emancipation of his country from 
Britiah thraldom having begun, bis studies trere 
interrupted by the ravages of a ruthless enemy^ 
who made an incursion into that quarter of his 
native state. Consequently, with his brother Ro* 
bert, by his mother's permission, he joined the 
American array at fourteen years of age. His el- 
dest brother had previously pursued the same 
course^ and died of heat and fatigue at the battle 
of Stono. 

The superiority of the British, in numbers and 
discipline, caused the Americans to retire into 
North Carolina, from which they returned to 
South Carolina in small parties, aft^ they had 
learned of the crossing the Yadkin by the British, 
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under Cornwallis. Lord Rawdon was tben ia 
possesaoo of Cambden, and bad desolated the 
sorromidmg country. 

In the attack upon the Waxaw settlers after 
tbeir return, a pan||of the British under a Major 
Coffin captured the two young Jacksons by a 
russe-de-guerre. While prisoners, both were 
wounded severely with swords by two BritiA 
officers, for refusing to perform menial services 
required of them. The wound of Andrew was ift 
his left hand, that of his brother on his head, 
which terminated his existence shortly after their 
exchange, which took place a few days before 
the memorable battle of Cambden. Worn down 
with grief and affliction, his motlier esipired short- 
ly after, near Charleston, leaving Andrew an un* 
protected orphan then confined to a bed of sick- 
ness, which had nearly closed his sorrows and his 

woes. 

After bis recovery he did not again join toe 
army, but spent without restraint a part of his pa- 
trimony before reflection bad warned bira of the 
consequences. Findings however, that his exer- 
tions alone wer^ to waft him through the tumul- 
tuous sea of life, be returned to his studies a« 
Aetff JlcquisiUony near Hill's iron works, under a 
Mr. Mc. Culloch. Here he completed bis aca- 
demic course as far as the place in which be lived 
and his limited means would permit. Ha^i% 
relinquished all thoughts of the clerical profession^ 
ia 1784, at the Me of eighteen, be repaired to 
Salisbury, North Uarolina, and studied law under 
Spruce Mc* Kay, Esq. and afterwards under Col- 
onel John Stokes. In the winter of 1786, he 
was licensed to plead at the bar, and remained 
at Salisbury until 1788, when he accompaoied 
Judge Mc. iNairy, to the state of Tennessee. AI* 
though it was his intention to have Fetumed, be 
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ivas SO well pleased with tlie place, that he deter- 
mined to make Nashville his future residence. 
Here the road to preferment was open and plain^ 
and his industry and application to business, soon 
paved the way for his future ^elevation. He was 
several years attorney for the district wherein he 
presided. The frontiers of Tennessee were much 
indebted to his energy and patriotism for defence 
agaiost the remorseless depredations of the sava- 
ges. When that section of the United States, 
was about to be admitted a separate member of 
ihe federative body, in 1796, he was chosen a 
member of the Convention for the formation of 
ihe State Constitution. The same year he was 
elected one of the Representatives in Congre3S 
from Tennessee, and in the following year, the 
Legislature of that state appointed him one of 
tfaeir Senators to the Senate of the United States. 
This situation he resigned in 1799. He succeed* 
ed Major-general Conway in the command of 
t^e militia of that state which formed but one di- 
vision. He retained his commission of Major- 
general of militia, until May, 1814, when he was 
appointed to the same rank in the army of the 
United States. Immediately after he rei^igned bis 
seat in the Senate of the United States, he was 
appointed to a seat on the bench of the Supreme 
Court of the state of Tennessee. This he like- 
wise held but a sliort time, .and retired to an ele- 
gant farm about ten miles from Nashville,- on 
Cumberland river. 

The clouds which hovered over the political 
horizon of America, for some years, at last burst 
Airiously into a tornado, and war was declared 
t)y the American government, against Great Bji- 
lain on the 18th of June, 1812, in order to avenge 
itself of the manifold injuries heaped upon its 
citizens from a spirit of commercial jealousy by 
VOL. II. 20 
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the British crown, during its long, and unjustifia- 
ble contest with France. His military talents un- 
folded themselves in the various occasions tie had 
to inflict chastisement on the tawney sons of the 
forest, for disturbing the repose of the frontier 
settlements. 

Congress having passed two laws in the year 
1812, authorising the President of the United 
States, to accept the services of fifty thousand 
volunteers, General Jackson addressed the mWitii 
of his division on the subject, and twenty-five 
hundred with himself at their bead, tendered their 
services to their country. 

This being accepted in November the same 
year, he was directed to descend the Mississippi 
with this force, for the defence ^>tlie lower coun- 
try which appeared to be menaced. 

The troops accordingly rendezvoused at Nash- 
ville on the 10th of December, ready to proceed 
to the object .of destination. The weather was 
at that time >severe and the ground covered with 
snow. However they b^an to descend the Ohio 
on the 7th of January, and having reached the 
Mississippi, they descended to Natchez, where Ik 
orders directed him to halt and wait for farther 
instructions, fie encamped his troops on a heai- 
thy spot, two miles from Washington, Mississippi 
territory. Here he received an order from the 
War Department, dated January 5tfa, directing 
him to dismiss them in consequence of the cause 
ceasing which called forth their services in that 
quarter, and directing him to deliver over to 
General Wilkinson, the United States' commaad- 
ing officer in that section, all the public proper^ 
in his possession. At this time he had one hun- 
dred and fifty men on his sick list, fifty-^ ef 
whom were confined to their beds. This, with 4e 
low state ii( which many were in, with regard tf 
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tbtfir finances, and the promise he bad made tlieir 
relations to act the father to them, determined him 
not io obey so impoiilic and so unjust an order, 
as that which had emanated from the Secretary 
at War, the author of " the Newburgh Letters," 
so famed as tlie stickler for " soldier's rights,'' of 
which determination he made the War department 
dolj acquainted. 

An attempt was made at this time to enlist men 
from his corps for the regular army, which he to- 
tally prohibited, determining to carry with him 
mh of the United States' property as was neces- 
sary for the return of his forces to theii; original' 
>lace of rendezvous prior to their discbarge. 

His resolve to disobey his instructions from the 
Far Department respecting the discharge of bis 
oen at that distance from their homes, he com* 
dunicated to his field officers whom he had coo- 
oked for the purpose ; and notwithstanding 
deir assent, three of his Colonels, Martin, AU- 
orn and Bradley, with some platoon officerSi 
eiled witb the mantle of night, retired into con- 
lave, the result of whose deliberations was, a re^ 
Hnmendation ios him of an immediate discharge 
This troops in compliance with his orders. This 
iplicity of conduct he treated with the indigna* 
ctn be conceived it merited. 
When once taken, his resolution was as unal- 
rable as the laws of the Medes and Persians. 
otwithstandiHg the reinonstrative letter of Gen* 
al Wilkinson, General Jackson ordered the 
yiarter-master to furnish the means necessary 
convey the sick and baggage of his army back 
Tennessee. Seeming to comply, the Q.uarter* 
ister procured eleven waggons, but on the day 
otted for the troops to commence their return 
ircb, he came forward and discharged them 
. in order to defeat the General's intentioD| by 
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whicb it was judged the regular army might prcH 
cure a multitude of recruits. Geoeral Jackseti, 
however, seized upon the waggons ere they left 
his encampment, and thus frustrated a design the 
Quarter-master had in view ; of which disappoint- 
ment the htter informed General Wilkinson by 
express. 

He arrired with his troops at Nashville, in 
May following, when he disbanded them accord- 
ing to order, with the exception of place, and ad* 
vised the President of the United States, of the 
course be had pursued and his reasons therefor. 
On the march be deprived himself of the com- 
forts allotted bis rank for the benefit of the sick. 

Their repose was but of short duration. The 
Creek Indians between the Chataboochee and 
Tombigbee rivers began to manifest strong symp- 
toms of a hostile conduct towards their white 
neighbours in the United States, and tfats was by 
no means allayed by the conduct of the Northern 
tribes, who at the instigation of Great Britaib, 
were preparing to " let slip the dogs of war" oii 
the frontier settlements of the United States. 

At this time there appeared among the Shawa- 
nees an impostor calling himself " the Prophet,'* 
who, at the instigation of British agents, urgdL 
the various tribes to lift the tomahawk, and no lon- 
ger smoke the calumet of peace. The brother 
of this villain, named Tecumsehf was sent to the 
Southern Indians to excite a like hostile temper. 
Te effect these objects every^ artifice which du- 
plicity and cunning could suggest was resorted 
to, and the success of these machinations was 
evidenced in the manifold cruelties exercised on 
those whom chance or the fortune of war threw 
into their way. On the decrepitude of old age 
or the imbecility of infancy, alike did the savages 
display their hellish refinements in torture and 
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death. At first these intrigues were veiled in 
secresy ; and the garb of deceit was first thrown 
aside at Fort Minims on the 30th of August, when 
the savages having provided themselves ^with arms 
and ammunition from the Spaniards at Pensaco* 
la, slaughtered in the most cruel and ferocious 
manner nearly three hundred men, women and 
children, who had fled thither for safety, seventeen 
only escaping to bear the doleful tale to the Uni- 
ted States. 

The news of the massacre at Fort Mimros elec* 
trified, as it were, the whole state of Tennessee 
to avenge their murdered brethren. The Legisla- 
ture of that State enacted a law authorising the 
State Executive to call into actual service 3500 
militia for the purpose of carrying devastation and 
the sword into the heart of the Creek country, 
and appropriated ^(300,000 for their equipment 
and support. The Creeks were divided into two 
parties ; the war party prevailed, and the other had 
to look to the United States for protection. The 
war party had gathered a formidable body, and 
were directing their course towards the frontiers 
of Tennessee, when the Governor of that State 
issued his order to General Jackson to call out 
immediately 2000 militia, to I'endeftvoos at Fay* 
etteville. Jackson, at this time, was confined in 
consequence of a fractured arm received in a duel 
a short time before. 

Notwithstanding this, be with alacrity obeye^i 
tbe call. He owlered Colonel Coffee with his ca« 
▼airy, 500 strong, and mounted rilBemen, to pro- 
ceed with all speed to HuntsviUe, in order to cover 
the frontier until tbe infantry could come up. 
A part of this latter force was composed of the 
volunteers who bad descended the IMtississippi witb 
Jaclcson the preceding season. Tlie 4th of Octo- 
ber was the lime appointed for their assemblage^ 

20* 
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The General had not sufficiently recovered fros 
bis wound when tbe day for assemblage arrived. 
He consequently addressed lben^ on the subject 
of the campaign tbroiigb tbe medium of bis aid. 
Major Reid. 

His first care was the establishment of strict and 
wholesome regulations in camp, which he caused 
to be rigidly observed. 

- The greatest obstacles he encoontered in this 
campaign proceeded from tbe Contractor's de» . 
partment, the direction of which be was obliged 
to chanse more than once. 

The iriendly Creeks acted in unison and serv-* 
ed as spies in conveying information regardingthe 
situation of the war party. Tte Ten Islands 
seemed to be their place of rendezvous, and to 
this place was the march ot^ the army directed. 
They ha^ reached almost to the Coosa, river, and 
as yet, tbe £ast Tenhessee troops bad hot formed 
^junction. On the march, the 2dth 0$kHSer, 29 
prisoners of both sexes and all ages W4^re brought 
into camp, from Ldttafuehee, (a town on the head 
of Canoe Cr^ek, which empties into the Coosa,) 
by a detachment of 200 cavalry, under Colonel 
Dyer, despatched for the purpose. Failures oi 
contracts continued to obstruct the march of the 
army. 

In the beginning of November; General Jack- 
son learned from some prisoners and negroes 
brought in, that the enemy were, posted in force 
at Tallushatchee, distai|t about 13 miles on the 
40utb banks of the Coosa. ' General Coffee with 
a body of 900 men was sent to dislodge them. 
This service he completely effected, having killed 
1^6, and taken' 84 women and diildreor^prisoiiers, 
with the loss of flvi? killed and forty-one wounded. 
His dead beikig buried, and fainronnded tadccn 
19^ of> be joined tb^ main^amy the sAme evseoing. 
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'GeDej*al Jacksoa took the necessary steps to 
create a depot at the Ten Islands/ on the North 
side; of' the Coosa, supported by strong picket* 
log and a chain of block-houses. He then de- 
signed tb descend the Coosa to its confluence with 
the Tallapoosa, near which he was informed the 
savages were in force. The army exerted their 
strength in hastening the execution of the Gene- 
ral's design, and the works were dignified with the 
name of " Fort Strother." On the 7th of Decem- 
ber, in the evening^ he was advised of a hostile 
force collected about thirty miles below, wh« me- 
ditMed an attack on Talladega, in which the 
firiendiy Indians were shut up, momently expect- 
ing an assault!* 

Notwithstanding the disappointment he experi- 
enced 'from* the jealous conduct of General Cocke, 
wfao was .0f equal' grade with himself, General 
Jai^kson moved his £rce judiciously to attack the 
enemy, in their then position, before they at- 
tempted an assault upon the friendly Creeks, or 
by a circuitous movement, could steal upon his 
encampment at Fort Strother. Arrived in the 
vicinity df Talladega, eterj disposition of force 
wsis made to insure vicipry. ' The attack began. 
The savage foe .Was f;^jiil^, and victory was com- 
plete. The force of th^ enemy was 1080, of whom 
2(99 were left dead on* 'the 'field of battle*— many 
we re-killed in the flight, amd few escaped unhurt. 
Tbei-e wek*e not less of them than 600 put hors dt 
tbmbca'j while 'the Americans lost only 15 killed 
iSUid 80 ^v^ounded^ "s^eM of* wbom died after- 
wards. 

. To detail the dlfficnitiei^ f^enerat Jackson had to 

ttecounter in-tproviding sostenaac^ for^'his troops, 

jir^uettiBg toutiriies,* i^S«itil%'f^6m deprivation^ 

and in surmounting difficulties, springing from the 

jmdoofitar^ thrallt'^ttoetiywmHXQQ far exceed 



236 . BIOQiUPHY 0F AHERICAN 

the timits of this work, which consequently con« 
iines the writer to a brief sketch of the more im* 
portant transactions of his life. It is sufficient to 
mention, that the conduct of General Coeke to' 
weave for himself a distinct chapkt for his own 
brow, was deleterious to the public service, and 
in a great degree marred the operations of Gen- 
eral Jackson, who, if well seconded, by his con- 
tractors and the troops under the General from 
East Tennessee, would have inflicted an early 
castigation, greater by far than they experienced 
at Talladega, and have put a speedy termination 
to the Creek war. Thus would many valuable 
lives have been saved to families and to the State, 
which were immolated on the altar of a mean and 
jealous ambition. Wherever the General met the 
f*e he was triumphant — his troops were brave, 
but they were neither just to their own lame nor 
to their country, for whose sake patriotism cried 
aloud for the greatest sacrifices. 

At the battle of Talladega, the Htllabees were 
the most distinguished sufferers, shortly after which 
they sued for peace. General Jackson wa9 dis- 
posed to comply with their wishes, provided the 
instigators of the war, the property and prisoners 
taken from the Americans an(^ friendly Creeks^ 
and the murderers of the citizens of the United 
States, at Fort Mimms, were given up. On the 
morning that Jackson's despatch was written to 
General Cocke, informing of the proposition of the 
Hillabees, General White, acting under Cocke's 
orders, had attacked a Hillabee town, killed 60, 
and made 256 prisoners. This event procrasti* 
Bated the Creek war, for not one of the remaiiK 
l3er of the Hillabees were afterwards known to ask 
for quarter, but fought until death terminated their 
•tru^Ie. 

After eneooBtffing all the difficokies whick 
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sdlTed fi*om the mutinous dispositioir of his other- 
wise brave and patriotic troops, who returned 
home, he, on the 2d of January following re- 
ceived an accession of 850 new troops, officered 
by men of their own choice. The difficulties re- 
specting the command of these by General Coffee 
Under Jackson being adjusted, the army, less than 
900 strong, began its march from Fort Strother, 
for Talladega, where were collected about 200 
friendly Cherokee and Creek Indians. These 
afforded an aggregate army of about 1000 men, 
badly armed and as badly equipped, with which, 
Jackson was to invade the hostile Creek territory, 
that he might create a divertion in favour of Gen* 
eral Floyd, who was advancing with the forces 
from Georgia. It was thought about this time, 
that the information was correct, that the war- 
riors from fourteen towns, near Tallapoosee, were 
to unite their strength and attack Fort Armstrong.^ 
Arriving at Talladega, General Jackson received 
advice from the Commander of Fort Armstrong, 
that that post was menaced. * 

Falling on some trails on the 21st of January, 
Ghieral Jackson discovered by his spies, that the 
enemy was not three miles distant. At the dawn 
of the 22d, the savages commenced a furious at- 
tack on the American left, under Colonel Higgins, 
which bore the brunt of the action. In half an 
hour the Indians were routed and chased two 
miles from the field of battle. The defeat was 
complete. The loss of the Americans was only 
five killed and twenty wounded. This was fought 
at an Indian toiyn eddied Emuckfaw. Having re* 
turned from the pursuit of the routed enemy, Ge^ 
neral Jackson despatched General Coffee with 400 
men to destrov the Indian encampment, if not too> 
strong. Having reconnoitred its position, he ju- 
diciously returned to the main body without mak* 
in^ an attack. 
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la less than an boar after bis return to camp^ 
the savages commenced- ao attack, by way of 
feint, on Jackson's right, which gave General 
Coffee the chance of fighting them in equal com* 
bat. The conflict lasted abont one hour, with 
nearly the same loss, when, by means of a rein- 
forcement from General Jackson, the Indians 
were defeated. General Coffee was severely 
wounded, but continued to fight while the battle 
lasted : In the mean time Jackson's whole force 
was attacked, which terminated in the overthrow 
of the savaffeA This was called the second bat- 
tle of the Emuckfaw. 

Jackson prepared litters for his wounded and 
eommencad bis return to the Ten lUands, taking 
every precaution to prevent the savages from at- 
tacking by^surprise. The next day, (January 23^} 
bowever, as be was crossing a Creek at a pike 
called £noticbopco, the savages began another 
iNittle, and the confusion that ensued by giviai 
way of part of the American force^ had nearlj 
proVed fatal to them. The savages were, bowe* 
yeri by the resolute bravery of a part of the Aae 
ricanSy totally defeated. The whole Americtt 
loss in the several conflicts fought during these 
two days, was 20 killed and 75 wounded. Th 
loss of the Indians was more than 200 who nev« 
returned from battle. 

General Jackson, having transported his caia| 
equipage and provisions down the Coosa rivd 
vdirected bis volunteers and company of artillsi; 
to be marched home and honourably dismissed. 

On the 3d of February, the Governor of Tei 
nessee (Blount) issued his order for a detachme! 
of 2500 railtia of the second division to rendc 
vous on the 2Sth of the same month, for thr 
months' service, in conformity to a law of Ci 
gress. General Cocke, brought, by requisiti« 
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Aout 2000 men from West-Tennessee, badly arm* 
'ed, and at the same time pursued a highly dis- 
honourable and disgraceful line of conduct, to 
produce the failure of the campaign. Jealous of 
another's fame, envy was the fiend that meanly 
iurked in his bosom. 

Colonel Williams arrived at camp with 600 
men badly armed. General Johnson with his 
brigade arrived on the i4th of February. Gene* 
ral i)oherty, from East Tennessee, bad arrived, 
and Jacksor\ found himself at the head of a raw 
and undisciplined i^rmy of 5000 men. To repress 
a spirit of rautinity, which exhibited itself in times 
of scarcity and inactivity, an example was be- 
come necessary. A private of the name of John 
Wood had manifested a mutinous disposition, was 
taken into custody, Court-martial called, and 
sentenced to be shot. This was rigidly executed, 
and it produced the happiest consequences. 

7be infamous conduct of General Cocke, in 
•endeavouring to produce the disafiection of Gene- 
ral Doherty's brigade, in order to defeat the ob- 
ject of the campaign, induced General Jackson to 
issue orders to Doherty, to seise and send to Fort 
Strother, every officer, regardless of rank, who 
should be guilty of exciting mutiny in camp. 

Apprehensive of consequences, Cocke timely 
retii^^, and escaped panisWiit. ^ 

Colonel Dyer was, about this time, despatched 
with 600 men to the head of Black Warrior, to 
disperse any Indians that might be in force in that 
quarter, and otherwise cut off their supplies of the 
army. After eight days march along the banks 
of the Cohowba, the detatchment returned to camp. 
They had fallen in with a trail, but discovered 
no enemy. 

Having dismissed aU invalids and troops badly 
equipped, Generid Jackson commenced his march 
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for Fprt Strotber, on the 14th of March and ap- 
xived on the 3Ist at the mouth of Cedar Creek, 
^n the site of Fort Williams. Here he left Brigt« 
dier-geoeral Johoson, with an adequate force for 
ihe protection of the fort^ and eight days provi- 
sion ; and began his march on the 24th, for the 
Tallapoosa, by way of Emuckiaw, in order to 
dislodge the Indian encampment, near the Oak- 
fusky villages, which had been surveyed and left 
unattacked by Genera] Coffee on-the 22d of Janu- 
ary last, on account of its strong position. Ob 
the 27th, after fifty-two miles march) he arrived i^ 
the village of Tohopeka. Here the Indians were 
strongly posted' at the Horse-shoe, and it wasae* 
cessary to dislodge them. The dislodgexnent fftf 
•ffected with great skiU and hravei^r. This bal* 
tie was the death blow to ^he hopes .of ^he sava^ 
war-party. So Moody was the conflict, that on- 
ly four savages surrendered prisoners, with SQtf 
women and children. ,Some few escaped, bat ibef 
^enerally^met death with a l»ravery .becomiogji 
better cause. Jackson's loss was, includiag ^ 
friendly Indians, 55 liilled and 146 woundcA 
Having accomplished the object of his 0iavd% 
he returned with his troops unmolested) to Fait 
Williams. ^He paraded his army on tli« 2d d 
April, and delivered then a most pertinent addreH 
on the destruction of the Tallapoosee confcdrf 
racy. 

Learning that the savages had collected id 
at Hoithlewalee, not far from a place called 
Hickory Ground, he left his sick and wounded 
the fort under command of Brigadier-geai 
Johnson, and began his march with all his dis 
sable troops on the 7th of April, to attack the 
my at Hoithlewalee, and to effect a juncti 
the North Carolina troops under General 
ham, and the Georgia troops under Colonel 
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Ion, who were advancing oa the south of the Tal- 
lapoosa. Owing to the rains, which occasioiud 
a swell in the creeks, he <lid not reach the p];\ce 
of attack until the enemy, being apprised of his 
approach, had fled, leaving him nothing l^ut an 
empty village, which a part of bis army who bad 
passed the creek, destroyed. This was on the 
13th, and on the next day he formed a junction 
with the Georgia troops. 

About this time, the head warriors of the tribes 
settled on the Hickory Ground, and sued for 
peace. The ixeneral required as « proof of their 
sincerity, they should remove and settle in the 
rear of the army and to the north of Fort Wil- 
liams. In tiie mean time, detachments were sent 
out to scour the country in various directions. He 
then proceeded with the army to the site near the 
mouth of the Coosa, where Fort Jackson was 
to be built. Weatbersford, the principal of actors 
in the massacre at Fort Mimms, presented himself 
i^oluntary before General Jackson, as a supplicant 
for peace, and behaved with the dignity of a fallen 
hero, which would grace the character of a man 
in the most civilized ages of any nation or country* 
Determined not to be outdone in «>a^nanimity, 
Jackson suflered him to depart, leaving it op- 
tional wkh himself to make good his professions 
for peace, or<:ollect the scattered remnant of his 
nation to prosecute the war. He at the same 
time informed him that, should he prefer the latter, 
if taken in arms, his life should pay the forfeit of 
his crimes. 

General Pinckney arrived on the 20th of April, 
and took upon himself the command. 

Having accomplished the object of the cam- 
paign by the total destruction of the confederacy 
and re-establishment of peace, General Pinckney 
ifirected the return of the West Tennessee troops 
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to tbeir homes, and caused seven huBdr«d and 
twen^-five men from General Dohei^ty's brigade 
from East Tennessee, whose time of service had 
not nearly expired, to be detailed for garrisoning 
the line of (<M*ts. Four hundred mea had been ^ 
left to garrison Fort WiHiams. The country bad 
been scoured for fugitive savages^-Jackson pro* 
eeeded with the remainder of his troops on his 
march home, crossed TennesBee river, reached 
camp Blount near FayetteviHe, and discharged 
bis tpoops from further service. 

The dispersed war party had taken reftige 
within the Floridas, particularly at PeosaeeL 
In consequence of the redgnation of General 
Hampton, General Jackson peceived a commtssiOA 
from the War Department, da^ed 22d May, coih 
stitutiDg him a Brigadier^eeneral and M»of- 
general by brevet in the regular army of the Uni- 
ted States. General Harrison shortly after re- 
signed, and he was appointed a M ajor-g€ii«ra^ 
to supply the vacancy. He was directed by Us 
government to open a treaty with the Itidians, for 
which purpose he arrived at the Alabafiia with 
a small retinue, on the lOtb of July, aad on the 
lOth of August; effected the execution of a treaty 
highly satisfactory to the United States* 

In consequence of a deviation from the stckl 
laws of neutrality by the %>amsh Govemov of 
West- Florida, in the aid and succour beafibrdel 
the hostile Indians, General Jackson turned Ml 
attention towards Pensacola. Three hundred 
glish troops had landed and were fortifying 
selves at the mouth of the Apalachicola. 
were also employed in instigating the savages 
further acts of hostility. Of this fact the 6ene] 
became acquainted on his way to the Alst 
and despatched information of the fact to hi 
eoiment. On his arrival at Fort Jackson he 
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All diligence to make himself fidly acquainted wiift 
the state of affdirs with the Spaniards, English^ 
Mid Parages. On aecaont of the perfidious eon- 
duct of the Governor bf Pensacola, he opened a 
correspondence with that officer, who exposed the 
duplteity of his dedieanonr in the imbecHity of his 
logic. ' Having disposed of affairs at Fort Jack<« 
iouy ht started next day i<)r MoiHle. In con« 
seqQen<5e of the storm which he wa$ satisfied was 
fathering in that quarter he lost no time in put* 
ting the country ii) as good a posture of defence 
fts fats limited me«ms would admit. Hils whole 
disposable f^ce of the United States' troops 
€6tisrsted of the 24 and paits of the 44th and 
30tll. The pafriotisfiSi bf the people 6f Teii^ 
f^iibee ^AB 3tg^v^ to be ^s^edv. <}enerd Coffee 
wii« written 16 by Oolbtiet Duller, to advaiic<$ 
M Bpe^iiy as possible with aH the niounted 
troops h^ eould collect. The Colohel who had 
ree^ited the request at NashyrHe On the 9th of 
Seplembei^, w«is tO' follow with all th^ vohniteers 
he tCfaM pirOcftf^, i^ltb the kasl possible delay. 
In foitite^n dayi^, Captatos^ Baher and But^er 
arrived at Mob^e with twor cdmpahies. of new- 
ly ^listed re^ula/r troops; and the Tennessee 
troops eonniiencied theii' ttrvirch wHh akcrity and 
Spirit. 

The ai^rival a€ P((tl^ftco}a, of Colonel Nicholk 
t?vitb a Sn>ftll British squadroti, the attack 6n Fort 
Bowyer, at whkh the British were valhititly re-* 
pulsed by one tenth of their numbers, and their 
reception by Governor Marquinex^ at Pensacola, 
after their repulse, determined General Jackson 
to proceed against that capital. 

General Coffee derived with his brigade, 6ori- 
sMng of 2800, at the Cut-off, a place above Fdrt 
St. Stephet)S, and was visited in his encatnpmenf 
by GeneralJackiMin on the 26th of October. 0n^ 



thousand of the brigade engaged as mounted 
men, on account of the difficulty of sut>sist)ng 
cavalry, without murmur, dismounted, and leu 
their horses behind, to serve- as infantry. 

The British and Spaniards, divining the inten- 
tions of Jackson, made every disposition for the 
defence of Pensacola. The Amerieaa army, 3000 
strong, took up their line of march on the 2d of 
November^ and encamped before it on the 6th. 
Determined to dislodge the British from that 
post, he previously demanded of Governor Mar- 
quinez, an explanation of his conduct. The flag 
bearing the demand was fired upon and tiie offi- 
cer returned. The British flag, the day before 
the attack, waved on the ramparts in unison with 
the Spanish— the following day the Spanish wa- 
ved alone to protect a foe of the United States un- 
der its dastardly banners. Subsequent comma- 
nications took place ; the Governor lodged alllus 
faults on the shoulders of Us EngUs^h friends. ' 
From the deceptious. behaviour of the Span- 
iards, no reliance was to be placed on their pro- 
fessions,^ and it became necessary to use force. 
The place was taken- — the British driven away— ^ 
the Spaniards humbled — the Barrancas' forts fou^ 
teen miles distant, commanding the harbour, 
blown up by the British, The blowing up of the 
Barrancas was a great mortification to the Spaa- 
jards, and, at the same time, defeated Generd 
Jackson's object of retaining possession of thi 
town and fortifications, until the pleasure of Ul 
government should be made known, as he bettom- 
ed his conduct on the urgency of the case withotil 
awaiting their pleasure. The left column, in tim 
attack, alone met with resistance. The Americatti 
had twenty wounded and none killed. In 
qencc of the destruction of the Barrancas, 
eral Jackson relinquished the possession of Pens* 
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CoFa to Governor Marquinet, who immediately 
set about reconstructing the Barraocas. In this 
work the British commanding officer, proffered 
assistance. Marquinez answered that when help 
was needed he should apply to his friend General 
Jackson. 

In consequence of the result of this expedition, 
the Indians refuged in Florida, finding themselves 
without British aid, fled, to tiie Apalachicola, ancl 
some fled on board the British shipping, and were 
afterwards put on shore, to act for themselves. 
Major Blue of the 29Xh regiment was despatched 
to dislodge the Indians at Apalachicola, assisted 
by General M c. Intosh with the Georgia troops, 
then in the Creek country. Having effected this 
object, they were ordered to the defence of Mo- 
bile. 

General Winchester arrived^ at the Alabama^ 
and Jackson delivered to him the command of 
that portion of territory on the 22d of November, 
and hastened to N^w-Grleans where he conceived 
his presence most necessary. 

In taking possession of the command of Louisi« 
ana he found SQ2iewhatwra new^lieatre of action; 
The tiegislature of the territory had seconded 
the General's views in every measure^pf defence ; 
and prior to his relinquishment of ifae Mobile 
command, be had continually corresponded with 
Governor Claiborne for that object. It was now 
become manifest, that some point on the A|^»9« 
sippi was the object of attack by the eQeni|r, and 
more especially New^Orleans. Obsitructions- and 
defences were made as barriers to all - the passes 
which led that way. G^in-boats were sent into 
Liake Borgne. Every defence was made when the 
British appeared off the eoast, at Cat - and* Ship 
island, within a short distance fr^m the American 
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liBei. On the 13th of December the enemy mov^ 
fd pff in his barffes tofFiuvU Pass Christian. 

In the act of bringing off a small depot of pub* 
lie stores at the b&y of St. Lonis, the g»n4ioa4 
Sea Horse, Johnson commander^ in a le^cond at^ 
tack from the enemy, was blown ap by her crew^ 
who with her commander retreat^ by land. 

On the 14th, the American gun-boat fleet, con- 
sistinff of five ressels, 18^ men, and 23 gmis, wa9 
ilttacked by a British force of forty-three gap<» 
boats, 1200 men, and 43 guns. The Amepp^yt^s 
were vamjuished with the loss of 6 killed and 2S 
wounded. The loss of the British was not lesi^ 
than 300^ Ngtwitbstanding the prowess of tb|^ 
Americans, they, from motives of humanity apd 
unyielding necessity, surrendered to a supefior 
force. 

This unexpected blpw ma^rred in prospecjtiYe all 
the views of Jackson. ]pje apprised General Wion 
Chester of the unhappy disaster, the probablo 
result, and gave bis advice respecting measures 
to be pursued, in order to ward off the cpnse<» 
<j[uences. 

m'JIuc I^i? ?!|?*?^ ?f dancer thickened, the sky 
of his reputation was brightening. He insprr^!*» 
his troops, and the population generally. Ex^ 
pecting that tbe blow would be directed against 
rfew-Orleaos, be exerted every energy for the 
protection of that important post Having re-* 
viev^ and addressed the militia on tbe impor- 
tance of the occasion^ he despatched an express in 
Attest of General Cofiee> whieh reached him <ne| 
the 17 th of December, and 4iat officer by the 
niost persevering iodustiy, encountering difficul* 
ties by disease a^d weather, arrived within fifteeq 
asiies of New-Orleans on tbe 19tb, a distance of 
1^ miles. On the 20tb, he halted | within four 
miles of that city. The troops had braved the. 
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ioogers of weather and climate in a march of 
more tbaa 800 miles without murmur. Such is 
the effect of naeny when engaged in support of the 
TBtiv^dignity of their character. General Car* 
'pH was likewise advancing with a brigade for 
l(ef<pQsi¥e operations, of which be advised General 
"ackson by his aid,. Colonel Hynes. v 

However feeble his force mi^t be^ he determin- 
d to mee^ the enfiny on the threshold of their 
UMUng. The government of the United States 
^ere continually advised, both of his apprehen- 
ons apd mea^s of defence. Assistance poured in 
I tome sections and disappointments in others, 
id chagriq often crowned bi$ exertions. The 
atb the General had to tread was thorny in the 
itrem^, awaited ^s he wa^, by the wiles of the en-^ 
ppy on on« fiid^i and discontent from the ^i^aCec* 
d pn Xhf other. 

Tkfi period arrived which tested the sternness 
* his character : ImbeciUty, fear, and treason^ 
dting against the direct path of patriotism, b* 
%B p^nstrained £»r the safety of the Hate, to pro- 
%im imrtiai law at New-Orleans, The evepi 
eyv the wisdom of the measure to avoid deleteri* 
s results from the conflicting passions which then 
it^ted the publio mind. Smutherif^ treason 
i^rever it ^peared, and coficentrating every 
ler feeling into one common reservoir to repel 
cofltimon foe, Jaclwson was obliged to act, not 
:ordiag to tew, but circuinstances. Oen^ral 
irroll joii^ed Coffee's encampment on the Slstof 
caoiber, and reported blm&elf accordia^y.™ 
le Kentucky troops bad not yet arrived ; and*. 
^fvitbManding every vlgiianpe, the Brilisb effect 
I a laflidiog within s^ren mile* of New-Orleaittf< 
e ^eerotnes^ of the embarkation wasaicribed ta 
treachery of the jiaturaliaed Spanish fcher-^ 
0. mho sugpUed tbjat msa^ket with feb. Their 
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debarkation was anoounced to the General afteV 
tbe capture of the guard at Bayou Bievenue, ti 
the 22d of December. A knowledge of this evfcnf 
threw tbe city into the greatest constematicmi 
Signal guns were fired — expresses werefoFwardrf 
— forces were concentrated, and every prepara^ 
lion adopted for defence. '^ 

General Jackson advanced against him, deter^ 
mined to attack him in bis first position. The at-* 
tack was made in the night of the 23d December, 
at half past seven o'clock. It was commenced by 
a fire from tbe schooner Caroline, which dropped 
down the river, in order to open on the rear of 
the camp. This was the signal for General Cof^ 
fee to fall on the right, while General Jackson a>' 
tacked the left near the river. It resulted hotioup 
ably to the American arms ; but produced nothii^ 
decisive. The enemy's force amounted to about 
sock) men ; that of General Jackson did not ei- 
ceed 1500. Tbe conflict lasted an hour, and w^ 
supported with great firmness. General Jacksw 
remained on the field until four o'clock in Ai( 
morning, when he took a new position two miti^ 
nearer the city : having lost in this affair, 24 ISi* 
led, ^115 wounded, and 74 roissing-^total 213. ' 

The enemy succeeded, on the 27th, in blowL 
up the Caroline, (she being becalmed) by ni< 
of hot shot, from a land battery, erected in 
night* On the 28th, he advanced with has wfa<^| 
force, against General Jackson, in tbe hope 
driving him from his position, and with this ^ ' 
opened a fire of bombs and rockets^; at the 
tanee of about half a mile. The enemy was 
pulsed, with a lo^s of about 120 men. The 
vicans lost seven killed and had eight wouaded.^ 

On Sunday morning, the 1st of January, l#l3 
the enemy had advanced within 600 yards «r tl 
American breast works^ under cover, of .night 
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a heavy fog, and had erected the preceding night, 
three different batteries, mounting in all 15 guns, 
from 6's to 3^s. About eight o'clock, when the* 
fog cleared off, they commenced a most tremen- 
dous fire upon the Americans, but it was amply 
returned by them, and a heavy cannonading was 
kept up^ without the least interval on either side, 
except that occasioned by the explosion of a mag- 
azine in the rear of one of the American batteries, 
and another magasine in the night, owing to the 
enemy's Congrcve rockets* By four o'clock in the 
afternoon, the Americans had dismounted all the 
enemy's guns except two. They retreated, during 
the night, to their strong hold, about a mile and a 
quarter from the American camp. Twice did the 
enemy attempt to storm and carry the American 
batteries, but were as often deceived. On New- 
Year's ' day the loss of the Americans was 1 1 kil- 
led and 23 badly wounded. That of the enemy, 
frona the accounts of two prisoners taken on that 
day, and three deserters afterwards, must have 
been much greater. 

According as the woodsmen arrived to the aid 
of General Jackson's army, they were disposed of 
to the best advantage, for the purpose of defence ; 
but these forces not being of a very efficient na- 
ture, especially as the men could not be all pro- 
vided with the necessary arms, the General could 
not attempt any thing against an enemy, who was 
thus left to pursue, undisturbed, his laborious op4- 
ratioqs. 

. During the days of the 6th and 7th, the enemy 
had been actively employed in making prepara«> 
tions for an attack on Jackson's lines. With in- 
finite labour, they had succeeded on the night of 
the 7th, in getting their boats across from the 
lake to the river, by widening and deepening the 
canal, on which they had effected their disembark-* 
ation. 
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General Jackson iVas on the left side of the ri?€r, 
patiently waiting the attack. General Morgan, 
4Vith the New-Orleans contingent, the Louisiana 
militia, and a detachment of Eeiiftucky troops, oc- 
cupied an intrenched camp on the opposite side of 
the river,' protected by strong batteries on the 
bank, superintended by Condmodore Patterson;. 

On Sunday, the 8th, at half past 6 o'ctock^ a. «« 
the enemy began a very hevay cannonade upon the 
American lines, from his batteries of 18 and 12 
perunders, supported by the mnsketry of 25M 
laen,^ who marched m close tolttmns, xad advance 
ediaetur^r than musket shot distimce to the in» 
trenchmeats, armed with rockets, obvses^ and fa- 
eines, to storm the batteriet: they directed iktm 
principa) attack against the heiid of tbe line, flanb 
ed by the river, ahd upon the left resth^ upon tiMf 
cipress swamp, aa well as against tbe tirailteurt 
and riflemen, placed above the said swamp ; the 
roaring of the gbns, and firing of the miil^etrf, 
lasted two hours and a quart^; the enemy's mor* 
tars, although directed against the centre, did fi^i 
hAMWa Co the tro6p& ; the bursting of their boftll 
in their ^orks had no efiect. Two British ofr 
cers, and one French engineer, (^the nime <t 
Rennie, who had gained the summit of the Adri^ 
rican parapet, was killed or wounded, and mail. 
priM>ners; (the engineer and one Ccdonel ^ 
killed ;) after tbia afiair, the field, m front of 
works^ was strewed with British wounded 
killed. 

General Jackson thus briefly details tlie partis 
lars of attack :. 

'^ In my encampment every thing was read; 
action ; whfen early on tb^ morning of tfie^ 
the enemy, after thro\dIig a shower of bomb#' 
Cotigreve rockets^ advanced their columns an 
right apd left, to storm my intrencbments; 
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-cafiiiot speak suflSciently in praise of the finiiness 
and deliberation with which my whole line re- 
ceived their approach. More could n<9t have been 
expected from veterans inured to war. For an 
hour, the fire of small arms was as incessant and 
«#vere as can be imagined. — The artillery, too, 
directed by officers who displayed equal skill and 
courage, did great execution. Yet the cplunfins 
of the enemy continued to advance with firmness 
which reflects upon tbem the greatest credit. 
Twice, tlie column, which approached me on my 
left, were repulsed by the troops of General Car^ 
roll, those of General Coffee, and a division of 
the Kentucky militia, and twice they formed 
again, and renewed the assault. At length, how- 
ever, cut to pieces, they fled in confiision from 
the field, leaving it covered with their dead and 
wounded .*' 

Simultaneously with the attack on General 
Jackson's lines, an attack was made on the works 
of General Morgan. Had the enemy been 4net 
with resolution in this attack, it must have pro- 
duced his entire destruction ; but^ unfortunately, 
the Kentucky reinforcements fled, drawing after 
Ihem, by their example, the remainder of the for- 
ces and leaving the batteries to the enemy ; not, 
however, iftitil after the gups were spiked. While 
General Jackson was preparing to dislodge the 
enemy from the captured battery, the British 
troops were withdrawn, and the post re-occupied 
by the Americans. 

The return of the killed) wounded, and prison- 
ers, taken at the battle of Mac Prardies' planta- 
tion, on the left bank of the Mississippi, on the 
morning of the 8th January, 1815, and five miles 
below the city of New^pileans, consisted of— 
killed, 700; wounded, 1400; prisoners, 500— to- 
tatd2600, . . 
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Among the slain, was General Sir Edward 
Packeoham, the Chief, and General Gibbs, the 
third in comniand ; General Keane, the second in 
command, was severely wounded. " General Lam- 
bert succeeded to the command. 

His total loss in the different engagements was 
not less than 6600. The loss to the Americans, oa 
the 8th, on both sides of the river, was 13 killed^ 39 
wounded, and 19 missing; total killed, wounded, 
and missing, this day, 71; of this naraber there 
were but six killed, and seven wounded, in the 
action of the line. 

The enemy intended to pass Fort Philip in or- 
der to co-operate with the land forces in the atr 
tack at New-Orleans* On the 9th January, at^ 
half past three, p. m. the enemy's bomb vesseU 
opened their fire against the forl^ from four sea 
mortars, two of them thirteen inches, and two of 
ten, at so great a distance, that the shot from the 
fort could not reach him. The enemy^s fire con- 
tinued with little intermission, and with little in- 
terruption from the fort, during the 1 0th, 11th, 
12th, ISth, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th. On the 
evening of the 17th, a heavy mortar was got ii 
readiness, and opened on the enemy, with great 
effect. At day-light on the 18th, the enemy retit* 
ed, after having thrown upwards of one thoo- 
sand heavy shells, besides small shells from the 
howitzers, round shot and grape, which he db- 
charged from boats, undercover 6T the night 
Scarcely ten feet of the garrison remained isi- 
touched ; yet the loss of men was small, consistiog 
^ of two killed, and seven wounded. This saving 
of men was owing to the great paips taken by tbt 
officers to keep tKeir men under cover. 

All the. enemy's movements after the acjte 
of the 8th of January, were calculated to secuH 
his retreat, should such prove necessary, as 
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j>earaiices then indicated that it would. Their in- 
tention was, however, masked by a menacing at- 
titude, as if preparing for a renewal of the attack 
OQ Jackson's line. They had erected batteries to 
cover their retreat, in advantageous positions, 
from their original encampment to the Bayou, 
tiirough which they entered Lake Borgne. The 
cannon placed on these batteries could have rak- 
«d a pursuing arm.y in every direction. The situ- 
ation of the ground through wliich they retired, 
was protected by canals, redoubts, intrenchmcnts 
and swamps, on the right ; and the river on the 
left. 

After the action of the 8th, the artillery on 

both sides of the river, was constantly employed 

In annoying the enemy. An attempt tp storm 

his batteries would have produced great slaughter 

/among the Americans, been doubtful of success, 

5nd might possibly liave induced the enemy to 
efay his departure ; therefore General Jackson 
resolved to secure the advantage obtained, with 
ihe least possible loss or hazard. 

All hope which the enemy had of reducing Fort 
Philip, had vanished ; and on the night of the 
I8tb, they precipitately decamped, and returned 
to their shipping, leaving behind them 80 of their 
wounded, 14 pieces of heavy artillery, and an im- 
mense number of ball, having destroyed much of 
their powder. 

:. ^ Mr. Shields, purser in the navy, on the 16th and 
L7th of January, in letters to his friend, says : 

^' The day after the gun-boats were ta^en, I 
rsis sent down und^r a flag of truce^ to asdertaiu 
lie fateof our officers and men, with power to ne- 
gotiate an exchange, especially for the wounded, 
iftit the enemy would make no terms — they treat- 
cLthe flag with contempt, and myself and the 
i^geon, who was with me, as prisoners, until the 
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18th iast. He has now lowered his tone, and begs 
the exchange that we ufiered. Defeat has hum- 
bled the arrogance of the enemy, who had promi- 
sed his soldiers forty'^ght hours pillage and rapine 
of the city of ffew-Orteans ! /" 

The watch-word and countersign of the enemj^ 
on the morning of the 8th, was BEAUTY and 
BOOTY. Comment is unnecessary on these sig- 
nificant allusions held out to a licentious sol- 
diery. 

Thus ended, in disgrace and discomfiture to the 
enemy, an expedition which occupied several 
months in its preparation, and was composed of at 
least 10,000 troops, drawn from almost every part 
of the world, where the British bad garrisons or 
soldiers. Nothing was left undone to secure the 
occupation of an immense province, and the com- 
mand of a river extending thousands of miks 
through the most fertile countries in the world; 
and on which several of the United States depend- 
ed as an outlet and market for tbeir produce. 

From an official account, it appeared, that the 
number of men under command of General Jack- 
son, and actually engaged against the enemy, od 
thejBth January, amounted to 4,698. The ene- 
my's force, by his account, exceeded 10,000. 

By an article in a Jamaica paper, of the 3d De- 
cember, it was stated, that the expedition then pre* 
pared to go against the United States, under coat- 
inand of Sir Alexander Cochrane, and Ma}. GetL 
Keane, (the same that afterwards entered thelfi*- 
sissippi,) consisted of one ship of 80 guns, five oC 
74, three of 50, one of 44, six of 38, two oC SC^ 
three of 32, three of 16, two of 14, and three of 
guns — total 29 vessels, carrying 1084 guns; 
sides a great number of cutters, transports, &c. 

On the 21st Jan. Gen. Jackson directed an a 
dresgto be publicly read at the bead of eack 



MILITAHY AND NAVAL H£RO£S. 25S 

the corps composing the lines near New-Orleans. 
It must have been a difficult and delicate task to 
do justice to individuals, where all acted so well, 
proving, in the General's words, " that a rampart 
of high minded men is a better defence, than the 
most regular fortification." 

This address contained the following emphati- 
cal paragraph. 

" Reasoning always from false principles, they 
(the enemy) expected little opposition from men 
whose officers even were not ia uniform, who were 
Ignorant of the rules of dress, and who had never 
been caned into discipline — fatal mistake ! a fire 
incessantly kept up, directed with calmness, and 
with unerring aim, sti'ewed the field with the brave 
officers and men of the column which slowly ad- 
vanced, according to the most approved rules of 
European tactics, and Was cut down by the untutO" 
rcrf courage of the American militia. Unable to 
sustain this galling and unceasing fire, some hun- 
dreds nearest the intrenchments called for quar- 
ters, which was granted — the rest, retreating, were 
rallied at some distance, but only to make them a 
surer mark for the grape ^nd caiiister shot of our 
artillery, which, without exaggeration, mowed down 
whole ranks at every discharge ; and, at length, they^ 
precipitately retreated from the field." 

Several desperate characters, citizens of the 
United States, as well as foreigners, natives of dif- 
ferent countries, had associated themselves into a 
band of pirates, under their chief Lafitte, and bad 
taken up their residence in the island of Barrataria, 
near the mouth of the Mississippi. The govern- 
ment of the United States caused this unlawful es- 
tablishment to be broken up. The expedition 
against the Barratarians, took possession of all the 
piratical vessels, their prizes, and a considerable 
quantity of arms and property, without opposition, 
on the 16tb September, 1814. The vessels thus 



25Q BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN 

taken, consisted of six schooners, and one felucca, 
cruisers and prizes of the pirates, one brig, a prize, 
and two armed schooners, both in line of battle with 
the armed vessels of the pirates. The establish- 
ment on shore, which was also taken possession of, 
consisted of about 40 houses. The pirates had 
mounted on their vessels 20 pieces of cannon, of 
different calibres, and their number consisted gf 
between 900 and 1000 men, of all nations andco- 
lours. The expedition ag;ainst the pirates was un- 
der command of Commodore Patterson of the ua- 
vy, having on board a detachment of land troops, 
under command of Colonel Ross. 

The Barratarian pirates took part in the defence 
of New-Orleans against the British, and were both 
active and serviceable. It was, also, satisfactorily 
ascertained, that they had, previous to their dis- 
persion, refused an alliance with the British, re- 
jecting the most seducing terms of invitation. In- 
duced, bv these considerations, and at the recom- 
mendation of the General Assembly of the^state of 
Hfouisiana, the President of the United States 
granted to such of them as aided in defence of New- 
fJrleans, a full pardon for all offences against the 
laws of the United States, committed previoos to 
the 8th Januarys 1815. 

Upon the approach of the enemy, a portion of 
the French population, obtained from the resi- 
dent French Consul, certificates of Freach ciu- 
zenship. The General allowed their validity ? 
but sent these alien exempts from military duty, 
under a military guard, one hundred and twenty 
miles from his camp and besiegedscity, to Baton 
Rouge, in the interior. 

A printer had misrepresented that Gen. Jadr 
son's order of removal applied indiscrimately !• 
the whole French population. The French Con^ 
;ioussard, a second time, resisted the martial la% 
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hy claiming for his king, individuals of the citjr 
militia. He even erected a standard, and under 
pretext of the violations of the liberty of the French 
cititens, invited them to revolt. General Jackson 
considering further forbearance as criminally en- 
dangering the lives of even these mongrel citi^seni^, 
and as calculated to betray the ' city to the ene- 
my, arrested this Consul ; and a Judge (Hall) of 
the Supreme Court, issued a writ of habeas corpus 
to compel the enlargement of the prisoner. The 
General still determined to maintain his martial 
law, and thereby bind together this heterogenous 
population to the defence of the city, ordered 
the Judge into confinement, and to be removed 
without the lines of defence. Boldly indeed, and 
with an unyielding spirit, the General compelled 
and controled the public safety. 

After the peace was officially known at New- 
Orleans to have been ratified, and when the mar- 
tial law had ceased to operate, General Jackson 
was cited to answer before the Judge, whom he 
bad arrested, to show cause why an attachment 
should not issue against the General for a con- 
tempt of the court in sundry particulars relating 
to the writ of habeas corpus. The General dis- 
daining to evade a requisition of the law submitted 
Umself to the eourt, and by his counsel, offered to •- 
present to it his defence in writing, but which was 
contumeliously rejected without being read. This 
trial, which precluded also a jury, was continued 
from day to day for several days, when on the last 
day General Jackson walked into the court-^bouse 
with admirable composure, and exemplary re- 
spect for the ^higb authority which called him 
thither. He approached the Judge with a paper 
in his hand, having dispensed with the friendly of- 
fices of the professional gentleman who had ma- 
naged bis case before. The Judge informed the 

<4S«4M 
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Geoerol that there were interrogatories to be^ 
proDouDced to him, to wtiich he was desired to 
respond : the General replied that he would not 
answer them, saying, '' Sir, my defence in this ac- 
cusation has been offered, and you have denied its 
admission, you h^ve refused me an p|^K>ftunity of 
explaining my motives, and the necessity for the 
adoption of the martial law in repelling an invad- 
ing foe," pointing out at the same moment his ob* 
jections to that mode of proceeding under which 
the inquiry was had, to know whether or not the 
attachment should issue. '' I was then with these 
brave fellows in arms," (alluding to the surround- 
ing crowd.) " You were not, Sir," The Judge 
went on to read his opinion. The General inter- 
rupted him with much apparent deliberation,' say- 
ing, " Sir, state facts and confine yourself to thenk 
Since my defence is, and has been precluded, let 
not censure constitute a part of this sought for 
punishment." To which the Judge replied — ^^ It 
IS with delicacy, General, that I spesJi of your 
name or^character-^I consider you the saviour of 
the coun'try ; but for your contempt of authority, 
or that effect, yuu will pay a fine of one thousand 
dollars." Here the General interrupted, by fill- 
ing a check for that sum, on the bank, and pre- 
senting it to the Marshal, which was received m 
discharge. The General then retired, observinj^ 
on bis passage to the door, ^^ it will be my turn 
next." 

^ At the door he was received amid the acclamar 
tions of the exclaiming populace, with which the 
streets and avenues were filled. A coach waited 
at the door of the Court-house, into^ which he was 
carried and seated, the shafts and handles of whick 
were eagerly seized by the people. — ^In this way 
he was precipitated through the streets to tbe 
French coffee-chouse, among the shouts of vipt k 

^entralJacksonf and denouncing his prosecutors, 
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riieQce to the American -coflee-house, where the 
General- attdressed the crowd as follows : 

" Feliow Citizens mid Soldiers — Behold your 
General, uader whom, but a few days ago, you 
occupied the teuted field, braving all the priva- 
tionfl and dangers in repelling and defeating your 
country's exterior enemies,' under the rules and 
discipline of the camp, so indispensable to the 
hope of victory ; rules which were predicated op- 
en necessity, and which met the approbation of 
every patriot. Behold him now, bending under 
a ^specious pretext of redressing your country'^ 
civil authority, which, though wrought through 
prejudice, he scorns to deny or oppose, but cheer- 
iuMy submits to what is inflicted upon him, now 
that the difficulties under which we groaned are 
removed, and the discipline of the camp summons 
yovk no more to arms. It is the highest duty and 
pride of all good men to pay their tribute of re- 
spect to the guardian of our eivil liberties. Re* 
member this last charge, as in a few days I ex- 
pect to leave you : it may serve as a lesson to 
yourselves and posterity." 

Mr. Davezac gave the substance of the preced* 
iBg remarks from the General in Freneh ; after 
Mrhicb the General was conducted to the coacb^ 
and drawn to bis quarters in Fauxburg Marigny, 
fallowed by the multitude, echoing, vivs le Gener'- 
al Ja^ks&n. 

The fine was afterwards paid by a voluntary 
subscription of one dollar each, by one thousand 
citizens. 

Addresses, which seemed necessarily to com- 

I^rise the mass of the city population of New-Or- 
eans, were presented to the General, not only 
approving, but extolling, in the most grateful lan- 
guage, his military conduct. Congress also pass- ^\., , 
cds unanimously, resolutions of thanks to the ^^eijll 
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General for Ifae defence which he made, and an 
emblematic gold medal, with devices of bis spleo- 
did achievements, has been ordered to be present* 
ed to him. Addresses and resolutions of thanks 
from other and minor bodies from various paurts 
of the Union, also evince the gratitude of this nu- 
merous people to the General, for his almost une- 
qualled victories. 

Peace having been promulgated, the militia 
were discharged. The Greneral was relieved in 
kis command by General Gaines, and returned to^ 
Nashville, welcomed by his fellow citixens with 
the greatest applause. 

When the army was reduced to a peace estab- 
Kshment, General Jackson was retained in the 
service, and appointed to command the Southern 
Military District. In the summer of 1817, he was 
appointed a Commissioner to treat with the Creek 
Indians respecting a purchase of land, which ha- 
ving effected, he ^returned to Nashville with his 
suite in the month of August. 

In his person the General is tall, thin and spare. 
Six feet one inch in height, he usually weighs 
about one hundred and £fty pounds. Easy and 
affable in his deportment, stern and indexible in 
his resolves, he commands respect. He is gener- 
ous and humane^ but of an irritable temper. In 
his politics, the General was of the republicam 
school. His sallies of temper has more than once 
sub|ected him to disputes which were terminated 
only ia the field of chivalric honour^ 
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HAJOR-GCNERAL 

ELEAZAR WHEELOCK RIPLEY 

Was born at Hanover, New-Hampshire, the 
seat of Dartmouth College, April 15tb, 1782. He* 
is the graodsoo of the venerable and pious foua- 
der of that institutio% Dr. Eleazer Wheelock,. 
v^hose name be bears,<>^nd nephew of-tbe present 
learned President, ^fiburable John Weelock, L. 
L. D. His father, the Reverend Sylvanus Rip- 
ley, a graduate of the first class, and the first pro- 
fessor of Divinity in the College, died in the be- 
ginning of the year 1787, universally respected 
and beloved. Of a young family of six children, 
left, in circumstances not affluent,*to the care of 
an intelligent and pious mother, the subject of this 
sketch was the second son, then in the fifth yeav 
of bis age. 

He pursued with assiduity the studies prepara- 
tory, for admission into college ; and having com- 
pleted his academic course, he received the first 
honours of the University in 1800. He then ap- 
plied himself to the study of the law, and short^ 
afterwards was admitted to practice in the county 
court of Kennebunk, in the district of Maine^. 
state of Massachusetts. At the bar he manifest- 
ed^ talents which ranked iiim among the higher 
order of Barristers, and procured him a populari* 
ty that introduced him to a seat in the Legisla- 
ture of his native state, as a Representative from 
the town of Winslow, or Waterville? as soon as the 
qualification of age would admit. Jn that body 
be was not an inefficient member. His P^^^^^Mk 
course was marked with^ action based on flP^^^^ 
principles of the Constitution of the United Slai^: *V^ 
and the rights of mankind. To contend with po- 
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Iitical opponents who had evinced talents, such as 
ranked them high as statesmen, was a t Jsk of no 
ordinary magnitude, and he who undertook it, if 
triumphant, was sure to stand high in party hon- 
ours. 

In January, 1812, he was elected Speaker of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, in the place of the 
honourable Joseph Storey, who had then just 
been elevated to a seat on the bench of the Su- 

Ereme Court of the United States. At this period, 
e had scarcely attained his SOth year, so fast 
were his *^ blushing honours thickening on him." 
The subsequent session of the Legislature was held 
iii May : he was not a member. Having removed 
to Portland; he was chosen a Senator from Cum- 
berland and Oxford, and took his seat according* 
ly in the Senate of Massachusetts. In the March 
following, he disappointed all the fond anticipa* 
tions of his friends in regard to his rising great- 
ness, by accepting a Lieutenant-colonei's com- 
mission in the army of the United States. The 
relations then existing between the United States 
and Great Britain, it was rightly supposed, would 
eventuate in an open rupture, and he had direct- 
ed bis attentions to the tented field, to avenge the 
wrongs heaped on his country by that haughty 
and overbearing nation. On the eve of tbe de- 
claration of war, he had been intrusted by Gener- 
al Dearborn wiih the command of the forts and 
harbours on the extreme Eastern coast of the 
Union. In this ^station, he manifested an activity 
in disciplining his men and strengthening his for- 
tifications, which proclaimed his worth as an ofli- 
cer. In September, 1812, he marched from Port- 
-^nd and reached Plattsburgh in October, a dis- 
tance of more than 400 miles. Here he joined 
the Northern army commanded by Brigadier- 
gQueral «loomfield. After the campaign had 
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closed, he retired into winter-quarters at Bu»Hng- 
ton in Vermont, where, by unwearied exertions, 
he increased his regiment to 700 men before the 
following spring. His regiment became remarka- 
ble for its accuracy in discipline and neatness of 
dress. 

On the 12th of March, 1813, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nels Ripley, Gaines, and Scott, were promoted at 
the same time to the ranks of Colonels. 

In ten days of that month General Riplej^ 
marched his regiment from Plattsburgh to Sack- 
ett's Harbour. At the attack on York in Up- 
per Canada, April 27th, " he fleshed his maiden 
sword." 

General Dearborn, with 1700 chosen troops, 
embarked at Sackett's Harbour, and having arri- 
ved before York, confided the immediate com- 
mand in the attack to the gallant General Pike. 

The American army, having debarked, formed 
in two lines. The 21 st regiment, divided into 
six platoons, with Colonel Mc. Clure's volunteers 
on their flanks, composed the second line. Thus 
disposed, they moved on to the attack in columns, 
when the British General, panic-struck, retreated, 
blowing up one of bis magazines. The explosion 
was tremendous, and friend and foe were its com- 
mon victims — General Pike was mortally wound- 
ed, and died smiling in the arms of victory. Col- 
onel Ripley was slightly wounded, and the com- 
maud devolved on Colonel Pearce, of the 16th re- 
ginnent, until General Dearborn came on shore. 
Xhe British General SheaflTe, was distinctly seen 
on bis retreat, and the wounded Colonel Kipley 
pressed h^s pursuit without delay. The appre- 
hension of another explosion, produced an hour's 
delay, which enabled the fugitive foe to escape. 
The town, containing public property of great 
value, was captured* Some excesses, by the 
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Atnerican soldiery, vrere at first committed^ To 
put a stop to this, General Dearborn, ordered 
Colonel Ripley and his regiment, as a town guard, 
to protect private property. The Colonel exe- 
cuted the command with the strictest propriety, 
and under circumstances very honourable to him- 
£elf — for spoils which by the rules of war were 
hisy he spurned to toucli. By some unaccounta- 
ble neglect, he remained on duty three days and^ 
flights without sleep. Incessant duty and fatigue 
impaired his health. The army aft.er it again dis- 
embarked at Niagara, was sickly, in consequence 
of its exposqre to rains for a week on board the 
fleet. Colonel Ripley was present at the capture 
of Fort George, on the 27th of May 9 but was not 
present in the action on Stoney Creek, when Gen- 
erals Chandler and Winder, were taken by sur- j 
prise. In order to afford him an opportunity to ' 
repair bis feeble health. General Dearborn order- 
ed his regiment, tiiminisbed by hard service, to 
convoy the prisoners to Oswego, and tb^ pro- 
ceed to Sackett's Harbour. Having accomplish^ 
ed this duty, he was detained at. that post several 
days by severe sickness. His devotion to the 
military art, induced him to resist every advice 
at Sackett's harbour, to^ithdraw for sometime 
from the duties of his station. His attachment to 
jPismej induced him to press forward and mafce 
every sacrifice to enter the portals of her Tempit^ : 

Pcefej'ring the British mode of dril|, he ma ~ 
his regiment perfectly acquainted therewith, pri 
to their embarkation under General Wilkin 
in the intended attack against Montreal^ the 
ure of which wa« owing to the then Secretary «| 
war, and General Hampton. 

In descending the St. Lawrence for the ai 
on Montreal, a severe duty was necessary 
ry corps of the army was exposed \to the attaid^ 
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^f a vigilant foe. The 1 1th of November, was dis- 
tioguisbed bj the battle of Wiiliamsburgh, where 
the lamented and brave Coviiigton fell. CoIo« 
nd Ripley, with his regiment, commenced this 
acti6n. His conduct throughout the contest, was 
marked with peculiar bravery. The troops fought 
in great confusion, and lasted for three hours* 
In giving orders, the fence on which he stood, 
was carried away by a cannon ball. The part 
of his regiment in action, amounted to 339 men, 
of which about 80 were killed or wounded. He 
went into winter quarters at French Mills, in con- 
sequence of the refusal of General Hampton to 
unite with General Wilkinson. Here his regiment, 
at the consolidation of the army, was united with 
the nth. His wife, to s^faom he was married in 
IBl 1, repaired to fain^i in camp, against the entrea- 
Hes 6{ friends, in order to aissist him in his feeble 
state of health. In the midst of winter, the can- 
tonment was ordered to be broken up, and the 
army ordered to repair to the Niagara frontier. 
Colonel Ripley was ordered to proceed to Albany 
to forward on artillery and stores for the ensuing 
campaign. At this time the consolidated regi- 
ments were restored. C>n the 18th of April, Colo- 
trel Ripley was advanced to the rank of Briga- 
dier-general. He took leave of the officers and 
tnen of his regiment, on this occasion, who ma- 
nifested for him every token of respect, the offi- 
cers having presented him an elegant sword as a 
fateful recollection. 

A short time previous to this, General Scott, in 
the absence of General Brown, took the command 
of the army at Buffalo. This officer used every 
MexertioQ to promote a strict and necessary disci- 
>line. Each corps was emulous to excel. General 
"iptey devoted his time to the instruction of his 
brigade. 
VOL. u, ^3 
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On ibe arrival of General Brown at Buffalo,* 
in June, 1813, it was determined to invade the 
vpper province, in order to attack Fort George 
ana recover Fort Niagara, and thence to march 
round the lake to Kingston* This project Gene- 
ral Ripley opposed with all his talents, for he was 
confident that the army, which consisted of less 
than 3000 regular troops, was too feeble to ac« 
complish the proposed ol^ect. He had already 
accompanied three invasions of Canada, with an 
incompetent force. He knew that Fort Erie, 
directly opposite to Buffalo, must immediately 
fall ; but in respect to the ultimate objects, he saw 
no prospect of success. Although the invasion 
brought high honour to the American arms-^n 
gaining which he had a full participation— -yet 
the result justified his opinions. Not one of Ae 
grand objects proposed was accomplished. 

In making the necessary arrangements, the 9tb, 
11th and .25th regiments, were assigned to the bri- 
gade of General Scott, while General Ripley bad 
the 21st, under Major Grafton, with which, were in- 
corporated, during the campaign, one company of 
the 17th under Cap^Cbi^nn, and one do. of the 
12th under Lieut. M'Donald. He had also a bat- 
talion of the 23d regiment under Major M'Farland, 
consisting principally of recruits lately received 
inad imperfect in discipline. The four regiments 
first mentibned were of New-England, and the la^ 
one of New- York. 

On the 3d of July, the American army crossed 
the Niagara river. Gen. Scott with the main bocly 

♦ This arrangement was made by the War-3r. 
ter to cover the misconceptions of General Br 
in regard to his orders to attack KingBton^lb 
explanation of which, see note lo^eneral-'^ 
fife, page 3 ir* 
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crossed from the toats below Fort Erie, whil« 
General'Ripley with the 2lst in two U. S?' schoOR-^ 
crs^ passed up the lake and disembarked ^ac mile 
above the fort, which was immediately iuvested; 
It was surrendered the same day without the ne^ 
cessity of firing a gun. The next day the army 
marched to Chippewa, at which place Gen» Brown 
Jtrrived with the reserve under Gen. Ripley at 1 
o?cI6ck at night. The battle of July 5th, covered 
Gen. Scott and his brigade with merited honoui^ 
for in the open field and fair combat he achieved 
a complete victory over superior numbers. Gen; 
Kipley had no opportunity to encounter the ene* 
my. The American army was encamped on the 
south side of Street's creek, distant two miles and 
an half from the enemy's strong work on the north 
$ide of Chippewa creek. The action was fought 
on the intermediate plain. For a considerable 
time after (he engagement commenced Gen. Rip- 
ley's brigade remained drawn up in order of bat- 
tle, exposed to the fire of theenemy^ artillery, the 
.shot from which ranged through his line— -although 
be was very solicitous to advance. At length W 
was ordered, but at too late a period, to take the 
nisi regiment and pass to the left of' the camp, 
skirt the woods so as to keep out of view, and fall 
tipon the rear of the enemy's right flank. ' This 
order,' says^General Brown *was promptly obeyed, 
and the greatest exertions were made by the 21st 
regiment to gain their position and close with the 
enemy, but in vain.' General Ripley was obliged 
to ford Street's Creek to the left of the bridge, 
'crossing a morass almost impossible-^when be ar- 
rived on the Chippewa, the battle was over. Had 
tlus detour been suffered to be made as soon as the 
action commenced, the enemy must have lost ma- 
ny prisoners; and if the retreat across Chippewa 
draw-bridge to his works could have beeh cut off, 
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General Riall's whole force would inevitably ^ve 
been captured. I'rudence indeed might forbid 
the commanding General to send out a party of 
his reserve on such a duty, at the very beginniDg 
of an action^ the result of which was doubtAil j but 
lite detour was ordered before the result of the ac* 
tion c6uld be foreseen. General Brown, says^-^ 
^ from General Ripley aud his brigade^ I have re* 
ceived every assistance that I gave them an oppor- 
tunity of retfdering.' 

The American troops gained a splendid victor 
ry, but the enemy was yet secure in a position 
of great strength behind a deep creek, wbidi 
could not be forded within a distance of for^ 
9niles. It was determined to construct a bridge 
find force a passage. July 8th, General Ripley 
was detached on this duty. Crossing the bnc^e 
over Street's creek, he opened a road two^or three 
miles through the woods on the left, and reaching 
the Chippewa one or two miles above the Bii* 
tish, planted his heavy train of artillery for the 
protection of the artilScers, smd even began te 
construct the bridge without exciting alarm or 
being molested. But the British socm appeiyred 
with several pieces of artillery, and opened a &e 
of shells and round shot, which was returned so 
vigorously with grape and canister as t^ force 
them to retreat. Hearing this tremendous can- 
nonade of our 18 pounders at a point which he 
supposed inaccessible to our artillery, GenenJ 
Kiall instead of strengthening the party which he 
had detached, immediately abandoned his jstroag 
poisition, and retired precipitately upon Queens- 
town. The whole American army encamped tile 
same night Jn the enemy's works, having encoos- 
ttered but little of the resistance, which mif^i 
have been made to thepasss^ofthe Cbippewai 
and which perhaps could hwe been made wilb 
"•nplete success. 
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July 9tb) the United States' army proceeded to 
Qaeenstowm Gen. Riall retired to Fort George, 
kaviog a sufficieot garrisoQ eDcamped at Twelve- 
mile creek, three miles distant from the Americaa 
camp, making every exertion to call out the mili- 
tia, and sending down the lake for regular troops* 
£reneral Ripley, persuaded that this was a favour- 
able moment {or a decisive action, strongly ur- 
ged the necessity of immediately pursuing the ene- 
my. But our troops remained ten days idle a| 
Queenslown, and then attempted to besiege Fort 
Geoi^e. In the mean time General RialFs army 
recovered from the late panic, and was strengtl^* 
€ned by the large numbers of militia, called out 
#11 masse. Bad our troops remained three ^ayft 
longer before Fort George, their safety would 
have bew pat to the most imminent hazard, for 
within that time strong reinforcements arrived 
from Kingston to the enemy, so ikA Riall would 
have been emboldened to seiie a strong position 
Wtk our rear. This position must have been carri- 
ed by our army in order t£k effect a retreat ; for 
beii^ destitute of boats, ilwai impossible to cross 
the Niagara below the falls. But on the 22d of 
July our troops fell hack to Queenstown Heights, 
smd on the 24th to Chippewa. 

About this time General Ripley's brigade was 
ttrengtheaed by the veteran battsdion of the 23d 
s«giment, uffider Majpr Brooke,, from Plattsburgb; 
and Colonel Miller, who was promoted to the 
SI St,' arrived, and took commamt of that regi- 
inent. 

The memorable battle of Niagara FaHs, July 
fltfitfai covered' General Ripley and his brigade 
with military glory ; which, though not so dura- 
ble as the tbuftder of the cataniaet, ml} yet be as 
Ermanent as the memory of the action and as the 
aomr isnUeb are awarded to the bravo» 

23* 
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The British having received strong reinforce- 
ments frem Kingston, were put in motion in pur«- 
suit o( the American army. A column of five 
hundred British, under Lieutenant-<oloneI Tuck-* 
er, was detached to Lewistown, on the American 
side of the Niagara, to capture the American 
sick and baggage. General Riall advanced from 
his encampment at Twelve-mile Creek by the- 
Lundy-Lane road, which intersects the river road 
just below the falls ;<— and General Drummond 
inarched from Fort George, on the river road 
direi:t to Chippewa. General Brown, who wat 
BOW meditating the pursuit of General Riall, and a 
long march tm Burlington heights, did not appre-^ 
hend that the enemy was near him, and in axapa-*. 
city to fight him. To recal Colonel Tucker from 
the American side of the river and to pmvlentbis 
searching towards Bufi*alo, General Brown de- 
termined to make a movement towards Queens- 
town, seven miles below the falls. 

General Scott, who was detached with about 
1000 men, marched in the afternoon ; but wheir 
he reached the junction of the Lundy-Iiane^road 
with the road down the river, he found General 
^iall, who had just arrived from the Twelve-mile 
Creek, occupying a strong position. The action 
immediately commenced, at the distance of about 
three miles from the American camp. As soon as^ 
the ^firing was heard. General Ripley formed bis 
brigade, and by order of General Brown advan* 
cedf to the support of General Scott. His bri^ 
gade that morning reported 730 men fit for duty ; 
of these a hundred or more were on guard, or out 
of camp when he was ordered to march. He proh- 
ceeded instantly, and,.with his uncommon rapidly, 
his men actually running a part of the way, bad 
an-ivedon the ground between sunset and daife 
^t this time, General.^ott's.jwjgade haviixe.s8& 
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fered extremely by the tremendous fire of the en- 
emy's artillery of nine pieces planted on a height 
in the centre of their line, was covered in the 
woods. General Ripley, as is stated hy General 
Brown, was ordered to disengage and relieve 
General Scott, by forming a new line ; but the 
precise order was, that he should form on the 
right of General Scott ; and this was the only or- 
der which he received, except the order at the 
close of the action to retire from the field. Hts 
aid. Lieutenant M'Donald, bringing intelligence 
that the right of General Scott would bring him 
in the woods out of the fight, he resolved to ad- 
vance directly towards the enemy. As he advan- 
ced, the fire of the battery was directed at his 
brigade. Two shrapnel! shells only, striking the 
23d regiment, killed and wounded twenty-four 
men. To remain exposed to this dreadful firei 
was impossibles for his brigade also would soon 
be cut to pieces. There was no alternative but 
either to carry the battery, or abandon the field* 
Having made his d^ision. General- Ripley put 
bis brigade in motion to execute the desperate 
enterprise. Regardless of the enemy's fire, he 
marched down the road until he arrived within a 
short distance in front of the height. Here the 
stnoke and darkness favoured him, and being in a 
hollow, the shot passed over his head. In order 
t<> execute bis intentions, he formed in line his gal« 
lant 21st regiment, in which as well- as in Colonel 
Miller, he had perfect confidence, directly fironting 
the battery. He determined to lead himself the 
22d regiment, which consisted partly of recruits, 
and required bis presence, and attack the ene- 
itfy/s left flank to divert their attention from the 
21st. 

Having made his arrangements, he niarched off 
t&e'23d regiment a Uttle to the rights then giving 
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it a direction towards the battery^ led hi» tr(K»pt 
to the attack, being himself od horseback. Ile-» 
ceiviDg the fire of the enemy, the regiment faukr 
tered, but he immediately rallied it and reaewej^ 
the action. Colonel Miller made the assaaUm 
front with determined bravery ; and theliaeof 
infantry, posted for the support of the artillery^ 
being dispersed by the attack on the flaak, tbebat^ 
tery was carried at the first charge. . CoBfidenI 
that the utmost efforts would be directed Uk the 
recovery of this position and of the i^rtillery, Gea'^ 
eral Ripley, immediately se»t his aid to General^ 
Brown, to apprise him of what had been done, aacl 
to request him tt> remove and secure the cannoO} 
but the request was disregarded* \ Advancing im 
line some distance in front of the battery, the 9Si 
regiment with Towson's artillery, was iorn^id ot 
4fae right of the 21st. A part of the 1st regixoeBt^ 
under Lieutenant-colonel Nicholas, was atatkHH 
ed on the left, and on the extreme left the bra;9t 
Oeneral Por<ter with his volunteers^ Before tht 
dose of the battle, the 25th' regiment also, under 
Major Jessup, was directed to be broi^ht icp, aad 
was formed on the right of the whole. In tbii or* 
der the attack was awaited. General Ripley .&» 
rected the front rank to kneei, and not a^^ 
should be fired, until the enemy had ddOhreved lut 
fire^^then, that deliberate aim should be lak^a* 
As the British advanced to the attack, they ret 
ceived such a deadly fire, as to be driven i^gum 
4own the hilL These charges were repeated fivt 
or six times with the same result. At. this period^ 
jBeneral Scott^ eager ta strike a decisive blov,. 
threw himself before General Bipley'a line wbthr 
9mt apprising him of the movement, aitadked tte 
enemy, but was wounded and repulsed. Beiag- 
between two fires, it U suppos^ that ia conae* 
^u^nee 9( the 4arkaes6 aiid'XK>ofiaiQai9^fa6 
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Srom both. Obstinate and indignant at the loss 
of the battery, and at the result of every attempt 
to recover it, the British forces advanced with he- 
roic determination. General Ripley's brigade,^ 
and other troops under his comtaand, were form- 
ed as before* Notwithstanding a most destruc-^ 
tivo fire, the enemy pressed on and engaged with * 
the point of the bayonet Overcome by numbers^ 
our troops on the right and left gave way ; Tow- 
son was obliged to ^ike and abandon his pieces^ 
and total ^comfitore seemed unavoidable. But 
a part of the central brigade, animated by the 
^ilantry of their commander, remained firm ; 
tbo flai^ were rallied by his exertions, and the 
exertions of the brave officers, and the enemy 
was again forced down the hill. This was the ter- 
mination q{ the eojiflict, for at this period, after 
the enemy had been repulsed in the last attack, 
General Ripley received an order from General 
Brown to collect bis wounded, and^retije immedi- 
ately to camp. Upon going to his rear, and finding 
that the cannon had not Men removed, and, ' the 
trophies of victory had not been accomplished^ 
according to his request, be'ordered a detachment 
of Porter's volunteers to drag them off the ground ; 
but the want of ropes rendered it necessary to 
leave them behind. Beside?, the men after fight- 
ing five or six hours, were exhausted by fatigue, 
and incapable of exertion. Nor was it safe to 
linger in the rear, fqfr the enemy immediately 
pressed up the hill, and actually took severti 
prisoners by the side of the artillery; As Gene#> 
ral Ripley marched from the field of battle, but 
two platoons of General Scott's brigade under 
Major Leavenwortb,^ could be collected ; and of 
. the whole army, it was estimated by several ^ffi- 
eers, that no more than 500 men returned wiA 
kim tocaiap» the rest having been dispersed 
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Such was the heroic enterprise, which ^as pro* 
jected, ordered and executed by General XUpley, 
who was on horseback, and frequently in front 
during the whole engagement. Two musket balls 
pierced his hat, another struck a button of his 
coat, and another wounded his horse. The prin- 
cipal officer belonging to his brigade, that fdl,' 
was the brave Major M'Farland of the 23d. Of 
six Generals present^ four were severely, and one 
slightly wounded. General Ripley alone, al- 
though exposed to every danger, was unhurT. In 
this action, there was a greater loss of men in kill*> 
ed and wounded, than occurred in any battle dor-- 
ing the war of the Revolution*— the British ac- 
knowledging a loss of 878 ; and ^our loss but 74% 
The last charge; about the hour of midnight, was 
a fearful and tremendous conflict. 

After the return to camp, General Brown, who 
Btates that he had assigned the command to Gene- 
ral Ripley, yet ordered him, as the day dawned, 
*' to put himself on the field of battle, and meet 
the enemy if he appeared." He was ordered to 
take his own brigade and Porter's volunteers. Be 
inarched accordingly^ but after crossing the Chip* 
pewa, was ordered to furniish refreshments to the 
men. At this time, and not before, the first of Cren- 
eral Scott's brigade, was added to his command. 
Coming in sight of the enemy, and finding that 
t^y occupied the battle ground, retaining their 
cannon, he halted his troops, determined not to 
risk a general action with an enemy ' superior in 
numbers and position.' The wisdom of abandon- 
ing the battery in the night, in order to take it 
again in the morning, was to him inexplicable. If 
he was beaten, he knew that he had no place of 
retreat, and that the whole army would be lost ; 
whereas, if the enemy, by a miracle, should again 
■T>e dislodged and beaten, they would retire in 
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nafety to Fort George. He therefore determined 
to exercise that prudence which indeed is not al- 
ways reputable, but which is essential to the cha- 
racter of a good Genera], and frequently necessary 
to the safety of an army. General Porter con* 
curring with him in opinion respecting the impo- 
licy of the proposed attack, he now resolved. to be 
actualj and not merely nominal, commander of the 
army. For the sake of harmonT» however, ho 
first made a representation to General Brown, 
who at length ordered the troops to return to 
camp, and soon crossed over himself to the Ame- 
rican side of the river. 

. Our army, now left in the unquestioned com- 
mand of General Ripley, was in a critical situation, 
for the whole effective strength, regulars and 
volunteers, did not exceed 2000 men. Sending 
off the sick and wounded, General Ripley burnt 
tne bridge over the Chippewa, and commenced 
his retreat in good order upon Erie, destroying 
every bridge as he passed it, to impede the ad- 
vance of the enemy. He encamped for the night 
opposite to Black Rock. July 27th, he took up 
a position opposite Buffalo : his right resting on 
Fort Erie, and his line extending about 800 yards 
to Snake Hill on the left. Here he determined 
to fortiiy, designating himself the line of defence. 
Majors M'Ree and Wood were the engineers.— 
The old Fort Erie which was extremely feeble^ 
was strengthened, and a strong work, called Fort 
Williams or Towson's battery, was constructed 
on Snake Hill. These two principal works were 
connected by a line of intrenchments and tra- 
verses, which extended also on the right from 
Fort Erie to Niagara river. On the left from 
Snake Hill to the lake, there was an abbatis. 
Thus a triangular space was enclosed. The whole 
army laboured on the lines through the ^ day,. 
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and same of the more athletic in the night«^ Du- 
ring the whole night, one third of the officers and 
men were kept up to the works, attended by Ge- 
*iieral Ripley or some one of his family, ready to 
resist a sudden attack. By such great exertions 
a respectable defence was in a few days construct- 
ed. It was four or five days before General 
Drunimond, with a much superior force, encam- 

{led opposite Black Rock, having unaccountably 
ost an opportunity, which could not be retrieved. 
To his surprise he found our troops strongly for- 
tified. 

General Gaines, who arrived from Sackett\i 
Harbour on the 4th or 5 th of August, being su- 
perior in rank, took the command at Fort £rie j 
but the system of vigilance and defence, whicb 
had been instituted, was continued. General 
Ripley resumed the command of his brigadte, 
which ^as stationed on the left flank. 

The camp at Fort Erie was attacked by the 
"British on the 15th of August, They were rqpul-. 
sed. On this occasion the dispositions of Gene- 
ral Ripley were so judiciously made, that he re- 
ceived no orders from the commanding officer 
General Gaines. The particulars of this affair 
are distinctly given in consequence of the unwar- 
rantable report of General Brown of September 
1st, censuring him '^ for not meeting and beatiag 
the enemy on the 26th of July." Apprehensive m 
the designs of the British, General Kipley ordered 
tip his whole brigade to the works, and apprised 
(by his aid) General Gaines of the intenticNiSr af 
the British who were advancing 1500 strong, ^' 
the left by the point Abino road, secretly, with a9 
flints in their guns, relying on the bayonets f«r 
^success. Lieutenant Bellknap, of the 23d, who ; 
commanded the pickiet guard .200 yards in 4 
vance, first discovered the enemy, gave IfaemL 
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fire and retired in good order. His exertions 
to save his men had nearly' cost him his life, as he 
T^as so hard pushed that he was bayoneted when 
entering the sally post, but recovered. The 
attack was so much resisted bv a destructive fire 
from Towson's battery and the 21st regiment 
of infantry, under Major Wood, who comman- 
ded in the absence of Colonel Miller, then on 
business at Buffalo, that they _were compelled to 
retreat. The enemy renewed the attack and 
were again repulsed. Two hundred of the Bri- ^ 

fis'h waded into the lake in order to pass the ^ 

American abbatis and gain possession of their 
works. These were repulsed by a destructive 
fire of two companies of reserve under Captain 
Marston, ordered down to the water's edge ty 
General Ripley. The British were repulsed on 
his flank, with the loss of 147 prisoners ; and Gen- . 
eral Ripley detached five comrpanies to aid the 
American right. The loss of the British was, by 
their own report, 905, while that of the Americans 
amounted only to 84. General Gaines did not 
judge it prudent to mafke a sortie. General 
Gaines was wounded in his quarters by a shell on 
the 28th of August, and General Ripley was con- 
tinued by General Brown, in command, during 
the siege, which lasted for six weeks. He was 
frequently exposed to danger from the numerous 
shells which the enemy threw into the fort, during 
its investment. The report of General Brown, 
iflduced General Ripley to demand a court of 
inquiry — Fearful of its result. General Brown re- 
fused the equitable request. In order to wipe 
away the stigma, ungenerously attempted to be 
cast on his reputation, General .P-ipley applied 
to the Secretary at War, for redress, and the 
Secretary promised that a court of inquiry should 
be held as soon as the officers requiisite for hold- 
VOL. n. 34 
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ing sucb a court, could be spared from the ser* 
vice. Jn executing a sortie, on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, General Ripley coramabded the reserve, 
vrhich he early brought up to support the advance^ 
After the British batteries were carried, Gene- 
ral Brown committed the whole to General Rip- 
ley's command, with orders to act as circum- 
stances might require. The Genial attempted 
an attack on the enemy's camp, and was wound- 
ed in the advance by a musket ball, and carried, 
apparently dead, to Fort Erie. The attempt 
was successful — the cannon of two or three of 
their batteries were spiked, and the Americans 
returned to their quarters, the loss of both parties 
being nearly equal. At the close of the cam- 
paign, Fort £rie was abandoned, and the Ame* 
rican army crossed over to Buffalo. Ripley's 
wound was very dangerous, and his sufferings 
were excruciating. He travelled by slow stages, 
and arrived at Albany, in February, 1815, and 
finally recovered. As soon as the service per- 
mitted. Generals Dearborn, Bissel, and Major 
Porter, were appointed a Court of Inquiry, and 
witnesses summoned, according to Genera] Rip- 
ley's request. General BrowR used every exer- 
tion to prevent the sitting of the court, but Greoe- 
ral Ripley persisted in his request. However, to 
save the reputation of General Brown in public 
o^nion, an order from the Secretary at war, by 
itirection of the President of the United States 
^ was r^eived in March, dissolving the court, and, 
" as a salvo for Ripley's wounded feelings, a Ma* 
jor-general'S commission by brevet, was awarded 
him, bearing date the 25th of July, precedkig 
the day on which the battle of magara was 
fought. Peace shortly after was announced, wUcb 
caused a reduction in the army. The GenenJ 
had not occasion to seiy entirely^ that nepulAel 
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are ungrateful, whatever may liave been the 
disposition of the Cabinet towards him, in award- 
ing to others undeserved honours. The Le- 
gislature of the State of Georgia, passed him a 
vote of thanks — that of New-York a vote of 
thanks, and a sword ; and the Congress of the 
United States, a vote of thanks and a gold medal^ 
'as a recognition of his valuable services. On the 
reduction of the army, the voice of the public in 
his favour was such, that he was continued on the 
peace establishment ; although some others who 
bad spent their lives in their country's service, 
through intrigue and cabal, were thrown into the 
vale of obscurity and private .life. 

Id his person be is tall, but well formed. His 
features are strongly marked, and his counte- 
nance open — his disposition mild. His versatile 
talents have gained him celebrity, alike in the fo- 
rum, the field, and the Cabinet, and should the 
harsh clangour of arms, again call him to the field 
in his country's defence — this past life warrants 
the belief that he will do his country much more 
nervier* 



MAJOB-GENESAIi 

WIN FIELD SCOTT. 

Virginia claims the honour of General Winfield 
Scott's birth. He was born in Dinwiddie coun- 
ty, near Petersburg, on the 1 3th June, 178d. His 
classic pursuits were elosed in William and Mary 
College. Having undergone the probationary 
studies of the law, he settled in Petersburg, and 
commenced its practice in 1806, after he had at- 
tained his 21st year. However he may have been 
pattered with the prospects of success is imma- 
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terial. After the affair of the Chesapeake is 1807, 
he applied and received a Captain's commission 
in the regiment of light artillery raised by Con- 
gress, upon the enlargement of the United States' 
army, after that event. At Richmond late in 
the fall of 1808, Captain Seott, received the 

Say of his men for the months of September and 
October, as appeared by the pay-roll of his com-' 
pany. Early In 1809, be embarked under Color 
nel Parker, from Norfolk, for New-Orleans. Af-: 
ter his arrival at his destination, he complained 
of the appointment of a Captain Bankhead over 
bira. His General informed him of the proper 
mode of redress, fo^ which the Captain was 
very thankful. In the insipiency of the sammer 
of the same year, he applied for, and obtained a 
furlough from General Wilkinson for 60 or 90 
days, to return to Virginia, having declared that 
it was his intention to resign, his only motive for 
entering the army being the spur of the O€casion^ 
in consequence of the Chesapeake affair. 

During this period he was engaged with aDn 
Claude, of Maryland, a Surgeon in the army, in 
an affair of a personal nature, and, however great 
he may have displayed personal courage amid 
the conflict of armies, he is said not to have maoi* 
fested that cool intrepidity on this occasion so 
highly appreciated in the character of a knight- 
errant, in the days of ancient chivalry. 

As soon as Colonel Parker had a knowledge of 
Captain Scott's furlough by report, he- applied tp 
General Wilkinson to know its truth. The Gene- 
ral verified it. Upon this Colonel Parker re- 
marked to the General, that he hoped Captain 
Scott would settle with his men for their two 
month's pay prior to his departure. Captain 
Scott having debarked for Virginia on furlaugh, 
his command devolved on Lieutenant John H. T. 
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Estis, to whom his company preferred a formal 
complaint at T^rra-au-Boeuf ; which with accoro* 

«anyiog documents, was delivered to General 
Wilkinson, in 1810. The letter oF Lieutenant 
Estists dated, July 9, 1810. The certificate from 
the War Department verifying the pay-roll as 
given in by Captain Scott, is dated June 28^ 1810^ 
A number of the non-commissioned officers, musr- 
cians and privates, of the Captain's command 
made oath at Terre-au Boeuf the 9th of July, 1809, 
that at no time had they ever receipted any roll 
for pay 9 or received any monies due them from the 
United States, for their services during the months 
of September and October, 1808. 

On his arrival at the seat of government, the* 
Captain obtained an extension of furlough, and did 
not rejoin his company until the last month of au- 
tumn or the first of winter, following. 

Dr. Upsbaw, a Surgeon* in the army had a dif- 
ference with Captain Scott, prior to bis departure 
to the Atlantic States, and a personal interview of 
parties was prevented by a sick-bed which almost 
prostrated the Doctor at the threshold of a more 
direful opponent. However, the Doctor having 
recovered, after the return of Captain Scott, he, 
upon a, knowledge of the Captain's delin<|uency, 
preferred charges against him. A court of inqui- 
ry was held, which resulted in the caU of a court- 
martial. The court, after giving him a full hear- 
ing, in consequence of ample testimony, found 
him guilty in a qualified^sense and* suspended him 
from command for twelvemonths. Theconse* 

Juenee of this, was an affair of honour^ between 
laptain Scott and Dr. IJpshaw. On this occasion- 
the Captain is said to have behaved as he did in a 
similar affi^ir with Dn Claude. 

Although the charges were exhibited against 
Captaia Scott| while General Wilkinson commaa- 

24* 
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ded en the New-Orleans station, yet the conrt 
was held and the sentence made known while 
General Hampton was the superior officer. 

Captain Scott next appeared on the public 
stage in the character of a Judge-advocate, on 
the trial of Colonel Cusfaing, in March, 1812. On 
this occasion he overacted his part in the persecu- 
tion of that officer, who had grown grey in ser- 
vice. As Judge-advocate, he prepared an ac- 
count of that trial and gave it for publication in 
the Analectic Magazine, before it had received the 
sanction of superior power. 

Captain Scott left New-Orleans with General 
Hampton, in 1812, and having arrived at the seat 
of government, was appointed a Lieutenant-co- 
lonel of the 2d regiment of artillery, ander Colo- 
nel Izard, over the heads of men who had been 
from twelve to fifteen years in the service. The 
confirmation of this nomination in the Senate itf 
the United States met with some opposition, and 
owed its success to Mr. Giles, a Senator from 
Virginia. 

Early in the autumn, after his elevation, Colonel 
Scott repaired to the Niagara frontier of the Uni- 
ted States with two companies of his regiment, 
and took station at Black Rock. The first -active 
service in which Colonel Scott was ever engaged 
with the enemies of his country was a brush with 
the British in consequence of the grounding of 
the Adams under the guns of the British batteries^ 
after her capture from the eoemy by Captain 
Elliot of the navy, assisted by Captain To w|soii:of 
the United States* artillery, on the 9th of October^ 
In the unsuccessful invasion of Canada on the Ni- 
agara, frontier,* under Major-general Van Renn- 
seiaer, Lieutenant-colonel Scott was taken prison- 
er, with 139 of his regiment, when' valiantly con- 
tending against a superior force; on Queenstowa 



MILITARY AND NAVAL HEROES. 283 

HeightSji and was sent as such to Quebec. A- 
bout a fncntb after he ^nbarked for Boston, on 
parole, and was regularly exchanged in January, 
1813. After his return to active service he joined 
General Dearborn in the character of Adjutant- 
general of the northern army. 

Ma|or-general Dearborn, with near 5000 men, 
now determined on attempting the reduction of the 
Peninsula on the opposite side of the straits. Of 
this, fort George was the bulwark. The necessa- 
ry arrangements having been completed, at one 
o'clock in the morning, May 27th, the whole army 
embarked on Lake Ontario, three miles east from 
Fort Niagara. It was arranged in 'six divisions 
of boats ; the first contained the advance guard 
under Colonel Scott. This was followed by Col* 
onel Porter with the field train, the brigades of 
Boyd, Winder, and Chandler, and a reserve un- 
der Colonel Macomb. 

Commodore Chauncey, with his squadron, fa- 
voured the descent, by the fire of his small schoo-' 
ners j and Captain Perry, then serving under 
Commodore Chauncey, volunteered to conduct 
the divisions. In the discharge of this duty, be 
was present at every point where he could be 
useful, under showers of musketry, and rendered 
very essential services to the advance guard, which 
lie accompanied nearly to its point of attack. 

At nine in the morning, Colonel Scott effected 
his landing, inigood order, under a heavy fire of 
musketry and artillery, about a mile and a quar- 
ter from the village of Newark, and the same dis- 
tance west of the mouth of the Niagara. , He form- 
ed his line on the beach of the lake, covered bv 
a bank of twelve or fifteen feet in height, which 
served as a parapet against the enemy's fire. — 
Thi$ bank was to be scaled against the bayonets 
of tbe eaemy^ who bad now drawii up bis forces. 
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1500 strong, immediately on its brow. They 
were soon driven from their ground by a brisk 
and vigorous charge, but rallied, and took a se- 
cond position behind a ravine, at a little distance. 
A short action ensued, which ended in the total 
rout of the enemy at every point. During the 
last five minutes, Boyd had landed in the rear of 
the advance guard, and a part of his brigade par- 
ticipated in the action. Colonel Scott pursued 
the rout as far as the village, where he was Joined 
by the 6tb regiment, under Colonel Miller ; from 
thence the enemy was closely pressed at a distance 
of five miles up the river, until Scott was recalled 
from the pursuit by order of General Lewis. As 
the American troops approached towards Fort 
George, it was perceived that the garrison wer« 
in the act of abandoning the work. Two comj^ 
nies were instantly detached from the head of tke 
pursuing column, to prevent this movement, and 
some prisoners were made. They Were at the dis- 
tance of about eighty paces from the fort, when 
one of its magazines blew up with a dreadful ex- 
plosion. The front gate was instantly forced by 
the Americans ; Scott was the first to enter, and 
took with his own bands the British flag yet wa- 
ving over the works. At the same time Captains- 
Hindsman and Stockton snacbed away the match- 
es which had been applied by the retreating gar- 
rison to three other magazines. 

In these several affairs, the tottf loss of the 
American army, in killed and wouQoed, amounted 
to 120, of which 89 were of Colonel Scott's com- 
mand ; 107 of the enemy were killed at the point 
of ascent from the bank, and the whole number 
of prisoners was 264. 

On being promoted to a regiment, Colonel^ 
Scott resigned the office of Adjutaot-general^ in 
the month of July, 1813. 
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It had been determined, as all our readers well 
remember, to collect a large force at Sackelt's 
Harbour, with a view to an enterprise against 
Kiogslon or Montreal, towards the close of the 
campaign. The force under General Wilkinsd*. 
accordingly embarked at Fort George on the 2d 
of October, and proceeded down the lake. Col- 
onel Scott was left in command of a garrison of 
some seven' or eight hundred men, regulars and 
militia, for the defence of Fort George. The 
British army, in the meanwhile, remained inac- 
tive in the position which it held for some time, 
at the distance of four miles from the fort, until 
October 9th, when General De Rottenburg sud- 
denly broke up his encampment, and retreated to 
Burlington Heights, a distance of 53 miles, aban- 
doning the whole Niagara frontier. During the 
seven days In which he was kept in suspense by 
the threatening aspect of De Rottenburg, Colo- 
nel Scott made the greatest exertions to strength- 
en his defences. The enemy, however, did not 
think it prudent to attack him. 

Colonel Scott was accordingly relieved in the 
command of Fort George, by Brigadier-general 
M'Clure of the New-Tork militia, and marched 
biis garrison towards Sackett's Harbour, to join 
the expedition under General Wilkinson, which 
was then preparing to descend the St. Lawrence* 
After a forced march of nineteen days, through 
rain and mud, during the whole of which time 
the sun was not visible for twelve hours, he learn- 
ed upon his arrival in the neighbourhood of Sack- 
ett's Harbour, that the expedition had already ta- 
ken its departure. He therefore left his column^ 
and by a forced effort of two days and one night, 
came up with the army, and joined it just above 
Os^ensburgh and Prescott. He was assigned to 
the command of a battalion in the corps (TeUtt 



296 BIOGRAPHY or AMERICAir 

under Colonel Macomb. . In the subsequent de- 
scent cC the St. Lawrence, he commanded the 
van of the army. 

The termination of this cati^paign, was the ret 
suit of intrigue, and General Wilkinson, the Com* 
roander, became its viAim, at the head of which 
were General Armstrong the Secretary at War, 
and Brigadier-general Hampton, who avoided 
the punishment of disobedience of orders by a 
timely resignation. 

Colonel Scott spent a great part of the follow- 
ing winter at Albany. Early In March, 1814, he 
was promoted to the rank of Brigadier-general, 
and joined Major-general Brown there, on his 
route to the Niagara frontier, early in ApriL^ — 
Soon after, General Brown was recalled to Sack** 
ett's Harbour, and the command, in consequence, 
devolved on Brigadier-general Scott, who imme*. 
diately assembled the army, and established a 
camp of instruction at Buffalo. All the officers 
were drilled by the Commanding (xeneral in per* 
jum; these then instructed the rank and file ; coi&- 
panies were then formed and subjected to the 
same process; next battalions, which were also 
instructed by General Scott in person, and fiBally 
the troops were carried through the evolutions of 
the brigade and the line, with the same strict at- 
tention to science and method. The army be- 
came well organized, and the strictest routine 
and discipline were established throughout the 
whole. • 

In June, Major-general Brown returned to 
dv'ffalo with reinforcements, and on the 3d of July 
the campaign opened. The Niagara was passed^ 
and Fort Erie taken on the same day : the fort 
was taken possession of by a battalion of the first 
of Scott's brigade, under Major Jessup^ Thence 
the American army ;noved towards Chippewa, 
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the first brigade being ten hours in advance, and 
took a position a mile and a half above Chippe- 
wa, having a small stream immediately in front, 
beyond which lay an extensive plain ; its right 
rested on the Niagara, and left upon a wood.-r 
From this the British, Indians and militia annoyed 
the pickets, until Brigadier-general Porter, with 
Sis command of militia, volunteers, and friendly 
Indians drove them back upon Chippewa, where 
lie met the whole British column, in order of bat- 
de, advancing to the attack. General Porter's 
light troops soon gave way, in spite of his person- 
al gallantry. The cloua which arose, and the 
heavy firing, apprised General Brown of the ap* 
proacb of the main body of the British. It was 
now five o'clock in the afternoon, when Scott was 
advimcing with his brigade, to drill on the very 
ground on which the action had been fought. On 
the march, he met General Brown, who passed on 
to put the reserve in motion. When Scott's bri- 
l^ade arrived at the bridge over the stream, two 
burning paces in front of the camp, the enemy 
was discovered already in order of battle on the 
plain, supported by a heavy battery, within point- 
blank shot of die bridge. Under a heavy fire of 
artillery, General Scott passed the bridge with 
some loss, and formed his line ; the first and se- 
cond battalions, under majors Leavenworth and 
M'Netl, formed to the front, parallel to the enemy, 
and opposite to his left and centre : the third bat- 
talion, under major Jessup, broke ofi* to the left, 
and advanced to the front in column to attack the 
enemy's right wing, which rested on a wood. 
-jTowson's battery took a position on the right of 
our army, resting on the river. General Scott 
sooo perceived, that although there were no inter- 
vals in the British line, yet their right wing far 
outflankad hi^ left. This .caused the movement 
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of Major Jessup; and to remedy the defect of in- 
ferior numbers, the interval was greatly enlarged 
between the other two battalions. AU these 
movemenU were made under the galling fire of 
the enemy's musketry and artillery. The action 
then became general : Major Jessup, two fanndred 
yards in front, engaged and broke otf the enemy's 
right wing in the wood from his general line, which 
continued to advance in the plain. Brigadier- 
General Scott, who had advanced in line from his 
original position to meet the enemy, now halted 
for a moment. The success in the wood gave the 
enemy's line on the plain, which continued to ad- 
vance, a new flank, and the enlarged interval be- 
tween the battalions of Leavenworth and M'NeiL 
enabled the General to throw the battallion of the 
latter forward on its right, so as to stand obliquelv 
^? L^^ m?™^'' ^''^''Se, and flanking him o^ the 
right. 1 his movement combined with the fire <rf 
Leavenworth's battalion and that of Towsoa'^ 
battery, decided the action on the plain in favour 
ot inferior numbers; whilst, at the sameiime, the 
JSritish right in the wood was completely routed 
by Major Jessup. At the distance of thirty paces, 
the whole line broke, and retreated in co»fusion 
4o his works behind the Chippewa. 

This .action was fought independent of ihe re- 
seri^^nder General l«pley, which made a deta^ 
hy order of General Brown to the left, with a 
view of gaining the rear of the enemy, under cover 

^me^ir. K r^"'?^ ^^'" ""^^^ ^^ '^^^ decided 
some lime before the reserve could gain its posi- 

won. wad the commanding General suflfered the 

detour to have been made in due season, the vie- 

tory^would have been more complete. The rela- 

uve force of the two armies actually eniraffed was 

i.700 «,en, all regular troops, supported by the 



8th regiment, 450 strong. The 100th regiment, 
which was on the left of the British line, command- 
ed by the Marqiusof Tweedale, late aid-de-camp 
to Lard Wellington, brought into action 700 men. 
He paraded the next day but 264. The other re- 
giments engaged, suffered proportionAbly. 

General Porter's command, was not engaged 
after their retreat; the whole action was subse- 
quently sustained by Scott's brigade, which in- 
cluding Towson's artillery, consisted of but l^SOO 
men fit for duty; 150 were on the different guards 
and pickets, and not in the action : t^ie American 
>force, actually engaged, did not exceed 1,200 
men. 

Two days after the action, the army passed the 
Chippewa ; it lay at Queenstown for two weeks, 
part of the time within gun shot of the forts at the 
mouth of the Niagara, then recrossed the Chip- 
pewa, and encamped at its mouth on the ^4th July. 
'On the 25th of July, Major Gen. Brown, unappri- 
zed of the arriral of Lieut. Gen. Drummond's 
army from Kingston and Prescott, and^his junc- 
tion with Riall, received false information, (at the 
.time accredited,) that General Riall had detached 
d large body of troops across the Niagara to 
Lewistown, as was supposed, to seize or intercept 
the baggage and stores which were at Schlossh^er, 
and on the road thither. General Brown thought 
to divert the enemy from his object by recalling 
his attention tQ his own posts at the mouth of the 
Wiagara. Brigadier-general Scott consequently 
was ordered to march rapidly upon ^ueenstown^ 
and. the order ^as promptly executed. The 
whole force undier his immediate command, con- 
sisted of four small battalions under Colonel Bra- 
dy, ^nd Majors Jessup, Leavenworth, and M'Neil, 
^irith Towson's company of artillery, in all 920 
tnett; the pickets and guards of the brigade being 



aOO BIOOBAPHY OF AMEBICAST 

left behind, were not included. To these were 
added Harris's troop of light dragoons and some 
monnted volonteers, making an aggregate of 1050 
men. With this force, Brigadier*general Scott 
marched from the camp ; the enemy were soon 
diseovered, and.reported to Major-general Browu. 
At nearly three miles from the camp, and just in 
the vicinity of the cataract of Niagara^ Scott kani'- 
ed that the enemy was in some force directly in 
front, a narrow piece of woodland alone intercept- 
ing them from his view. This proved to be the 
advance corps of Drummond's army, then in 
march to attack the American army in its position 
at Chippewa. On a closer reconnoitre, this force 
was found to be drawn up on a ridge, running out 
at right angles from the Niagara. Notwithstand- 
ing their superiority of number, General Scott 
resolved on the attack. Waiting only ta commu- 
nicate this information to the commanding Gener- 
al, he advanced upon them, and by the time the 
message was delivered, the action had been com- 
menced, and had already become close and ge- 
neral, some time before the reiiiaindcr of the divi- 
sion crossed the* Chippewa. 

The enemy bad already 1500 men in line ; the 
remainder of Drummond's army were on their 
march from Fort George, and arrived successively 
at intervals of fifteen and twenty minutes. Of 
the line in view, the left rested on the road, be- 
tween which and the river was a space of 200 
paces in breadth,^ covered by woods. Ma|or Jes- 
sup, sustained by Colonel Brady, was ordered to 
penetrate this wood, and turn the eoenaiy's left 
wing. The action now opened in front, on the 
part of Scott's artillery and his two remaining 
battalions. The dragoons were not engaged •n 
either side. The enemy, finding that he far out- 
flanked onhis right, threw forward two battalions 
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to take oui* army on the left. These were prompt- 
ly beaten out of the field ; at the 'same moment 
the action was desperately contested in front by 
Towson and Colonel Brady, whilst Jessup com- 
pletely succeeded in turning the enemy's left, ta- 
king prisoner Mayor-general Riall* and several 
other officers on the rear, and then charged back 
through the enemy's line, cutting off a portion of 
that wing, and showing himself again to his own 
army in a blaze of fire. The action, which had 
commenced half an hour before sun-set, had now 
lasted until about half after eight. < The enemy's 
right wing had been beaten out of the field, his 
left turned and cut off; his centre alone remained 
firm, resting on a height considerably above the 
general elevation of the ridge, and supported by 
nine pieces of artillery. But fresh battalions were 
joinirtg the enemy every iustant from below. 
Such was the state of the action^ when Major-ge- 
,Deral Brown arrived with the reserve, after the 
battk bad thu^ raged for an hour and forty mi- 
nutes. The remainder of the action, after €£ener* 
zi Brown had assumed the command, cannofbe* 
better related than in his own words. ^^ Appre- 
hending," says he, ^' that Scott's brigade was much 
exhausted, and knowing that it had suffered se« 
verely, I determined to interpose a new line with 
the advancing troops, and thus disengage it and 
hold its brigade in reserve. Orders were accord- 
ingly given to General Ripley. The British ar- 
tillery occupied a hill, advantageously, which was 
the kev to the whole position. It was supported 
by a tine of infantry. To secure the victory, it 
was necessary to carry the artillery, and seize the 

♦ Captfidn Ketchum of the 25th, was theofficer who 
took General Kiall personally. 



292 BIMft^PHT OF AMEBICAN 

height. The duty was assigned to Colonel Miller, 
who advanced steadily to his object, and carried 
the height and the cannon. General Ripley 
brought up the 23d to his. support, and the enemy 
disappeared from before them. The enemy ral- 
lying his forces, and, as is believed, having receiv- 
ed reinforcements, now attempted to drive us 
from our position, and regain his artillery. Our 
line was unshaken, and ihe enemy repulsed. Two 
other attempts, having the same object, had the 
same issue. General Scott was again engaged in 
repelling the former of those ; and the last I saw 
of him on the field of battle, he was near the head 
of his column, and giving to its march a direction 
that would have placed him on his enemy's right 
Having been for some time wdunded, and being a 
good deal exhausted by loss of blood, it became 
joy wish to devolve the command on General 
Scott, and retire from the field : but on enquiring, 
I learned that he was disabled by wounds : I there- 
fore kept my post, and had the satisfaction to. see 
the enemy's last effort repulsed." 

General Scott was finally disabled by a WQunjd 
from a musket ball through his right shoulder, 
which he received about half past ten, just before 
the final close of the action. He had been wound- 
ed two hours before, in the left side, had lost two 
horses, killed under him, and his £ud, Lieutenant 
Worth, and bis Brigade-major, Smith, had both 
been wounded by his side. The total loss of his 
brigade was 490 in killed and wounded, out of 
920, including more than 30 officers. 

The conduct of General Scott in this battle, is 
said to have displayed more of bravery than of 
prudence. — ^Time alone can develop the truth of 
the assertion. 

' On the day in which this action^ took place. 
Brigadier-general Scott was appointed, by the 
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Pfesident, a Major-general by brevet His wounds 
were for some time exceedingly painful and dan-r 
gerous, and obliged 'hhn to retire for a time from 
active service* As soon as he was convalescent, 
be was appointed to the command of the tenth 
B)tlitary district, where he- was stationed. Beside 
bis military rank, be has received many testimo* 
Dials of respect : amoDg which are a vote of thanks, 
and'ameda)^ from Congress; a sword presented^ 
by the citizens of his native place, Petersburg ; a 
«word and a vote of thanks from the Legislature^ 
of Virginia ; and his name has been given to a ne\F 
county of that state. In addition to these ci?il 
honours, he received a literary one from Prince- 
ton College, which was -conferred in a very flatter- 
ing manner^ 

Me repaired to Baltimore and iassumed his com- 
mand a short time after the enemy had retreated 
ftom before that city. He was received with 
much distinction. General Smith, of the Maryland 
militia, the hero of Mud Fort, in the revolutiona- 
ry war, who commanded during the attack on 
that place, immediately resigned. It was thought 
by the inhabitants, that General Scott had not 
treated hin>)-on his arrival,, with that respect that 
delicacy and politeness required — At least such 
was the reason assigned at the^time, for General 
Smith's resignation. After peace was restored, on 
the reduction of the army* General Scott- wa& re- 
tained in the servie^i over the beads of men /wfao 
had grown grey in service. Having obtained a 
furlough, he visited England and France, and on 
his return, he was appointed to command, with his 
head-quarters at rhiladelphia^ and afterwards 
tpansferred to New- York, where he at present re^ 
flaains. He married a lady of Virginia, of one of 
tbe firstfamiUes of his native state%. The. Gkneral 

25* 
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it rising SIX feet in heighti and iall aad slender in 
his person. ^^ 

' He is accused of proneaess to intrtgne, and is 
said to have derived much of bis fame and milita- 
ry consequence from that circumstance. Whether 
he merits the exalted rank he now holds, or the 
charge alleged against him by his adversaries, 
time only can determine. His present biographer 
is averse to every species of flattery, and can only 
apeak of him &om the materials laid before the 
public eye, as he is not intimately acquainted 
with bis private history. 



CAPTAIN 

ISAAC HULL 

Was born at Derby, in the state of Connecticut, 
about ten miles from New-Haven. Having receiv- 
ed a school education, he adopted the profession 
of a seaman, in which be aftterwards became roas- 
ter of a vessel. He was in this situation at the first 
establishment of the navy, and, at that time, re- 
ceived the appointment of a lieutenant. He al- 
ways ranked high as an excellent seaman, an sA* 
lentive and ^gilant officer. It is only since the de- 
claratioir of the war With Great Britain, that Ci4>- 
tain Hull has become an. object of public attention 
by two brilliant exploits ; the one exhibiting an 
instance of admirable skill as a seaman, and the 
other, of his gallantry as an officer. 

Leaving Chesapeake Bay on the i2th of July, 
1812, in the Constitution, of forty- four guns, be, 
on the 17th, fell close in with aBritii^ squadron, 
consisting of one ship of the line, foi|f frigate^ a 
brig and a schooner, the nearest frigate witUn 
gun-shot. It wm a dead^^alm, and the only head- 
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ay to be made was by lowing. The enemy at- 
iched all his boats to two frigates, and by so do-* 
ig, gained on the Constitution, so as to bring some 
This bow guns to bear on her. In this situation 
ley continued all day, the Constitution occasion- ' 
ly firing her stern chaser^ ; and it was not until 
e next morning that a light breeze enabled her 
• escape from an enemy so much superior in 
rce, as to render a cqntest desperate. The 
bole chase lasted sixty hours, and daring all that 
ne the gallant crew remained at their stations 
thout a murmur. Nothing can evince a more 
icided superiority of activity and skill on the 
irt of the Americans, than this extraordinary es- 
pe from two frigates towed by the boats of a 
uadron of seven vessels. It is related on good 
thority, that the enemy himself expressed his 
Imiration of the skill with which Captain Hull 
gmoeuvred his vessel and effected his escape. 
The public notice taken of this affair, and the 
aises bestowed on Captain Hull, induced him, on 
riving at Boston, to insert the following card in 
^ books of the Exchange Coffee-House. 
" Captain Hull finding that his friends in Bos- 
1 are correctly informed of his situation when 
Bised by the British squadron off New- York, and. 
It they are good enough to give him more cred- 
for having escaped it than he ought'^to claim, 
Les this opportunity of requesting tUem to trans- 
their good wishes to Lieutenant Morris and the 
ler brave officers, and the crew under hts com- 
md, for the very great exertions and prompt 
entioR to bis orders, while the enemy were m 
aiae. Captain Hull has great pleasure in say* 
^, that notwithstanding the length of the chase, 
i the officers and crew being deprived of sleep,^ 
i allowed but little refreshment during the time, 
t Ik murnauf was heard to escape them*'' 
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On the nineteenth of August, 1812, Captai^ 
Hull, with the same vessel, the same officers, and 
the same crew, fell in with a large frigate, which 
struck to him after a close action of thirty minutes. 
She proved to be his Majesty^s ship Guerriere, 
rated at thirty -eight jguns, and carrying fifty ^ 
commanded by Captain J. R. Dacres, who some 
time before had politely endorsed on the register 
of a merchant ship, an invitation to Captain Hull 
to give hira a meeting of this kind. We give the 
particulars of the action in his own words. 

United States* frigate Constitution, off 
Boston Light, August 30, 1812. 

Sir — ^I have the honour to inform you, that on 
the 19th instant, at two P. M. being in latitude 41^ 
42, and longitude 5^, 48, with the Constitutioii 
under my command, a sail wa& discovered from 
the mast-head, bearing e. by 9* or e. s. £. but 
at such a distance we could not tell what she was* 
All s^l was instantly made in chase, and soon 
found we came up with her. At 3 p. m. could 
plainly see that she was a ship on the starboard 
tack, under easy sail, close on a wind; at half 
past three p. h. made her out to be a frigate ; 
continued the chase until we were within about 
three miles, when I ordered the light sails to h% 
taken in, the courses hauled up, and the ship cleai> 
ed for action. At this time the chase had backed 
his main* top^sail, waiting for us to come down; 
As soon as the Constitution was ready for actioni 
I 'bore down with an intention to bring him to 
dose action immediately, but on our coming with- 
in gun-sbot, she gave' us a broadside, and filled' 
away, and wore, giving us a broadside oo the oth* 
er tack, but without efiect ; her shot falling short. 
She continued wearing and manoeuvring for about 
three quarters of an hour, to get a raking position^ 

but finding she, could not, she bore - up^ and ri» 
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inder her top-saiU and jib, with the wind on the 
[uarter. I immediately made sail, to bring the 
hip up with her, and five minutes before six p. m* 
eing alongside within half pistol shot, we com- 
lenced a heavy fire from all our guns, double 
lotted with round and grape, and so well direct- 
1 were they, and so warmly kept up, that in fif- 
en minutes 'his mizen-mast wept by the board, 
id his main yard in the slings, and the hull, rig- 
ng and sails very much torn to pieces. The fire 
IS kept up with equal warmth for fifteen minutes 
ager, when his main-mast and fore-mast went, 
king with them every spar, excepting the bow- 
rit. On seeing this we ceased firing, so dhat in 
rty minutes after we got fairly alongside the en* 
y, she surrendered, and had not a spar stand** 
;, and her hull below and above water so shat* 
ed, that a few more broadsides must have car- 
d her down. 

Lfter informing you that so fine a ship as the 
erriere, commanded by an able and experienc* 
ojQScer, had been totally dismasted, and other* 
e cut to pieces so as to make her not worth tow-> 
into port, in the short space of thirty minutes, 
1 can have no doubt of the gallantry and good 
duct of the officers and ship's company I have 

hcoiour to command. It only remains with 
to assure you, that they all fought with great 
i^ery ; and it gives me great pleasure to say, 

from the smallest boy in the ship, to the old- 
seaman, not a look of fear was seen. They 
rent into action, giving three cheers, and re- 
ting to be laid close alongside the enemy. 
Inclosed I have the honour to send you a list 
lied and wounded on board the Constitution, 

a report of the damages she has sustained ; 
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also a list of the killed and wounded od board the 
enemy, with his quarter bill, &cc. 

I have the hounour to be, 
with very great respect. 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC HULL. 
The Honourahh Patd Hamilton^ ^9\ 

Return of killed and wounded on board the 
United States' frigate Constitution, Isaac Hull, 
Esq. Captain, in the action with his Majesty's ship 
Guerriere, James R. Dacres, Esq. Captain, on 
the 20th day of August, 1812. 

Killed. 

William S. Bush, first Lieutenant of marines. 
Jacob Sage, Robert Brice, John Brown, James 
Read, Caleb Smith, James Asbford, seamen. 

Wounded. 

Charles Morris, first Lieutenant, dangerously. 
John C. Aylwin, master, slightly. Richard Dunn, 
seaman, dangerously. George Reynolds, Daniel 
Lewisi Owen Taylor, ordinary seaman, dang^Xr 
ously. Francis Mullen, marine, slightly. 

Recapitulation, 

Kilkd. — One Lieutenant of marines and six sea*> 
men — ^Total killed, 7. 

Wounded. — Two officers, four seamen, and one 
marine — Total wounded, 7. 

Total killed and wounded, 14. 

The loss on board the Guerriere is stated to be 
15 killed, 62 wounded, and 24 missing. 

Since the affair of the Guerriere, Captain HuB 
was employed in superintending the building of a 
seventy-four at Portsmouth, N. H. Captaia HuB 
married a lady of Connecticut. He is an able of- 
ficer, a ^pod disciplinarian, and an honour to the 
American service, in which he still coi^tinues. 
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COMMODORE 

JOHN BODGERS, 

Was born in Hartford county, Maryland, about 
le year 1765, of which his father was a respecta- 
le citizer). He was bred to the sea, and even in 
e Revolutionary war, although a youth, he rose 
^fore lis termination, to a respectable rank in the 
tnerican navy* From the peace of 1783 to the 
tablishment of the navy, he was a commander of 
rious vessels in the merchant service. After the 
termination of the United States government 
create a Naval establishment, he was among the 
>t appointed to command. 
[n August, 1803, he commanded the frigates 
w-York and John Adams, (being the senior 
ptain) with the title of Commodore, and assist- 
Commodore Preble in inducing the Emperor 
VforoccO| whose conduct had assumed a hostile 
tude towards the United States, to restore the 
erican vessels and other property then captur- 
:>r detained, and to compel hir^ to renew the 
ner treaty which existed betwen the two gov- 
xients. tie then returned, according to orders, 
I his command, to the United States. During 
calm of years which succeeded the Barbary 
fare, nothing occurred to bring the Com mo- 
i on the public stage until the affair of the 
le Selt. Pursuant to his instructions, Com- 
oro Rodgers, commanding the United States' 
te President, sailed on the 10th of May, 181 1» 
Annapolis for New- York. About midday 
le 16th, within six leagues from land, he des- 
I a sail to the eastward, standing towards 
The Commodore supposed her to be the 
sb frigate Guerriere, which it was supposed, 
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bad a few dajs before, impressed a boy froni od 
board an American brie, off Sandy Hook. He re- 
solved to speak her apd induce, if posable, her com- 
mander to restore the lad to his nation and to his 
freedom. Although Captsdn Rodgers saw at half 
past three that the President was gaining on the o- 
ther it was not until it was too dark when tbe Pres i* 
dent came op with her, to discover to what nation 
she belonged, as she displayed no colours. Tbe 
conduct of the commander of the strange vessel 
led to a rencontre, (he having refused to answer, 
when hailed, and fired upon the President) ia 
which he lost 9 men killed and 22 wounded — flay- 
ing by her all night to afford assistance, the Com- 
modore at day break sent on board to learn what 
vessel she was and who was her commander, and 
at the same time to offer any assistance that might 
be wanted. On the return of this officer, the Com- 
modore learnt that she was the British sloop of 
war Little Belt, Bingham commander, who de- 
cliiied receiving any assistance. The account 
rendered to the British government by tbe com- 
mander of the Little Belt, was in a strain of boast- 
ing and censure; but the. modest narration of 
Commodore Rodgers, supported by his officers 
and men, obtained belief. None was killed on 
board of the President, and onebi)y only slightly 
wounded. The conduct of Rodgers was approved 
by the American government, and the British ca- 
binet had approbated on former occasions, coo- 
duct of her own officers, too infamous to take any 
notice of this affair. Affairs, however, between 
the United States and Great Britain were drawing 
to a 'crisis. The British aggressions on the neu- 
tral rights of the United States were not redressed 
— remonstrance was unavailing. The violation of 
the municipal laws of the American government 
was encouraged by Great Britain, who publicly 
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tontetnned every right which appertained to the 
United States a» a neutral nation. She had car- 
ried on against them for some years, a war in dis* 
guise, and the Congress of the United States, as a 
dernier resort, was obliged on the 18th of Junei 
1812, to authorize a defensive warfore. This was 
formerly done, and on the 21st of the same month 
the frigates President, (Commodore Rodgers) Con- 
gress, and brigs Hornet and Argus, sailed from 
New- York in quest of a British fleet of merchants- 
men, which had sailed from Jamaica for England 
the preceding month. The Commodore learnt 
that this fleet, under convoy, had passed four days 
before, and the American squadron crowded all 
sail for the pursuit. Commodore Rodgers, how- 
ever, the next day was induced to alter his course^ 
in consequence of the appearance of the British 
frigate Belvidere, to which he gave chase. The 
British Captain outsailed the Commodore by start- 
ing his water-casks, cutting away his anchors, and 
throwing overboard whatever he could spare, and 
escaped. In the pursuit, one of the President's 
chase guns burst, and killed and wounded 16 of 
her men. Among the wounded was the Commo- 
dore himself, whose leg was fractured. In the fii*^ 
ing from the President, the Belvidere had one man 
killed and six wounded from the first shot. The 
Commgdore gave up the chase and putinto Bostoiii 
from whence he again put to sea on the 8th of - 
October, in the President, accompanied by the 
frigates United States and Congress, and brig Ar- 
gus. On the 13th, the frigate United States and 
brig Argus parted from the President and Con- 
gress in a gale. 

On the 15th, the President and Congress cap- 
tured the British Packet Swallow, having on 
board specie to the amount of $200,600, andgolQ 
►dust supposed to be worth $100,000. This prize 

VOL. w. 26 



20t BIOGRAPHY OF AHfiBfCAN 

arrived safe into an American port, and the pro* 
perty was deposited iii one of the banks, carried 
in several wagons, under a naval escort. ^ On the 
31st, they captured a South Sea ship, laden with 
oil. The Galatea British frigate, which convoy- 
ed her and another, was chased, but escaped 'by 
means of a heavy fog. The Nymph frigate was 
afterwards described and given chase to, but es- 
caped under cover of night. In this cruise .the 
frigates President and Congress traversed more 
than 8,000 miles, and no other opportunity oSeW 
ed their commanders to try their prowess than 
those enumerated. They returned to Boston, 
much chagrined, in consequence, on the last day 
of December, 1812. 

The Commodore remained on shore until the 
23d of April, 1813, when he again put to sea from 
Boston, in the President frigate, aecompanied by 
the Congress, Captain Smithy and cleared Pre- 
sident Roads on the 30th of the same month. lo 
this his third cruise after the declaration of hos- 
tilities, he met with no vessel of equal force to 
Ncoiitend with. He visited the coast of Bergen, 
Norway, Shetland Isles, and returned to ^ew- 

fiort, Rhode-Island, on the 23d of September.— 
n this cruise, he captured twelve vessels, the crews 
of which amounted to 271 persons. In his absence 
from the United States, on t\iis occasion, the burn- 
ing and sacking of Havre-de-Grace, Maryland, 
took place under the command of the renotenei 
Admiral Cockburn who never faced an equal foe. 
The dwelling of the Commodore and his mother 
shared the fate of the rest of the inhabitants. Tbt 
Commodore was plundered of some of his Medi* 
terranean presents, received for bis merits in the 
Barbary warfare. The schooner Hig^ FJycr, a. 
privateer out of Baltimore, a remarkably fast sai- 
ler, had been captured and converted into a lea- 
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der, belonging to the British squadron on the 
New-England station. This vessel the CoBfrmo- 
dore had the good fortune to capture by decoy, 
on the 22d of September, off Rhode-Island, and 
obtain possession of the private signals of the 
British navy ; and it is somewat singular, if re- 
port be true, that the sword which the Britislr 
Lieutenant commanding the High Flyer tender- 
td to the Commodore on surrendering, was the 
Pommodore's own sword, plundered from his 
louse in Havre-de-Grace, during the disgraceful 
ind barbarous expedition of Cockburn, and which" 
lad been presented him in Sicily, for friendly 
Mimane services to natives of that Island. ' 

After the chase of the British frigate Belvidere, 
he Commodore never could find- a British fri-- 
;ate of equal force with his own, unaccompanied 
^ith a seventy-four. Although in three cruises 
i search of the enemy, no opportunity present- 
d itself to signalize himself in combat, yet 
*om his unwearied exertions, he rendered his 
ountry signal services, and his reputation stood, 
nd yet stands, deservedly high in public estima- 
on. 

At the attack on Baltimore, he, with his seamen, 
Dmmanded Fort Covington, and with Commo- 
ore Barney's flotilia-men in the six-gun battery, 
'hese were the first, during the night bombard- 
tent, who descried and repulsed a body of the 
ritisb 1250 strong, who in 50 boats with muf- 
?d oars, under the mantle of darkness, had pass- 
1 Fort M'Henry with scaling-ladders fur landing 
id attacking it in the rear. 

During the siege, Commodore Rodgers was in- 
jfatigable in rendering all the aid he was capa-o 
e of, for which he received public acknowledge- 
ents and various testimonials of respect, among 
hich was a splendid service of plate. 
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Oo the return of peace. Congress constituted a 
boaod of Commissioners of the navy, ta relieve 
the Secretary of the navy from a part of his du- 
ties by which it was judged the public service 
would be benefitted. The .Commodore was ap- 
pointed one of these and continues in the ejcecu- 
tioYi of the duties assigned him. 

In his person he is robust, very strong, well 
built,, broad-shouldered, and has evei^ appear- 
ance of the weather-beaten seaman. W. Pinck- 
aey, the Ambassador of the United States to the 
Court of Russia, is married to his sister. 



LIEUTENANT 

AUGUSTUS C. LUDLOW. 

The Biography of a young officer who has not 
arrived to chicif command is generally barren of 
events which can attract public notice. The lim- 
ited sphere in which he must necessarily move 
Erecludes notoriety, until some signal event brings 
im before the public. 

Lieutenant Ludlow was a native of Orange 
County, State of New- York, where his relatives 
reside. His mother united herself in a second 
marriage, to a Mr. W. Jones, a native of Ireland, 
who followed the mercantile business. Young 
Ludlow, after having received his education, a- 
dopted the profession of a seaman, and very early 
entered a Midshipman in the United States' sef: 
vice, where, by his good conduct, he secured uni- 
versal esteem and rose to the rank of first Lieu- 
tenant of the United States' frigate Chesapeake. 

The circumstance of the engagement between 
the British frigate Shannon and the U. S. frigate 
Chesapeake, the 2d of June, 1813, which ended in 
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the capture of the latter vessel, more particularly 
belongs to the biography of her commander, Capt 
tain Lawrence. Lieutenant Ludlow in the action 
was mortally wounded in attempting to repel the 
enemy's boarders, and died a few days afterwards* 
The Chesapeake having been carried into Hali-* 
fax, Lieutenant Ludlow, in conjunction with his 
lamented commander, was buried with every mark 
of respect and honour due to a brave but unfor* 
tunate foe. Their remains were afterwards taken 
up,* brought to the United States, and interred at 
New- York, amid the tears of relatives, friends and 
fellow-citizens, who paid thus their last tribute of 
affection to the mortal remains of departed worth. 



CAPTAIN^ 

JAMES BIDDLE^ 

b the son of Charles Biddle, Esq. of Phiiadelp 

Ehia, and was born on the I8th of February, 178S. 
[e was educated at the university of Penusylva* 
aia. He obtained a Midshipman's warrant in the 
year 1800 — was on board of the Philadelphia fri- 
gate at the time she was taken by the Tripolitang, 
and suffered^ a rigorous^ coniSnement^ of mneteea 
months.. 

At the conclusion of the peace with the Bashaw 
of Tripoli, in which the release of prisoners was 
stipulated, Mr. Biddle returned to the U. States 

* Mr. Crowninshield,.of Salem, obtained a flag for 
the "purposeyand sailed for Halifax— •Having o)>tained 
the bodies of the deceased gallant officers, he return* 
ed to Salem, where every tribute of respect, was paid 
to their remains, which were ihen delivered over to 
their friends and conveyed to New*YjDrk. 

26^ 
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mth Captain Baiobridge. They laiuiled at Nor« 
folk, ana trayelled thence by land to Philadel' 

£hia, where they arrived in the month of Septcm* 
er, 1805. From this period, Mr. Biddle, who 
on his release had been promoted to a lieutenan- 
cy, was engaged in various sitpations until the 
breaUng outof the war with Great Britain. He 
cmised for some time in a gun-boat on the south- 
ern coast in company with the John Adams ; was 
employed la surveying, the harbour of Beaufort ; 
from whence he came to Philadelphia, where after 
residing some time with his family, he obtained a 
furiough, and made a voyage to China in a mer- 
chant ship. On his return, he was employed un- 
der Commodore Murray in a flotilla of gun-boats, 
enforcing the Eqibargo. No other service than 
that of the gun-boats was, during this period, open 
to our officers, as the Chesapeake was the ody 
frigate in commission. 

In the year 1809, however, the equipment of a 
number of vessels being authorized, and Commo- 
dore Baittbridge appointed to the President, Mr. 
Biddle was assigned as his second Lieutenant. — 
Inconsequence of there being no prospect of ac- 
tive service. Captain Bainbridge, in. 1810, obtain- 
' ed a furlough, and in consequence relinquished 
the command of the President. Lieutenant Biddle 
was then ordered to take charge of the Syren from 
Philadelphia to llampton Roads, where he joined 
the Constitution, Captain Hull. From thence, in 
expectation that there^ would be an affair between 
a British frigate and the President, he went on 
'board the latter vessel, which was. short in hCT 
complement of Lieutenants. This expectation 
was founded on the irritation then subsisting, on 
account of that disgraceful event which is known 
by the appellation of the affair of the Chesapeake. 
The President saUed soon after^ but met with oa 
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Iritish friffate. This vessel being laid ub for the 
rinter at rfevr-London, Mr. Biddle made a voya- 
ge ta Lisbon^ and on his return carried out des« 
•atches to our minister at Paris, where he remain- 
d nearly fear months. 

Mr. Biddle returned to Philadelphia, and used 
arious other efforts to get into active service, l^ut 
lough government was aware of his talents, and 
ell disposed to grant his wishes, no opportunity 
ccurred, until the arrival of the Wasp, Captain 
ones, with despatches from our minister in France, 
he was deficient in the necessary number of offi- 
srs, and an order was forwarded prom the Navy 
Apartment for Mr. Biddle to join her as first 
lieutenants The Wasp proceeded ta sea the 1 3th 
r October, 1812, and six days after fell: in. with. 
X sail of British merchantmen, four of them 
lounting from sixteen to eighteen guns, and car* 
^ing from forty to fifty men each. It was imme- 
lately determined to attack the sloop, of war un- 
er whose convoy they were.* 
On takingpossession of the FroKc, Captain Jones 
laced her under the orders of Lieutenant Biddle^ 
ho was directed to. rig jury-masts, in the room 

* her main and foremasts, that had gone over 
iry soon after the action^ and to make the best 
' his way to a southern port of the U. States. Be» 
re they separated, however, tliey bad the misfop^ 
ne CO fall in with the Poictiers of seventy-four 
ins, and as the situation of both vessels preclu- « 
^d every hope of escape or resistance, both wepe' 
rrendered. The Captain and officers were car- 
ed to Bermuda, released on their parole after a 
ort detention, and retiirnedin safety to the CJni* 
d States. 

* For particulars of the consequent engagemeat 
Qth-the FroliCi see pag« 100* 
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Oo his beiog exchanged, Lieutenant Biddl^ 
was promoted to the rank of Master-commandaDl 
in the navy, and assumed the command of all the 
guQ-boats that were stationed in the Delaware^ 
He, afterwards, succeeded Captain Lawrence in 
the command of the Hornet, which vessel was at 
first intended to join the Chesapeake in a cruise 
against the British trade to the Canadas. On the 
capture of that ever unlucky vessel, whose destiny 
outweighed even the valour and the fortunes of a 
Lawrence, Captain Biddle, pursuant to subse- 
quent orders, joined the squadron under Commo- 
dore Decatur, which was blockaded in the har- 
bour of New-London, by a superior forc^ of the 
6nemy, until the conclusion of the war. 

The squadron to which Captain Biddle belong? 
edy remained in the harbour of New-London, in 
the hope of getting out to sea during the season 
of heavy gales ; but when this had passed away» 
without affording any opportunity, the two frir 
gates were moored as high up the river as possi*^ 
ble, and dismantled ; Commodore Decatur and 
his crew being transferred to the frigate Presi- 
dent When this arrangement had taken place, 
and the season favourable for the enemy to make 
an attack oa those vessels, if they had such an in- 
tention, had passed away, Captain Biddle for the 
second time applied for, and obtained permission 
to attempt his escape in the Hornet. He succeed- 
ed in evading the British squadron, and joined 
a force at New- York, intended to cruise under 
Commodore Decatur, in the East-Indies. That 
officer went to sea in the President, on the 14tb 
of January, F815, having the sloops of war Pea- 
cock, Captain Warrington, and Hornet, to con- 
voy the store-ship, which was not in readiness to 
accompany them at that timFC. They did not get. 
out. until, the 22d January, and separated a few* 
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days after, in consequence of the Hornet chasing 
a vessel, which, on being overhauled, proved a 
Portuguese. From this they proceeded singly 
for their first rendezvous, which was the Island 
of Tristran d'Acunha. 

On the morning of the 23d of March, at the 
moment the Hornet was preparing to anchor off 
that island, a sail hove in sight, steering to the 
northward, with a fine breeze, and disappeared in 
a few minutes behind a projecting point of land. 
The Hornet immediately made sail, and on clear- 
ing the point, discovered the same vessel, bearing 
down before the wind, when Captain Biddle shor- 
tened sail, and hove to for her to come up with 
hirn. When the stranger got near, he began also 
to shorten sail, and took in his steering-sails very 
clumsily for the purpose of practising a deceptioa 
as it afterwards appeared. He also came down 
stern on, in order, as the ofiicers afterwards ac- 
knowledged, that the Hornet should not see her 
broadside and attempt to escape. The engage- 
ment cannot be bettet* described than in the words 
of Captain Biddle's official letter. 

" At Ih. 40m. p. M. saysJie, being nearly with- 
in musket shot distance, she hauled her wind oa 
the starboard tack, hoisted English colours, and 
fired a gun. We immediately luffed to, hoisted 
our ensign, and gave the enemy a broadside.— 
The action being thus commenced, a quick and 
well directed fire was kept up from this ship, the 
enemy gradually shifting nearer to us, when at Ih, 
55m. he bore up apparently to run us on board* 
As soon as I perceived that he would certainly 
fall on board, I called the boarders, so as to De 
ready to repel any attempt to board us. At the 
instant every officer and man repaired to the 
quarter deck, where the two vessels were coming 
in contact, and eagerly pressed me to permit 
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them to board the enemy. But this I would not 
permit, as it was evident from the commencement 
of the action that our fire was greatly superior, 
both in quickness and effect. The enemy's bow- 
sprit came in between cuir main and mizen rig- 
ging, on the starboard side, which afforded him 
an opportunity of boarding us if such had been 
his design, but no attempt was made. There 
was a considerable swell on, and as the sea lifted 
us ahead, the enemy's bowsprit carried away our 
mixen shrouds, stern davits, and spanker-boom ; 
and he hung upon our larboard quarter. At thi^ 
moment an officer who was afterwards recognized 
to be Mn M'Donald,^hei first Lieutenant, and the 
then commanding officer, called out that they had 
surrendered. I directed the marines and mus- 
ketry-men to cease firing, and while on the taffrail 
asking if they had surrendered, I _ received a 
wound in the neck. The enemy just then got 
clear of us, and his foremast and bowsprit being 
both gone, and perceiving us wearing to give him- 
a fresh broadside, he again called out that he had 
surrendered. It was with difficulty I could re^* 
strain my crew from firing into him again, as he 
had certainly fired into us after having surrender- 
ed. From the firing of the first gun, to the last 
time the enemy cried out he had surrendered, if 
was exactly twenty-two minutes by the watchi 
She proved to be his Britannic Majesty's brig 
Penguin, mounting sixteen thirty-two pound car*' 
ronades, two long twelves, and a twelve pound 
carronade on the the top-gallant fosecastle, -with 
snivels on the capstan, and on the tops. She had 
a spare port forward, so as to fight both her long 
guns a side. She sailed from England in Sep- 
tember last. . She was shorter on deck than this 
ship by two feet, but had greater length of keel, 
greater breadth of beam, thicker sides and higher 
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bulwarks than this ship, was in all respects a re* 
Darkably fine vessel of her class. The enemy 
icknoivledge a complement of 132, twelve of them 
supernumerary marines from the Medway 74, re- 
relived on board in consequence of her being or- 
lered to cruise for the American privateer Young 
fVasp. They acknowledged also a loss of 14 
billed and 28 wounded ; but Mr. Mayo, who was 
n charge of the prize, assures me that the num- 
)er of killed was certainly greater." 

The Hornet had one killed and eleven wound- 
id. Among the killed of the Penguin was Cap- 
ain Dickinson her commander, who is represent- 
d to have been a deserving and favourite officer, 
fot a single round shot struck the hull of the Hor- 
let, but her sides were filled with grape, and her 
ails and rigging much cut. The Penguin wa^ 

severely cut up, had lost so many of her spars, 
ind those remaining were so crippled, that it was 
letermined not to attempt to send her in, and she 
ras accordingly scuttled. 

A few days after this action. Captain Biddle 
ras joined by Captain Warrington, in the Pea- 
ock, accompanied by the ship Tom Bowline, and 
s the Hornet required but few repairs, she was 
oon ready again for service. Having waited 
he appointed time. at Tristan D'Acunha, without 
•eing joined by the President, they converted the 
Com Bowline into a cartel, despatched her to St. 
lalvadore with the prisoners, and on the 12th of 
Lpril, set sail for the Cape of Good Hope. Oh 
he 27th, they saw a strange sail, to which they 
;ave chase, but did not approach near enough to 
scertain what she was until the afternoon of the 
lext day, when the Peacock, being the headmost 
cssel, made signal that she was a ship of the line, 
ind an enemy. On this the Horpet hauled upon 

1 wind, and the enemy commenced a chase, which 
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lasted nearly thirty-sir hours, during which time 
he fired several times into the Hornet, at not more 
than a distance of three quarters of a mile. On 
this occasion Captain Biddle displayed a degree 
of skill, perseverance, and fortitude, highly faob- 
ourable to the character of our navy. 

The loss of her guns and various other articles 
of equipment, thrown overboard during this chase, 
rendered gi necessary for the Hornet to return to 
some port; and as it_wouId have been extremely 
hazardous to attempt getting home under such 
circumstances, Captain Biddle determined to 
make for St. Salvadore. His intention was to re-^ 
fit at that place, and continue his cruise ; but, on 
his arrival there, he learned the ratification of 
peace between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain, and proceeded in consequence to New- York, 
where he arrived the 30th of July. During his 
absence, he had been promoted to the rank of 
Post-captain ; and, on his return the citizens 
of New-York gave him a public dinner, while 
those of Philadelphia, with their characteristic 
liberty, raised a subscription for a service of 

Elate to be presented to him, in consideration of 
is public services and private worth. A court of 
inquiry was held at his desire, to investigate the 
cause of the return of the Hornet, as well as the 
circumstances which led to the loss of her arma- 
ment, &c. and Captain Biddle was acquitted with 
merited compliments to his skill, and persevering 
gallantry. 

Captain Biddle is of a middle size, perhaps a 
little below it, and slender in his make. Yet his 
countenance and deportment bespeak great spirit, 
animation, activity, and intelligence. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL 

HENRY DEARBORN 

Is a descendant from on^ of the first settlers of 
New-Hampshire, who emigrated from the county 
of Devonshire, in England. 

He received a medical education under the iw* 
struction of Doctor Hall Jackson, of Portsmooti]!, 
who was a distinguished Surgecm in the rev61u-» 
tionary army, and justly celebrated ^s one of the 
most able physicians which New-^England has pro- 
duced. Dearborn was settled in the practice of 
physic at Nottingham-square in New^Uampshire^ 
three years previous to the commencement of the 
revolutionary war^ where, with several gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood, he employed his leii^re 
houfs in military exercises.; being convinced that 
the time was rapidly approaching, when the liber- 
ties of his country must either be shamefully sur- 
rendered, or boldly defended at the point of the 
sword. 

This band of associates were determined to be 
prepared, and equipped themselves for the last re- 
sort of freemen. 

On ihe morning of the 20th of April, 1775, iji- 
ticcvljy an express was received of the affair of the 
preceeding day at Lexington. He assembled with 
about sixty of the inhabitants of the town; and 
^roade a 'rapid movement for Cambridge, where 
they arrived the next morning at sunrise — hav- 
ing marched a distance of fifty-five miles in less 
than twenty-four hours. After remaining several 
days, and there being no immediate occasion for 
their services, they returned. It being determin- 
ed that a number of regiments should be immedi- 
ately raised for 4he commofi defence, Dearborn 
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was appointed Captain, in the first New-Hamp- 
shire regiment, under the command of Colonel 
John Stark. Such was his popularity and the con- 
fidence of the people in his bravery and conduct, 
that in ten days from the time he received his com- 
mission, he enlisted a full company, and joined the 
regiment at Medford, on the fifteenth of May. 
Previous to the battle of Bunker-Hill, he was en- 
gaged in a skirmish on Hog-Island, whither he 
had been sent to prevent the cattle and other 
stock from being carried off by the British, and 
soon after took a part in an action with an armed 
vessel near Wianesimet Ferry. 

On the morning of the glorious seventeenth of 
June, information was received that the British 
were preparing to come out from Boston, and 
storm the works which had been thrown up on 
Breed's Hill the night before by the Americans. 
The regiment to which he was^ attached was im- 
mediately paraded, and marched from Mystic to 
Charlestown Neck. 

Dearborn's company composed the flank guards 
of the regiment. They crossed the Neck under a 

falling fire from the British men of war, and the 
oatins batteries, and having sustained some loss, 
arrivecf at Bunker's-Heights. The enemy were 
landing on the shore opposite Copp's-Hilf, when 
Stark advanced and formed his regiment on the 
declivity of Breed's-Hill, in rear of a rail fence, 
which ran from the redoubt, commanded by the 
gallant Colonel Prescott, to Mystic river. The 
action soon commenced, and the Americans stood 
their ground until their ammunition was entirely 
expended. * Dearborn was posted on the right of 
~ the regiment, and being armed with a fuzee, fired 
regularly with his men. 

In September, he volunteered his services to 
jmu ihe expedition of Arnold u^ennebeck ri- 
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ver, and through the wilderness to Quebec. He 
was permitted to select a company from the New- 
Hampshire regiment for this arduous service. 
Thirty-two days were employed in traversing th« 
hideous wilderness, between the settlements on the 
Kennebeck and the Chaudiere river, during the 
inclement months of November and December, 
in which every hardship and fatigue of which hu- 
man nature is capable, was endured indiscrimin- 
^^lyt ^y ^^^ officers and troops, and a large por- 
tion of them starved to death. On the highlands, 
between the Kennebeck and St. Lawrence, the 
remnant of provisions was divided among the 
companies, w\io were directed to make the best 
4if their way in seperate divisions to the settle- 
ments on the Chaudiere. The last fragment of 
food in most of the companies was soon consumed, 
and Dearborn was reduced to the extremity of 
dividing his /(worite dog among his suffering men. 
When they reached the Chaudiere, from colds, 
extreme hardships, and want of sustenance, his 
strength failed him, and he was unable to walk but 
a short distance, without wading into the water to 
invigorate and stimulate his limbs. With great 
difficulty he reached a poor hut on the Chaudiere, 
when he told his men he could accompany them 
no further, and animated them forward to a glo- 
, rious discharge of their duty. His company left 
him with tears in their eyes, expecting to see him 
no more. Dearborn was here seized with a vio- 
lent fever, during which his life was despaired of for 
ten days, being without medicine, and with scarce* 
ly the necessaries of common life. His fine constitu- 
tion at last surmounted the disease, and as soon as 
he was able to travel, he proceeced to Point Levi 
in a sleigh — crossed over to WoHe's Cove, and 
made his unexpected appearance at the head of 
his company, a few days before the assault on 
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Quebec. At four o'clock in the morning, on the 
thirty^ first day of December, 1775, in a severe 
snow storm, and in a climate tbat vies with Nor- 
way in tempests and intense 'cold, the attack was 
commenced. Dearborn was atteched to the corps 
under General Arnold, who was woanded early in 
the action, and carried from the field. Ueuten- 
ant-colonel Green succeeded in the command. 
They stormed the first barrier, and entered. the 
lower town. Montgomery had already bled on 
immortal ground, and his division having made a 
precipitate and most shameful retreat, as soon as 
their General fell,, the corps under Gr^en was ex- 
}>osed to a sanguinary but unavailing contest. 

From the windows of the hoases, which beiiig 
constructed of stone, each was a castle, and from 
the tops of the parapets, a destructive fire was 
poured upon the assailants, which threatened in- 
evitable destruction to every one who should ap- 
pear in the streets. Ihe American troops main- 
tained this desperate warfare until at last they 
were reduced to the necessity of surrendering in 
-small parties. 

^ The whole corps led on by General Arnold^ 
were killed or made prisoners of war. The offi- 
cers were put into rigid confinement, and every 
day were tauntingly told, that in ike jpririff tAejf 
tvouldbe $€nt to Engldndy and hanged as rebds* 

In May, 1776, Majors Meigs and Dearborn were 
permitted to return on their parole. They were 
'senf round to Halifax in the frigate Niger, and 
),treated with the usual contumely and hateur of 
Xnglish officers. On their arrival at Halifax, they 
were put on board another ship of war, and 
the commander instructed, by General Howe, to 
land them in sdme port of New-England. After 
the ship had cruised with them on board for up- 
wards of thirty days, during which period they 
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met with the grossest insults, they were put on 
shore in Penobscot bay, from whence they pro- 
ceeded to Portland by land. 

In the forepart of the following March, Deaiv 
born was exchanged, and appointed a Major to 
the third New- Hampshire regiment, commanded 
by Colonel 'Alexander Scammel, and early in May 
arrived with the regimentat Ticonderoga. 

On the 6th of July^ the post of Ticonderoga 
was abandoned, on the approachof GieneralBur*- 
goyne's array. General Su Clair retreated with 
the main body of the troops, by land, through 
Vermont to Hudson river, near Saratoga, and soob 
after continued to retreat,. untiL the army had 
crossed the Mohawk river, near its- junction with 
the Fludson, where consideraUe reinforcements 
were met, and General Gates assumed the com* 
mand of<the northern army« 

Soon after the capture: of the British 4 detach- 
ment under Baum, at Bennington, by General 
Stark ; and the retreat of General St. Ledger from 
fort Stanwix, General Gates advanced to meet the 
enemy, who was encamped sear Saratoga. When 
the enemy arrived at Stillwater, a corps of- light 
infantry was formed, by detachments from the 
line, consisting of five full companies, and the 
command given to Major Dearborn, with orders 
from Generel Gates to act in concert with CJolonel 
Morgan's regiment of riflemen^ which had joined 
the army a fewdays previous* Astronjr position 
was selected, called BemiV-Heights, and immedi-. 
ately occupied by the American army^ The riflep 
men and Dearborn's corp^ of light infantry, en- 
camped in advance of the left of .tlu* -main line. 
The British tirmy had advanced fronri Saratoga, 
and encamped on the bank of the river, .within 
three milesof General Gates' position. . 

Qnathe mocnlog of the 19th of Septefmber,^ the 

27* 
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advanced pickets announced, that the right win^^ 
of the British army was still in motion, when 
Morgan and Dearborn, who commanded sepe- 
rate corps, received orders from General Arnold 
to roalce a forward movement, to check the ap- 
proaching column. These orders were promptlj 
obeyed, and the advanced guard, consisting of 
tories and other irregulars, was soon met and at^ 
tacked with spirit, in which conflict they killed and 
wounded a considerable number of the enemy, and 
made twenty-two prisoners. The action soon af- 
ter became general, and continued until the dusk 
of the evening, on the same ground on which it 
commenced; neither party having retreated more 
than than twenty or thirty rods, and that alternate- 
ly, so that the dead of both parties were minted 
together. 

Dearborn, with his light corps, covered the 
left of the main line, while Morgan covered the 
right. The loss was severe on both sides, and es- 
pecially in the New-Hampshire line. Lieutenant- 
colonels Adams and Colbum being killed. Dear- 
born was promoted to a Lieutenant-colonel, and 
was at that time in the twenty-seventh year of his 
age. As his light corps were constantly employ- 
ed in reconnoitering, frequent actions occurred 
between the pickets and advanced parties oi the 
enemy. 

In the can^paignof 1778, Dearborn served with 
the main army, and in the battle of Monmootb, 
the spirited conduct of CiUey's detached regiitfmt, 
of which Dearborn waa Lieutenant-colonel, at- 
tracted particularly the attention of the Com- 
mander-in-chief. 

After Lee had made a precipitate and unexpect- 
ed retreat, Washington, among other roeascBres 
which be took to check the advance of the Bri- 
^h, ordered Cilley'is rqgineat to aUack % body 



I 



MIIflTAftT AND NAVAL HEROES. 319 

of troeps which were passing through an orchard 
on the right wing of the enemy. 

The regiment advanced under a heavy fire, 
with a rapid step and shouldered arms. The en- 
emj filed off and formed on the edge of a mo- 
rass. The Americans wheeled to the right, re? 
ceived their second fire, with shouldered arms, 
inarched up within eight rods, dressed, gave a full 
fire and charged bayonet. The British having 
sustained considerable^ loss, fled with precipita- 
tion across the morass, where they were protect- 
ed by the main body of the enemy. 

Colonel Dearborn was then despatched to the 
Commander-in-chief, to ask what further service . 
was required ; wiien he approached, Washington 
enquired, with evident pleasure at their gallant 
conduct, *' what troops are those ?". *^ Full-blooded 
Ifankees from New-Hampshire, sir," replied Dear- 
born. Washington expressed his approbation in 
explicit terms, and directed that they should fall 
back and refresh themselves, as the heat was very 
oppressive and the troops much fatigued. 

In the general orders of the next day, Wash^ 
ington bestowed the highest commendations on 
tbe brilliant exploit of the regiment. 

In 1779, Dearborn accompanied General Sulli- 
van in his expedition agsunsttbe Indians, and had 
an active share in the action of the 29th of Aa- 
gttst with the united forces of Tories and Indiam 
at New-Town. Daring the campaign of 1780^ 
lie was with the main army in Jersey. 

In 1781, he. was appointed Deputy-quarter- 
tn aster-general, with the rank of CoJonel, ami 
senred in that capacity with Washiiigton's army 
ID Virginia. He was at the siege oiYork-towD, 
and the capture of Lord Cornwallisand his army. 
Colonel Scammd being killed during the siege, 
J[>^arboni »i«<?^dcdt<;Ltli€ command of. tbe tot 



320 BIOGRAPBY OF AMERICAN 

New-Hampsbire regiment, . and was ordered to 
the frontier garrison at Saratoga during the cam»* 
paigu of 1782. In November he joined- the army 
at Newburgh. 

After the American Independence was secured, 
and acknowledged by the King of Great-Britain^ 
Colonel Dearborn, with his companions in arms, 
who had survived the fatigues, hardships and dan- 
gers of the war, returned to the pursuits of pri- 
vate Jife. 

In Jane, 1784*, he removed from New-Hamp- 
shire to Kennebeck, in the district of Maine. In 
L787, he was elected Brigadier-general of the 
militia, and soon after appointed a Major-gene*- 
ral. President Washington appointed him Mar- 
shal for the District of Maine in the year 1789. 
He was twice elected to represent the District of 
Kennebeck in the Congress of the United States. 

On the accession of Mr. Jefferson to the Presi- 
dency, he was appointed Secretary of War, and 
continued in that office until March 1809, when he 
resigned and was appointed Collector for Boston, 
and in February 1812, he received a commission- 
as senior Major-general in the army of the United 
States. 

The shameful surrender of General Hull at 
Detroit, and subsequent unfortunate transactions 
on the Niagara at Queenstown Heights, frustra* 
ted the plans of the campaign of 1812. Notwitb^ 
standing these severe checks,- General Dearborn 
did not relax in activity ; for as soon as he bad 
•ordered his army into winter-quarters at Platts- 
burgh and Burlington, Jie was constantly employ- 
ed in recruiting, the army, and making prepara^ 
.tions for opening: the campaign early in the fot* 
lowing spring- 
Previous to the General's departure from Alba*^ 

nx* in the motttb of F^lw:uary, 1813, lie Jiado«lw^- 
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ed Geaerals Lewis and Boyd to the Niagara 
frontier, directing the former to prepare boats 
and scows, erect batteries, and make every ne- 
cessary arrangement for an attack and descent 
on Fort George. General Dearborn, after giv- 
ing these or4ers, repaired to Utiea aiid Whites- 
town, made there arrangements for the transpor- 
tation of troops down the Oswego to Sackett's 
Harbour, and gave the necessary direction rela* 
tive to all the military stores for the ensuing cam- 

Saign. These accomplished, he proceeded to 
ackett's Harbour, agreeably to a plan of opera- 
tions which had been submitted to the considera- 
ation of the Secretary of War, and which was 
left to the discretion of Major-general Dearborn 
to carry into effect. 

The projected plan was to capture and destroy 
liittle York 5 this would give Commodore Chaun- 
cey the command of the lake, render it impossible 
to furnish their troops * and Indians with stores, 
and cut off all communications between Kingston 
and Maiden. 

The plan was disclosed at the harbour, only to 
Commodore Chauncey knd General Pike. Gen- 
eral Lewis, then at the Niagara, was also advised 
of the movement, and ordered to be in readiness 
for an immediate attack on Fort George. After 
the capture of York, the troops were to be trans- 
ported to Niagara, and make an instant attack on 
Fort George. This being effected, the army was 
to have' been transported back to Sackett's Har- 
bour ; from w^hence with an additional number of 
troops collecting by previous orders, they ^re to 
make an attack on Kingston in its rear; while 
the fleet would batter the town, fortifications, and 
the fleet in front. 

With this system of operations in view, Gene- 
ral Dearborn mailed with 1600 men^ as soon as 
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the ice permitted the fleet to leave the Harbour. 
York was taken 27 th April, with all the stores of 
the British army ; a ship of thirty guns burnt, 
and the Duke of Gloucester, of fourteen guns, 
made a prize. The Earl of Moira had previously 
sailed for Kingston. ^ 

Upon the success of the first part of the expe- 
dition, General Dearborn sent an express to in- 
form General Lewis what he had done, and to 
notify him of his intended arrival with the army 
at Fort Niagara, at which post the General arriv- 
ed a few days after; when he learnt that General 
Lewis was at Judge Porter's, opposite Niagara 
falls, fourteen miles from his troops. Upon far- 
ther inquiry, to the disppointment and mortifica- 
lion of General Dearborn^ it was further learnt, 
that no step bad been taken by. General Lewis to 
prepare for the contemplated attack. The batte- 
ries were not even commenced; the boats neces* 
sary to make the descent were not furnished^ 
General Dearborn had felt a previous attach- 
ment for General Lewis, and out of respect to 
him, transmitted a letter to- the Secretary of War, 
in which the violent storms were assigned as a pub- 
lic reason for the delay of the movement, and 
postponement of the intended attack; but lest 
improper advantage should be taken of this cir- 
cumstance, to .the prejudice of General Dearborn, 
(which afterwards proved to be the.case,) another 
letter was trans^nitted, which partieularly^detailed 
the real causes of the delay. 

The General, thus circumstanced,, kkiowing the 
enemy would be reinforced before the boats to be 
built would be in readiness to pass over the amiy, 
desired Commodore Chauncey to return to Sack- 
ett's Harbour, and in the interim bring up Gene- 
ral Chandler's brigade. Puring this period^ five 
batteries were erected above Fort Niagara, aud 
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the boats which had been commenced were or* 
idered to be finished with all expedition, and 
brought rotind to Four Mile Creek ; the last was 
effected, on the river under the fire of five of the 
enemy's batteries, without any loss. 

Immediately on the return of the fleet with 
General Chandler's brigade, the General issued 
an order which never has been published, '' that 
on the next day the troops should breakfast at two 
o'clock, strike tents at three, and embark at four 
o'clock." The situation and position of the coun- 
try had been previously obtained by spies, the 
place of landing designated, and the plan of attack 
delineated; -which was submitted to Generals 
Lewis, Chandler, Winder and Boyd, and met 
their full approbation. 

Excessive fatigues, and frequent exposures to 
storms, had produced a violent fever, which ten 
days previous to the attack on Fort George con- 
fined General Dearborn to his bed. The mor* 
- ning after the general order was announced for 
the attack. General Lewis called on him and said, 
it would be impossible for the enemy to be em- 
barked. General Dearborn then having some 
suspicions of the military character and energy of 
General Lewis, replied the attack should be made 
as ordered ; that he was prepared, and no further 
delay would be allowed. 

The morning of the attack General Dearborn 
was mounted on his horse, by assistance, before 
* four o'clock, in opposition to the opinion of his 
physicians, and against the. remonstrances of the 
officers of the staff. He rode to the place of em- 
barkation ; saw all the troops on board the fleet 
and boats : General Lewis, who bad the immediate 
command, now first made his appearance^ and ex- 
pressed his great astonishment at the unexpected 
rapidity wfth which this movement had been made. 
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This exertion had so exhausted General Dear* 
born, that he was taken from his horse, led to a 
boaty and conveyed on board the Madison. On 
his way to Four Mile Creek, Dr. Mann, Hospitd 
Surgeon of the army, meeting General Dearborn, 
said to him, " I apprehend you do not intend to 
embark with the arm^. — The General replied, " I 
apprehend nothingy nr ; I go into battle, or perish 
in the a^/emp^." 

From the first dawn of day, and while the army 
was embarkfng, a most tremendous fire of hot shot 
and shells from Fort Niagara and the iiew erect** 
ed batteries, ^as opening on Fort George, and 
continued until the block-houses, barracks and 
stores were enwrapped in flames, and the guns 
silenced. 

General Dearborn, from his great exertions, ad- 
ded to his ill state of health, was unable to support 
himself more than fifteen or twenty minutes on bis 
feet at a time : but he was nevertheless frequently 
up, watching these interesting movements. The \ 
troops had all landed, when General Lewis, Cwho 
ought to have preceded the reserve J still remained on 
board. His delay astonished General Dearborn, 
w ho, exercising bis usual delicacy with him, merely 
suggested to him, whether be ought not to land, 
and then retired. Within twenty minutes Grene- 
ral Dearborn again came on -deck, and finding 
General Lewis still on board. Ordered him to land. 
The enemy now had fallen back between the Til- 
lage of Newark and Fort George. After General 
Lewis had landed, one hour and a half had passed 
away, and four thousand men formed in order oi 
battle with a fine train of artillery, were seen 
standing still, while the enemy, not more than 
twelve hundred in number, was manoeuvring for a 
retreat. At this moment General Dearborn for- 
got his debility, and insisted on being carried 
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i!(hore ; but by the strong solicitations of those 
about him, was prevailed upon to remain on 
board ; and in agony at the delay, seat hts Depu- 
4y-adjutaBt*general, Beebe, to General Lewts^ 
with orders ^' to mo>ve instantly, surround the ene- 
my, and cut them up." General Lewis, even after 
4his order, waited an hour before Generals Boyd^ 
Chandler and Scott, with all their arguments, 
t:ou]d induce him to advance, and then only to the 
south side of Newark, perhaps three fourths of a 
mile from his first position, where the line wa» again 
formed^ and continued, until ^he enemy had retreated 
in the rear of Fart George, and took the route to 
^ueenstown Heights. Colonel Scott, however, 
pursued the retreating broken army without or* 
ders three miles, and would not desist in hts pur* 
«ait, until four aids-de-camp of General Lewis had 
been despatched to order bis return. Late in tlie 
day, the ship Madison moved up the Niagara riv* 
^r in front of Fort George, where General Dear- 
born was taken on shore and carried to his quar- 
ters much exhausted. IVIeeting with General 
Lewis he expressed his disapprobation of his con* 
duct, and ordered him to put the army in pursuit 
of the enemy at five o'clock in the morning. In*- 
stead of which, he did not move until five o'clock 
in the afternoon. Upon bis arrival at Queens* 
town Heights, be learnt the enemy had made a 
rapid movement towards the bead of Lake Onta- 
-rio, a few hours previous, by the Beaver Dam ; 
and sent back a report to this ejSect. 

Some cause, never distinctly explained, led to 
the retirement of General Dearborn from the 
command of the army. 

The tide of war had been changed by the cap^ 
ture of York and Fort George. Hitherto the 
arms of the United States had been disgraced, 
^aod accumulated disasters marked the events of 
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the precediii|^ campaigns. An unmtemipted 
ries of defeats had cast a gloom over the nauoo, 
which was atJength dissipated by the splendid 
achievements of the army under the direction of 
General Dearborn. The prospects very likely to 
grow out of the matured plans of Desa*borOy pro- 
mised such a continued success, as must 4kive the 
enemy into Lower Canada, and ^lace Ihe Amerir 
can flag aver the posts of Kingston and M<»itreal. 
Some will have it, that envy or ambition led to the 
superseding of General Dearbom. Hints, in the 
shape of '' extracts of letters from respectable offi- 
cers of the army," were circulated through the 
medium of the public papers, unfavourable to the 
military character of the General. These seem 
to have been totally disi*egarded by Dearborn} 
who placed full reliance on the knowledge he 
presumed the President had of his integrit}^ 
zeal, and devotion to the best interest of his coun- 
try : thus fortified, and fully conscious of the in- 
tegrity of his own heart, he smiled at the indica- 
tions of the impending storm which was hovering 
in the horizon for his destruction. The storm 
however at length broke, over the General's head» 
and sent him from the army. The honour of con- 
quering Canada was reserved for General Arm- 
strong. If the Secretary of war could have meant 
thus to have promoted any ulterior object of his 
own personal ambition, the disastrous movements 
of the army, under his guidance, caused those 
hopes to wither. 

On the morning of the 15th July, there was coo' 
siderable agitation in camp in consequence of a 
report that Gen. Dearborn had received orders to 
retire from the com'mand of the army at Fort 
George. This, report, on inquiry, was found to 
be well grounded ; and General Boyd and all the 
field officers immediately assembled and ^ddm- 
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ved to the senior General warm and earnest soli-> 
citations for hinr to remain in command \ to which 
he made a ^uitablie reply. 

At one o'clbcby the officers repaired to head 
quarters, to- fake leave of their chief, who had di- 
rected their sorccessful efforts in retrieving the hon- 
our of the American arms, and who had been pre- 
sent with them in scenes of privation and danger. 
There was no General ever gave di firmer coun- 
Unance to an army in- the hour of danger than 
Cieneral Dearborn; Disdaiming to court popw* 
larityy^ he bad acquired the confidence of every oA 
ficer, as fttUy appears by their unsolicited expres* 
sions of it. 

00* the same day, the General took a most 
feeling and affectionate leave of his brethren in 
^ arms ; he was accompanied to the Niagara by the 
' officers who had served so happily under him : eve- 
wy appropriate honour was paid t0 the departing 
cdhiei, a salute was fired from the ramparts of tb» 
Ibrty and a troop of horse received him on the op- 
posite shore, and conducted him beyond Lewis's 
Tower. 

From Utica be addressed a letter, dated July 
fi4th, 1 61 3, to the President of the United States. 
This letter was dictated by magnanimity and firm- 
ness ; it concludes with the following expressions : 
^ I shall never complain of being so disposed of, 
as the good of the service may require, but the 
manner of performing an act gives a character to 
tbe act itself, and considering the particular manner 
and time of my removal from command, I trust it will 
not be deemed improper to afford me the satisfac- 
tion of an inquiry, for investigating any parts of 
my conduct, that may have been deemed impro- 
per, and on which my suspension from command 
may have been predicated." 

A few days after he reaqhed his seati nRoxbu- 
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ry, hk letter to the Pre«ideot wai acknowkdgVMf^ 
iQ a reply, dated, August 8tb, 1813. This reply 
19 full of esteem and affection, yet holds out little, 
if any, prospect, that the inquiry, which the Gen- 
eral solicited, would be attended to : the Presi- 
dent concluttes by observing, "I am persuaded 
that you will not lose in any respect by the eflect 
of time and truth." 

On the 17th ef the same month. General Dear* 
bom again addressed the President in a letter ia 
which he says, *' To suspend an officer of my 
grade and situation in commaod, except by the 
sentence of a. court-martiat, or the opinion of a 
rourt of inquiry, is such a strong measure, as on 
general received principles, could only be justified 
by the most unequivocal and outrageous miscon* 
duct of the officer ; and I cannot permit myself ta 
doubt but that on reflection, it will be considered 
proper to afford me a hearing before a suitably 
j&ilxtarr tribunal, prerioas to my Uiog again or« 
dered on duty.'' 

Notwithstanding General Dearborn bad re« 
quested not to be ordered on duty until his milita- 
ry conduct bad been investigated by a competent 
military tribunal, a different course was pursued 
bv the President. He received a letter from the 
War-department, dated 24th December, 1813, di- 
recting him to repair to New- York, and to take 
command of that post, as it was apprehended aH 
attack might be made on that place by the enemy. 

The danger which menaced his country extin* 
guished every other consideration in the breast oi 
this citisen, be repaired to New* York, and, from 
thence, reiterated his request, to be indulged by 
an inquiry into his past military conduct. Al* 
though this wish of the General was never effectu- 
ally attended to, yet it appears, that in a letter to 
bim from the Secretary of state, dated Juoe ISth, 
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1814, h6 is promisedy that he wiH be gratified hy 
the inquiry he courts, *^when it may be done 
witliQut injury to the service." The Secretary, 
on this occasion, observes, "My own idea i| 
that you require no vindication in the case allu- 
ded to ; that public opinion has already done yovt 
justice." 

The high-opinion the President entertained of 
the talents and integrity of General Dearborn, 
^as sufficiently evinced by his nomination of the 
Creneral to fill the important office of Secretary of 
war. This was not acceded to by the Senate. 

After the nomination a number of tlie Senators 
waited on the President, and he then gave them 
bis opinion of General- Dearborn, and expl'iained 
to them the whole transaction, which had doiie^ 
90 much injury to a faithful, zealous^ patriotic 
and deserving officer. They were astonished, 
and said if this development had preceded the 
nomination, it would have beea instantly con- 
firmed. 

General Dearborn was subsequently appointed 
Collector of the port of Boston, which office he 
continues to fiU. 



CAPTAIN 

JOHNSTON 



V 

^ This gentlen^an was born near the village o§ 
Sieaford^ in the cmnty of Down, Ireland, in the 
month of October^ 178}. When but two years- 
aid, be w^ brott^t to A|nerica» by his father^ 
&ftr. John Blakeley, who, after a few months |*est«» 
dence in Philadelphia, went to Charleston, South-^ 
Carialina, witji a view of engaging in business.. 
^aetu»g.with little encouragement at Charleston^ 
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he removed to WUmington, North Carolfna, 
where he resolved on fixing himself permaiieDtly. 
Soon after his establishment at this place, he was 
deprived of his wife, and all his children, except 
bis son Johnston. 

Mr. BUkeley attributing the loss of so manj 
of his family, to the supposed insalubrity of the 
climate, wa^ induced to send his only surviving 
son to New-Tori£, as well for the preservation ci 
liis health, as to procure him education. Johnston 
was, accordingly, sent to New-York, in the year 
1790, and committed to the care of Sfr. Hoope, 
m respectable merchant of that place. There, 
ke continued five years, in the prosecution of his 
studies, and then returned to his father's residence 
at Wihiwigton. 

In 1796, young Blakeley was placed at the 
University of Carolina, a most respectable insti- 
tution, situated at Chapel- hill, in the county of 
Orange. In the following year, his. father died, 
leaving him without a relative in America, to 
whom he could look up for advice or assistance ; 
and it became necessary for hiro to choose a guard- 
ian. He was fortunate in the selection of Mr. 
Jones, an eminent lawyer of Wilmington, who 
most tenderly and generously, supplied the place 
of a father. 

With occasional intermissions, he continued at^ 
College until the year 1799^ when by some mis- 
. fortune, he was deprived of the support derived 
from his father ; and was thus compelled to re- 
linquish his studies at the university, as v^U as his 
intention, of practicing law. 

Having long had a'^redilection for a navah fife, 
be obtained a Midshipman^s warrant, in the year 
l&OO, through the exertions of Mr. Jones. Pre- 
viously to the application for this warrant, Mr. 
Jones kindly offered to tftke Blakeley home to his 
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house, and to yield hiin every possible facility (o 
prepare him for the profession of the law; but the 
young man was passionately bent on a line of life 
for which nature seemed to have destined him : 
he, therefore, declined the generous oflfer of his 
friend. 

After various services, which afforded iio op- 
portunity to acquire distinction, Blakeley was made 
a Master-commandant, in 1813, and soon after 
appointed to the Wasp. In this vessel, in latitude 
48, 96, north; he fell in with his Britannic 
majesty's ship Reindeer, mounting sixteen twenty- 
four pound carronades, two long nine pounders, 
and a shifting twelve pound carronade, with a 
complement of one hundred and eighteen men. 
An action commenced, which, after nineteen mi- 
nutes fighting, terminated in the capture of the 
Reindeer. The losd on board the Wasp, in killed 
and wounded, was twenty one : the eneniy lost 
sixty seven. The Reindeer was so injured, as to 
render it impossible to save her ; she was, there- 
fore, set on fire. After this, the Wasp put into 
L'Orient, whence she sailed the 27th August; and, 
soon after, succeeded in cutting off one out often 
sail of British Merchantmen under convoy of a 
'ship of the line. 

On the 1st September, 1814, at 9 o'clock P. M. 
in latitude 47, SO, north ; longitude 11, W. he fell 
in with the British brig of war, Avon, carrying 
eighteen 32 pound carronades, besides bow and 
stern guns. After a severe action of 46 minutes, 
the Avon struck her colours. While Captain 
Blakeley was about taking possession <^f his prize, 
he discovered another brig and prepared for ac- 
tion ; but a third also appearing, he was compel- 
led to relinquish his prize. The two vessels which 
came in aid of the Avon, were, as afterwards learn- 
ed, the C^slflian^ and Tartarus, each of them of 
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force equal to ibe Wasp : they were calledl of 
to the assistaoce of the Avooi which suok ^ 
ter the surviving mrt of her crew was removed oo 
board the other britisb vessels. Some accooBts 
state that several of the crew of the Avon, who 
survived after the action, went down with her; 
nor is this improbable, as they were heard asking 
assistance, crying out that their vessel was sinking. 
There was one more British vessel ia company 
with the Avon, of which the Americans did oot 
get sight. The Wasp lost two men killed, and 
one man irounded. The loss of the enemy must 
have been very great ; and is said to have been 
acknowledged to amount to 30 men killed and 
wounded. 

The enemy reported, that they had sunk the 
Wasp by the first broadside ; but she was after- 
wards spoken by a vessel off the Western Isles,. , 
since which, nothing has been heard of the Wasp; 
she must of course, have been lost at sea. Had 
she been attacked or defeated by the enemy, lie 
would not fail to boast of the victory ; it is then 
but reasonable to conclude, that she was lost by 
some of those accidents which prudence could not 
efiectually guard against, or bravery resist. 

But whatever may have been the fate of Blake- 
ley, this much is certain, — that he will, to use his 
own expression, ' be classed among those names 
that stand so- high.' The lustre of his exploits, 
not less than the interest excited by those who se- 
membered how, in his very boyhood, he was 
left, as be says, without a single being around hin 
with whom he could claim kindred blood, — how, 
by bis merit be pbtained friends, and conferred 
honour on that country which was not only his 
^rent, but which has becoflfie. the parent of his 
only child, — ^and bow, last of all, he perished, God 
only knows bow or where,r-bas aU giveoi ta hja. 
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cbarteler, fais history, his. achterements, and bts* 
fate, a romantic interest, markins the. name of 
Blakeley for lasting and affiectiooate remem- 
brance. 

Captain Blakeky was married, in 1813, to. 
Miss Jane Hoope, the daughter of his father's 
old friend, Mr. Hoope of New- York ; and has left 
an only daughter. The Legislature of North- 
Carolina, on the 27tb December, 1816, resolved 
ttoanioiously, *^ that Captain Blakeley 's child be 
educated at the expense of this state ; and that 
Mrs* Blakeley be requested to draw on the treas- 
urer of this state, from time to time, for such sums. 
of money as shall be required for the education of 
aaid child." 

Captain Blakeley was rather below the middle 
stature, his countenance was intelligent and ani- 
mated, his manners mild and unassuming, and his 
person handsome : bi» promiuent traits irere gra* 
titude for the smallest favour conferred on him ; a 
love of glory ; and a desire to render conspicuous 
services to his country. That country has ]0^ 
BO officer of more worth, and no citisen more de^ 
l^erving of its regret than Captain Blakeley, 
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JAMES LAUDERDALE. 

This distinguished patriot and soldier was a 
native of Virginia, and descended of one of the 
naost ancient and respectable families of that state* 
Ele removed, with his father's family, to West 
[Tennessee, where, by his practice as a surveyor, 
Boid by bis industry, he, in a short time, acquired 
a handsome fortune. 

to 1803} when a liu-ge force was ordered from 
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Tennessee to assist in taking p^^ssesdon of Loir- 
isiana, Lauderdate turned out with a company of 
militia, and marcbed as hr as Natcbei, }gy land ; 
when it was discoyered that the territory war 
peaceably delivered up to the United States ; the 
Tennessee Militia, of course; returned to their 
homes. 

When, in 1812, General Jackson descended the 
Mississippi, with the volunteers from Tennessee, 
for the defence of the same country, against an 
attempt that was supposed to be meditated by the 
Spaniard^, Lauderdale was prompt in coring Us 
service ; and was appointed first Major of a Re* 
giment of cavalry. His conduct during that ardo^ 
ous and extremely trying expedition, although it 
gave no opportunity of displaying that gaUant 
spirit for which he afterwaitls became so distio- 
guished, yet it afforded ample evidence of tbe ce- 
lebrity he would acquire, if ever a suitable occa^ 
lion should offer. 

The subsequent declaration of war, agaiiisl 
the Creeks, afforded that opportunity. 

In the foremost rank of those who volunteered 
their services stood the subject of this article. He 
was now appointed Lieutenant-colonel in a Bri* 
gade of mounted cavalry. They marched, and 
were joined olt the 12th of October, 1813, at 
Camp Coffee, by General Jackson, vnth the infan- 
try. General Coffee was ordered to scour the 
Black Warrior, and fall in with the main army on 
Hs march to the Ten Islands. In this excuraoo, 
attended with innumerable difficulties and priva- 
tibiis. Colonel Lauderdale received the particular 
praise of his immediate Commander. Genera' 
Coffee was again sent in advance to cut - off a d' 
tachment of the etferoy posted at TaHashatchi 
This gave Colonel Lauderdale the first opporti 
wty of displaying his bravery in battle. His coi 
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ducti in tbat successful expedition^ merited and re* 
ceived the highest commendation. 

The brfLvery^ skill, and good conduct of Colonel 
Lauderdale were most conspicuous at the battle 
of Talladega, on the morning of the 9th Novem-* 
ber, 1813* Unfortunately, while at the head of 
his Regiment, encouraging their valour by his ex- 
ample, he rcQ^ived a wound which disabled him 
from continuing in the field. 

After the battle of Talladega, an alarming de- 
gree of mutiny broke out among the troops. Co- 
lonel Lauderdale contributed all the influence, 
which his exhausted strength would permit him to 
exercise, in repressing it : thus evincing, that, to 
support the honour and best interest of his coun- 
try, was. the consideration of most importance In 
his mind. When informed that his Regiment, led 
by the Colonel commandant, who was his friend 
aiid relation, had abandoned its post, he exclaim- 
ed, " would to God, the ball which confines me, 
hud passed through my head, that I might not 
have lived to witness the dishonour of mjr country- 
men and friends," 

Scarcely had the Creek war been brought to a 
successful issue, when the people of Tennessee 
were again invited to defend the Southern portion 
of the States, against the menaced attack of a Bri- 
tish enemy. Colonel ^Lauderdale, though still 
suffering under his wounds, was again foremost in 
tendering his services. Being ^'appointed to the 
coiumand of a regiment, he continued to display 
all the qualities of an able officer, and an ardent 
patriot, on this expedition to Pensacola. 

This duty being performed, a part of General 
Coffee's brigade, in which was included the regi- 
ment of Colonel Lauderdale, was ordered to Ba- 
ton Rouge, there to recruit their horses, and be in 
readiness to march to whatever point might be- 
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come the most exposed. The patriotism of Lau- 
derdale was not destined to rest in quietude. It 
was not long before the enemy was discovered to 
have entered the Lake Borgne, and to be advanc- 
ing toward New-Orleans. The troops at Baton 
Rouge were ordered to march. In two dajs, af- 
ter receiving the order, they reached the neigh- 
bourhood of the city, a distance of one hundred 
and twenty miles. Never was a forced march 
more necessary, or attended with more imporfaDt 
effects. It was the means of saving New-Orleans, 

Scarcely had this force arrived, when General 
Jackson learned that the enemy debarked, and 
had occupied a position about seven miles beiow 
the city. He resolved to attack him, and relied 
much on General Coffee's biigade, the left of 
which was confided to the brave Colonel Lauder- 
dale. General Jackson commenced the attack 
with his regulars and artillery, on the extreme 
right, and the fire was extended to the left, when 
the right of General Coffee's brigade came in 
contact with the enemy. At this moment. Colo- 
nel LauderdaU, on the left, was seen animating 
his men, and, in the most gallant manner, leading 
them into action. But a few rounds bad been 
fired when he received a musket ball in the head, 
which immediately terminated his life. 

Lauderdale was found on the field of battle, j 
with his sword firmly grasped, thus evincing in 
the agonies of death, that determined courage 
which had marked the whole course of his life. — 
Having been buried on the battle-ground, it was 
an early care of the commanding general to h^^e 
his remains taken up, and interred, with the 
nors of war, in tlie Protestant burial ground * 
the city of New-Orleans. 
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